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3.1 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update Members on the current positions relating to the provision of a 
rail link bus service and the re-opening of the railway line between Airdrie and Bathgate. 

Airdrie to Bathqate Bus Link 

Members will recall from previous reports that the creation of a high quality bus link between the 
railway stations of Airdrie and Bathgate was dependent on the success of an application by the 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport (SPT) to the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) for Rail Passenger 
Partnership funding to the value of f325,515. 

Despite the concerns of the Airdrie Area Committee and the Department of Planning and 
Environment, the Director General of Strathclyde Passenger Transport, in his report to the 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority Operations Committee on 7 March 2003, advised that: 

a) 

b) 

the SRA had announced the closure of the Rail Passenger Partnership Fund from 30 
January 2003; and 
the SRA had advised the SPT that they would not make a contribution towards the cost of an 
Airdrie-Bathgate budrail link 

Consequently the Director General asked the Operations Committee to agree that the tenders were 
not awarded. 

Whilst not contributing directly to the bid or the proposed bus service, North Lanarkshire Council had 
undertaken to provide a bus bay on Weaver Road and five bus shelters along the route. The 
implementation of this infrastructure had previously been postponed due to the delay in securing the 
bus link. 

The Director of Planning and Environment has taken the decision to provide this infrastructure 
notwithstanding the decision not to provide the bus service. The bus lay-by will provide a useful stop 
over location for buses as, Committee will recall from previous reports, problems are arising from bus 
services stopping on Weaver Road between timetabled runs. 

Funding for the works are provided for within the Department's Capital Programme and completion is 
anticipated this financial year. 

Airdrie to Bathnate Rail Link 

North Lanarkshire Council, in partnership with West Lothian Council, Strathclyde Passenger 
Transport, and the Scottish Executive, are in the process of letting a contract for a consultant to carry 
out a detailed feasibility study into the re-opening of the Airdrie to Bathgate rail line. The study will 
include the assessment of the condition of the existing infrastructure and the identification of the 



requirements for re-opening the line to passenger and freight services, preferably on a double-track 
electrified line. 

3.2 The proposal to re-open the Airdrie to Bathgate section of the former Bathgate and Coatbridge 
Railway (Monklands Railway) line arose as a priority public transport mitigation measure to alleviate 
traffic pressure on the M8 east-west motorway route through Central Scotland, as identified in the 
Scottish Executive's Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study (CSTCS). The purpose of this study 
is to identify any constraints to the re-opening and provide robust costings for the complete scheme; 
the Scottish Executive would thereafter use this information to determine the viability of the project. 

3.3 Should the scheme estimates be acceptable, and there are no significant barriers identified that 
would impede the scheme, it would still potentially be 2010 before the line may be re-opened, 
allowing for the Parliamentary Order process, detailed design, lead-in periods, the scale of the works 
themselves, and the general fact that it will have a significant impact on the operation of the rest of 
the rail network in Central Scotland, and beyond. 

3.4 The total cost of the study will be approximately f600,OOO. North Lanarkshire Council, West Lothian 
Council, and Strathclyde Passenger Transport are each contributing €30,000. The Scottish 
Executive is meeting the balance from their Integrated Transport Fund (ITF). It is expected that this 
study will be complete by the end of March 2004. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 Committee is asked to note: 

a) the closure of the Rail Passenger Partnership Fund by the Strategic Rail Authority; 
the resulting decision by the Strategic Rail Authority not to contribute to the establishment of 
a bus link between Airdrie and Bathgate; and 

c) the subsequent decision by the Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority Operations 
Committee not to award the contracts for the bus service: 

d) the decision by the Director of Planning and Environment to provide a bus lay-by on Weaver 
Road, Airdrie and bus shelters along the route of the intended bus service in order to support 
existing local bus services 
the current position regarding the feasibility study into re-opening the Airdrie-Bathgate railway 
line. 

b) 

e) 

b David M. Porch 
Director of Plannina and Environment 
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