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Date: -26 August 1998 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Ref: JLltpSrep 

’S REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM NQ. ..... 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 
SCOTLAND’S TRAVELLING 

EIGHTH TERM REPORT 
PEOPLE - 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

Introduction. 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the eighth term report published by the 
Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on Scotland’s Travelling People. 

Background. 

The Secretary of State for Scotland established an Advisory Committee in 1971 to build bridges 
between the Traveller and Settled Communities . Each Advisory Committee has a three year term 
of office and the report recently published is the end of term report of the eighth Advisory 
Committee appointed by the Secretaxy of State. 

Recommendations of the Advisory Committee. 

The recommendations contained in the report are as undernoted - [where appropriate, 
responses to the recommendations are appended in parenthesis] 

Local authorities which have registered their intention to develop new sites and/or upgrade existing 
sites should urgently proceed to complete the process before the end of the grant scheme. 

[North Lanarkshire Council, having met its pitch target has no plans for further development.] 

Local authorities ensure that sites for Travelling People are managed in a professional manner by 
dedicated staff who are given appropriate training and management support to enable them to fulfil 
their duties effectively. 

Forth Lanarkshire Council complies with this recommendation] 

Local Authorities managing Traveller sites should establish a full risk assessment procedure for 
both the site and its operation, to ensure the safety of occupants and staff at all times. 
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[Risk assessments will be carried out as part of Department’s overall Health and Safety Procedures] 

3.4 Local Authorities consider, as part of their ‘Best Value’ arrangements, the means of site provision 
and management which best meets the needs of the client group and the provision of the service. 

3.5 Local Authorities and others continue to practice toleration and non-harassment when dealing with 
illegal encampments causing no other nuisance. 

worth Lanarkshire Council has met its pitch target and has an agreed policy for dealing with illegal 
encampments] 

3.6 The Scottish Office gives urgent priority to undertaking a comprehensive national survey of 
Traveller views, including their views on site provision. 

3.7 With regard to the proposed bi-annual survey of Traveller numbers and site occupancy in Scotland: 

i) 

ii) 

Local Authorities undertake the survey in January and July each year; 

either a future Committee or The Scottish Office takes responsibility for 
administration of the bi-annual count; and 

i 

iii) The Scottish Office makes appropriate specialist resources available to ensure that 
the data collected through the surveys is processed and made available to all local 
authorities, statutory and voluntary agencies working with Travelling People in 
Scotland. 

worth Lanarkshire Council completed this survey in July 199811 

3.8 Local Authonties actively promote goodwill and practice equality of treatment for Travelling 
People in their areas and consider taking action against business and service providers which 
practice harassment andior discrimination against Travellers. 

3.9 The Secretaq of State for Scotland seeks to clarify the ethnic minority status of Scotland’s 
Travelling People. 

, 
3.10 Local Authonties and Police Forces throughout Scotland, co-ordinate their efforts to deal with the 

problem of violence and intimidation within the Traveller community. 
, 

morth Lanarkshire Council has had joint discussions with the Police and the Secretary of State’s 
Advisory Committee to attempt to address this issue.] 

3.1 1 Any hture Advisory Committee continues to liaise with voluntary sector organisations. 

3.12 COSLA sets up a Working Group to consider Traveller issues. 

3.13 With regard to electricity supply, any Advisory Committee progresses the feasibility of Treating 
Travellers as individual customers to conclusion. 

3.14 A future Committee addresses the state of the health of the Traveller population, to comply with 
Government health policies. 
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3.15 Each Local Authority identifies an officer to fulfil the role of Travelling People’s Liaison Officer 
within its establishment. 

worth Lanarkshire Council complies with this recommendation. The Travelling People’s Liaison 
Officer is employed by the Social Work Department. ] 

3.16 General Practitioners, Midwifes and Health Visitors take their opportunity to encourage Traveller 
parents to register the birth of their children. 

3.17 Local authorities review existing policies on positive discrimination for ethnic minorities to ensure 
inclusion of GypsyiTraveller groups, highlighting and monitoring their particular situation and 
needs in access to public services. 

3.18 COSLA pursues a policy of equity for Travellers in access to and use of public services, particularly 
an education which supports a travelling way of life, including access to learning materials and 
supported study while travelling. 

3.19 Local authorities ensure that individual schools take responsibility for approaching locally based 
Travellers to encourage access to school, the formation of strong school/family partnerships, 
support for children’s learning while travelling and to reduce bullying and racism. 

3.20 Local Authorities, through COSLA, jointly seek ways to ensure the transfer of simple records and to 
support Travellers’ use of open and distance learning materials in order to ensure continuity and 
coherence in their education. Opportunities for inter-authority collaboration in setting up tutor 
support networks should be sought from agencies such as the Prince’s Trust. 

3.2 1 The Scottish Office ensures that education of Travellers is included within a broader review of 
education support for interrupted learners. 

3.22 The Scottish Office incorporates the particular needs of Travellers and problems of interrupted 
learning within its guidance on teacher training and curriculum initiatives. 

3.23 Given the value of the Scottish Traveller Education Programme, The Scottish Office, as a matter 
of urgency, takes positive action to ensure that this accumulated experience and expertise is 
preserved and developed as a national resource. 

3.24 Local Authorities regularly monitor the attendance of Travellers in schools near to official and 
other known sites and set up a system of proactive follow-up to reduce absenteeism, except when 
genuinely travelling, using a collaborative approach between school, Community Education Staff, 
Education Welfare Officers and Attendance Officers. 

3.25 Local authorities support regular attendance of Traveller children, particularly beyond Primary 6 
Stage, and provide positive discrimination through: 

i) provision of transport (irrespective of distance); 

ii) reservation of sufficient places on school roles to accommodate the intermittent 
nature of travelling; and 

iii) institution of a simple communication system to enable Travellers to advise a 
school of their intention to return. 
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3.26 

3.27 

3.28 

3.29 

3.30 

3.31 

3.32 

4. 

4.1 

Local authorites, schools and Community Education staff consider the advantages of international 
links in Traveller education using the specific SOCFUTES, Comenius and Action 2 funds. 

The Scottish Office ensures that information on aspects of Gypsy/Traveller life and culture is 
included in curriculum guidance to schools. 

The ADES, the GTC and the teachers’ associations include Gypsy/Travellers in their ethnic 
minority positive support and anti-discrimination measures. 

Local authorities seek to educate all staff as part of their ethnic minorities training, particularly 
staff dealing with Travellers in their daily work, e.g. in housing, education, social work and police 
services. 

Local authorites seek to educate the settled community in the lifestyles and culture of Travelling 
People in order to promote mutual understanding. 

The Secretary of State ensures adequate Scottish representation on UK and European Committees 
relevant to education for Gypsy/Travellers. i 

The Secretary of State appoints a ninth Advisory Committee to complete outstanding tasks. 

Recommendation. 

It is recommended that Committee notes the terns of this report and that the outstanding issues 
related to Education be referred to the Council’s Education Committee for consideration. 

5. Background Papers. 

5 .1  Available in Department. 

A full copy of the Eighth Term Report of the Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on Scotland’s 
Travelling People has been placed in the Members’ Library for reference 

! 

Director of Housing 


