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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

Date: 2 October 1998 RefiGW/AR/9 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 

Reports and Information Update 

P?. 
REPORT AGENDA ITEM NO. .. i.ir.... h-2 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the committee on useful reports and information which have 
been received by the Housing Department. 

2. Reports and Information Received. 

2.1 Since the last committee, the following reports have been received and may be of interest to 
members. 

Tackling Rural Housing ; Scottish Homes Policy Statement 1998 - Scottish Homes 

The purpose of this report is to illustrate Scottish Homes’ understanding of the specific problems 
encountered in rural areas and to emphasis its continuing commitment in meeting these challenges. 

In recent years, central government has initiated considerable policy development for rural areas. 
This document examines some of the main factors which form the context for Scottish Homes work in 
rural areas, the strategy and activities undertaken in tackling the identified issues and the approach taken 
by Scottish Homes to resource allocation in rural areas. The report offers statistics on tenure, dwelling 
type and households and contextual issues of rural lifestyles and the effects of scale and distance. 

Care in the Community; Scottish Homes Policy Statement 1998 - Scottish Homes 

This document reaffirms the commitment and priority given by Scottish Homes to Care in the 
Community. 

Scottish Homes has recently reviewed its current policy in order to address the ever changing and 
complex needs of Care in the Community. In this policy, Scottish Homes has reaffirmed its commitment 
to playing a principal role in enabling people who have been excluded from participating fully in 
society, including those people with particular needs who have been inappropriately housed in 
institutional settings or in unsuitable housing in the community. This report looks at the main 
contribution Scottish Homes makes to Care in the Community through strategic planning, policy 
development and research and through administering grants for new housing and the adaptation of 
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existing housing. It also addresses Scottish Homes promotion of high standards of housing management 
and best use of existing housing . 

Operation of the Homeless Persons Legislation in Scotland 1986/87 to 1996/97: Local Authority 
analyses - The Scottish Office Statistical Bulletin, Government Statistical Service 

This bulletin presents statistics for each local authority on how they assessed and dealt with applicant 
households under the homeless persons legislation in Scotland in 1996/97. This information is as 
recorded by the Scottish Office from local authority returns. 

The report presents statistical information for all Scottish local authorities for 1996/97. It gives figures 
on the number of applicant households, what type of accommodation was secured for them and how 
many were assessed in priority need. Information is broken down to indicate the age and type of 
applicant household and the reasons why people made a homeless persons application. The bulletin also 
lists the number of households applying to local authorities as homeless or potentially homeless between 
1986/7 and 1996/97. There was a change in data collection in 1990/91 and therefore comparisons 
between 1990/91 and subsequent years with pre 1990 data is not equally valid for all authorities. The 
bulletin also summarises and compares the data of individual local authorities in order to draw 
comparisons between figures, experience, geography and size. 

Community Care Works : Database of Good Practice in Community Care, Issue 23 - Nuffield 
Centre of Community Care Studies, University of Glasgow 

This document lists the latest abstracts of good practice initiatives held on the Community Care Works 
database. 

An abstract of the nomination made to this database by North Lanarkshire Council on the Joint Housing/ 
Social Work procedures on procedures for adaptations , is featured in this issue. 

Annual Review 1997/98 - Strathclyde Elderly Forum 

The Strathclyde Elderly Forum represents the interests of 400,000 older people who reside in the former 
Strathclyde Region Area. The aim of this organisation is to ensure that older peoples' views are heard 
and their needs met. 

This report looks at the organisation's campaigning in 1997/98 in issues such as age discrimination, 
pensions and cold weather payments. The report also highlights the work done in conjunction with local 
and district elderly forums. The document concludes with a section on the forum's future plans and the 
financial summary and accounts for 1997/98. 

0 A raw deal for private sector housing renewal- Chartered Institute of Housing in Scotland 

This briefing is a follow up to the 1996 briefing, Private sector housing; in need of urgent repair?. The 
information is based on a survey of Scottish Local authority private sector renewal budgets following the 
demise of ring fenced allocations in 1996. Whilst it focuses primarily on the financial year 1997/98, the 
Chartered Institute has obtained a three year comparison of budget allocations across 21 local authorities. 

The survey found that since 1995/96, local authorities have reduced their annual spending on private 
sector renewal programmes by almost two thirds and an estimated €116 million from their housing 
improvement budgets have been taken to spend on other areas. More than half of survey respondents 
stated that the effects of these cuts have resulted in other local authority services taking priority over 
housing in 1997/98, primarily education, social work, economic development and transport. Respondents 
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further reported that partnership activities, area regeneration and the wider community have been 
adversely affected by these cuts. 

The Chartered Institute of Housing conclude the report with a number of recommendations including a 
review by the Scottish Office of the funding arrangements for private sector renewal programmes and 
the suggestion that Care and Repair projects must be properly resourced and supported. 

3. Background Information 

3.1 Background information available from Housing Department and Members’ Library. 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 


