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To: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: Telecommunication Equipment 
withidon Council Housing Properties 

i 4- REPORT 

Date: 25 November 1998 Ref: GSWIWGIMO’DIS 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of an approach from Atlantic Telecom 
requesting permission to site telecommunications equipment within the roof space of 
multi-storey flats. 

BACKGROUND 

The Housing Committee, at a meeting on 12 June 1996, endorsed the decision of its 
predecessor authorities not to permit the siting of telecommunications equipment on the roofs of 
Council owned residential tower blocks. 

Atlantic Telecom recently entered into discussions with the Planning Department regarding the 
siting of microwave telecommunications equipment within North Lanarkshire and it emerged in 
the course of these discussions that their primary interest was in relation to the Housing 
Department’s tower blocks and the matter was discussed between the respective departments. 

Following the above discussions Atlantic Telecom contacted the Housing Department and 
advised that their proposals, involved installing equipment in the roof space without any breach 
into the new roofs, with transmission being carried out through the louvres. The initial enqulry 
from Atlantic Telecom intimated that they would require 12 sites and the rental offered would 
be €6 1,200 per annum adjusted for inflation every 3 years. 

PROPOSALS 

Obviously, due to existing policy the Department has been reluctant to enter into any detailed 
discussions, but bearing in mind the potential income, which could be negotiated, it is proposed 
that if the Committee is prepared to consider reviewing its policy further negotiations take 
place to ascertain how advantageous such an agreement would be for the Council. 

All issues associated with this type of installation will have to be considered in full. 

Discussions would involve the Housing Department’s Technical Staff and also Construction 
Services Architects, together with Health and Safety staff and a visit would be required to a site 
elsewhere where the equipment is installed. If there is any question of risk to the expenditure 
which the Council has undertaken on these towers, the Department would recommend rejection 
of these proposals. 
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4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 It is recommended that the Housing Department in conjunction with other relevant Departments 
enter into detailed discussions with Atlantic Telecom and report back to a subsequent Housing 
Committee where the policy on this matter can be reconsidered. 

5 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

5.1 Available within the Housing Department. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 

Rpt.505 
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