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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: HOUSJNG COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

1. Introduction 

REPORT AGENDA ITEM No. .. 5 .~.., >... 

Subject: Reports and Information Update 

I .  1 The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on useful reports and information which 
have been received by the Housing Department. 

2. Reports and Information received 

2.1 Since the last committee, the following reports have been received and may be of interest to 
members. 

0 Registration and Supervision Annual Report 1997/98 - Scottish Homes 

This report presents an overview of the work of Scottish Homes’ Registration and Supervision 
department and analyses the performance of 259 registered housing associations. It covers the 
period 1 April 1997 to 3 1 March 1998. 

The report identifies the increasingly high standard of performance achieved by housing 
associations. In 1994, only one third of associations were assessed as performing to the standards 
required of them. By the 31 March 1998 this position had changed dramatically and 80% of 
associations are now meeting the required standard at A, B & C grade and clear strategies are in 
place to deal with those associations who need help in bringing their operation up to a 
satisfactory standard. 

The report continues to describe the details of supervision and Association performance and 
profiles the top performers. The link between funding being increasingly linked to performance 
is illustrated by the 69% of funds awarded to “A” and “B” graded associations alone. 

The report concludes with a section on the performance of the Registration and Supervision 
department, looking at the level of success they have achieved in carrying out performance 
audits. This success is illustrated by the 101 visits undertaken by the department in 1997/98, 
exceeding the target set of 85 visits. 
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Annual Statistical Report 1997/98 - Scottish Homes 

This report is circulated to housing associations, local authorities, research organisations and 
groups active in promoting housing in Scotland. It is intended to be a useful source of 
information and details information on the Regional programme such as the number of rented 
units for older people and special needs low cost home ownership for single people. The 
Housing Management programme section of the report details the changes to Scottish Homes 
own stock over the year 1997/98. 

Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Introductory Guide : Racially Aggravated Offences - The 
Scottish Office 

This document is a guide to the Scottish provisions on racially aggravated offences in the Crime 
and Disorder Act 1998. These provisions are made in Section 33, which introduces a specific 
new offence of racial harassment and Section 96, which asserts that where it is proved that any 
offence was racially aggravated, that aggravation should be taken into account in sentencing. 

The document gives information on the reasons for the need to develop an effective response to 
the complex and sensitive issues associated with racial attacks and harassment, the definition of 
“racial group” and “racially aggravated” harassment and conduct, and information on evidence 
gathering. 

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 received Royal Assent on 31 July 1998 and its provisions 
came into force on 30 September 1998. 

Statistical Bulletin - Housing Trends in Scotland Quarter 4 ended 31 December 1997. - 
Government Statistical Service 

This bulletin presents standard quarterly analysis of housing activity in Scotland for Quarter 4, 
1997 including public sector house sales, new housebuilding and the improvement of existing 
dwellings. For the first time, the bulletin also contains provisional 1997 estimates of housing 
stock by tenure. 

Statistical Bulletin - 1996 based Household Projections for Scotland - Government 
Statistical Service 

This bulletin presents 1996- based household projections produced by the Scottish Office 
Development Department. These projections are not forecasts, but indications of what may 
happen in the future if past trends were to continue. 

These projections look at increases and decreases in total numbers of households, the projected 
sizes of households and identifies geographical areas where increases or decreases may take 
place. An example of such a forecast is that over the projected period i.e. 1996 - 2010, lone 
adults with children will account for around only 6% of all households 
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0 HOUSING BENEFIT ACCURACY REVIEW 1997/98 

Report on the methodology and Findings 

In 1995, the Department of Social Security, in partnership with several local authorities, 
conducted a review of Housing Benefit. Motherwell District Council were involved in this 
exercise. The purpose was to identify areas where Benefit was being incorrectly awarded, and to 
inform the Department’s security strategy. As a result of the 1995 review, the department of 
Social Security are introducing a Verification Framework which authorities are encouraged to 
adopt, and which minimises the opportunity for claimants to claim Benefit fraudulently. 

The aim of the second review was to improve the level of precision in the estimates of the 
levels of fraud and error derived from the first review. 

3. Background Information 

3.1 Background information available from Housing Department and Members’ Library. 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 


