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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

Date: 04 June 1998 Ref GSW/WGiMO’D/ 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 57 - 63 Cove Crescent 
Shotts 
Settlement Damage 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to outline problems which have arisen in connection with the 
above four houses, and outline the potential solution which the department considers is 
applicable. 

BACKGROUND 

Evidence of cracking and distortion of the fabric of the house at 63 Cove Crescent was 
identified during the last calendar year, and while it was recognised that certain cosmetic 
exercises could be undertaken the view was taken that a basic structural problem existed. 

It was agreed in view of the inconvenience involved for the tenant at 63 Cove Crescent, and the 
anticipated delay in reaching a final decision that the tenant be rehoused, and this was carried 
out. 

It was decided to have the engineers carry out a detailed examination including employing a 
specialist contractor to undertake bore holes. This was carried out to ascertain the short term 
viability of the property. 

Following completion of the engineers survey, which included all four houses in the block, it 
was ascertained that the estimated cost of underpinning would be in the region of S60,OOO. 

An internal survey was carried out in 63 Cove Crescent to determine the amount of work 0 
required after completion of the underpinning, and an estimate was made in respect of the other 
three houses of the internal works required, a figure of €82,000 excluding professional fees was 
estimated. This work excluded all external repairs, levelling lintels and sills and lining 
external/party walls. 

PROPOSALS 

In view of the fact that the estimated costs had reached S142,OOO excluding external works, and 
that even after this money had been expended, the block of houses would still not be brought to 
the condition normally expected of houses of this age and type e.g. bulging at the gables etc., 
could not be eliminated. It was agreed by my Property Services Section, Design Services and 
my District Housing Management Staff that no further expenditure should be undertaken 
unnecessarily on further investigation and that demolition was the only realistic option. 
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4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 It is recommended that the three remaining tenants be rehoused, and the block of four houses 
be demolished and the site be landscaped. 

5 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

5.1 Available within the Housing Department. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 
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