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AGENDA ITEM No. .... 1 3 ,  

To: Housing Committee 

From: Director of Housing 

Date: 30 July 1998 

Ref GSW/DDNWG/2 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Sheltered Housing Complexes 
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth 
Common Room Facilities 

1.0 

1.1 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of actions taken to close the Bums 
Memorial Church Hall which had been used as a common room for the P h i e  Place sheltered 
housing complex and in general to review the current management arrangements of the 
common rooms attached to other sheltered housing complexes in Cumbemauld and Kilsyth. 

Background 

There are seven sheltered housing complexes in Cumbemauld and Kilsyth. These are: 

Complex 

Pirnie Place, 
Kilsyth 
Westfield Rd, 
Kilsyth 
John Jarvie Sq, 
Kilsyth 
Rannoch Court, 
Condonat 
Larch Grove, 
Abronhill 
Roadside, 
Cumbemauld 
Stirling Road, 
Kilsyth 

- Units 

28 

24 

14 

37 

37 

35 

12 

Common R o o d  
Communitv Hall 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Warden Accomm Alert Svstem 

Yes Yes 

No No 

No No 

Yes Yes 

Yes No 

Yes Yes 

No * 

Stirling Road complex previously had a warden but is now linked to Burngreen Lodge 
elderly carehespite centre who provide 24 hour standby. Although provided with Alert 
alarms, the residents are directly linked to Bumgreen Lodge as it provides 24 hour cover. 

The three complexes with common rooms are unlike other similar complexes in that they are 
more accurately described as Community Halls. They are not available for use by the 
residents except by arrangement. Generally, they are let for non-resident activities. 
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2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

2.7 

2.8 

2.9 

2.10 

2.11 

2.12 

2.13 

However, no funding is available to Planning and Development to carry out any 
improvements; only essential repairs. This is an anomalous arrangement which does not 
exist within other sheltered complexes in the Central and South Districts. 

This situation has exacerbated problems recently encountered at Pirnie Place, Kilsyth which 
has a common room located within the ground floor of the Bums Memorial Church Hall. 
The main frrst floor of the church is disused and is derelict. 

The lower hall at Pirnie Place has also, unfortunately, been the subject of recent break-ins 
and burglaries which have involved the Housing Department ensuring the necessary repairs 
and security work is carried out. 

Overall, the hall at Pimie Place is not well used by residents of the complex. Occasionally, 
one or two residents will meet to watch a television programme such as a football match. 
The hall is opened for the people to watch television and is locked whenever they leave. 

Other groups, outwith the sheltered housing complex, such as the “Townhead Activity Club” 
and the “Bridge Club” use the hall approximately once per week. It could be stated, 
therefore, that local people view the hall as a community facility available to all local people 
and not just the sheltered housing residents. However, the hall still remains under used. 

In addition to the above, it has been brought to light that the part of the hall which is used, ie 
the ground floor, is in a poor state of disrepair. This was confmed by a report submitted by 
the Principal Health and Safety Officer who concluded that the condition of the Church hall 
was such that immediate steps be taken to close the facility. 

The Burns Memorial Church and Hall are owned by North Lanarkshire Council with the 
property held within the Leisure Services Account. Following the recommendation to close 
the church hall Leisure Services are taking steps to re-locate community groups which use 
the facility with the most likely solution being a move to the Council owned facility at 
Garrell Vale Community Education Hall in Kilsyth. 

The church hall also includes a room used by the relief warden when on duty and for 
sleepover purposes. With the closure of the hall, alternative mangements have been made to 
ensure residents have warden cover at all times. A new comunity alarm system is being 
installed linked to Alert which will be used by both the full time warden and the relief 
warden either from the full time warden’s house or via a remote facility. 

The other three complexes of Roadside, Rannoch Court and Larch Grove also have common 
facilities which take the form of a cornunity hall. A breakdown of their usage is given 
below. 

Roadside, The Village, Cumbernauld 

! 

The community hall is run by a Senior Citizen’s Committee who have deferred responsibility 
fi-om Leisure Services to organise the letting of the hall. Apparently, this responsibility is 
formalised through a 99 year lease although no documentation is available on this issue. The 
hall is generally well used by groups and residents from within and outwith the sheltered 
housing complex. There is a specified time, however, of 2.00 pm - 3.30 pm on Mondays 
which is for the sole use of sheltered residents, and for which a charge is made. 
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2.14 Rannoch Court, Condorrat, Cumbernauld 

Organisation of the letting of the hall is the responsibility of Leisure Services. It is well used 
by groups from within and outwith the sheltered housing complex who use the facilities for 
social clubs and functions. 

2.15 Larch Grove, Abronhill, Cumbernauld 

Leisure and Recreation administer the letting of the community hall which is well used by 
local clubs and groups which again draw their members from within and outwith the 
sheltered housing complex. In addition to the administration of the hall, Leisure Services 
also employ a caretaker for this facility. 

3 Recommendation 

3.1 It is recommended that Committee 

A) Homolgate the decision to withdraw the facilities at the Bums Memorial Church and 

B) Notes that negotiations will be initiated with Leisure Services Department to achieve 
agreed management and maintenance arrangements for the halls at Roadside, Rannoch Court 
and Larch Grove, which, although located within sheltered housing complexes, are obviously 
providing a service to the community as a whole. 

4 Background Paaers 

4.1 Background papers are available within the Housing Department. 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 


