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Motherwell, 10 June 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Craigie; Vice-Conveners; Councillors Chadha, 
Clarke, Gray, Hogg, Logue, Lunny, Lyle, McAlorum, McElroy, McKenna, W. Martin, Morgan, Murphy, 
G. Murray, S.V. Murray, Nolan, Robertson, Shaw, Sullivan and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Head of 
Housing Strategy and Resources, Housing Design Resources Manager and Head of Legal Services. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Provost Mathieson, Councillors Cox, Leitch, McCabe, H. McGuigan, McKeown, Macleod and Selfridge. 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  HOUSING  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. There were submitted the Minutes of meetings of the Housing (Special Cases) Sub-Committee held 

on 29 April and 3 June 1998. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE  -  OUTCOME  OF  BID  SUBMISSION 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 1998 

when, inter alia, proposals had been approved as the basis of the Council’s bid for resources under 
the Empty Homes Initiative and the Director of Housing had been authorised to submit finalised 
proposals to the Scottish Office by 20 March 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
2 June 1998 by the Director of Housing on the outcome of the Council’s bid for funds under the 
Initiative (1) advising that the Council had been informed by the Scottish Office that six projects had 
been successful and as a result that the Council had been granted £305,371 out of a total of £7 m for 
Scotland; (2) intimating that the Secretary of State had requested assurance that any contracts would 
be let in accordance with the principle of value for money, as demonstrated through the process of 
competitive tendering before final approval was given for grant funding, and (3) indicating that 
immediate action would be taken to advise the Scottish Office of the contract arrangements planned 
for each project, all of which would comply with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Standing 
Orders relating to Contracts and ensure that costs finally incurred reflected value for money. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the successful outcome of the Council’s bid for resources under the Empty Homes 

Initiative be noted, and 
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(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to respond to the Scottish Office regarding the 
proposed contract arrangements in order to obtain final approval for grant funding to allow 
implementation of the projects. 

 
 
 
NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS  -  1998-99  RESOURCES 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed to submit bids for Old Monkland, Coatbridge, and Scottish 
Homes (ex-CDC), Cumbernauld, to the Scottish Office for resources under the 1998/99 Challenge 
Fund for New Housing Partnerships, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 May 1998 by 
the Director of Housing advising of the success of the Council’s bids for resources (1) indicating that 
Old Monkland, Coatbridge had been awarded £1,164,000 and Scottish Homes (ex CDC), 
Cumbernauld £152,000 as detailed in Appendix to the report; (2) outlining the implementation issues 
to be considered with regard to the Old Monkland Regeneration and Cumbernauld Partnership 
Projects; (3) indicating that resources had been awarded to employ a Project Manager at Grade PO5 
for a period of two years, who would have a major role in taking forward the development of a new 
Housing organisation in Cumbernauld. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the success in securing New Housing Partnership Funding for the two bid proposals be 

noted; 
 

(2) that the actions required to implement the successful bids as outlined in Sections 4 and 5  of 
the report be approved; 

 
(3) that further progress reports be submitted to Committee as appropriate, and 

 
(4) that the report be referred to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration of the 

staffing issues. 
 
 
 
SCOTTISH  HOMES  -  SOUTH  AND  WEST  REGIONAL  PLAN  1998-2001 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when the Scottish Homes South and West Regional Plan 1998-2001 Consultative Draft had 
been noted, there was submitted a report dated 27 May 1998 by the Director of Housing outlining the 
contents of the Regional Plan for 1998-2001 (1) advising that the Regional Plan was compatible with 
the Council’s own Draft Housing Plan particularly in relation to community regeneration, the increase 
in number of barrier free properties, Care and Repair initiatives, the need to help people with 
particular needs to gain access to general needs accommodation and the need to bring sheltered 
housing up to full extra care standard, and (2) indicating that the commitment to partnership working 
was welcomed, but the continued decline in Scottish Homes’ investment programme was a cause for 
concern and would put increased pressure on rent levels for new housing provision. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE   
 
5. There was submitted a report dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Housing indicating that since the 

last Committee, reports entitled “Home Alone, The Housing Preferences of One Person Households - 
Housing Research Foundation”, “Housing Advice and Information for Older People - Age Concern 
Scotland”, “Investment Bulletin 1998/1999 - Scottish Homes”, “Housing Association Statistics:  A 
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Summary of Data from Annual Statistical Returns as at 31 March 1997, South and West Region - 
Scottish Homes” and “Departmental Training Plan” had been received and copies placed in the 
Members’ Library. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
LOCAL  CARE  PARTNERSHIP  SCHEME - SUBMISSION  OF  BID 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, authorisation had been given to the Directors of Housing and Social Work to carry 
out the necessary work in order to prepare a bid to the Scottish Office for funding through the Local 
Care Partnership Scheme for 1999/2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated April 1998 
by the Directors of Housing and Social Work (1) outlining the background to the Local Care 
Partnership Scheme under which bids required to be forwarded to Lanarkshire Health Board for 
submission to the Scottish Office by 1 June 1998; (2) advising that, if successful, funding would 
commence on 1 April 1999 for one year, and (3) detailing an outline proposal for a Joint Mental 
Health/Homelessness Initiative with Lanarkshire Health Board and Lanarkshire Healthcare NHS Trust 
as the Council’s bid for funding under the Local Care Partnership Scheme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the outline proposal to develop a Joint Mental Health/Homelessness Initiative Project 

within North Lanarkshire be approved; 
 

(2) that the Directors of Social Work and Housing be authorised in partnership with Lanarkshire 
Health Board and NHS Trust to submit a detailed bid to the Scottish Office under the Local 
Care Partnership Scheme, after consultation with the Conveners and Vice-Conveners of the 
Social Work and Housing Committees, and  

 
(3) that a report on the outcome of the bid be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
JOINT  COMMUNITY  CARE  PLAN  1998/2001 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

19 August 1997 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Draft North Lanarkshire Joint 
Community Care Plan, the Summary Document and the draft Accommodation Strategy 1997/2000, 
be approved and  the Director of Social Work be authorised to liaise with the other joint planning 
partners to arrange for the draft documents to be made available for public consultation, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 May 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the issuing of 
a final version of the North Lanarkshire Joint Community Care Plan 1998/2001 and Joint 
Accommodation Strategy both of which had both been revised following the period of consultation (1) 
advising that the Joint Accommodation Strategy explained the Joint Planning Partners’ aims and 
objectives in relation to accommodation issues and identified specific gaps in accommodation 
provision; (2) detailing those consulted, the main issues raised, and key areas where housing 
providers and care agencies wished to participate with the main planning partners in future joint 
working; (3) outlining within the Appendix to the report, the Needs and Resources Fact File which 
provided the present and projected needs of the North Lanarkshire population; (4) informing that the 
Scottish Office had changed the timescale for Plans to cover the period 1998-2001 rather than 1997-
2000; (5) indicating that it would now be necessary to include revised purchasing intentions to cover 
the new timescale, and (6) intimating that the total cost of £12,920 for the distribution and printing of  
the final Plan, North Lanarkshire Joint Accommodation Strategy, and the Needs and Resources Fact 
File Summary would be shared by  the Council, Lanarkshire Health Board and Scottish Homes as 
detailed in the report. 

 

C 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the issue of the Joint Community Care Plan 1998-2001 Accommodation Strategy and 
Needs and Resources Fact File document be approved subject to 

 
  (a) final editing; 
 
 (b) a short period of consultation with provider organisations on revised purchasing 

 intentions, and 
 
 (c) the endorsement of the final documents by joint planning partners through the North 

 Lanarkshire Joint Planning Forum, and 
 

(2) that the arrangements for the printing and distribution of the above-mentioned documents be 
approved. 

 
 
 
CONVERSION  TO  SHELTERED  HOUSING  -  SOUTH  DISTRICT 
 
8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 June 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

the conversion of certain blocks of housing in the Motherwell and Wishaw areas, currently allocated 
to elderly persons, to sheltered housing (1) outlining the background to and the locations of the 
blocks of housing as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report; (2) proposing that the programme of 
conversion to sheltered housing of the hostel blocks mentioned within Appendix 1 to the report be 
progressed, with the exception of Meadowhead Road, Wishaw, which was too small to be cost 
effective; (3) intimating the suggested order of conversion; (4) advising that in order to progress the 
conversion of each complex, all tenants would require to sign an alternative lease which would 
exclude the houses from the Right to Buy, and (5) indicating that it would be necessary to appoint a 
Daytime Warden, with emergency cover being provided by linking all houses involved to the Alert 
Alarm System, the cost of which would require to be included in the budget exercise for 1999/2000. 

 
Decided: that the conversion of the hostel blocks detailed within the report, be approved in 

principle, subject to the residents agreeing to the proposal, with further reports being 
brought back to Committee as necessary. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  INITIATIVE  ON  ROUGH  SLEEPING 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the outline proposals for the Rough Sleepers’ Initiative 
Challenge Funding be approved as the basis of the Council’s bid to the Scottish Office, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 May 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of the 
Council’s recent submission of a further bid for resources under the Scottish Office Rough Sleepers’ 
Initiative (1) indicating that the Council’s bid submission proposed two options seeking resources of 
either £704,797 or £636,797, to bring two derelict properties in Motherwell and Airdrie in Council 
ownership into use as direct access accommodation for rough sleepers in the Central and South 
Districts, and (2) intimating that the difference in bid totals reflected the alternative proposals for 
refurbishment or replacement of the property in Motherwell. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the bid submission by the Director of Housing be homologated, and  

 
(2) that a more detailed report be submitted to Committee following notification of the outcome 

of the bid in order to consider  the implementation arrangements. 
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SCOTTISH  COUNCIL  FOR  SINGLE  HOMELESS  -  FUNDING  APPLICATION 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

21 April 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed to award a grant of £1,000 meantime to the 
Scottish Council for Single Homeless pending the submission of a report on the criteria used in the 
assessment of Social Work Section 10 funding, there was submitted a report dated 5 June 1998 by 
the Director of Housing in respect of providing the remainder of the grant requested to assist the 
Scottish Council for Single Homeless in 1998/99 (1) outlining the background to the request for grant 
aid of £3,379 which had been received from the organisation for 1998/99; and (2) proposing that a 
grant of £1,379 be awarded. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a grant of £1,379 to the Scottish Council for Single Homeless be approved, and 

 
(2) that in the event of the Social Work Committee not awarding the remaining Section 10 grant 

funding of 50% the Directors of Housing and Social Work be authorised to report to future 
meetings of the Housing and Social Work Committees on options for the funding of the 
shortfall of £1,000. 

 
 
 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  BILL  -  RESTRICTIONS  ON  BACKDATING  OF  BENEFIT  INCLUDING  
COUNCIL  TAX  AND  HOUSING  BENEFIT 
 
11. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the provisions of Clause 70 of the Social Security Bill 
and the Department’s intention to minimise its effect on Benefit Claimants be noted, there was 
submitted a report dated 14 May 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) intimating that the Government 
had now stated that the provisions in Clause 70 would be deleted from the Social Security Bill, and 
(2) advising that the current provision to backdate claims for up to 52 weeks under certain 
circumstances would remain. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
DRAFT  HOUSING  ALLOCATION  POLICY  
 
12. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 July 1997, 

when, inter alia, the draft model schemes for the Housing Allocation Policy had been agreed and 
form the basis of consultation with tenants, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 June 
1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of the outcome of the public consultation exercise for a 
uniform Housing Allocation Policy for North Lanarkshire Council (1) outlining within Appendices 1, 2, 
3 and 4 of the report,  the responses to the consultation exercise; (2) detailing within Appendices 5 
and 6 to the report, the options for a Group Plus Points Scheme or Group Plus Date Scheme; (3) 
intimating the recommendations of the Allocations and Homelessness Working Group in respect of 
Homelessness, Hospital Discharge, the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, Families, “Looked After” 
Children, Young, Single Homeless, Offenders and Sex Offenders, Women’s Aid, Adaptations, Ethnic 
Minority Monitoring and Allocations, and (4) setting out the timetable for implementation of the 
Housing Allocation Policy within Appendix 7 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the “Group Plus Date” Policy form the basis of the Housing Allocation Policy; 

 

C 
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(2) that the outstanding issues still to be considered as detailed in paragraph 5.10 of the report 
and the timetable of implementation of the new Policy as set out within Appendix 7 of the 
report be noted; 

 
(3) that the revision of the draft Allocation Policy documents and the revisions to the operation of 

the Allocation Policy to reflect the changes as set out within the report be approved; 
 

(4) that the Allocations and Homelessness Working Group’s proposals in relation to, inter alia 
Homelessness, Hospital Discharge, the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, Families, “Looked 
After” Children, Young, Single Homeless, Offenders and Sex Offenders, Women’s Aid, 
Adaptations, Ethnic Minority Monitoring and Allocations as outlined within the report be 
approved; 

 
(5) that the report be remitted to Allocations and Homelessness Working Group to progress 

implementation including further consultation on the Policy as appropriate, and  
 

(6) that further reports be submitted to Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
GATES  AT  GRAMPIAN  WAY,  CUMBERNAULD  -  SIX  MONTH  REVIEW 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 6 November 

1997 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the gates at 66/68 and 82/84 Grampian Way, Eastfield, 
Cumbernauld be removed, with immediate effect, and that the Director of Housing monitor and 
assess the situation over a six month period and report back to Committee, there was submitted a 
report (docketed) dated 15 May 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the results of the six 
month review (1) detailing the background to the removal of the gates and the incidence of 
vandalism and graffiti since their removal; (2) intimating that Balloch/Eastfield Community Council 
had requested the Director of  Planning and Development to consider creating additional parking 
using the “waste ground” to the rear of the properties;  (3) indicating that while parking was a problem 
in Grampian Way, the creation of a car park accessed via the pend closes would cause problems for 
those residents living either side, and (4) advising that the Director of Planning and Development 
would continue his investigations into the matter and report to a future Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the gates at 66/68 and 82/84 Grampian Way, Cumbernauld be removed permanently 

from the pend closes; 
 

(2) that the gates, which had been in storage, be used at another location within Kilsyth, and 
 

(3) that the Community Council’s request for additional parking in Grampian Way, Cumbernauld 
be noted, and be the subject of a further report to the Planning and Development Committee. 

 
 
 
MEMBER/OFFICER  WORKING  GROUP  ON  HOUSING  AND  NEIGHBOUR  PROBLEMS 
 
14. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a Member/Officer Group on Housing and Neighbour 
Problems be established to review the issues contained within a Draft Scottish Office Circular on 
Housing and Anti-Social behaviour and that a report thereon be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Housing 
concerning the composition and remit of a Member/Officer Working Group on Housing and 
Neighbour Problems (1) proposing that officers from Housing, Social Work, Administration (Legal 
Services), Environmental Services and Planning and Development Departments be nominated to 
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serve on the new Working Group with members of the Housing Committee, and (2) suggesting a 
remit for the Member/Officer Group as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposed arrangements to establish the Member/Officer Working Group on Housing 

and Neighbour Problems as outlined within the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that Councillors McLaughlin (Convener), Clarke, Craigie, Gray, Lyle, McCabe, H. McGuigan, 
Macleod, Maginnis, W. Martin and Shaw be nominated to serve on the Working Group. 

 
 
 
TENANT  PARTICIPATION  ADVISORY  SERVICE  (TPAS)  FUNDING  APPLICATION 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 March 

1997 when it had been agreed that the Council should not take up membership of the Tenant 
Participation Advisory Service (TPAS), there was submitted a report dated 28 May 1998 by the 
Director of Housing with regard to a further request for financial assistance for TPAS (1) advising that 
the Council currently provided funding support for the Tenants Information Service (TIS) which 
provided a similar service; (2) intimating that TPAS was included in the COSLA “Financial Assistance 
to National Partner Organisations 1998/99”, although it was for each Council to consider funding, and 
(3) indicating that TPAS expected funding to decline over this year and next, due to the continuing 
impact of Local Government Reorganisation. 

 
Decided:  

  
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the funding request from TPAS be refused due to the financial constraints facing the 

Council. 
 
 
 
STREAMLINING  OF  THE  HOUSING  ALLOCATION  PROCEDURES  -  CENTRAL  DISTRICT   
 
16. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that amendments to the Housing Allocation Policy within the 
Central District be agreed in principle, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 May 1998 by 
the Director of Housing regarding the outcome of a consultation exercise carried out with service 
users with regard to the streamlining of the Housing Allocation procedures within the Central District. 

 
Decided: that the revised Housing Allocation Policy procedures for the Central District be 

approved and take effect, following appropriate training for the staff involved. 
 
 
 
SCHEME  OF  DELEGATION  OF  OFFICERS    
 
17. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 June 1996, 

when it had been agreed that the Scheme of Delegated powers for authorised officers of the 
Department of Housing, be approved on the basis that any future review of the Scheme or proposed 
amendments thereto be reported to the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
28 May 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of an addition to the Departmental Scheme of 
Delegation (1) advising that the Scheme of Delegated Powers, as detailed within Appendix 1 to this 
report, had made no reference to the supervision and management of the Council’s travelling 
persons sites, and (2) proposing to extend the existing Scheme of Delegated Powers with the 

C 

C 
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addition of a Delegation in relation to travelling persons sites as detailed in the report and within 
Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided: that the revision of the Departmental Scheme of Delegation as detailed within the 

report be approved. 
 
 
 
INCOME  SUPPORT  TAKE-UP  CAMPAIGN 
 
18. There was submitted a report dated 31 May 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the outcome 

of an Income Support Take-Up Campaign which the Council carried out earlier this year (1) outlining 
the background to and the aims of the Income Support Take-Up Campaign; (2) detailing that of the 
3,000 potential claimants throughout North Lanarkshire who had been contacted, 667 claims for 
Income Support had been made from the Bellshill, Coatbridge, Motherwell and Cumbernauld 
Benefits Agency Offices; (3) intimating that 64% of the claims resulted in Income Support being 
awarded generating an estimated additional income of £144,660 a year for the target group of 
claimants; (4) indicating that although there was not an increased income to the Council, the Income 
Support Take-Up Campaign was successful in bringing additional welfare benefits to North 
Lanarkshire tenants who were most in need, and (5) informing that it was the intention to pursue a 
programme of targeted take-up campaigns in the future as part of the Council’s Social Strategy, with 
disability benefits being the focus of another campaign to be mounted before the end of the year. 

 
Decided: that the outcome of the Income Support Take-Up Campaign be noted. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  MONITORING  AND  PROGRESS  STATUS  REPORT 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 March 1997 

when, inter alia, the 1997/98 Housing Capital Programme (HRA) was approved, there was submitted 
a joint progress report (docketed) dated 27 May 1998 by the Directors of Housing and Construction 
Services on the progress of the 1997/98 and 1998/99 Capital Programmes. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOF  -  ROSEMARY  TILES  PROGRAMME  1998/99 
 
(a)  NORTH  AREA,  KILSYTH,  PHASE  6 
 
20. There was submitted a report dated 29 April 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof (Rosemary Tiles) 
Programme 1998/99 North Area, Kilsyth, Phase 6 was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building 
and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £87,852.09, and (2) the Director of Administration was now 
progressing this matter in line with authority granted by the Committee on 29 April 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(b)  NORTH  AREA,  19  BLOCKS,  MOODIESBURN,  PHASE  6 
 
21. There was submitted a report dated 27 May 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof (Rosemary Tiles) 
Programme 1998/99 North Area, 19 Blocks, Moodiesburn, Phase 6, was that of Ailsa Building 
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Contractors Limited, Coatbridge, in the sum of £160,524.04, and (2) the Director of Administration 
was now progressing this matter in line with authority granted by the Committee on 29 April 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  ESTATE  REGENERATION,  CENTRAL,  EXTERNAL  REFURBISHMENT  AT  LUING,  AIRDRIE,  
       PHASE  3 
 
22. There was submitted a report dated 5 May 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Estate Regeneration, Central, External 
Refurbishment at Luing, Airdrie, Phase 3 was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads 
DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £592,502.05, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing 
this matter in line with authority granted by the Committee on 29 April 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(3)  REFURBISHMENT  OF  HOUSING  SUB-AREA  OFFICE  AT  KELLOCK  AVENUE,  COATBRIDGE 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 26 May 1998 by the Director of Construction Services 

(1) advising that the lowest tender for the contract for the Refurbishment of the Housing Sub-Area 
Office at Kellock Avenue, Coatbridge, was that of Alistair Burnett and Company, Coatbridge, in the 
sum of £57,342.75; (2) intimating that this offer was over the client budget for the project, and that 
after consultation with the Client Department, the specification was reviewed with some elements of 
the external works omitted from the contract, and (3) indicating that changes had been negotiated 
with the contractor resulting in a revised tender figure of £42,724.09. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the actions of the Director of Construction Services in negotiating a reduced tender sum 

with the lowest tenderer be homologated; 
 

(2) that the acceptance of the reduced tender with Alistair Burnett and Company, Coatbridge, in 
the amount of £42,724.09 be approved, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Administration be authorised to accept the reduced tender of £42,724.09 

 
 
 
(4)  STAIR  TOWER  REFURBISHMENT,  98-106  ROCKBURN  CRESCENT,  BELLSHILL 
 
24. There was submitted a report dated 2 June 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the Stair Tower Refurbishment, 98-106 Rockburn Crescent, Bellshill, 
was that of Alistair Burnett and Company Limited, Coatbridge, in the sum of £43,738.91, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line with authority granted by the 
Committee on 29 April 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(5)  DEMOLITION   OF  FOUR  BLOCKS,  CUMBRAE  CRESCENT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
25. There was submitted  a report dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Construction Services advising 

that (1) the lowest tender for the Demolition of Four Blocks, Cumbrae Crescent, Coatbridge, was that 
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of Angus (Asbestos Removal) Limited, Johnstone, in the sum of £69,415.50, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in line with authority granted by the Committee on 
29 April 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PROJECTED  RETURN  IMPLEMENTATION  ARRANGEMENTS  BETWEEN  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
 
26. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 

held on 13 May 1998 when, inter alia, approval had been given to the delegation of power to the 
Director of Administration, after consultation with the Convener, to allow the acceptance of tenders 
between meetings, there was submitted a report dated 3 June 1998 by the Director of Construction 
Services providing a list of tenders to be returned prior to the meeting of the next Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the projected return, prior to the next meeting of the Committee, of tenders as detailed 

within the report be noted, and 
 

(2) that in accordance with the decision of the Policy and Resources Committee and subject to 
the whole provisions thereof, approval be given for acceptance of the tenders including any 
other works which may require to be accelerated, and to the action required prior to the 
Committee. 

 
 
 
FINAL  MEASUREMENTS 
 
27. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Construction Services 

(1) detailing final measurements for nine housing projects; (2) intimating that a number of the 
contracts were carried over from predecessor authorities, and due care and attention had been given 
to their completion, and (3) advising that the total tender value of the nine housing projects was 
£3,428,356.64 compared with the final cost of £3,097,015.51. 

 
Decided: that the final measurements as detailed within the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ESTATE  BASED  INITIATIVES  -  AREA  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
28. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when it had been agreed that Estate Based Initiative Projects be considered in the first instance 
by Area Committees, with a view to the submission of their recommendations to this Committee, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 May 1998 by the Director of Housing advising of 
further projects approved by the Northern Corridor and Kilsyth and Villages Area Committees as 
detailed in Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided: that the Estate Based Initiative projects detailed in Appendix 2 be approved. 

 
 
 
NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES 
 
29. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when it had been agreed to upgrade houses of non-traditional “Maxim” house type at Newarthill, 
New Stevenston and Holytown, South District, and non-traditional “Whitson Fairhurst” house type at 
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Caldercruix and Cairnhill, Central District and that a prioritised programme be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 June 1998 by the 
Director of Housing detailing proposals for the upgrading of houses for the South District, with the 
houses at Newarthill being given priority at an estimated cost of £4,500 per house and for the Central 
District in both Caldercruix and Cairnhill at a cost of approximately £12,000 per house. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that within the South District, the “Maxim” non-traditional house types at Newarthill be given 

priority, and that a contract be prepared to meet the budgetary allocation this year, following 
on with New Stevenston as second priority and Holytown as third priority, and 

 
(2) that within the Central District initially, two contracts be prepared to carry out works as 

outlined within the report for the upgrading of 27 houses at Caldercruix and 27 houses at 
Cairnhill, Central District. 

 
 
 
TENANTS’  HOME  IMPROVEMENTS 
 
30. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 May 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

issues which had arisen concerning the policy and procedure adopted to deal with home 
improvements carried out by a tenant at a change of tenancy (1) advising that during various tenant 
consultation meetings, feedback suggested that tenants in some areas were being unreasonably 
penalised and on some occasions transfers were cancelled due to the estimated cost of re-instating, 
what appeared to be perfectly good improvements; (2) indicating that action had been taken to 
develop a standard set of procedures to more effectively deal with tenant improvements; (3) outlining 
the background to the different methods of registering house conditions, improvements, alterations 
and standard fittings which had been inherited from the former district authorities, and (4) detailing, 
within Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report, all standard procedures which had been developed 
following consultation with Area Housing Offices. 

 
Decided: that the action taken to adopt standard procedures for dealing with tenant 

improvements be approved subject to the procedures being monitored and reviewed 
following full implementation. 

 
 
 
INSTALLATION  OF  DOUBLE  GLAZING  
 
31. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when, inter alia, the procedure for the replacement of windows in the pre-war modernised stock 
in the South District had been approved and that a survey be carried out to identify single glazing in 
the Central and North Districts, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 April 1998 by the 
Director of Housing reviewing the policy of installing single glazing in new PVCu window replacement 
contracts within North Lanarkshire (1) outlining the background to the current policy; (2) advising of 
the outcome of the survey which was to identify any single glazed units, which could be included in a 
programme to upgrade single glazing to double glazing; (3) detailing the impact which the installation 
of double glazing would make; (4) intimating that, at present, a number of contracts for the PVCu 
window replacements were currently being prepared and could be revised to reflect the installation of 
double glazing; (5) indicating that in relation to the contract for 301 houses in Craigneuk, Wishaw, 
which had been awarded, an Architects Instruction could be issued to include provision for double 
glazing which would increase the contract sum by £19,960; (6) informing that in relation to a contract 
which has just gone out to tender, prices would be based on the provision of either single glazing or 
double glazing, and could be accepted on the basis that double glazing be installed, and (7) 
proposing that where tenants had already paid for the installation of double glazing through previous 
contracts, provision of some reimbursement be considered through the review of the rent structure. 

 

C 

C 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the installation of double glazing in all window replacement contracts throughout North 
Lanarkshire be approved; 

 
(2) that the additional cost of £19,960 to provide double glazing to the current contract for the 

301 houses in Craigneuk, Wishaw be approved, and 
 

(3) that approval that any transitional arrangements for tenants who had previously paid towards 
double glazing be considered as part of the review of the rent structure. 

 
 
 
SOUTH  DISTRICT  FLAT  ROOF  PROGRAMME 
 
32. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 June 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

recent developments regarding the block of flats at 43A to 53C Bruce Street, Mossend, Bellshill 
which was previously included as part of the 1997/98 Flat Roof Replacement Programme (1) 
advising, that the block at 43A to 53C Bruce Street had been omitted from the contract due to the 
non-participation of the owner of the property at 45C Bruce Street, Mossend in the Programme; (2) 
intimating that the owner of 45C Bruce Street, had now agreed to participate and grant assistance 
was being made available; (3) proposing that the block of flats now be included in the 1998/99 Flat 
Roof Replacement Programme, and (4) indicating that the estimated cost of the work of £117,000, 
would be based on the previous tender sum for a similar block and would be contained within the 
budget allocation for the 1998/99 financial year. 

 
Decided: that the re-roofing of the blocks of flats at 43A-53C Bruce Street, Mossend be 

approved. 
 
 
 
57-63  COVE  CRESCENT,  SHOTTS  -  SETTLEMENT  DAMAGE 
 
33. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 June 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

structural problems which had arisen with four houses at 57-63 Cove Crescent, Shotts (1) outlining 
the background to and the results of an internal survey carried out at 63 Cove Crescent, Shotts, the 
tenant of which had been rehoused; (2) intimating that the estimated costs of repair works to include 
the four properties at 57-63 Cove Crescent, Shotts would be approximately £142,000, excluding 
external works; (3) advising that even after this money had been expended, the block of houses 
would still not be brought up to the condition normally expected of houses of this age and type, and 
(4) proposing that (a) no further expenditure should be undertaken unnecessarily on further 
investigation; (b) demolition of the properties was the only realistic option, and (c) the three 
remaining tenants be rehoused. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the three remaining tenants at 57, 59 and 61 Cove Crescent, Shotts be rehoused, and 

 
(2) that the block of four houses at 57-63 Cove Crescent, Shotts be demolished and the site 

landscaped. 
 
 
RE-TENDERING  OF  HOUSING  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS 
 
34. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 29 May 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Housing Maintenance Contracts be re-tendered as 
quickly as possible and that the Chief Executive in conjunction with the Council Leader be authorised 
to take such action as necessary to progress matters prior to the next meeting of the Policy and 
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Resources Committee and/or the full Council, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 June 
1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the action taken to re-tender the two housing maintenance 
contracts as a consequence of the financial deficit in the Building and Roads DLO accounts for 
1997/98; (1) outlining the re-tendering exercise which included the tendering procedure, packaging of 
work, duration of contract, tender evaluation and timetable; (2) advising that a “Prior Information 
Notice” of the re-tendering process had been sent to the “Official Journal of the European 
Communities” (OJEC) on Monday 1 June 1998 for early publication as required by the Public Works 
Contracts Regulations 1991, and (3) indicating that as further required by those regulations, a notice 
inviting requests to be selected for tender was sent to OJEC on Wednesday 3 June 1998, with 
arrangements being made with a view to having a second notice published on Friday 5 June or as 
soon as possible thereafter in the Herald, Scotsman, Municipal Journal, Building and Local 
Newspapers. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken to commence the re-tendering exercise be noted, on the understanding 

that more detailed reports would be submitted to Committee as the process progressed, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for its information and 
consideration. 

 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  CARE  AND  REPAIR  PROJECT  -  STAFF 
 
35. With reference to paragraph 41 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, the progress in establishing the Care and Repair Project in North Lanarkshire had 
been noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Housing in 
respect of initial staffing arrangements to be made to establish and operate the Care and Repair 
Project (1) outlining the background to the Care and Repair Project, for which the Clyde Valley 
Housing Association was now recruiting staff to be in post early in July 1998; (2) proposing that a 
member of staff of the Improvement Grants section of the Housing Department be seconded on a 
part-time basis for a limited period, to assist in the Care and Repair Project; (3) advising that this 
would involve secondment of an officer for a period of approximately six months, with the Officer 
remaining in the employment of the Council and working between the Housing Association’s Office at 
Motherwell and Housing Headquarters at Coatbridge, and (4) detailing the advantages of the 
proposed arrangement for the Council and the Project. 

 
Decided: that the secondment of a Grants Officer/Technical Assistant be authorised, on a 

part-time basis for a period of approximately six months, to the North Lanarkshire Care 
and Repair Project. 

 
 
 
WATLING  STREET  INITIATIVE,  NORTH  MOTHERWELL 
 
36. With reference to paragraph 34 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the four blocks at 264-278 Watling Street, 1-15, 17-31, 
45-59, 61-75, 77-91, 93-107 and 109-123 Horatius Street and 49-63, 65-79 and 106-120 Cornelia 
Street, North Motherwell be demolished as they became empty as part of the Watling Street 
Initiative, there was submitted a report dated 20 May 1998 by the Director of Housing updating the 
current progress in re-housing the tenants in the North Motherwell regeneration area (1) advising that 
28 tenants remained to be rehoused; (2) intimating that in order to alleviate some of the fears of the 
remaining tenants, that a tender document for a security service had been prepared covering the 
most vulnerable periods; (3) indicating that this would be on the basis of on site security from a base 
of an unoccupied house, and (4) detailing that the estimated cost for this type of service was 
approximately £700 per week and that the service would be required for a period of approximately 
twenty eight weeks, making an estimated total cost of £18,200. 
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Decided: that the action taken by the Director of Housing in issuing tenders for a security 

contract for the North Motherwell area be homologated. 
 
 
 
HRA  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  -  MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION,  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
 
37. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 May 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) outlining 

the progress to date of Phases I and II of the various projects contained in the Mini Estate 
Regeneration Programme, Central District, and (2) detailing proposals for future funding as detailed 
in the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given for the following works:- 

 
  (a) Broomplace Phase II 
 
   Mini Estate Regeneration £150,000 
   Kirkshaws Regeneration £70,000 
   Door Entry £30,000 
   Total £250,000 
 
 (b) Northburn Phase II, £256,000 
  Mini Estate Regeneration  
 
 (c) Annan and Endrick Courts Phase II, £130,000 
  Mini Estate Regeneration, and  
 

(2) the design and consultation Phase at Langloan be continued, with a site start projected in 
Spring 1999, and that funding of £100,000 be from the Mini Estate Regeneration 
Programme. 

 
 
 
MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION  SOUTH  DISTRICT  -  PENTLAND  ROAD,  WISHAW 
 
38. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, the revised Capital Programme including funding in respect of Pentland Road, 
Wishaw had  been approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 May 1998 by the 
Director of Housing regarding tenders to be issued to progress the next phase of the Mini Estate 
Regeneration Programme in the South District, in which the sum of £240,000 had been earmarked 
from the total budget provision of £784,000 for the Central District for the next phase of the 
Programme (1) intimating that the Director of Construction Services had estimated the total cost of 
the next Phase would be £243,500 exclusive of fees, after taking account of surveys, the experience 
of other Mini Estate Regeneration Projects and the feedback from the tenant consultation exercise, 
and (2) detailing in Appendix 1 to the report various works to be undertaken as part of the 
Regeneration Programme in Pentland Road, Wishaw. 

 
Decided: that the works to be undertaken as part of the Mini Estate Regeneration Programme in 

Pentland Road, Wishaw, detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, be approved and 
that tenders be issued as soon as possible. 
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CCTV  CHALLENGE  FUND  -  STRATHCLYDE  POLICE  FUND  BID  OUTCOME  AND  SCOTTISH  
OFFICE  CHALLENGE  FUND  1999  INVITATION 
 
39. With reference to paragraph 41 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when the action taken to accept the offer of grant from the Scottish Office for CCTV installation 
at Greenend, Coatbridge was homologated and the submission of a bid of £50,000 to Strathclyde 
Police for grant support for CCTV installation at Craigneuk, Wishaw was approved, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) regarding the failure 
of the bid to Strathclyde Police for CCTV Challenge Fund; (2) indicating that an invitation had now 
been received from the Scottish Office to bid for their next CCTV Challenge Fund for 1999/2000; (3) 
advising that the Department was preparing a revised submission in respect of Craigneuk, Wishaw 
for the bid deadline of 30 October 1998, and (4) informing that consideration would also be given to 
any additional options for CCTV in other areas. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that submission of a revised bid for CCTV at Craigneuk, Wishaw be approved, and 

 
(2) that a further report concerning additional bid options for CCTV in other areas be submitted 

to a future Housing Committee. 
 
 
 
REMIT  FROM  THE  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  (BUILDINGS  AND  PROPERTY)  
SUB-COMMITTEE  -  SHOP  RELOCATION,  GOWKTHRAPPLE,  WISHAW 
 
40. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

(Buildings and Property) Sub-Committee held on 19 May 1998 when it was agreed (1) that the 
Director of Planning and Development be authorised to use a redevelopment clause to terminate the 
existing lease with the tenant at Nos. 2/3 Linghope Place, Gowkthrapple, Wishaw; (2) that approval 
be given to the demolition of the two shops at No. 1 and Nos. 2/3 Linghope Place, Gowkthrapple, 
Wishaw and thereafter the site being disposed of in accordance with Council policy, and (3) that the 
matter be remitted to the Housing Committee for its approval, there was submitted the said report 
(docketed) dated 19 May 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (a) detailing the current 
lease arrangements with the shopkeepers at No. 1 and Nos. 2/3 Linghope Place, Gowkthrapple 
respectively, and the outcome of discussions with the shopkeepers regarding relocation of the shops; 
(b) intimating the three options and two development proposals for the shops, the development of the 
site and the financial implications of the three options and the two development proposals, and (c) 
recommending that the Committee agree to use the redevelopment clause to terminate the existing 
lease tenant at Nos 2/3 and to thereafter demolish and landscape the site prior to it being placed on 
the market. 

 
Decided: that Option 3 proposal A as detailed within the report as approved by the Planning and 

Development Committee be endorsed. 
 
 
 
QUARTERLY  PERFORMANCE  REVIEW  1  JANUARY  1998  -  31  MARCH  1998 
 
41. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 May 1998 and a document entitled “Quarterly 

Performance Review 1 January to 31 March 1998” by the Director of Housing outlining the proposed 
Performance Review System for Housing Services and setting out the fourth Quarterly Review 
report. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report and the Quarterly Performance Review for the period from 

1 January to 31 March 1998 be noted. 
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CLOSURE  OF  LANE  AT  HOLLY  STREET/OAKBANK  STREET,  CRAIGNEUK,  AIRDRIE 
 
42. With reference to paragraph 52 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it had been agreed to continue consideration of a report regarding a Petition received from 
residents in the Holly Street/Oakbank Street, Airdrie requesting closure of a lane, there was 
submitted a report dated 16 April 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to the Petition (1) 
outlining the background to the Petition; (2) intimating that investigation by the Area Office had 
concluded that the residents in the vicinity of the lane had no objections to its closure; (3) advising 
that the lane could be closed off by the erection of a 6 foot palisade fence adjacent to the existing 
6 foot fence, and would prevent access to and from the site, with the cost of the work being estimated 
at £400, and (4) indicating that if closure was considered, the residents adjoining the lane could be 
approached to ascertain if they would wish to integrate the ground into their garden areas at no cost 
to the Council. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the closure of the lane at Holly Street/Oakbank Street, Airdrie be approved and that the 

matter be referred to the Planning and Development Committee to commence closure 
procedures; 

 
(2) that in the event of the lane closure, the Director of Housing be authorised to erect a 

matching palisade fence at a cost of £400 to close the lane and approach adjacent residents 
to ascertain if they would wish to acquire the ground, and 

 
(3) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
FINANCIAL  CONTRIBUTION  TO  CHARTERED  INSTITUTE  OF  HOUSING 
 
43. With reference to paragraph 51 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 

1997, when it had been agreed that a contribution be made to the Chartered Institute of Housing in 
the sum of £3,082 for the 1997/98 financial year, there was submitted a report dated 7 May 1998 by 
the Director of Housing regarding a request for funding of £3,752 from the Chartered Institute of 
Housing towards training and development activities for the financial year 1998/99. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a contribution in the sum of £3,752 be made to the Chartered Institute of Housing, for the 

1998/99 financial year, and 
 

(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to fund the Chartered Institute of Housing on the 
same basis in future financial years. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS   DON’T  MISS  OUT” 
 
44. There was considered an invitation from Chapman Hendy Associates to attend a conference entitled 

“New Housing Partnerships Don’t Miss Out” to be held in Glasgow on 8 May 1998. 
 

Decided: that it be noted that the Council were not represented at the conference. 
 
 
 

C 
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(2)  “WORKFARE  OR  WELFARE?  -   HOUSING  CARE  AND  SUPPORT  INTO  THE  NEXT  
CENTURY” 
 
45. There was considered an invitation from the National Housing Federation to attend the conference 

entitled “Workfare or Welfare? - Housing Care and Support into the Next Century” to be held in 
Nottingham from 8-10 July 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(3)  “THE  FOYER  FEDERATION  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  1998  -  ADVERTISING  AND  
EXHIBITION  OPPORTUNITIES”   
 
46. There was considered an invitation from the Profile Corporate Communications to attend the 

conference entitled “The Foyer Federation National Conference 1998 - Advertising and Exhibition 
Opportunities” to be held in London on 14 July 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(4)  “ACTION  PLANS  FOR  COMMUNITY  SAFETY” 
 
47. There was considered an invitation from the Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference 

entitled “Actions Plans for Community Safety” to be held in Edinburgh on 19 August 1998.  
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
(5)  “THE  ROLE  OF  HOUSING  IN  ENSURING  SOCIAL  INCLUSION” 
 
48. There was considered an invitation from the Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference in 

Edinburgh entitled “The Role of Housing in Ensuring Social Inclusion”  to be held in Edinburgh on 
20 August 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(6)  “SAFER  NEIGHBOURHOODS” 
 
49. There was considered an invitation from the Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference 

entitled “ Safer Neighbourhoods” to be held in Edinburgh on 21 August 1998. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
(7)  “URBAN  MANAGEMENT,  URBAN  STRUCTURE  AND  URBAN  LIFESTYLE” 
 
50. There was considered an invitation from the IFHP Congress Department to attend a conference 

entitled “Urban Management, Urban Structure and Urban Lifestyle” to be held in Lisbon on 
13-17 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
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(8)  “RAISING  OUR  SIGHTS” 
 
51. There was considered an invitation from the National Housing and Planning to attend a conference 

entitled “ Raising our Sights” to be held in Eastbourne on 26-29 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
(9)  “NEW  COMMUNITIES:  NEW  POWER?” 
 
52. There was considered an invitation from the Combined Heat and Power Association to attend a 

conference entitled “New Communities: New Power?” to be held in London on 24 June 1998. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 2 and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of 
the Act. 
 
 
LOAN  IN  RESPECT  OF  REMEDIAL  WORKS  
 
53. There was submitted a report dated 6 May 1998 by the Head of Legal Services regarding a dispute 

which arose between the former Strathkelvin District Council and an owner/occupier of a former 
Council house in Moodiesburn involving remedial works carried out to the property in 1986/87 (1) 
outlining the background to the purchase from the former Strathkelvin District Council of the Council 
house, in which the former Council provided a home loan, part of which was still outstanding; (2) 
detailing all works carried out to the property, (3) intimating that the owner/occupier had refused to 
return security documentation and to make any payments to the additional advance of £1,500 as he 
had disputed that the works carried out to his roof had been carried out in a satisfactory manner, and 
(4) advising that the most appropriate course of action would be to inform the owner/occupier that the 
Council, although not accepting his claims, would no longer pursue the matter of additional advance. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Administration be authorised to advise the owner/occupier of the 

former Council house in Moodiesburn that the Council would no longer pursue him for 
the monies due in respect of the additional advance. 

 


