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Motherwell, 21 October 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Clarke, Vice-Conveners; Provost Mathieson; 
Councillors A. Burns, Chadha, Gray, Hogg, Lunny, McAlorum, McKenna, Maginnis, W. Martin, Morgan, 
G. Murray, S.V. Murray, Nolan, Robertson, Selfridge, Shaw and Sullivan. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Development 
Manager and Contract Services Manager, Head of Construction Resources, Environmental Health Manager 
and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Leitch, Logue, McCabe, McElroy, McKendrick and Murphy. 
 
 
The Convener exercised his discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter minuted. 
 
 
FLATTED  PROPERTIES  AT  14C  AND  14D  FLLOYD  STREET,  COATBRIDGE  -  APPLICATION  
FOR  REVOCATION  OF  CLOSING  ORDERS 
 
1. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 September 1998 by the Director of Environmental 

Services revoking two Closing Orders made under the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 for flatted 
properties at 14C and 14D Flloyd Street, Coatbridge, by virtue of the provisions of Section 116 of the 
Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 (1) outlining the background to the issue of the Closing Orders made on 
6 March 1992 in which the two properties had failed the Tolerable Standard defined in Section 86 of 
the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987; (2) intimating that an application to revoke the Closing Orders was 
made on 15 July 1998 by Messrs W M Cumming, Turner and Watt, Property Managers, Estate 
Agents acting on behalf of George Wilson Property Company Limited, the owner of both houses, and 
(3) indicating that the houses now met the Tolerable Standard and had all standard amenities as 
defined by the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987. 

 
Decided: that the revocation of the Closing Orders by virtue of the provisions of Section 116 of 

the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 be approved. 
 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  HOUSING  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing (Special Cases) Sub-Committee held 

on 2 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
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ANNUAL  ACCOUNTS  -  AUDIT  OF  ACCOUNTS  1996/97 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 

3 September 1998 when, inter alia, (1) the contents of the External Auditor’s report on the audit of the 
Council’s accounts for 1996/97 had been noted, and (2) it had been agreed that the report be 
remitted to all Committees to take such action as appropriate in light of the Auditor’s comments and 
recommendations, and specifically that all Committees monitor the Year 2000 situation closely in 
view of the problems likely to be encountered as a consequence of the Millennium digit change, the 
said Minute excerpt of the Finance Committee was submitted thereon. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing submit a report on an Action Plan in relation to I. T. 

Systems for the year 2000 incorporating financial implications to a future meeting of 
the Committee. 

 
 
 
1998/99  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  NON-HRA  ACCOUNT  AND  HOUSING  
REVENUE  ACCOUNT 
 
4. There were submitted reports dated 6 and 15 October 1998 by the Director of Finance (1) advising of 

current spending levels for the Housing Department for the period from 1 April to 16 August 1998; (2) 
providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against estimated expenditure and income 
and explanations of the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for the 
Non-HRA and Housing Revenue Account with details of major underspend and overspend. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 

 
 
 
ABSENCE  MANAGEMENT  POLICY  -  MONITORING 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Personnel Services Committee 

held on 3 September 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Absence Management reports 
be submitted to all Committees of the Council to enable consideration of statistics for the appropriate 
Departments, there was submitted the said report by the Head of Personnel Services thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
NEW  GUIDANCE  ON  DESIGN  OF  HOUSING 
 
6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 September 1998 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of a new Scottish Homes Publication “Housing for Varying Needs - A design guide Part 1” 
which would replace several of the existing “Scottish Housing Handbooks” (1) outlining the 
background to and the need for the new publication; (2) advising that the guidance was designed in 
two parts, with a further report to be submitted when Part 2 was published, and (3) detailing all 
guidance on the design of houses and flats including comprehensive details on specific issues. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that  the new Design Guide be used as a reference for future development briefs issued by 

the Director of Housing, and 
 

(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development and Construction Services 
Committees and the Policy and Resources (Equal Opportunities) Sub-Committee for 
information. 
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TRIPARTITE  MEETING 
 
7. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the outcome of the Tripartite meeting held with the Scottish Office and Scottish Homes on 
24 September 1998 (1) outlining the background to the meeting, which takes place every two years; 
(2) detailing the key points of the meeting which considered Housing Need, Community 
Regeneration, Housing Management and Housing Stock Improvements, and (3) advising that the 
meeting provided an opportunity for the Council and Scottish Homes to highlight their achievements 
and to raise issues of concern with Scottish Office. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CONSULTATION  PAPER  -  MANDATORY  LICENSING  OF  HOUSES  IN  
MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 
 
8. There was submitted a joint report (docketed) dated 4 September 1998 by the Directors of Housing 

and Environmental Services summarising and commenting on a consultation paper which had been 
received from the Scottish Office entitled “Mandatory Licensing Scheme of Houses in Multiple 
Occupation” which set out the Government’s proposals for the introduction of a mandatory licensing 
scheme for houses in multiple occupation in Scotland. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the comments set out in the report be approved as the Council’s formal response to the 

Scottish Office consultation paper proposing the introduction of a mandatory licensing 
scheme for houses in multiple occupation in Scotland and that the Director of Administration 
respond accordingly, and  

 
(2) that in addition to the comments set out in the report, the Director of Administration include in 

the response, that local authorities be given the scope when licensing to set their own ceiling 
in relation to the number of residents in a house which was the only or the principal 
residence, to reflect differences in house types in different parts of the country, and of the 
likely increase in demand for repair and improvement grants which should be considered in 
determining future funding of Local Government services. 

 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL  AND  SCOTTISH  HOMES  STRATEGIC  AGREEMENT  AND  
JOINT  INVESTMENT  STRATEGY  1998/99  -  2000/01 
 
9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of the Council and Scottish Homes’ strategic agreement and joint investment strategy which was 
signed by the Convener of Housing and a Board Member of Scottish Homes on 24 September 1998 
(1) advising of the purpose of the joint investment strategy, and (2) intimating that the strategy set out 
proposed joint investment priorities for three years within an agreed set of objectives which aimed to 
meet housing needs within an overall partnership framework to promote social inclusion and 
economic development in North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided: that the contents of the strategic agreement and joint investment strategy which was 

detailed within Appendix 1 to the report be approved. 
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EQUIPMENT  AND  ADAPTATIONS  UPDATE 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 7 May 1997 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed to approve the recommendations of the Joint Social 
Work/Housing Working Group in relation to aids and adaptations, there was submitted a progress 
report (docketed) dated 9 October 1998 by the Directors of Housing and Social Work (1) advising 
that requests for adaptations to homes for disabled people and their carers had increased by 15% per 
year since 1990 as public awareness of community care had grown; (2) intimating the performance 
following implementation of the new procedures; (3) detailing current developments which will lead to 
other procedures being reviewed, and (4) outlining specific issues which will be reviewed. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
TRAVELLING  PERSONS  SITE 
 
11. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998, when a proposal to lease Travelling Persons Sites at Forrest Street, Airdrie and Kirklee Road, 
Mossend be rejected but that the Director of Housing be authorised to continue consultation with 
Mr. Lowther, there was submitted a report dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of Housing in 
respect of the current position regarding the under-utilised Travelling Persons’ sites owned and 
managed by the Council (1) outlining the background to these sites; (2) advising that a further 
meeting had been arranged with the Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on Scotland’s 
Travelling People to take place on 2 November 1998 in which the Director of Housing would again 
raise the issue of the Authority’s “pitch target” in an effort to convince the Advisory Committee that 
there was over provision for this client group, and (3) intimating that a further proposal by 
Mr. Lowther regarding his wish to lease the site at Forrest Street, Airdrie had been received, that 
detailed proposals on site management issues were currently awaited and, when received, that 
further consideration would be given to his submission. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to enter into further discussion with the parties 

detailed within the report, in an effort to resolve the continuing problems caused by 
under-occupation at the sites. 

 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  MULTI-AGENCY  STRATEGY  TO  TACKLE  VIOLENCE  AGAINST  WOMEN 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it was agreed that the Director of Housing in consultation with other appropriate Officers of the 
Council formulate a draft Council Policy on Violence Against Women, for consideration at a future 
meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of 
Housing on the progress to date in adopting a strategy to tackle the issue of violence towards women 
(1) outlining the background to and the need for the strategy, and (2) advising that a Sub-Group of 
the Community Safety Task Group had been formed to progress the development of a multi-agency 
strategy to tackle violence against women and report to the Housing Committee on a regular basis. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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SCOTTISH  OFFICE  INITIATIVE  ON  ROUGH  SLEEPING 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed (1) that the Director of Housing, in conjunction with the 
Acting Director of Construction Services submit proposals for the refurbishment of the former Black 
Street Depot in Airdrie to a future meeting of the Committee to achieve the Capital Expenditure in 
1998/99, and (2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to continue research into the extent of 
rough sleeping in the South District and prepare a further bid for the Challenge Funding for 
submission to the Secretary of State by October 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
16 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding progress to date with the successful bid for the 
provision of direct access accommodation in the Airdrie area (1) intimating within Appendix 1 to the 
report, a bid for further challenge funding be submitted to the Secretary of State by the deadline of 
15 October 1998; (2) detailing all progress to date with regard to the proposed refurbishment of the 
former Depot at Black Street, Airdrie whereby Blue Triangle Housing Association Limited had 
submitted a proposal to manage the accommodation, but that the £25,800 allowed for managing the 
project had not been awarded by the Scottish Office and was therefore sought from the Council. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Director of Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services 

to finalise the proposed bid for submission for October 1998 be homologated; 
 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee regarding the 
proposal submitted by the Blue Triangle Housing Association Limited; 

 
(3) that the Director of Housing be authorised to liaise with Scottish Homes to seek approval for 

slippage in terms of the expected Capital Expenditure for the refurbishment of the former 
Black Street Depot in Airdrie, and 

 
(4) that the Director of Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services submit further 

reports to future Committees advising of developments. 
 
 
 
COSLA  MODEL  POLICY/GUIDANCE  FOR  COUNCILS  DEALING  WITH  ASYLUM  SEEKERS 
 
14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of a COSLA model policy/guidance for Councils dealing with asylum seekers (1) outlining the 
background to and the need for the adoption of the model policy/guidance, and (2) summarising the 
main points of the model policy/guidance. 

 
Decided: that the model policy/guidance document be approved as a basis for standardising the 

assistance given to refugees and asylum seekers throughout North Lanarkshire. 
 
 
 
JOINT  SOCIAL  WORK  AND  HOUSING  OPERATIONAL  PROCEDURES  (HOMELESSNESS) 
 
15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

Operational Procedures (Homelessness) which were aimed at improving liaison arrangements 
between the Social Work and the Housing Departments (1) outlining the background to and the aims 
of the joint working procedures on homelessness; (2) informing that the joint working practice 
currently existed in respect of young people (aged 16-25 years) and that the Joint Operational 
Procedures (Homelessness) concentrated on families and vulnerable individuals over the age of 
25 years; (3) advising that the operational procedures described the legislative background, roles and 
responsibilities of each Department, objectives of joint working, definitions of people who were 
vulnerable, liaison procedures and monitoring arrangements, and (4) detailing the practices which the 
joint procedures would introduce. 
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Decided:  

 
(1) that the Joint Social Work and Housing Operational Procedures (Homelessness) which were 

appended to the report be approved; 
 

(2) that the implementation of the protocol be subject to further reports, and 
 

(3) that the terms of the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION  (FRAUD)  ACT  1997 
 
16. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 August 

1997, when it had been agreed to note the provisions of the Social Security Administration (Fraud) 
Act 1997 and the Director of Housing’s intention to utilise the powers contained therein to the 
Councils full advantage in the prevention and detection of benefit fraud, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 21 September 1998 by the Director of Housing providing an update on proposals to 
implement administrative penalties under the terms of the Social Security Administration (Fraud) Act 
1997 (1) detailing the administrative penalties which could be applied as set out within Appendix A to 
the report; (2) advising that the power to impose a penalty as an alternative to prosecution therefore 
presents the Council with an opportunity to avoid lengthy and time consuming preparations involved 
and to recover the additional costs involved in the administration of over-payments; (3) intimating 
that the Director of Housing had recently put in place new procedures for the recovery of Benefit 
Overpayments, and (4) indicating that by offering claimants the opportunity to avoid prosecution it 
was anticipated that the administrative penalty would provide a cost effective means of increasing 
revenue and also act as a deterrent to other potential fraudsters. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the provisions of Section 15 of the Social Security Administration (Fraud) Act 1997 be 

noted, and 
 

(2) that the use of the powers contained therein in the prevention of benefit fraud be approved. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  BENEFIT/COUNCIL  TAX  BENEFITS  UPDATE 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the staffing structure for Housing and Council Tax Benefits 
Section be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 September 1998 by the 
Director of Housing on the progress to date in implementing the revised staffing structure for the 
Housing and Council Tax Benefits Section (1) detailing within Appendix A to the report, the new 
staffing structure; (2) advising that the implementation of a new computer system which was 
originally scheduled to be operational by the end of April 1998 had been delayed by five weeks due 
to unforeseen difficulties with converting Benefits data to the new system; (3) indicating that one of 
the two Housing Benefit computer systems was currently being converted to the new system and 
would be available from 12 October 1998, with the second computer system being available by the 
end of October; (4) informing that the final stage of the project would merge the various Housing and 
Council Tax benefit claims so that only one claim will have to be processed and this project will be 
finalised in the near future, and (5) intimating that the Housing and Finance Departments had been 
dissatisfied with the performance of the suppliers in their approach to the project, and accordingly 
finances had been withheld, and that the final payment would only be made when both Departments 
were satisfied that the systems had been fully implemented and fully functional. 

 

C 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the current staffing position be noted, and 
 

(2) that the position regarding 
 

(a) the implementation of the new computer software packages be noted, and 
 

(b) the steps taken by the Director of Housing to eliminate the Council Tax benefit 
backlog be noted. 

 
 
 
ABRONHILL  HOUSING  ASSOCIATION,  TENANTS’  CHOICE  LANDLORD 
 
18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of the Scottish Homes’ approval of Abronhill Housing Association as a Tenants’ Choice Landlord 
(1) outlining the background to the establishment of Abronhill Housing Association as a Tenants’ 
Choice Landlord; (2) advising that although the Housing Association had indicated its intention to 
seek to have some of the Council tenants within Abronhill transferred under the terms of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 1988 as detailed within the report, the Housing Association had indicated that it would 
not intend to seek any such transfers during the current financial year, and (3) outlining the current 
position regarding discussions between the Council and the Association regarding Tenants’ Choice 
Transfers. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Directors of Housing and Administration be authorised to progress discussions, as 

necessary, with Abronhill Housing Association to determine a protocol in accordance with the 
proposals contained within the report. 

 
 
 
CRIME  AND  DISORDER  ACT  1998 
 
(1)  EXTENDED  POWERS  OF  EVICTION  CONSULTATION  PAPER 
 
19. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the extended powers of eviction on the grounds of anti-social behaviour which would come into effect 
on 1 December 1998 (1) outlining the background to the Act with a copy of the Draft Guidance 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report; (2) advising that the new Act extended the scope of the 
grounds which the Council could raise for an action for recovery of possession and included a greater 
range of behaviour committed by a wider range of persons; (3) detailing the position as it will be at 
1 December 1998 regarding the basis on and means by which the possession of a house may be 
recovered; (4) indicating that the definition of “anti-social conduct” was conduct, including speech, 
which was causing or was likely to cause alarm, distress, nuisance or annoyance; (5) informing that 
the Scottish Office was inviting responses to this Guidance to be received no later than 6 November 
1998, and (6) setting out a proposed response as detailed at Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the extended powers conferred by Section 23 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 be 

noted; 
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(2) that the report be remitted to the Member/Officer Working Group on Housing and Neighbour 
Problems to formulate a draft policy on the use of the extended powers as part of the wider 
estate management policy, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Administration respond to the consultation in terms of the letter attached 

as Appendix 2 to the report. 
 
 
 
(2)  GUIDANCE  ON  ANTI-SOCIAL  BEHAVIOUR  ORDERS 
 
20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the Draft Guidance issued by the Scottish Office Home Department (Police Division) in relation to the 
operation of anti-social behaviour orders (1) outlining the background to the Crime and Disorder Act 
1998 which received Royal Assent on 31 July 1998; (2) detailing the draft Guidance which was 
attached as Appendix 1 to the report; (3) summarising the guidance therein; (4) advising that the 
Scottish Office had invited responses to the Guidance to be received no later than 23 October 1998, 
and (5) setting out a proposed response as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Member/Officer Working Group on Housing and Neighbour 

Problems to formulate the draft policy on the application of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders as 
part of the wider estate management policy; 

 
(2) that the Director of Administration respond to the consultation in terms of the letter attached 

as Appendix 2 to the report, and 
 

(3) that the Member/Officer Working Group on Housing and Neighbour Problems also consider 
the provision of a guidance note. 

 
 
 
CLOSE  CLEANING  SERVICE 
 
21. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 September 1998 in respect of the introduction of a 

close cleaning service for flatted/maisonette properties (1) outlining the background to and the need 
for the service; (2) advising that a small inter-departmental Working Group had been established to 
consider the possibility and practicality of introducing a close cleaning service; (3) intimating that to 
assist in consideration of this matter a survey was carried out of all the local authorities throughout 
Scotland the results of which were detailed at Appendix 1 to the report; (4) advising that the survey 
had highlighted a number of issues which required to be considered and developed over the coming 
months and reported to a future meeting of the Committee, and (5) informing that the costs for the 
scheme if introduced on a North Lanarkshire wide basis had been estimated at £600,000 based on a 
weekly service, and intimating that £180,000 had been included in the 1999/2000 Service Plan, and if 
approved, could be used to finance the introduction of pilot cleaning service projects in certain areas 
with a view to assessing the suitability and practicability of introducing a comprehensive service 
throughout North Lanarkshire for the year 2000/2001. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be noted; 

 
(2) that work continue, to examine various outstanding issues in relation to the introduction of a 

close cleaning service, and 
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(3) that tenants/residents be consulted in order that the matter could be considered in more 
detail when the revenue expenditure proposals for next financial year are finalised. 

 
JOINT  SOCIAL  WORK  AND  HOUSING  OPERATIONAL  PROCEDURES  (RENT  ARREARS) 
 
22. There was submitted a joint report dated 1 October 1998 by the Directors of Social Work and 

Housing regarding Operational Procedures (Rent Arrears) which were aimed at improving liaison 
arrangements between the two Departments (1) outlining the background to and the aims of joint 
working procedures for rent arrears; (2) advising that the operational procedures included the 
legislative background, roles and responsibilities of each Department, objectives of joint working, 
definitions of people who were vulnerable, liaison procedures and monitoring arrangements, and (3) 
detailing the practices which the joint procedures would introduce. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Joint Social Work and Housing Operational Procedures (Rent Arrears) appended to 

the report be approved; 
 

(2) that it be noted that the implementation of the protocol would be subject to further reports, 
and 

 
(3) that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ESTATE  BASED  INITIATIVES 
 
23. With reference to paragraph 21 of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 1998 when, 

inter alia, it was agreed that Estate Based projects identified for Coatbridge be referred back to the 
Coatbridge Area Committee for consideration on the basis of the procedures adopted by all other 
Area Committees, there was submitted a report dated 23 July 1998 clarifying the policy and 
procedures for identifying and progressing Estate Based Initiative projects. 

 
Decided: that this matter be continued to a future Housing Committee. 

 
 
 
1998/99-1999/2000  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  OF  SHELTERED  HOUSING  COMPLEX  AND 
ALARM  SYSTEMS 
 
24. With reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when it had been agreed that the contract with Tunstall Telecom, Clydebank be extended on 
the same rate and conditions as the previous contract for sheltered accommodation in Viewpark, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 
the replacement of obsolete and problematic sheltered housing alarm systems for the financial years 
1998/99 and 1999/2000 (1) advising that 12 sheltered housing alarm systems were replaced as part 
of the 1997/98 programme as listed within Appendix 1 to the report; (2) detailing the proposed 
two year replacement programme for financial years 1998/99 and 1999/2000; (3) intimating the 
indicative cost of the replacement of the 12 alarm systems identified for renewal this financial year 
and the seven alarm systems identified for renewal in the financial year 1999/2000; (4) indicating that 
to ensure completion of this year’s replacement programme the documentation required to be issued 
for tender on 25 October 1998, with tenders to be returned by 15 November 1998, and (5) informing 
that the list of contractors who were known to have the quality of product necessary and the required 
experience, were detailed within Appendix 3 to the report. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that it be agreed that a comprehensive needs assessment survey be undertaken of all 
amenity properties to determine the alarm system provision required; 
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(2) that the sheltered housing alarm system replacement programme for the financial years 
1998/99 and 1999/2000 as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report be approved, and 

 
(3) that all contractors contained within Appendix 3 to the report be invited to tender for the work. 

 
 
 
CARBON  MONOXIDE  DETECTORS  INSTALLED  IN  THE  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  AND  
MOODIESBURN  AREA 
 
25. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it had been agreed that the problematic BRK carbon monoxide detectors in the Central District 
and Moodiesburn be replaced as part of the annual service visits and that a further report be 
submitted to a future Committee on the replacement of the remaining BRK carbon monoxide 
detectors as part of the following year’s servicing visit, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
7 October 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) detailing the results of the monitoring of newly installed 
carbon monoxide detectors to BS7860 standard; (2) outlining discussions between the Council and 
First Alert BRK regarding reimbursement for the costs incurred by the Council in relation to false 
alarm call outs and replacement of carbon monoxide detector parts; (3) proposing that carbon 
monoxide detectors be installed in the 26,000 Council properties in North Lanarkshire; (4) intimating 
the estimated cost of the balance of approximately 4,500 carbon monoxide detectors which would 
require to be changed as part of the new contractual arrangement which commenced on 1 May 1999 
would be £100,000 to be met within the 1999/2000 Revenue Repairs Budget, and (5) indicating that 
the estimated costs for the installation of approximately 26,000 new carbon monoxide detectors was 
approximately £575,000 phased over the first two years of the new contracts commencing on 1 May 
1999. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the replacement of the remaining 9,300 problematic BRK carbon monoxide detectors as 

part of the next annual service visits be approved; 
 

(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to seek to recover a sum in the region of £60,000 
from First Alert BRK for the cost incurred by the Council in relation to false alarm call outs, 
and 

 
(3) that the installation of carbon monoxide detectors to BS7860 for the remaining properties 

with gas and solid fuel heating system as outlined within paragraphs 4 and 5 of the report be 
approved. 

 
 
 
OUTLINE  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  (HRA)  1999/2000-2001/02 
 
26. With reference to paragraph 32 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when it had been agreed that the revised Capital Programme as detailed within the report be 
approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 September 1998 by the Director of 
Housing reviewing the Capital Programme previously approved for 1999/2000 and 2000/01 as 
summarised within Appendix 1 to the report, formulating spending proposals for the year 2001/02 and 
detailing the capital resources and the 3 year HRA Capital Programme proposals as summarised 
within Appendices 2 and 3 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 

C 
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(1) that the outline Capital Programme summarised at Appendix 2 to the report and shown in 
more detail by area in Appendix 3 to the report be approved, on the understanding that 
further reports be submitted to the Housing Committee to finalise annual spending plans in 
line with updated projections of resources available, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

 
RE-TENDERING  OF  HOUSING  REPAIR  AND MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS  -  CLIENT  SIDE  
REVIEW 
 
27. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 9 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the contract packaging proposals in relation to the 
Housing Repair Maintenance Contracts be approved and to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting 
of this Committee held on 8 October 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Evaluation 
Model as detailed within the report be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
9 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of a review of the Client side arrangements for 
housing repairs and maintenance designed to ensure that robust and effective contract monitoring 
and financial control systems were in place to deal with new suppliers and the action which should be 
taken in the short term to further improve the Client side operation (1) outlining the background to 
and the overview of the existing Client system having regard to the repairs and maintenance policy 
adopted by the Council as set out within Appendix 1 to the report; (2) appraising the existing Client 
systems including the action which had already been taken or planned by the Council; (3) outlining 
contract monitoring and financial control systems to deal with new suppliers involving proposed target 
levels of pre and post inspection for each of the new contracts along with other relevant controls to 
be incorporated into the contract conditions and future client systems detailed within Appendix 4 to 
the report and an action plan to achieve this objective as set out in Appendix 5 to the report, and (4) 
indicating that the framework within which the exercise would be progressed identifying the action to 
be taken in the short term to improve efficiency of operation of the existing contracts as well as 
setting out a timetable to more fully assess and develop Client system changes prior to the new 
contracts coming into operation in May 1999. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action to be taken in the short term to address weaknesses in the existing system as 

detailed within the report be approved; 
 

(2) that the proposed controls to be reflected in the contract conditions and incorporated in the 
Client Control Systems to be in place prior to the new contracts coming into operation as 
detailed within the report be approved, and 

 
(3) that the Action Plan as detailed within the report be approved, on the understanding that 

further reports be submitted to Committee as the review process progressed. 
 
 
 
PROGRAMME  FOR  REPLACEMENT  OF  ELECTRIC  HEATING  SYSTEMS  OPERATING  LEASE 
 
28. With reference to paragraph 54 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when it had been agreed that approval be given to the principles to be adopted for the 
establishment of a priority order for the Programme for Replacement of Electric Heating Systems to 
the choices of types of heating systems to be offered to tenants as part of the Electric Central 
Heating System and Replacement Programme and that ongoing discussions with power suppliers 
with the objective to maximise benefits to tenants be noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 14 September 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of the financing of the Programme 
for the replacement of  Electric Heating Systems by means of an operating lease utilising a 
previously arranged credit facility with Longriver, Renfrew (1) outlining the background to and the 
need for the heating systems to be replaced; (2) advising of the installation of the new heating 
systems by means of an operating lease which was an established means of financing works of this 
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nature by all of the predecessor authorities; (3) intimating that under the previous heating 
replacement programmes, the Council had a credit facility of £6 m in place to finance the works by 
means of an operating lease with Longriver, and (4) indicating that as this credit facility was not fully 
utilised there remained in place available finance of £4.7 m to undertake the Electric Heating 
Replacement Programme for this year, where the leasing element for approximately 1,770 electric 
heating systems identified for renewal was approximately  £2.3 m. 

 
Decided: that the financing of the replacement Electric Heating System Programme for this 

financial year 1998/1999 by means of an operating lease with the previously arranged 
credit facility with Longriver, Renfrew be approved. 

 
 
 
DOOR  ENTRY  PROGRAMME  -  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  
 
29. With reference to paragraph 48 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 January 

1997 when agreement had been given for negotiations with the contractor A Burnett and Company 
Limited, Coatbridge, to carry out work at Cairnhill, Airdrie, to an increased specification and to 
otherwise note the situation pending a further report on the Door Entry Programme for 1997/98, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 October 1998 by the Director of Housing clarifying  the 
policy applied when identifying properties for inclusion in the Door Entry Programme (1) advising 
that, as there was no policy for the Door Entry Programme established for this Council, the policies of 
the former authorities had continued; (2) intimating that the practices of the Monklands District 
Council with regard to the Door Entry Programme gave priority to 3 storey properties; (3) indicating 
that in the current year the same approach as the former Monklands District Council in 
recommending priorities had been followed, and (4) detailing the recommended programme for 
Airdrie North and South and Coatbridge North and South. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the continuation of the former Monklands District Council approach in establishing 

priorities for the Door Entry Programme be approved, and 
 

(2) that the Programme detailed in Section 3 of the report be approved. 
 
 
 
SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  DOOR  ENTRY,  CCTV   AND  CONCIERGE  SYSTEMS 
 
30. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it had been agreed that the Director of Housing be authorised to prepare separate Council wide 
contracts for (1) Door Entry Systems, and (2) CCTV and Concierge Systems for a duration of three 
years, there was submitted a report  (docketed) dated 8 October 1998 by the Director of Housing 
regarding the response received from contractors to the Council’s recent advertisements which 
invited expressions of interest for the servicing and maintenance to Door Entry, CCTV and Concierge 
Systems (1) detailing within Appendices 1 to 4 of the report, all contractor responses received from 
the Council’s advertisement in respect of the Door Entry, CCTV and Concierge Systems; (2) advising 
that, following evaluation of responses it was proposed that the contractors detailed in Appendices 2 
and 4 be invited to tender for the door entry contract and the CCTV and concierge system contract 
respectively; (3) proposing that the returned tenders be evaluated utilising the evaluation model 
previously agreed taking both quality and price into account; (4) outlining within Appendix 5 to the 
report, the revised timetable for future reports to Committee, and (5) intimating that the cost for the 
contract for servicing and maintenance of (a) the Door Entry Systems would be approximately 
£365,000, and (b) CCTV and Concierge Systems would be approximately £190,000. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that approval be given  
 

(a) to the list of six contractors contained in Appendices 2 and 4 of the report whom it 
was proposed be invited to tender for the contracts for servicing and maintenance of 
Door Entry and CCTV and Concierge Systems respectively, and 

 
(b) to the proposed method of tender evaluation which would take account of price and 

quality, and 
 

(2) that the revised timescale for progressing the tenders as set out within Appendix 5 to the 
report be noted. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL MONITORING  AND PROGRESS STATUS  REPORT 
 
31. There was submitted a joint progress report (docketed) dated 8 October 1998 by the Director of 

Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services on the progress of the 1998/99 Capital 
Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that a report be submitted by the Acting Director of Construction Services on the implications 

for the Council arising from companies which had gone into liquidation to a future meeting of 
the Committee. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  RE-ROOFING  PROGRAMME  1998/99 
 
(A)  SOUTH,  PHASE  10,  26  BLOCKS,  MOTHERWELL 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 14 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs 
(Rosemary Tiles) South, Phase 10 (26 blocks) was that of Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge, in the 
sum of £199,597.56, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms 
of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(B)  BUTTERFLY  FLATS,  PHASE 1,  BELLSHILL 
 
33. There was submitted a report dated 18 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the New Pitched Roof and 
Re-rendering Works to Butterfly Flats, Phase 1, 24-54 Huntly Avenue, Bellshill was that of  
G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, in the sum of £333,224.43, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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(C)  SOUTH  AREA,  PHASE  13,  24  BLOCKS 
 
34. There was submitted a report dated 9 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs 
(Rosemary Tiles) South, Phase 13 (24 blocks) was that of G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, 
in the sum of £238,005.27, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
(D)  PHASE  7,  16  BLOCKS,  MOODIESBURN 
 
35. There was submitted a report dated 13 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) - 
16 blocks, Moodiesburn, Phase 7 was that of Rennie Roofcare Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of 
£137,428.32, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  UPVC  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  1998/99  PROGRAMME 
 
(A)  PRE-WAR  STOCK  5  -  259  HOUSES,  MUIRHOUSE,  BELLSHILL,  NEWARTHILL AND 
       NEWMAINS 
 
36. There was submitted a report dated 9 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the UPVC Window Replacement 
Programme 1998/99 Pre-War Stock 5 - 259 Houses Muirhouse, Bellshill, Newarthill and Newmains 
was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £345,659.28, 
and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated 
powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(B)  PRE-WAR  STOCK  6  - 177 HOUSES,  TANNOCHSIDE,  MOSSEND  AND  GARRION 
 
37. There was submitted a report dated 10 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the UPVC Window Replacement 
Programme 1998/99 Pre-War Stock 6 - 177 Houses Tannochside, Mossend and Garrion was that of 
North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £263,307.62, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(3)  CAVITY  WALL  INSULATION  189  HOUSES,  MOODIESBURN  PHASE  2 
 
38. There was submitted a report dated 9 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender to specification for the contract for the Cavity Wall 
Insulation Programme, Moodiesburn, Phase 2 was that of Miller Pattison Limited, Falkirk, in the sum 
of £27,231.79,  and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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(4)  HEATING  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99  (1764  HOUSES)  -  GAS  MAINS  INFILL  AND 
      GAS  MAINS  CONNECTIONS  (NORTH,  CENTRAL  AND  SOUTH  AREAS) 
 
39. There was submitted a report dated 17 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Heating Replacement Programme 
1998/99 (1764 Houses) - Gas Mains Infill and Gas Mains Connection (North, Central and South  
Areas) was that of Transco Connections, Edinburgh, in the sum of £310,961.70, and (2) the Director 
of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
(5)  KIRKSHAWS  ESTATE  REGENERATION,  CAR  PARKING,  NETHERHOUSE  AVENUE, 
      COATBRIDGE 
 
40. There was submitted a report dated 17 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Kirkshaws Estate Regeneration, 
Car Parking, Netherhouse Avenue, Coatbridge was that of McCully Brothers, Hamilton, in the sum of 
£24,512.36,  and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(6)  NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES  WHITSON  FAIRHURST  (CENTRAL  AREA)  CALDERCRUIX, 
       PHASE  1 
 
41. There was submitted a report dated 24 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Non-Traditional Houses Whitson 
Fairhurst (Central Area) Caldercruix, Phase 1 was that of G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, 
in the sum of £ 389,484.48, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(7)  RE-RENDERING  PROGRAMME  1998/99  KILSYTH  PHASE 1  -  8  BLOCKS  
 
42. There was submitted a report dated 22 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Re-rendering Programme 1998/99 
Kilsyth Phase 1 - 8 Blocks was that of MTS (Coatbridge) Limited, Airdrie, in the sum of £77,692.30, 
and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated 
powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(8)  CONCRETE  REPAIRS  TO  DOONSIDE  AND  GLASSFORD  TOWERS,  MOTHERWELL 
 
43. With reference to paragraph 37 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when the lowest tender for the contract for the Tower Block Refurbishment 1998/99 - 
Flemington Concrete Repairs, Phase 2 being that of Llewellyn SDL Limited, Kirkintilloch, in the sum 
of £141,688.90 was noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 October 1998 by the 
Acting Director of Construction Services (1) advising that work in this contract was much greater than 
expected due to structural defects and was likely to result in an overspend on the original tender; 
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(2) indicating that the additional works may result in an overspend of up to £100,000 and if additional 
defects were found in subsequent areas that sum could be exceeded, and (3) advising that a further 
report would be submitted to a future Committee when the matter was clarified and accurate costs 
were available. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that in order to complete the work satisfactorily, additional expenditure on this project to 

implement the additional works for this contract be approved, and 
 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future Committee once the matter had been clarified 
and accurate costs are available. 

 
(9)  OLD  MONKLAND,  BLANTYRE  STREET,  COATBRIDGE  (DEMOLITIONS) 
 
44. There was submitted a report dated 30 September 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for Old Monkland, Blantyre Street, 
Coatbridge (Demolitions) was that of George Hunter (Demolishers) Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of 
£41,653.50, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(10)  MINI  PROGRAMME  NORTHBURN,  AIRDRIE,  PHASE  2 
 
45. There was submitted a report dated 12 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

(1) advising that the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme Northburn, Airdrie, 
Phase 2  was that of MacKenzie Construction Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £223,902.73; (2) 
intimating that in order to spend the full allocation this financial year, the Director of Housing had 
requested that an additional block (5-7 Northburn Place) be incorporated within this contract; (3) 
proposing that the Acting Director of Construction Services enter into negotiations with the contractor 
to carry out this work at the same rates and conditions, and (4) indicating that after negotiations with 
the lowest tenderer MacKenzie Construction Limited, Glasgow, they had agreed to revise their tender 
amount to £342,653.67. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the actions taken by the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating the 

additional block be homologated; 
 

(2) that the acceptance of the tender with MacKenzie Construction Limited, Glasgow, in the sum 
of £342,653.67 be approved, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Administration progress the matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS  -  ADDITIONAL  WORKS  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOFS  (ROSEMARY  TILES)  1998/99 
 
(1)  SOUTH  PHASE  10 
 
46. With reference to paragraph 32 of this Minute when, it had been noted that the lowest tender for the 

contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles), South Phase 10, 26 Blocks, was that of 
Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge in the sum of £199,597.56, there was submitted a report dated 
13 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services (1) proposing that in order to 
maximise proposing capital expenditure within this financial year that further blocks be included in 
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the Contract for Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, South Phase 10, and (2) 
requesting authority to negotiate an extension to the existing Contract with Ailsa Building Limited, 
Coatbridge to carry out the additional works at the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 

extension with Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge for the additional housing blocks with 
Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) in the South Area, Phase 10. 
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(2)  SOUTH  PHASE 11 
 
47. With reference to paragraph 52 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs 
(Rosemary Tiles) South, Phase 11 was that of G. F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw in the sum 
of £252,771.91, there was submitted a report dated 12 October 1998 by the Acting Director of 
Construction Services (1) proposing that in order to maximise capital expenditure within this financial 
year that further blocks be included in the Contract for Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 
1998/99 - South Phase 11, and (2) requesting authority to negotiate an extension to the existing 
contract with G. F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw to carry out the additional works at the 
same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate an 

extension with G. F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw for the additional housing 
blocks with Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) in the South Area, Phase 11. 

 
 
 
(3)  MOODIESBURN  PHASE  7  (NORTH  AREA) 
 
48. With reference to paragraph 35 of  this Minute when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the 

contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) - 16 Blocks Moodiesburn, Phase 7 was 
that of Rennie Roofcare Limited, Glasgow in the sum of £137,428.32, there was submitted a report 
dated 13 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services (1) proposing that in order to 
maximise capital expenditure within this financial year that further blocks be included in the Contract 
for Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, Moodiesburn Phase 7, and (2) requesting 
authority to negotiate an extension to the existing Contract with Rennie Roofcare Limited, Glasgow to 
carry out the additional works at the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 

extension with Rennie Roofcare Limited, Glasgow for the additional housing blocks 
with Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) in Moodiesburn, Phase 7. 

 
 
 
(4)  CENTRAL,  PHASE  9 
 
49. With reference to paragraph 51 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when it was noted that the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs 
(Rosemary Tiles) Central, Phase 9 was that of Helforn Limited, Glasgow in the sum of £457,962.95, 
there was submitted a report dated 13 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 
(1) proposing that in order to maximise capital expenditure within this financial year that further 
blocks be included in the Contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, 
Central, Phase 9, and (2) requesting authority to negotiate an extension to the existing contract with 
Helforn Limited, Glasgow, to carry out the additional works at the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate an 

extension with Helforn Limited, Glasgow for the additional housing blocks with 
Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) in the Central Area, Phase 9. 

 
 
 
ASBESTOS  IN  HOUSING  AND  OTHER  COUNCIL  STOCK 
 
50. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

a letter received from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) a copy of which letter accompanied the 
report, with regard to the duties of the Council in relation to asbestos under the Health and Safety at 
Work Act 1974 and the Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 1987 (1) outlining the background to 
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the use of asbestos as a construction material in houses built between 1950 and 1980; (2) intimating 
the principles underpinning the management of asbestos in buildings; (3) advising that, in order to 
implement legislative requirements, relevant properties with asbestos would require to be identified 
by means of a survey; (4) indicating that a register for Housing Department properties would be 
created; (5) proposing that to undertake conditions surveys, 2 Asbestos Control Officers graded at 
Technical Grade 2/3, 1 employed on an 18 month temporary contract, 1 on a permanent basis and 
clerical support graded GS1/2 and appointed on a permanent basis be appointed all at an estimated 
cost of £47,000 per annum, and (6) indicating that the cost would be met from the overall revenue 
repairs budget for the current year where there was a projected underspend and that financial 
provision be made from future years revenue budgets to meet this expenditure. 

 
Decided: that in view of the possible corporate implications, the matter be remitted to the Policy 

and Resources and Personnel Services Committees for consideration. 
 
 
 
REQUEST  TO  BUY-BACK  FORMER  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSE  IN  RENNIE  ROAD,  KILSYTH 
 
51. There was submitted a report dated 8 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding a request to 

buy-back an ex-Council flat in Rennie Road, Kilsyth (1) outlining the background to and the need for 
this property to be bought back, and (2) detailing the present situation with regard to the Mini-Estate 
Regeneration Programme in Rennie Road, Kilsyth. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the ex-Council flat at Rennie Road, Kilsyth be bought back, and 

 
(2) that an offer be made on the basis of discounted sale price, plus inflation and legal fees. 

 
 
 
SOLID  FUEL  CENTRAL  HEATING  IN  SHELTERED  HOUSING  COMPLEX,  LORNE  DRIVE,  
SALSBURGH 
 
52. There was submitted a report dated 17 September 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the 

problematic and inappropriate solid fuel central heating system within 20 houses and the Community 
Hall which made up the sheltered housing complex at Lorne Drive, Salsburgh (1) detailing problems 
being experienced with the existing solid fuel central heating systems, and (2) proposing that the 
solid fuel central heating systems be replaced in the 20 houses and the Community Hall,  with the 
tenants being given a heating choice, with the options available being in accordance with Council 
policy. 

 
Decided: that the replacement solid fuel central heating systems in the 20 houses and the 

Community Hall at the sheltered housing complex at Lorne Drive, Salsburgh be 
approved and that the expenditure be met from the 1999/2000 Capital Programme 
Central Heating Replacement Programme budget for the Central District. 

 
 
 
INSPECTION,  SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  HAND  HELD  FIRE  FIGHTING  EQUIPMENT  
WITHIN  HOUSING  DEPARTMENT  PROPERTIES 
 
53. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the existing arrangements in place for the inspection, servicing and maintenance of hand held fire 
fighting equipment within Housing properties and seeking to put in place a new 3 year contract 
(1) outlining the background to and the need for hand held fire fighting equipment to be maintained; 
(2) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, 15 expressions of interest which had been received; 
(3) proposing that the six contractors as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report, be invited to tender 
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for the contract; (4) informing that returned tender submissions be evaluated utilising the previously 
agreed evaluation model which incorporated both quality and price, and (5) advising that the cost of 
the contract was difficult to quantify given that the level of ad hoc repairs had been estimated at 
£40,000 per annum, with the monies being contained within the Housing Revenue Repairs Budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contract, for inspection, servicing and maintenance of hand held fire fighting 

equipment to Housing Department properties on a North Lanarkshire Council-wide basis for a 
term of three years be approved, and 

 
(2) that the list of contractors to be invited to tender for this contract as detailed within Appendix 

2 to the report be approved, and 
 

(3) that approval be given to the proposed method of tender evaluation which took account of 
price and quality. 

 
 
 
CCTV  CONTRACT,  CRAIGNEUK,  WISHAW  AND  NORTHBURN  PLACE,  AIRDRIE 
 
54. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of the action taken to progress the installation of a CCTV System in  Craigneuk, Wishaw and to 
install CCTV on a similar basis within Northburn Place, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to the 
CCTV systems in which ownership was retained by the Council on an individual site basis and 
transmitted via fibre optic cabling owned by Telewest Limited for which there was a separate 
charging arrangement; (2) intimating the main options available to the Council; (3) advising that in 
view of the urgent need to install CCTV within Craigneuk, Wishaw the installation of the fibre optic 
cable network had been expedited on a leasing basis as outlined within Appendix 1 to the report, and 
(4) proposing that in view of the urgent need to install CCTV in the Northburn Place, Airdrie, the 
same option be also used to secure an estimated saving of £18,000 compared with the cost of the 
Council executing all the works as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the decision by the Director of Housing to utilise the site fibre optic cabling network at 

Craigneuk, Wishaw by means of a lease from Telewest Limited be homologated, and 
 

(2) that approval be given to install the CCTV system at Northburn Place, Airdrie, utilising a 
similar leasing agreement with Telewest Limited. 

 
 
 
CLARKSTON  FLATS,  AIRDRIE 
 
55. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 September 1998 by the Director of Housing 

regarding the upgrading of flats at Clarkston, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to and the need for 
the flats to be upgraded; (2) detailing all progress to date with regard to stock condition, tenant 
consultation and drainage problems; (3) proposing to concentrate on the external fabric of the 
buildings in keeping with the findings of the stock conditions survey and the environment within the 
estate, with internal improvements such as re-wiring and heating replacement continuing to be 
addressed through planned improvement programmes, and (4) advising that phasing would allow an 
early site start during the next financial year leaving sufficient lead-in time for re-housing and 
demolition. 

 
Decided: that the proposals for the Clarkston flats, Airdrie as detailed within Section 4 of the 

report be approved. 
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SIKESIDE  ESTATE  REGENERATION  PROPOSALS 
 
56. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

proposals for regeneration of the remaining Council flats in the Sikeside Estate, Coatbridge over a 
4 year development programme with investment of £1,500,000 in improvements to the area 
commencing during 1999/2000 (1) detailing all proposals for the 4 year development from 1999 until 
2003, and (2) advising that the proposed 4 year re-development programme would complete the 
physical regeneration of the Council properties in the Sikeside area, and would supplement the wider 
area regeneration in progress. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposals for regeneration as detailed within the report be approved, and 

 
(2) that a further report be submitted to a future Committee regarding the development of the 

cleared site at Cumbrae Crescent. 
 
 
 
FORGEWOOD  HOMESTEADING  BLOCKS  49-63  LORNE  DRIVE  AND  73-87  FIFE  DRIVE, 
MOTHERWELL 
 
57. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 September 1998 by the Director of Housing setting 

out the physical condition relating to those blocks referred to as the “homesteading blocks” within the 
Forgewood area of Motherwell and identifying a range of options for improving the housing blocks 
(1) outlining the background to the Forgewood Initiative which to date had received some £9 m 
investment by the Council and £15 m by Scottish Homes; (2) informing of  the background to the sale 
of the Homesteading Blocks at 49-63 Lorne Drive and 73-87 Fife Drive, Forgewood, Motherwell, by 
the former Motherwell District Council; (3) advising that the options would bear a substantial cost 
either financially on the Council for grant payment and re-purchasing or in other terms associated 
with the physical, social and economic regeneration of Forgewood; (4) intimating that concerns had 
been expressed on the impact which these properties had on other developments within the area, 
and (5) indicating that taking into consideration that there had been no general desire by individual 
owners to apply for repairs and improvement grants the imposition of improvement orders may 
merely delay the necessity for the Council to acquire properties to prevent further deterioration. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing should liaise with the Directors of Planning and Development 

and Administration to explore the option of acquiring the properties and report to a future 
Housing Committee, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to commence discussions with the owners of 

49-63 Lorne Drive and 73-87 Fife Drive to ascertain their views on transferring ownership of 
their properties to the Council in exchange for title to a similar type and size property in 
Forgewood, currently owned by the Council with this being subject to obtaining Section 74 
approval from the Secretary of State. 

 
 
 
OLD  MONKLAND  NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIP 
 
58. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 9 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a ballot of tenants be held on the stock transfer 
proposals between 17 and 30 September 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
9 October 1998 by the Director of Housing on the result of the tenant ballot for the transfer of housing 
stock within Old Monkland under the New Housing Partnership Initiative (1) advising that tenants of 
Old Monkland had received official notice of the Council’s intention to transfer their houses to Clyde 
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Valley Housing Association by way of the statutory Stage 1 and Stage 2 Notices between June and 
August 1998; (2) informing that tenants had been provided with advice on the implications of the 
proposed stock transfer from the Tenants Information Service (TIS); (2) detailing the outcome of the 
tenants’ ballot in which 96% of tenants voted in favour of the proposed transfer, with 4% voting 
against transfer, and (3) intimating that the Council now required to seek the approval of the 
Secretary of State for Scotland to transfer the houses to Clyde Valley Housing Association, and if 
approval was granted, the transfer would be complete by December 1998. 

 
Decided: that the result of the tenants’ ballot and the proposed timescale for transfer be noted. 

 
 
 
REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
 
59. There was submitted a report dated 2 October 1998 by the Director of Housing detailing a list of 

useful reports and information which had been received by the Housing Department. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
 
 
SWORD  STREET,  AIRDRIE 
 
60. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 September 1998 by the Director of Housing 

declaring surplus a vacant plot of ground at Sword Street, Whinhall, Airdrie. 
 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the area of ground referred to within the report be declared surplus to requirements of 
the Housing Department, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development Committee for its consideration. 

 
 
 
HOMELESS  ACCOMMODATION,  177  MARMION  ROAD,  GREENFAULDS,  CUMBERNAULD 
 
61. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 October 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding 

proposals for the future use of the property at 177 Marmion Road, Greenfaulds, Cumbernauld 
(1) outlining the background to the temporary homeless accommodation of the property at 
177 Marmion Road, Greenfaulds, Cumbernauld, and (2) proposing that the property be withdrawn as 
temporary homeless accommodation and re-let as a mainstream property with an alternative address 
within Cumbernauld being identified for use as temporary homeless accommodation therefore 
maintaining the current provision, 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the flat at 177 Marmion Road, Cumbernauld be withdrawn from the temporary homeless 

accommodation; 
 

(2) that the re-letting of the flat as a mainstream property be approved, and 
 

(3) that the identification of alternative accommodation elsewhere in Cumbernauld to be used as 
temporary homeless accommodation be approved. 
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POSITIVE  ACTION  IN  HOUSING  LIMITED 
 
62. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 

1997, when it had been agreed that the Council continue its support throughout 1997/98 at a cost of 
£2,750 and that appropriate provision be made in the Revenue Estimates for future years based on 
this sum, with a provision for inflation, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 October 1998 
by the Director of Housing regarding consideration of re-affiliation to the Positive Action on Housing 
Limited for 1998/99 (1) advising that the subscription fee for 1998/99 had been reduced to £2,500, 
and (2) intimating that the Positive Action in Housing aimed to raise the profile of race equality on the 
housing agenda in Scotland, with Appendix 1 to the report outlining the activities of Positive Action in 
Housing in 1997/98. 

 
Decided: that re-affiliation to the Positive Action in Housing Limited as detailed within the report 

be approved. 
 
 
 
PETITIONS 
 
(1)  RESIDENTS  OF  JERVISTON,  MOTHERWELL 
 
63. There was submitted a report dated 29 September 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents of Jerviston, Motherwell, regarding a request for an existing tenant in 
Motherwell to be allocated a four apartment house in Jerviston, Motherwell (1) outlining the 
background to the Petition; (2) advising that the tenant had been placed on the correct waiting list for 
accommodation and areas of her choice and was now near the top of the three apartment waiting list 
for the Jerviston area in Motherwell, and (3) intimating that the Area Office would continue to deal 
with the tenant’s transfer request in accordance with the current Council Allocation Policy and that the 
applicant be advised accordingly. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report and the action taken by the Area Office be noted, and  

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(2)  RESIDENTS  OF  IVANHOE  CRESCENT,  WISHAW  - ANTI-SOCIAL  BEHAVIOUR  OF  TENANT 
 
64. There was submitted a report dated 5 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents of Ivanhoe Crescent, Wishaw regarding the anti-social behaviour of 
a tenant (1) outlining the background to the Petition in which the owner of the property had leased the 
property to a private tenant, and (2) advising that the private lease came to an end on 23 September 
1998 when Sheriff Officers attended the property and forced the tenant to leave. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that no further action be taken as the property was no longer occupied, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
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(3)  RESIDENTS   OF  PENTLAND  COURT,  SHAWHEAD,  COATBRIDGE  -  ANTI-SOCIAL  
BEHAVIOUR   
      OF  TENANT 
 
65. There was submitted a report dated 14 October by the Director of Housing in response to a Petition 

received from residents of Pentland Court, Shawhead, Coatbridge regarding the anti-social behaviour 
of a tenant within the block (1) outlining the background to the Petition; (2) informing of the action of 
the Area Office in which two Abandoned Notices had now been served and which would result in the 
Area Office terminating the tenancy on 12 October 1998 if the tenant had not re-appeared before that 
date. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report and the action taken by the Housing Department in relation to the 

matter be noted, and 
 

(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
Councillor Burns declared an interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof. 
 
 
(4)  RESIDENTS  OF  DOUGLAS  PLACE,  ANNAN  COURT  AND  ENDRICK  COURT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
66. There was submitted a report dated 14 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

Petition received from residents of Douglas Place, Annan and Endrick Courts, Coatbridge objecting 
to the type of fencing used to enclose Annan and Endrick Courts, Coatbridge as part of the 
Mini-Estate Regeneration Works. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the matter be continued to a future Housing Committee, and 

 
(2) that a site visit be organised. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “SCOTTISH  HOUSING  AND  SUPPORT  CONFERENCE” 
 
67. There was considered an invitation from the Scottish Housing and Support Conference to attend a 

conference entitled “The Scottish Housing and Support Conference” to be held in Dunblane on 15 
and 16 October 1998. 

 
Decided: that it be noted that no attendance at this conference had been authorised. 

 
 
 
(2)  “BEST  VALUE  IN  HOUSING” 
 
68. There was considered an invitation from the Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference 

entitled “Best Value in Housing” to be held in Edinburgh on 16 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that the attendance of Councillor Beekman be homologated. 
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(3)  “NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS  -  HOW  SHOULD  COUNCILS  RESPOND?” 
 
69. There was considered an invitation from COSLA to attend a conference entitled “New Housing 

Partnerships - How Should Councils Respond?” to be held in Edinburgh on 16 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that the attendance of Councillor McLaughlin be homologated. 
 
 
 
(4)  “FUEL  POVERTY  -  IS  DEREGULATION  UNFAIR  ON  LOW  INCOME  FAMILIES?” 
 
70. There was considered an invitation from UNISON to attend a conference entitled “Fuel Poverty - Is 

Deregulation Unfair on Low Income Families?” to be held in Glasgow on 30 October 1998. 
 

Decided: that Councillor Burns be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(5)  “NEW  HOUSING  STRUCTURES  FOR  NEW  OPPORTUNITIES” 
 
71. There was considered an invitation from the Planning Exchange to attend a conference entitled “New 

Housing Structures for New Opportunities” to be held in Glasgow on 3 November 1998. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(6)  “SOCIAL  HOUSING  AFTER  THE  COMPREHENSIVE  SPENDING  REVIEW” 
 
72. There was considered an invitation from Chapman Hendy Associates to attend a conference entitled 

“Social Housing after the Comprehensive Spending Review” to be held in London on 4 November 
1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(7)  “GETTING  AND  KEEPING  HOUSING  ON  THE  AGENDA” 
 
73. There was considered an invitation from the Scottish Council for Single Homeless to attend a 

conference entitled “Getting and Keeping Housing on the Agenda” to be held in Pitlochry on 5 and 
6 November 1998. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(8)  “NATIONAL  HOUSING  CONFERENCE  PUBLIC  PRIVATE  PARTNERSHIPS  -  STRATEGIES  
FOR   
       THE  FUTURE” 
 
74. There was considered an invitation from Harper MacLeod, Solicitors, to attend a conference entitled 

“National Housing Conference Public Private Partnerships - Strategies for the Future” to be held in 
Dunblane on 13 November 1998. 

 



 HOUSING  –  21 October 1998 
 

 

 

 
1976 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
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(9)  “THE  CRIME   AND  DISORDER  ACT” 
 
75. There was considered an invitation from the Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference 

entitled “The Crime and Disorder Act” to be held in Edinburgh on 4 December 1998. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(10)  “SCOT  99  -  SCOTLAND’S  COMMUNITIES  OF  TOMORROW” 
 
76. There was considered an invitation from 1999 CIH Scotland Branch Conference and Exhibition to 

attend a conference entitled “Scot 99 - Scotland’s Communities of Tomorrow” to be held in Dundee 
on 9-12 March 1999. 

 
Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 

 


