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Motherwell, 2 September 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Clarke, Vice-Conveners; Provost Mathieson; 
Councillors Burns, Chadha, Craigie, Gray, Hogg, Lyle, McAlorum, McKendrick, McKenna, Maginnis, 
W. Martin, Morgan, Murphy, G. Murray, S.V. Murray, Robertson, Selfridge, Shaw and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Head of 
Housing Strategy and Resources, Strategic Planning Officer and Improvement Grants Manager, Head of 
Construction Resources and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillor Leitch, Logue, Lunny, McElroy, H. McGuigan, McKeown, Nolan and Sullivan. 
 
 
 
CONVENER’S REMARKS 
 
The Convener welcomed Councillor Clarke to his first meeting as Vice-Convener of the Committee. 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  HOUSING  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. There were submitted the Minutes of meetings of the Housing (Special Cases) Sub-Committee held 

on 13 and 26 August 1998. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
REVENUE  ESTIMATES  OUTTURN  REPORT  1997/98  -  HOUSING  REVENUE  ACCOUNT  AND  
HOUSING  NON-HRA 
 
2. There were submitted reports (docketed) dated 17 and 20 August 1998 by the Director of Finance (1) 

detailing the outturn expenditure for the financial year 1997/98 for the Housing HRA and Housing 
Non-HRA Accounts for the period from 1 April 1997 to 31 March 1998; (2) providing a comparison of 
actual expenditure and income against estimated expenditure and income with explanations of the 
most significant variances, and (3) outlining proposals with regard to the Housing HRA Account, for 
the use of the surplus for the year which amounted to £246,300. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the reports be noted, and 
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(2) that the proposals for the use of the 1997/98 surplus on the Housing HRA Account as 
detailed in the report, be approved. 

 
 
 
1998/99  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  REVENUE  ACCOUNT  AND  HOUSING   
NON-HRA  ACCOUNT 
 
3. There were submitted reports dated 25 August 1998 by the Director of Finance (1) advising of current 

Departmental spending levels for the Department of Housing for the period from 1 April 1998 to 
19 July 1998; (2) providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against estimated 
expenditure and income and explanations of the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a 
projected outturn for the Department with details of major underspend and overspend. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 

 
 
 
REPORTS  ON  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
 
4. There was submitted a report dated 28 May 1998 by the Director of Housing detailing a list of useful 

reports and information which had been received by the Housing Department. 
 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 
 

(2) that the reports and information referred to therein be placed in the Members’ Library. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  ACT  1995  (HECA) 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when inter alia, it had been agreed to submit the Council’s HECA report to the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 August 1998 by the Director of 
Housing advising that the Secretary of State in response had indicated that the Council’s first report 
had fully complied with the requirements of HECA, and was commended for its strategy and 
approach to improving energy efficiency in residential properties. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REVIEW  OF  SCOTTISH  HOMES  HOMELESSNESS  POLICY 
 
6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 July 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

Scottish Homes review of its Homelessness Policy (1) intimating that Scottish Homes had 
commissioned a research report to review the effectiveness of its current activities in relation to 
homelessness; (2) summarising the main findings of the report; and (3) detailing within Appendix 1 to 
the report, the response sent to Scottish Homes by the Director of Housing which was required to be 
submitted by 24 July 1998. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 
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(2) that the action taken by the Director of Housing in responding to Scottish Homes as outlined 
within Appendix 1 be homologated. 

 
 
 
NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS:  THE  NEXT  PHASE 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that further progress reports on New Housing Partnership bids be 
submitted to future meetings as appropriate, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
26 August 1998 by the Director of Housing outlining arrangements by the Scottish Office for the next 
phase of new housing partnership bids (1) advising that local authorities in collaboration with Scottish 
Homes, had been invited to submit detailed proposals for projects for 1999/2002 by 15 December 
1998; (2) indicating that an additional £278 m had been made available to support new projects 
which met the criteria by New Housing Partnerships over the next three financial years as detailed in 
Appendix 1 to the report; (3) intimating that the Scottish Office had also invited local authorities to 
submit proposals for a share of £2 m allocated for the current financial year by 24 September 1998; 
(4) detailing the criteria with which a small number of high quality bids would need to comply, and (5) 
indicating that since the Scottish Office letter was only received on 24 August, there had been 
insufficient time to fully examine the detailed implications of the new phase of New Housing 
Partnerships. 

 
Decided: that the content of the Scottish Office letter of 24 August 1998 be noted, and that a 

further more detailed report with recommendations be submitted to a future meeting of 
the Committee as the Council’s response to the bid process. 

 
 
 
LOCAL  CARE  PARTNERSHIP  SCHEME 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the outline proposal to develop a Joint Mental 
Health/Homelessness Initiative Project under the Local Care Partnership Scheme within North 
Lanarkshire be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 August 1998 by the 
Director of Housing detailing the jointly agreed proposal with Lanarkshire Health Board and 
Lanarkshire Health Care NHS Trust under the Local Care Partnership Scheme in respect of 
developing a service in 1999/2000 for homelessness people with mental illness (1) intimating the 
financial implications of the proposal in which the Council’s contribution in year 1 would be £24,918 
and £79,836 in year 2, with funding for year 2 being contingent upon the satisfactory evaluation of 
year 1; (2) proposing that the Council meet its element of matching funding in year 1 by staff 
secondment to the project, and (3) advising that if the bid was successful, the Council’s share of 
recurring revenue costs would be submitted for consideration as part of the forthcoming budget 
discussions. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the bid from the Council, in collaboration with Lanarkshire Health Board and Lanarkshire 

Health Care NHS Trust to the Local Care Partnership Scheme be approved, and 
 

(2) that if the bid was successful, the Director of Social Work in conjunction with the Director of 
Housing, Lanarkshire Health Board and Lanarkshire Health Care NHS Trust identify an 
appropriate location, agree management and evaluation arrangement and enter into 
inter-agency planning agreements to enable the successful implementation of the project. 
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NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  CARE  AND  REPAIR  PROJECT  -  PROGRESS  REPORT 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, it had been agreed, inter alia, that the Care and Repair Steering Group be authorised to 
agree detailed terms and a Revenue Budget not more than £49,526 for the first year of operation of 
the Care and Repair Project, there was submitted a report dated 11 August 1998 by the Director of 
Social Work detailing the progress to date on the establishment of the Care and Repair Project. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
COUNCIL  TAX:  CARERS  DISCOUNT  AND  DISABILITY  REDUCTION  SCHEME 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meting of the Social Work Committee held on 

25 August 1998 when that Committee, inter alia, referred a report dated 29 July 1998 by the Director 
of Social Work on the potential to increase the weekly income of families with carers in North 
Lanarkshire by launching a Council Tax Carer’s Discount Campaign and a Council Tax Disability 
Reduction Campaign to this Committee for information and consideration, there was submitted the 
said report by the Director of Social Work thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be approved, and 

 
(2) that a further report by the Director of Housing be submitted clarifying eligibility. 

 
 
 
GARDEN  ASSISTANCE  SCHEME 
 
11. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 1998 

when inter alia, it had been agreed that the second lowest offers for the Garden Assistance Scheme 
for Central and South Districts submitted by Brophy Grounds Maintenance in the sums of 
£188,091.39 and £192,128.99 per annum for a three year period respectively be approved, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 August 1998 by the Director of Housing reviewing the 
contract arrangements for the Garden Assistance Scheme in the Central and South Divisions as a 
consequence of the unacceptable level of service being provided by the Contractor, Brophy Grounds 
Maintenance (1) outlining concerns raised by tenants and the efforts made to resolve them during the 
contract to date; (2) identifying three options available for progressing the Garden Assistance 
Scheme on a satisfactory basis; (3) indicating that Option 3, which would involve (a) Brophy 
continuing to be responsible for an agreed geographical area and number of gardens and (b) 
alternative contractors contracted to carry out the remainder, would be the best solution to address 
problems in the short term, and (4) advising that Option 3 would only be pursued if appropriate rates 
and operational arrangements could be offered by the alternative Contractors. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Director of Housing in consultation with the Convener as 

detailed in paragraph 4.5 of the report and to conclude negotiations with Brophy 
Grounds Maintenance on the variation and termination of the existing contract and to 
progress and finalise negotiations with an alternative Contractor(s) for the remainder of 
gardening season be homologated. 
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AIRBLES  ROAD/LEVEN  STREET,  MOTHERWELL  -  SHELTERED  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  -  
PROGRESS 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 October 

1997 when inter alia, it had been agreed that the development of proposals for a sheltered complex 
of 28-30 units with detailed costs be reported to a future Committee, there was submitted a report 
dated 20 August 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) intimating that following detailed negotiations 
with the Director of Social Work and Acting Director of Construction Services an Assisted Living 
Project of 30 units in the form of two storey flatted development with lifts and associated common 
facilities had been progressed to detailed design stage, and tenders issued for a diversion of a sewer 
which bisected the site; (2) outlining that the estimated costs for the sewer diversion had increased 
substantially with the lowest tender submitted being significantly higher than the budget allocation; 
(3) advising that as a result, the Acting Director of Construction Services was investigating other 
options to minimise this element of the development costs, and (4) indicating that as a result the 
project start would be delayed with a resultant reduction in capital spend for this financial year. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that a further report detailing the recommended design option for this Project be submitted to 

a future Committee. 
 
 
 
SHELTERED  HOUSING  COMPLEXES  -  CUMBERNAULD  AND  KILSYTH - COMMON  ROOM  
FACILITY 
 
13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 July 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the 

closure of the Burns Memorial Church Hall which had been used as a Common Room for the Pirnie 
Place Sheltered Housing Complex, Kilsyth (1) outlining the background to and the use of the seven 
Sheltered Housing Complexes in Cumbernauld and Kilsyth; (2) detailing the impact that the closure 
of Burns Memorial Church Hall would have on local Community Groups, and (3) outlining the letting 
arrangements of the Complexes at Roadside, the Village, Cumbernauld, Rannoch Court, Condorrat, 
Cumbernauld and Larch Grove, Abronhill, Cumbernauld. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Director of Housing in closing the common room facilities at the 

Burns Memorial Church Hall be homologated, and 
 

(2) that negotiations initiated with the Director of Leisure Services to achieve agreed 
management and maintenance arrangements for the Complexes at Roadside, Rannoch 
Court and Larch Grove, Cumbernauld be noted, which although located within Sheltered 
Housing Complexes, were providing a service to the Community as a whole. 

 
 
 
CUMBERNAULD  YMCA/YWCA  FUNDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
 
14. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing Committee held on 

11 March 1998 when inter alia, it had been agreed that the operation and management of the Young 
Single Homeless People Project under the auspices of Cumbernauld YMCA/YWCA at Kildrum 
House, be the subject of a further joint review by the Directors of Housing and Social Work to bring 
the level of deficit funding into line with the base budgetary provision and to paragraph 22 of the 
Minute of the meeting of the Social Work (Planning and Administration) Sub-Committee of 11 August 
1998 when inter alia, it had been agreed to de-register Kildrum House, Cumbernauld, alter the 
funding arrangements and that interim arrangements be made to provide support, there was 
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submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding progress 
made in the joint review (1) advising that following a series of meetings with Cumbernauld 
YMCA/YWCA, Kildrum House had been de-registered, that the occupiers would be eligible for 
Housing Benefit and the accommodation would operate on a similar basis to that provided by the 
Tenancy Services and Accommodation Section of the Housing Department; (2) outlining the financial 
request made by the Cumbernauld YMCA/YWCA of £61,070 deficit funding for 1997/98 and £20,500 
for Management Fees, and (3) indicating the budgetary provision for Management Fees in 1998/99 
budget was £10,000 leaving a balance of £71,570. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that immediate payment of a grant of £10,000 be approved from the budget set aside for the 

Management Fee in 1998/99; 
 

(2) that the request for the increase of £10,500 in the Management Fee to a total of £20,500 
above the base budget be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration; 

 
(3) that the position concerning the deficit of £61,070 claimed by the YMCA/YWCA be noted, on 

the understanding that the Directors of Housing and Social Work would verify the basis of 
this figure with the organisation, and  

 
(4) that the Director of Housing submit a report thereon to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  SCOTLAND’S  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  SCOTLAND’S  
TRAVELLING  PEOPLE  -  EIGHTH  TERM  REPORT 
 
15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of the Eighth Term Report published by the Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on Scotland’s 
Travelling People (1) advising that the Advisory Committee had been established to foster better 
relationships between the Traveller and Settled Communities, and (2) detailing the recommendations 
of the end of term report by the Advisory Committee and where appropriate, the responses made by 
the Director of Housing. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the issues relating to Education as detailed in the report be referred to the Education 

Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
JOINT  LIAISON  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  WOMEN’S  AID 
 
16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of Joint Liaison Arrangements set up with the Director of Social Work and the Women’s Aid Group 
operating within North Lanarkshire (1) advising that it had been acknowledged that work with 
Women’s Aid and development of its service would be best achieved if the Housing and Social Work 
Departments had a clearer understanding of their respective and joint roles when working with 
Women’s Aid; (2) providing details of a Strategy to assist in the operation and development of a 
range of services with Women’s Aid; (3) detailing the current financial position of the Monklands, 
Cumbernauld and Motherwell Branches of Women’s Aid; (4) outlining the key roles of Housing and 
Social Work Departments in relation to Women’s Aid and the principles employed by both 
Departments in liaising with Women’s Aid, and (5) detailing an action plan which included the 
rationalisation of services, provision of refuge spaces and implementation of liaison arrangements. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 
 

(2) that the arrangements as detailed within the report be approved as the basis for liaison 
arrangements between the Council and local Women’s Aid Groups, and 

 
(3) that  the action plan as detailed within the report be approved. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  INITIATIVE  ON  ROUGH  SLEEPING 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a more detailed report on the Council’s bid for funding for 
Rough Sleepers Challenge funding be submitted following notification of the outcome of the bid in 
order to consider the implementation arrangements, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
19 August 1998 by the Director of Housing on the outcome of the Council’s recent submission of a 
further bid for resources under the Scottish Office Rough Sleepers Initiative (1) outlining the 
background to the bid; (2) intimating that the Secretary of State for Scotland had approved revenue 
funding for the continued employment of Outreach Workers for a further 13 months and capital 
funding of £194,384 for the provision of the direct access accommodation unit in Airdrie; (3) 
indicating that as further work was required to assess the extent of rough sleeping in the South 
District a further bid for funding to provide direct access accommodation in Motherwell had been 
invited for consideration in October of this year, and (4) informing that revenue funding of £71,026 
over two years (1998/99 and 1999/2000) had also been approved in respect of the running costs of 
the unit at Airdrie. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the offer of grant from the Scottish Office be accepted; 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing, in conjunction with the Acting Director of Construction Services 

submit proposals for the refurbishment of the former Black Street Depot in Airdrie to a future 
meeting of the Committee to achieve the Capital Expenditure in 1998/99, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Housing be authorised to continue research into the extent of rough 

sleeping in the South District and prepare a further bid for Challenge Funding for submission 
to the Secretary of State by October 1998. 

 
 
 
YOUTH  HOUSING  STRATEGY 
 
18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the formulation of a Youth Housing Strategy which would assist with the co-ordination, planning and 
provision of services for young homeless people in North Lanarkshire (1) outlining the background to 
and the need for the strategy which was detailed as Appendix 1 to the report and which was 
formulated jointly with the Director of Social Work; (2) detailing the key elements of the strategy for 
housing and support for vulnerable young people; (3) intimating that an essential element of the 
strategy was the Joint Assessment Procedure which was now being implemented following initial joint 
training between Housing and Social Work Support Workers; (4) indicating that the strategy also 
contained a joint protocol which outlined the procedure to be followed when a young person was 
ready to live independently, and (5) proposing that a corporate “Sixteen Plus Strategy Group” be 
established to oversee the implementation and development of the Youth Strategy and the action 
plan set out in the Children’s Services Plan for Young People Aged Sixteen and Over. 

 

C 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the Youth Housing Strategy be approved, 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Social Work Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
CCTV  SYSTEMS  -  HOMELESS  ACCOMMODATION 
 
19. There was submitted a report dated 20 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the 

installation of CCTV equipment in homeless accommodation at 42/44 Thrashbush Avenue, Airdrie 
(1) outlining the background to and the need for CCTV equipment to be installed, and (2) providing 
details of the equipment to be installed at a the cost of approximately £12,000. 

 
Decided: that the proposal, as outlined within the report, to install an improved door entry 

system and CCTV equipment in homeless accommodation at 42/44 Thrashbush 
Avenue, Airdrie be approved. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  BENEFIT  VISITING  OFFICERS 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of this Committee held on 28 January 1998 when, inter 

alia, it had been agreed that the temporary contracts for the two Housing Benefit Officers be 
extended for up to one year, with a review after six months to establish the financial and operational 
viability of further extending the Scheme, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 August 
1998 by the Director of Housing (1) advising that since April 1998, the project had been self-financing 
and the Visiting Officers’ contracts had been extended on a temporary basis to March 1999, subject 
to a mid-year review of the project; (2) indicating that between 1 April and 31 July 1998 267 claims 
had been investigated, and fraud established in 126 cases, resulting in weekly benefits savings of 
£214,826; (3) intimating that without the Visiting Officer Project it was estimated that the Council 
would have incurred a subsidy penalty of £265,000 for not meeting the Weekly Benefit Savings 
Target in the current financial year; (4) proposing that the contract of  the two Visiting Officers be 
extended on a temporary basis to March 2000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contract of the two Housing Benefit Visiting Officers be extended on a temporary 

basis to March 2000. 
 

(2) that the matter be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for its consideration. 
 
 
 
ESTATE  BASED  INITIATIVES 
 
(1)  CONSIDERATION  BY  COATBRIDGE  AREA  COMMITTEE 
 
21. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of the Coatbridge Area Committee held 

on 23 June 1998 when it had been agreed that the budget provision for the Estate Based Initiative 
Project for Coatbridge North and South be divided equally among each of the 10 Electoral Wards 
covered by the Coatbridge Area Committee, there was submitted a report of 23 July 1998 by the 
Director of Housing (1) intimating that to date referrals from the Wishaw and Newmains, Motherwell, 
Bellshill, Airdrie and Northern Corridor Area Committees had been approved, and (2) advising that to 
identify and progress Estate Based Projects on a Ward to Ward basis as suggested by the 
Coatbridge Area Committee would be contrary to established procedures and would not accurately 
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reflect or deal with the priorities established and identified by the local Area Office or achieve best 
value in terms of the Estate Based Initiatives budget. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Estate Based Projects referred to within the report and outlined within Appendix 1 to 

the report be referred back to the Coatbridge Area Committee for consideration on the basis 
of  the procedures adopted by all other Area Committees, and 

 
(2) that the criteria detailed within the report for identifying Estate Based Projects be formally 

adopted for all projects. 
 
 
 
(2)  CONSIDERATION  BY  CUMBERNAULD  AND  KILSYTH  AREA  COMMITTEE 
 
22. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when it had been agreed that Estate Based Initiative Projects be considered in the first instance 
by Area Committees, with a view to the submission of the recommendations to this Committee, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 July 1998 by the Director of Housing advising of further 
projects approved by the Cumbernauld Area Committee as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report. 

 
Decided: that the Estate Based Initiative Project detailed within Appendix 1 to the report be 

approved. 
 
 
 
DEMOLITION  OF  LOCK-UPS  AT  11-19  GOLFHILL QUADRANT,  AIRDRIE 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 1 June 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) advising that the lock-

ups at 11-19 Golfhill Quadrant, Airdrie were constantly being vandalised, and on occasions had been 
set on fire; (2) proposing that the lock-ups be demolished since there was no demand for them and 
the maintenance was a drain on scarce resources, and (3) indicating that the cost of demolition of the 
lock-ups could be found from the Department’s budget. 

 
Decided: that the demolition of the lock-ups at 11-19 Golfhill Quadrant, Airdrie be approved. 

 
 
 
ROCHSOLES  COMMUNITY  RESOURCE  PROJECT -  REDUCED  RENTAL 
 
24. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 July 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a 

request from the Rochsoles Community Resource Project for a reduction of rent for the premises at 
63B Rochsoles Drive, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to the Rochsoles Community Resource 
Project, and  (2) indicating that reduced rental would enable them to make savings on their annual 
grant requirement. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the request for a reduction in rental for the property at 63B Rochsoles Drive, Airdrie by 

Rochsoles Community Resource Project effective from 1 April 1998 for the duration of its 
funding by the Council be approved, and 

 
(2) that the matter be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) Sub-

Committee. 
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ESTATE  CARETAKING  SERVICE  -  AIRDRIE  SOUTH 
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 5 August 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) outlining the 

background to and the need for an additional Estate Caretaker within the Airdrie South Area Office, 
and (2) detailing that provision had been made for this additional post within the housing revenue 
account budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the appointment of a Estate Caretaker at a salary grade of MG3 for the Cairnhill/ 

Coatdyke area of Airdrie be approved, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
GREEN  PAPER  -  “BEATING  FRAUD  IS  EVERYONE’S  BUSINESS:  SECURING  THE  FUTURE” 
 
26. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 August 1998 by the Director of  Housing  (1) 

commenting on a Green Paper entitled “Beating Fraud is Everyone’s Business: Securing the Future”  
which outlined proposals for welfare reform; (2) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, the Director 
of Housing’s response to the Department of Social Security, and (3) intimating that the Council’s 
observations and a copy of the response to the DSS had been forwarded to COSLA.  

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing’s response to the Green Paper as detailed in Appendix 1 

to the report be homologated. 
 
 
 
Councillors Burns, Lyle, McLaughlin and S. V. Murray declared an interest in the following item of 
business and took no part in the consideration thereof. 
 
 
RE-TENDERING  OF  HOUSING  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS 
 
27. With reference to paragraph 34 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the action taken to commence the retendering of the two 
housing maintenance contracts be noted, on the understanding that more detailed reports would be 
submitted to Committee as matters progressed, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
19 August 1998 by the Director of Housing identifying the main issues to be tackled for the housing 
maintenance contracts (1) detailing the outline timetable and market consultation process for the re-
tendering exercise; (2) summarising the existing contract arrangements with Building and Roads 
DLO; (3) outlining packaging options for re-tendering and the impact on departmental monitoring and 
control; (4) intimating that following receipt of the Secretary of State’s Section 19 Direction on 23 July 
1998 the re-tendering exercise for the two repair and maintenance contracts had been suspended 
and the 10 contractors who had submitted expressions of interest advised accordingly, and (5) 
indicating that the main objective in pursuing the re-tendering exercise must be to achieve more cost 
effective arrangements than are offered by  the current contracts. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the timetable as detailed within the report for the re-tendering exercise be noted; 

 
(2) that the action taken by the Director of Housing to progress the market consultation process 

as set out within the report be homologated; 
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(3) that the package option to be used as the basis for the consultation exercise as outlined 
within the report be noted; 

 
(4) that the Director of Housing be authorised to introduce any changes essential within existing 

Client Roles and Resources as detailed within the report; 
 

(5) that the action taken by the Director of Housing to suspend the re-tendering exercise 
commenced in June 1998 be homologated; 

 
(6) that the Directors of Housing and Administration, in consultation with the Conveners of 

Housing and Personnel Services Committees be authorised to approve any additional 
staffing resources required for monitoring new contract arrangements and a report thereon be 
submitted to a future meeting, and 

 
(7) that the contents of the report be noted on the understanding that further more detailed 

reports would be submitted as matters progressed. 
 
 
 
THE  NEW  DEAL  AND  ENERGY  EFFICIENCY  -  ALLOCATION  OF  RESOURCES  FOR  1998/99 
 
28. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the allocation of resources by the Scottish Office for the New Deal and Energy Efficiency in 1998/99 
(1) outlining the background to the Scheme; (2) indicating that the Energy Efficiency measures to be 
funded by the Scheme applied to draughtproofing, loft and pipe insulation and cold and hot water 
tank insulation; (3) intimating that the Council’s allocation was £270,000 based on the level of 
Housing stock; (4) proposing that properties where energy efficiency measures were required and 
could be achieved, be identified, and (5) advising that physical works be undertaken by approved 
network installers who had recruited employees under the New Deal. 

 
Decided: that the method of implementing the energy efficiency measures as identified in the 

report be approved. 
 
 
 
ACCOUNTS  COMMISSION  REPORT  -  EMERGENCY  REPAIRS  TO  COUNCIL  HOUSES 
 
29. There was submitted a report dated 20 August 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) referring to the 

publication by the Accounts Commission of a report entitled Emergency Repairs to Council Houses; 
(2) advising that the report covered a number of areas in relation to emergency repairs including 
sections on the cost of emergency repairs, managing the Emergency Repairs service and suggested 
areas where improvements could be made, and (3) indicating that this Council was identified as an 
Authority operating good practice in relation to the repairs and maintenance service. 

 
Decided: that the report produced by the Accounts Commission and the favourable comments in 

relation to the level of dayworks for housing repairs within North Lanarkshire be noted. 
 
 
 
PROPERTIES  AT  PARKHEAD  LANE  AND  CHAPEL  STREET,  CHAPELSIDE,  AIRDRIE  -  CAPITAL  
PROGRAMME 
 
30. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 August 1998 by the Director of  Housing (1) 

advising that 15 “Mitchell Camus” blocks of flats at Parkhead Lane and Chapel Street, Airdrie had 
been identified within the Capital Programme, as properties which required re-roofing and over-
cladding; (2) highlighting that tenants living within 5 blocks had experienced difficulties due to water 
penetration of the properties; (3) indicating that one tenant, an owner/occupier, was unwilling to 
contribute a share of the costs of the repairs and had also refused offers of grant assistance, and (4) 
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intimating that the Head of Legal Services and Director of Environmental Services were considering 
the options open to the Council under the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 and the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990 (as amended) and had  also sought the advice of Counsel on the implications. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing be authorised, in consultation with the Directors of Administration 

and Environmental Services to submit a full report to a future meeting of the Committee on 
receipt of Counsel’s opinion, and 

 
(2) that the steps taken to progress the matter to date be noted. 

 
 
 
SAMPLING,  TESTING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  DRINKING  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  MULTI-
STOREY/HIGH  RISE  BLOCKS 
 
31. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of the cyclic maintenance/sampling, testing and analysis regime which was in place in respect of  
drinking water delivered to cold sink unit taps in properties within multi-storeys/high rise blocks (1) 
indicating that the estimated cost of the re-piping work in the remaining 15 towers still to be upgraded 
was £400,000, and (2) proposing that the remaining work be funded on a phased basis from the 
current year’s Capital Programme, with the balance being funded from the 1999/2000 Capital 
Programme within the Major Repairs Section, South District budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the procedures in place to ensure the delivery of a wholesome drinking water supply to 

cold sink unit taps in multi-storey/high rise blocks be noted, and 
 

(2) that the action taken to alter pipework in certain multi-storey/high rise blocks to ensure a 
direct supply from the main storage tank be approved. 

 
 
 
REVISED  HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  (HRA)  1998/99 
 
32. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of this Committee held on 11 March 1998 when, inter 

alia, the revised Capital Programme (HRA) for the 1998/99 financial year had been approved, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 August 1998 by the Director of Housing reviewing 
spending plans within the current year’s HRA Capital Programme (1) indicating that this review will 
take account of the most up to date projections on resources available; (2) intimating that the results 
of the review which were detailed at Appendix 3 to the report indicated that at this stage a slight 
shortfall of £60,000 was projected on capital receipts, which was equivalent to a decrease in 
resources of only 0.34%, and therefore a reduction in spending targets was not considered necessary 
at this stage; (3) intimating that within the overall programme revised expenditure projections for a 
number of projects would require adjustment to spending plans within each of the five district/area 
programmes as detailed within Appendix 3 to the report, and (4) indicating that any decrease in 
projected spend would be due either to a reduction in estimated costs to fulfil previously stated 
contract objectives or as a consequence of delays in achieving a site start due to complications with 
the pre-tender processes. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised Capital Programmes as detailed at Appendix 3 be approved,  and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for its consideration. 

 

C 
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CENTRAL  HEATING  PROGRAMME  -  CLAIMS  FOR  COMPENSATION 
 
33. The Director of Housing (1) reported orally on the circumstances surrounding two claims for 

compensation which had been received by the Department of Housing in relation to central heating 
installations, and (2) intimated that a full report on the claims for compensation and the policy 
implications for the Council would be submitted to the Special Meeting of the Committee on 
9 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing submit a full report on claims for compensation in respect 

of central heating installations to a Special Meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  MONITORING  AND  PROGRESS  STATUS  REPORT 
 
34. There was submitted a joint progress report (docketed) dated 20 August 1998 by the Director of 

Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services on the progress of the 1998/99 Capital 
Programme. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  CAVITY  WALL  INSULATION 
 
(a)  223  HOUSES,  NEWMAINS  AND  WISHAW 
 
35. There was submitted a report dated 4 June 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services  

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Insulation Programme 1998/99 (South) 
Priority 11 - 223 Houses, Newmains and Wishaw, was that of Fibreglo Insulations Limited, Shotts, in 
the sum of £27,356.53, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line 
with the authority granted by the Committee on 10 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(b)  189 HOUSES,  OVERTOWN  AND  WISHAW 
 
36. There was submitted a report dated 9 June 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services  

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Insulation Programme 1998/99 (South) 
Priority 12 - 189 Houses, Overtown and Wishaw, was that of Clyde Insulation Contracts (UK) Limited, 
Falkirk, in the sum of £27,486.85, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this 
matter in line with authority granted by the Committee on 10 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(2)  TOWER  BLOCK  REFURBISHMENT  1998/99  -  FLEMINGTON  CONCRETE  REPAIRS,  PHASE  2 
 
37. There was submitted a report dated 12 June 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services  

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Tower Block Refurbishment 1998/99 - 
Flemington Concrete Repairs, Phase 2, was that of Llewellyn SDL Limited, Kirkintilloch, in the sum of 
£141,688.90, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line with 
authority granted by the Committee on 10 June 1998. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
(3)  MINI  PROGRAMME,  NORTHFIELD  ROAD/RENNIE  ROAD,  KILSYTH,   
 
(a)  PHASE  3 
 
38. There was submitted a report dated 16 June 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services  

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme, Northfield Road/Rennie 
Road, Kilsyth, Phase 3, was that of Gilchrist and Lynn Limited, Airdrie, in the sum of £345,842.40, 
and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in line with authority granted 
by the Committee on 10 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(b)  PHASE 3 - ADDITIONAL  BLOCKS 
 
39. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services (1) advising that in order to spend the full allocation within this financial year the Director of 
Housing had requested that an additional block at 91-131 Rennie Road, Kilsyth be incorporated into 
the contract; (2) intimating that the Acting Director of Construction Services had negotiated an 
extension to the existing contract with the contractors to carry out the additional work at the same 
rates and conditions in the sum of £110,000 up to a maximum expenditure of  £455,842.40 for the 
contract. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the actions of the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating an extension to 

the existing contract to include an additional block, up to a maximum expenditure of 
£455,842.40 be homologated, and 

 
(2) that the extension to the existing contract with Gilchrist and Lynn Limited, Airdrie to carry out 

the additional works be approved. 
 
 
 
(4)  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  PRE-WAR  STOCK  4  -  160  HOUSES  - 
       PRIORITY  M6,  CAMBUSNETHAN 
 
40. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Installation of Double Glazing in all Window 
Replacement Contracts throughout North Lanarkshire be approved, there was submitted a report 
dated 6 July 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services (1) advising that the lowest tender 
for Single Glazed Replacement Windows for the Pre-War Stock 4, 160 Houses, Priority M6, 
Cambusnethan, was that of Pyramid Windows (UPVC) Limited, in the sum of £197,003.29; 
(2) intimating that since the tender was issued the policy had changed to the installation of double 
glazed windows only and consequently an addendum Bill of Quantities had been issued to all 
tenderers for supplying and installing all units with double glazing; (3) indicating that after checking, 
the lowest offer for double glazing of the 160 Houses, Priority M6, Cambusnethan was that of North 
Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £208,696.40, and (4) informing 
that the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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(5)  NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES  -  RE-RENDERING  MAXIM  HOUSES  (SOUTH),  PHASE  1 
 
41. There was submitted a report dated 14 July 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Non-Traditional Houses - Re-rendering 
Maxim Houses (South), Phase 1, was that of A. C. Whyte and Company Limited, Glasgow, in the 
sum of £137,977.50, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms 
of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(6)  RE-RENDERING  MOODIESBURN,  7  BLOCKS,  BRIDGEBURN DRIVE 
 
42. There was submitted  a report dated 14 July 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Re-rendering Moodiesburn, 7 Blocks, 
Bridgeburn Drive, was that of Bell Decorating Group Limited, Airdrie, in the sum of £81,027.79, and 
(2) the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(7)  MAJOR  REPAIRS  1998/99,  38  MINISTRY  HOUSES,  CLELAND 
 
43. There was submitted a report dated 5 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Major Repairs 1998/99, 38 Ministry Houses, 
Cleland, was that of A. C. Whyte and Company Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £401,328.39, and 
(2) the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(8)  RE-ROOFING  (FLAT  ROOFS)  PROGRAMME,  SHAWHEAD,  PHASE  4 
 
44. There was submitted a report dated 14 July 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

(1) advising that the lowest tender before checking for the Re-roofing (Flat Roofs) Programme, 
Shawhead, Phase 4, was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the 
sum of £487,921.44; (2) intimating that North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, 
had subsequently withdrawn their offer; (3) indicating  that after a review of the remaining tenders, 
the lowest offer was that submitted by J. B. Bennett (Contracts) Limited, Kilsyth, in the sum of 
£515,617.61, and (4) informing that the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(9)  REFURBISHMENT  OF  BACKCOURT  AREAS  HILLTOP,  EASTWOOD  AND  NETHERHILL 
       ROADS,  LAVEROCK  TERRACE  AND  PLEAKNOWE  CRESCENT,  MOODIESBURN 
 
45. With reference to paragraph 51 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when it had been agreed to accept the tender from Land Engineering (Scotland) Limited, 
Fenwick, Ayrshire, in the sum of £193,160.56, there was submitted a report dated 14 August 1998 by 
the Acting Director of Construction Services (1) advising that the Director of Housing had requested 
that additional soft landscaping and drainage work be carried out at several work sections together 
with an additional bin store, and (2) indicating that the Acting Director of Construction Services had 
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negotiated an extension to the existing contract with Land Engineering (Scotland) Limited to 
accommodate the works at an additional cost of £20,000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the actions of the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating an extension to 

the existing contract with Land Engineering (Scotland) Limited in the sum of £20,000, up to a 
maximum expenditure of £213,160.56 for the contract, be homologated, and 

 
(2) that the extension to the contract with Land Engineering (Scotland) Limited, Ayrshire to carry 

out the additional works in the sum of £20,000 be approved. 
 
 
 
(10)  ESTATE  REGENERATION  -  PETERSBURN,  LUING,  PHASE  3  (16  BLOCKS) 
 
46. There was submitted a report dated 12 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

(1) advising that the lowest tender for the contract for the Estate Regeneration - Petersburn, Luing, 
Phase 3 (16 Blocks) was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill in the 
sum of £592,502.05; (2) intimating that North Lanarkshire Council, Buildings and Roads DLO, 
Bellshill had subsequently withdrawn their offer; (3) indicating that after a review of the remaining 
tenders, the lowest offer was that submitted by MacKenzie Construction Limited, Glasgow, in the sum 
of £675,845.81; (4) informing that although the period for acceptance had expired, the Contractor had 
agreed to confirm his offer subject to a minor increase in the measured rates, amounting to a revised 
offer of £680,277.58, and (5) advising that the Director of Administration was now progressing the 
matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(11)  HOME  SAFETY  AND  SECURITY  1998/99  -  REWIRING  GOWKTHRAPPLE  (381  HOUSES) 
 
47. There was submitted a report dated 13 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Home Safety and Security 1998/99 - 
Rewiring Gowkthrapple (381 Houses) was that of Jordan Electrics Limited, Wishaw, in the sum of 
£324,823.33, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(12)  NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS  WATLING  STREET  INITIATIVE  MOTHERWELL,  PHASE  2 
48. There was submitted a report dated 8 July 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the demolition of housing blocks at Watling 
Street and Cornelia Street as part of the New Housing Partnerships Watling Street Initiative 
Motherwell, Phase 2 was that of George Hunter (Demolishers) Limited, Glasgow  in the sum of 
£141,563.63, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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(13)  MINI-ESTATE  REGENERATION  (CENTRAL)  TO  ANNAN  AND  ENDRICK  COURTS,   
        COATBRIDGE 
 
49. With reference to paragraph 49 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when it had been agreed that the lowest tender by J. and W. Loudon Limited, Coatbridge for the 
contract for the Estate Regeneration Mini Programme (Central) Annan and Endrick Courts, 
Coatbridge, in the adjusted sum of £255,229.34 be approved, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 28 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services advising that the 
acting Director of Construction Services had negotiated with J. and W. Loudon Limited, Coatbridge, 
for a second block to be added to the contract for the Estate Regeneration Mini Programme (Central) 
Annan and Endrick Courts, Coatbridge using the rates and conditions contained in the original 
contract document in the sum of £176,655.99. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action of the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating with the lowest 

tenderer for the addition of a second block, be homologated, and 
 

(2) that the negotiated tender by J. and W. Loudon Limited, Coatbridge in the sum of 
£176,655.99 be approved. 

 
 
 
(14)  NEW  UPVC  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99,  151 HOUSES,  ABRONHILL,   
         PHASE  4  AND  KILSYTH,  PHASE  23 
 
50. There was submitted a report dated 19 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for UPVC Window Replacement Programme 
1998/99, 151 Houses, Abronhill, Phase 4 and Kilsyth, Phase 23 was that of North Lanarkshire 
Council Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £172,258.44, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(15)  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOFS  (ROSEMARY  TILES) 
 
(a)  CENTRAL,  PHASE  9  (47  BLOCKS) 
 
51. There was submitted a report dated 19 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 
Central, Phase 9 (47 Blocks) was that of Helforn Limited, Glasgow in the sum of £457,962.95, and (2) 
the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of  his delegated powers. 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(b)  SOUTH,  PHASE  11  (31  BLOCKS,  NORTH  MOTHERWELL  AND  FORGEWOOD) 
 
52. There was submitted a report dated 19 August 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 
South, Phase 11 (31 Blocks) was that of G. F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, in the sum of 
£252,771.91, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing the matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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NON-HRA  HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  1998/99  REVIEW 
 
53. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Council held on 26 March 1998 

when, inter alia, an allocation of £1.929m for Non-HRA Housing within the Composite Capital 
Programme 1998/99 had been approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 August 
1998 by the Director of Housing reviewing spending plans within the Non-HRA Housing Capital 
Programme 1998/99 to take account of the most up-to-date projections of resources available and 
progress on programme implementation (1) summarising the current level of resources available for 
the Non-HRA Programme; (2) intimating, within Appendix 1 to the report, revised spending plans; (3) 
detailing the proposed programme adjustments regarding grants for below tolerable standard houses 
and other grants, and (4) informing that the programme would be closely monitored, and any  further 
adjustments would be submitted for Committee’s consideration as necessary. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised capital programme as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report be approved, 

and 
 

(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  SHOP  IMPROVEMENTS 
 
54. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, the revised 1998/99 Capital Programme had been approved, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a 
programme of shop improvements for the central and south districts (1) advising that discussions had 
taken place between the Directors of Housing and Planning and Development to identify proposals 
for shop improvements for this financial year on the basis of urgency, cost saving to the Council and 
ability to let high income properties; (2) proposing five locations determined as being of immediate 
priority at a total cost of £90,000, and (3) intimating that a survey would be carried out of all the 
commercial properties on the Housing Account, with a view to developing a comprehensive strategy, 
and (4) indicating that the results of the survey would be reported to a future Housing Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposals for shop improvements in the five locations identified within the report as 

immediate priority be approved, and 
 

(2) that a survey examining all options in relation to commercial properties contained in the 
Housing Account be approved, with a report on the outcome submitted to a future Housing 
Committee. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CONSULTATION  PAPER:  “BEYOND  THE  TOLERABLE  STANDARD” 
 
55. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 August 1998 by the Director of Housing 

commenting on  a consultation paper received from the Scottish Office on the Government’s 
proposed review of the Tolerable Standard which is the prime benchmark for determining basic 
housing conditions in Scotland. 

 

C 

C 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the Director of Administration be authorised to respond to the Scottish Office in terms of 
the comments contained within the Director of Housing’s report, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Environmental Services Committee for its consideration. 

 
 
 
HOLEHILLS  INITIATIVE  -  PREFERRED  BID 
 
56. With reference to paragraph 44 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee 
on the outcome of the expressions of interest in the development of a site at Holehills, Airdrie as part 
of the Holehills Initiative, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 July 1998 by the Director 
of Housing regarding progress to date in relation to the Holehills Initiative (1) advising that two 
Partnership bids had been received for the initiative from Tilbury Douglas Partnership Housing with 
Cairn Housing Association and Inverlink with Link Housing Association; (2) providing an evaluation of 
the bids; (3) intimating that the Evaluation Working Group had identified a preference for the bid 
submitted by Tilbury Douglas Partnership Housing with Cairn Housing Association, and (4) indicating 
that further investigation of ground conditions, the subsequent cost of any ground consolidation 
required and progress with the developer and Lanarkshire Development Agency would be reported to 
a future Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the acceptance of the bid by Tilbury Douglas Housing Partnership be approved provided 

that the necessary  funding for ground consolidation works had been secured; 
 

(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to continue negotiation with Tilbury Douglas to 
establish the extent of the ground works required, and 

 
(3) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development (Building and Property) 

Sub-Committee for consideration regarding the various land issues identified in the report. 
 
 
 
MUIRHOUSE  ESTATE,  MOTHERWELL  REGENERATION 
 
57. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

an update on the current position regarding the regeneration of Muirhouse Estate, Motherwell (1) 
outlining the background to the Muirhouse Regeneration Initiative which began in 1993; (2) detailing 
proposals for Muirhouse Estate, Motherwell which required action to finalise the regeneration of the 
estate; (3) advising that the site adjacent to the Wimpey private development site and Grange Tower 
had been marketed for private development  as detailed in appendix 1 to the report; (4) outlining the 
various land and property issues associated with the proposals for the site, and (5) intimating that 
proposals for a play area on the site had yet to be finalised and would be the subject of a further 
report to Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the site adjacent to Grange Tower as identified within Appendix 1 to the report, be 

marketed for the development of private housing; 
 

(2) that the site currently owned by St. Brendan’s Church and shown within Appendix 1 to the 
report, be included for private housing, provided the acquisition could be concluded; 
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(3) that the demolition of four blocks of maisonette at 122-144, 146-200, 98-120 and 
42-96 Shields Drive, Motherwell, together with the lock-ups on the sites identified within 
Appendix 1 to the report, proceed, with the demolition costs being contained within the 
1998/99 Capital Programme; 

 
(4) that the cleared site currently housing the four blocks identified above be transferred to 

Wishaw and District Housing Association at a value to be agreed by the Council and the 
Association, and  

 
(5) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development  (Building and Property) Sub-

Committee for its consideration. 
 
 
 
QUARTERLY  PERFORMANCE  REVIEW  1  APRIL  1998  -  30  JUNE  1998 
 
58. There was submitted a report and a document (docketed) entitled “Quarterly Performance Review 

1 April to 30 June 1998” dated 7 August 1998 by the Director of Housing setting out the first quarterly 
performance review for Housing Services. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report and the Quarterly Performance Review for the period from 

1 April to 30 June 1998 be noted. 
 
 
 
SERVICE  PLAN  1998  QUARTERLY  REVIEW 
 
59. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 August 1998 by the Director of Housing on the 

progress made to date towards the implementation of the priorities identified in the Departmental 
Service Plan for 1998/99 (1) advising on the progress and current status of each priority as at the end 
of the first quarter to 30 June 1998 as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, and (2) intimating that 
overall significant progress had been made in taking forward the action specified in the pursuit of the 
nine strategic objectives for the Housing Service during the year 1998/99. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CHARTER  MARK  AWARD  1998 
 
60. With reference to paragraph 49 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it had been agreed that the Director of Housing be authorised to progress an application for the 
Charter Mark Award 1998 and that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee, there was submitted a report dated 5 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regard the 
progress to date of the Department’s application for a Charter Mark Award (1) outlining details of the 
application for the Charter Mark which had been submitted on 30 June 1998, and (2) indicating that 
the result of the application would be intimated in December 1998. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken to submit the Charter Mark application be noted, and 

 
(2) that a further report be submitted to a future Committee on the outcome of the application. 
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PETITIONS 
 
(1)  SPRINGHILL  RESIDENTS  REGARDING  LANE  BETWEEN  5  AND  7  MORAR  WAY,  SHOTTS 
 
61. There was submitted a report dated 31 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents in Springhill, Shotts requesting the closure of a lane between 5 and 7 
Morar Way, Shotts (1) outlining the background to the Petition; (2) advising that the lane at present 
was not widely used by the public as its main use was for access by residents to the lock-up area, 
and (3) intimating that if the lane was closed two metal gates could be erected serving as access to 
the lock-ups with keys being provided to the residents affected. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the closure of the lane be approved; 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development Committee for its consideration, 

and 
 

(3) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
(2)  DRUMCLAIR  PLACE,  AIRDRIE 
 
62. There was submitted a report dated 5 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents of Drumclair Place, Airdrie regarding the conduct of a tenant in a 
block of flats at Drumclair Place, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to the Petition, and (2) advising 
of the action taken by the local Housing team. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the local Housing team would monitor the situation for a further period of 

three months, and 
 

(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
(3)  PIRNMILL  AVENUE,  BRODICK  AVENUE  AND  KILBRENNAN  DRIVE,  MOTHERWELL 
 
63. There was submitted a report dated 10 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents of Pirnmill Avenue, Brodick Avenue and Kilbrennan Drive, 
Motherwell requesting the closure of the access between Brodick Avenue and Pirnmill Avenue, 
Motherwell (1) outlining the background to the Petition, and (2) informing that after a survey had been 
carried out with the residents of Pirnmill Avenue, Brodick Avenue and Kilbrennan Drive, no objection 
to the closure had been made. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the closure of the access between Brodick Avenue and Pirnmill Avenue, Motherwell, be 

approved; 
 

(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development Committee for consideration; 
 

(3) that the steps at the access be removed, the area be landscaped and a 2 metre high fence 
be erected along the perimeter of the cul-de-sac that forms Brodick Avenue, Motherwell, and 
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(4) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
 
(4)  LOGANS  ROAD,  MOTHERWELL 
 
64. With reference to paragraph 40 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Housing would explore the possibility of 
converting the grass area facing Logans Road into parking bays in an attempt to alleviate the 
problems faced by some of the residents, there was submitted a report dated 10 August 1998 by the 
Director of Housing (1) intimating that a full investigation had been carried out with the tenants from 
Logans Road, Motherwell; (2) informing that they had indicated that there was no demand for parking 
bays at this location, and (3) indicating that to alleviate the problems associated with youths 
gathering in the area, the Department could remove the existing fencing and landscape the area and 
open the lane. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the existing two metre high ranch type fence be removed and that a one metre high 

metal fence be erected around the open space area, with the landscaping in this area being 
upgraded, with all works being accommodated within existing budgets, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(5)  CUMBRAE  CRESCENT,  CUMBRAE  PLACE  AND SIKESIDE  STREET,  COATBRIDGE 
 
65. There was submitted a report dated 17 August 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents of Cumbrae Crescent, Cumbrae Place and Sikeside Place, 
Coatbridge seeking compensation from the Council for the level of noise, dirt and toxic hazards 
endured, while demolition work had taken place on five blocks of maisonette flats in Cumbrae 
Crescent, Coatbridge (1) outlining the background to the Petition; (2) intimating that the residents 
concerns regarding toxic hazards ie. brown asbestos could not be substantiated, and (3) indicating 
that the use of an on-site crusher was an expediency which not only helped allow the contract time to 
be reduced by 7 weeks, but also resulted in less noise, dust disruption and vehicle movement. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(6)  MUIRHEAD  GARDENS/BLACKCROFT  TERRACE,  SALSBURGH 
 
66. There was submitted a report dated 26 June 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a Petition 

received from residents in Muirhead Gardens/Blackcroft Terrace, Salsburgh,  requesting the closure 
of a lane connecting Muirhouse Gardens and Blackcroft Terrace, Salsburgh (1) outlining the 
background to the Petition; (2) informing that investigation by the Area Housing Office had concluded 
that the residents in the vicinity of the lane had no objections to its closure; (3) advising that the lane 
could be closed off by the erection of a six foot palisade fence adjacent to the existing fence at a cost 
of £700, and (4) intimating that if closure was agreed, the residents adjoining the lane could be 
approached to ascertain if they wished to integrate the ground into their garden areas at no cost to 
the Council. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the closure of the lane be approved; 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development Committee for consideration; 
 

(3) that the Director of Housing be authorised to erect a matching palisade fence to close the 
lane and to approach adjacent residents to ascertain if they wish to acquire the ground, and 

 
(4) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(7)  WATER  STANDPIPES  IN  CUMBERNAULD 
 
67. With reference to paragraph 28 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when the report by the Director of Housing regarding water standpipes in Cumbernauld was 
continued to a future meeting to allow further consideration of the proposal, there was submitted a 
report dated 29 July 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the East of Scotland Water Board’s 
proposals to remove water standpipes from garage sites in the Cumbernauld area, and in response to 
a Petition received from residents in Cumbernauld objecting to the proposals (1) advising that the 
East of Scotland Water Board had reported a significant level of vandalism in the number of garage 
sites which had led to a gradual removal of standpipes over a period of time; (3) informing that the 
Board was concerned that vandalism of the standpipes could cause contamination to the public water 
supply, and (3) indicating that it would be beneficial to obtain more detailed information from the 
Board on the exact level of emergency call-outs being experienced and the likelihood of 
contamination of the public water supply. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing be authorised to request the East of Scotland Water Board to 

provide detailed information on the level of vandalism being experienced,  and the risk of 
contamination should  the water standpipes remain operational, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
PROPOSED  LANE  CLOSURE  -  19/21  AFFRIC  AVENUE,  PLAINS 
 
68. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the closure 

of a lane adjacent to 19/21 Affric Avenue, Plains (1) intimating that no objections to the proposed 
lane closure had been received from residents, and Strathclyde Police were supportive of the 
closure; (2) advising that if the closure proceeded, the erection of a six foot metal fence at a cost of 
£1,500 would be required, and (3) indicating that if the closure was agreed, an area of ground 
adjacent to the site could be sold to the owner/occupier at 21 Affric Avenue, Plains, who had 
expressed an interest in the land. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the closure of the lane adjacent to 19/21 Affric Avenue, Plains be approved, and 

 
(2) that the issues in relation to the lane closure and land purchase be referred to the Planning 

and Development Committee for consideration. 
 
 
Councillor Lyle declared an interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof. 
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TRANSFER  OF  GROUND  AT  ST  MIRRENS  ROAD,  KILSYTH 
 
69. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 31 July 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a 

request for the transfer of a piece of ground at St. Mirrens Road, Kilsyth in Council ownership to the 
Royal Bank of Scotland (1) advising that if the conveyance was agreed, there would be no cost 
implication to the Council and that a court action by the Royal Bank of Scotland against the Council, 
currently sisted, would be abandoned; (2) detailing the background to the court action and the 
proposal, and  (3) indicating that the Council’s insurers had confirmed that all legal costs and fees 
would be covered by indemnity insurance. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the transfer of the Council-owned piece of ground to the Royal Bank of Scotland as 

detailed within the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that the report be submitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) Sub-
Committee for its consideration. 

 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  (NORTH)  TENANTS  AND  RESIDENTS  FEDERATION  -  FINANCIAL  
CONTRIBUTION 
 
70. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

a request by North Lanarkshire (North) Tenants and Residents Federation that the Council meet the 
cost of a final debt owed by the Federation (1) detailing the financial situation of the Federation up to 
31 March 1997 when the Council had ceased providing funds, and (2) intimating that the Federation 
had been unable to pay their final auditors account for the sum of £1,894.10 (inclusive of VAT) and 
had  requested that the Council meet their outstanding liability. 

 
Decided: that a payment of £1,894.10 to North Lanarkshire (North) Tenants and Residents 

Federation to meet the final auditors account be approved, and funded from the 
Tenants Participation budget. 

 
 
 
AMENDMENT  TO  SCHEME  OF  DELEGATION  -  HOUSING  SERVICE 
 
71. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 June 1996, 

when it had been agreed that the Scheme of Delegated Powers for authorised Officers of the 
Department of Housing be approved, on the basis that any future review of the Scheme or proposed 
amendments hereto, be reported to the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
25 August 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a revision to the Scheme of Delegated Powers 
in relation to the authorisation of Repair and Improvement Grants and seeking that the Repair and 
Improvement Grants Manager be added to the list of officers who could determine applications for 
Improvement Grants and Repair Grants from private owners/occupiers in accordance with Council 
policy and appropriate legislative provisions. 

 
Decided: that the addition of the Repair and Improvement Grants Manager in the Scheme of 

Delegated Powers to approve applications for improvement and repair grants as 
detailed within the report be approved. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “3RD  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  FOR  THE  PROVIDERS  OF  SERVICES  TO  THE  ELDERLY” 
 

C 
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72. There was considered an invitation from the Northern Consortium of Housing Authorities to attend a 
conference entitled “3rd Annual Conference for the Providers of Services to the Elderly” to be held in 
York on 16 and 17 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
(2) “UNDER  ONE  ROOF:  CREATING  AN  INCLUSIVE  SOCIETY” 
 
73. There was considered an invitation from the National Housing Federation Conferences to attend a 

conference entitled “Under One Roof: Creating an Inclusive Society” to be held in Birmingham on 
16-18 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(3) “RIGHTS,  RISKS  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES  -  A  COMMUNITY  RESPONSE” 
 
74. There was considered an invitation from the British Association for the Study and Prevention of Child 

Abuse and Neglect Annual Conference to attend at conference entitled “Rights, Risks and 
Responsibilities - A Community Response” to be held in Perth on 10 October 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(4) “PARTICIPATION  FOR  REAL  COMMUNITY  ENGAGEMENT :   POWER  SHARING  OR 
      TOKENISM” 
 
75. There was considered an invitation from Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation to attend a conference 

entitled “Participation for Real Community Engagement:  Power Sharing or Tokenism” to be held in 
Birmingham on 22 October 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(5)  “MARKETING  SOCIAL  HOUSING  -  A  NEW  IDENTITY” 
 
76. There was considered an invitation from the Northern Consortium of Housing Authorities to attend a 

conference entitled “Marketing Social Housing - A New Identity” to be held in Blackpool on 
8 and 9 October 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 


