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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL , 
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Introduction 

REPORT 
AGnVDA ITEM No.&. ...- 

Subject: SCOTTISH HOMES SOUTH 
AND WEST REGIONAL PLAN 
1998-2001 

0 -  The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on the contents of the Scottish Homes 
South and West Regional Plan 1998-200 1. 

Background 

Following a period of consultation, Scottish Homes has published its first South and West 
Regional Plan covering the period 1998-2001. 

The South and West Region covers 9 unitary authority areas and includes Ayrshire, 
Renfrewshire, Inverclyde, Lanarkshire and Dumfries and Galloway. 

The plan contains a regional overview; a strategy statement, which outlines the response in 
South and West to Scottish Homes’ national strategic objectives, and an investment plan for 
the next 3 years. 

Summary of the Contents of the Plan 

The plan highlights South and West’s response to Scottish Homes’ national strategic 0 
objectives. Some of the main proposals are outlined below. 

Quality 

0 It is proposed to channel resources towards the housing associations who demonstrate a 
high level of efficiency and effectiveness. By 2000/01, it is estimated 75% of investment 
will be targeted on ‘A’ and ‘By grade housing associations and co-operatives. 

0 It is not proposed to promote new, developing housing associations during the plan 
period. 

0 If necessary, Scottish Homes will introduce alternative housing providers if a particular 
client consistently fails to perform. 

0 Scottish Homes expects new build houses receiving grant support to meet Scottish 
Homes’ barrier-free standards. 
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More emphasis will be placed on making funding conditional on environmental 
improvements being funded and maintained by partner agencies. 

New development on brownfield sites will be encouraged with a target of 75% being set 
by the end of the plan period. 

3.1.2 Empowerment 

0 A high emphasis will be placed on ‘building communities’ and local participation in the 
management of housing will be encouraged. 

0 Owner occupation will be promoted in areas where this tenure can be sustained and 
contribute to wider regeneration objectives. 

3.1.3 Inclusion 

0 It is estimated that 3,900 new and improved homes will be provided over the plan period 
to help achieve the overall objectives to: 

O 

O 

O 

O 

make an effective contribution to urban and rural regeneration; 
contribute to the reduction of homelessness; 
assist those with particular housing needs; 
improve access and affordability to rented and owned homes. 

0 Wherever possible, linkages with wider community regeneration objectives, such as 
employment, health and crime, will be developed. 

3.1.4 Partnership 

0 Scottish Homes remains committed to partnership working although it proposes to 
review its participation in the formal planning structures and put more emphasis on more 
effective, informal, working arrangements. 

3.1.5 Leverage 

The need to secure additional funding from existing and new sources is highlighted in 
order to maintain output levels despite projected budget reductions. 

An element of competition within the investment programme will be introduced to 
promote housing association efficiency and value for money. 

0 Funding will normally be conditional on other partners providing practical support, such 
as joint capital funding or revenue funding. 

3.2 The plan outlines the main investment priorities in South and West which will predominantly 
focus on: 

SURIareas; 
PPA and regeneration areas; 

0 

Designated town centres (including Motherwell); 
Community care (including Care and Repair initiatives). 
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4 Conclusion 

4.1 The South and West Regional Plan is compatible with the Council’s own Draft Housing Plan. 
In particular, the emphasis on community regeneration is welcomed along with the 
commitment to: increase the number of barrier-fiee properties; continue Care and Repair 
initiatives; help people with particular needs gain access to general needs accommodation 
and bring some sheltered housing up to full extra care standard. 

4.2 The commitment to partnership working is welcomed and the need to attract alternative 
sources of funding is acknowledged by the Council, as demonstrated by the successful New 
Housing Partnership bids. However, the continued decline in Scottish Homes’ investment 
programme is a cause of concern and will put increased pressure on rent levels for new 
housing provision. 

5 Further Information 

5.1 A copy of Scottish Homes South and West Regional Plan is available in the Members’ 
Library or from the Housing Department. 0 -  

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 
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