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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: SCOTTISH OFFICE INITIATIVE 
ON ROUGH SLEEPING 

REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM NO. u 

Date: 19 May 1998 Ref: JLl3 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the Council’s recent submission 
of a further bid for resources under the Scottish Office Rough Sleepers Initiative. 

BACKGROUND 

In February 1997 the Scottish Office invited Local Authorities to bid for a share of a 
total resource of E16 Million (Sixteen Million Pounds) for up to 1 year to address the 
problem of rough sleeping. This Council was successful in securing &41,000 under 
the first phase of the initiative to appoint two outreach workers for a period of 1 year 
to more fully assess the extent of the problem. 

By letter of 12 March 1998 the Scottish Office has invited further bids against a total 
budget of 2 3 to E4 Million (Three to Four Million Pounds) to be submitted by 
15 May 1998. 

An outline bid submission was approved by committee on 29th April 1998 and the 
officers were authorised to finalise the bid for submission to the Scottish Office by the 
deadline of 15th May 1998. 

BID SUBMISSION 

A copy of the full bid submission has been placed in the Members library 

In summary the bid prepared by the inter agency Rough Sleepers Forum proposes two 
options seeking resources of either E 704,797 or E 636,797 to; 
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e bring two currently derelict properties in Motherwell and in Airdrie, in 
Council ownership, into use as direct access accommodation for rough 
sleepers in the Central and South Districts. 

The difference in bid totals reflects the alternative of refurbishment or 
replacement of the property in Motherwell. 

e provide Support Staff, available 24 hours, to manage the accommodation and 
provide advice and assistance to rough sleepers in North Lanarkshire 

e extend the provision of outreach and resettlement work with the client group 

e provide more effective liaison arrangements with statutory and voluntary 
sector organisation to address the needs of rough sleepers in North 
Lanarkshire 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 It is recommend that Committee approves the bid submission on the understanding 
that a more detailed report will be submitted to committee following notification of 
the outcome of the bid, in order that any implementation arrangements can be hrther 
considered. 

5. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Available in Department 

G. Whitefield 
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 
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