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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a petition received from 500 
residents within the Gowkthrapple area of Wishaw objecting to the relocation of the 
Council owned shop within the estate. 

Background 

Reference is made to my Committee report of January 1998 which outlined the Estate 
Management problems within the area, proposals, costs and recommendation to 
relocate the shop to a more suitable periphery site and complete the E20m regeneration 
of the Gowkthrapple area. There are currently 2 shops in the middle of the estate, one 
shop is on a month to month lease and the other is on a 20 year lease, with 13 years 
unexpired. Early negotiations with the shopkeeper on the long lease to offer the land 
available at market value had not progressed due to their requirement for the shop to 
remain on its present site and the Council to pay relocation and other expenses. 

This report was then considered by the Planning and Development Committee in May 
1998 and authorisation given to implement a redevelopment clause within the lease for 
the shop on the long lease. 

On 30 July 1998 a notice was served on the shopkeepers advising that the Council 
were implementing the Redevelopment Clause and the tenant was required to remove 
from the premises by 28 September 1998. 

In the meantime discussions were held with Planning and Development, and Housing 
to firm up a brief to allow an advert to be placed for the sale of the land and building 
of a new shop at Allershaw Road, Gowkthrapple. 

Reaction to 40 Day Notice 

On receipt of the Notice the shopkeepers requested a meeting with Planning and 
Development. At this stage they wished to display their concern at the serving of the 
notice and asked for consideration for the land to be sold at the market value to them. 
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They were advised that a Council decision had been taken on this matter and that the 
land must be advertised for sale on the open market. 

At the same time a number of local residents and workers from the shop arranged a 
Public Meeting on 7 September 1998. Representatives from Housing, Police, Planning 
& Development and the Local Member attended the meeting with approximately 70 
residents. The Council’s current position with regard to the relocation of the shop was 
stated to the group present. 

Since the Public Meeting written contact has been made by a number of residents from 
the community supporting the action taken to date by the Council. In order to diffuse 
the current situation they are requesting that the Council hold a ballot to allow proper 
recording of the residents views in the Gowkthrapple area with regard to the shop 
relocation. 

A court action was raised by the shopkeepers in August 1998 under the Shops 
(Scotland) Act 1949, this legislation allows the shopkeeper to apply to the Sheriff to 
have the lease renewed for a period not exceeding one year. The case calls in Court on 
25 November 1998. The shopkeepers have not challenged the Redevelopment Clause 
being implemented by the Council. The Council lawyers have advised that the 
Redevelopment Clause is sound in interpretation, however guidance is required prior 
to the Court date to allow the Court Council to prepare their case should the Court date 
proceed. 

It should also be noted that representations expressing concern over the closure of the 
shops have been received from Wishaw and Newmains Community Forum 

Current Position 

Discussions are currently ongoing with the Shopkeepers to come to a resolution which 
will satisfy both the Council, the Community and the Shopkeepers which will be 
reported to the Committee in due course 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee note the petition and agree that a further report 
be presented advising of the outcome of the current discussions 

Background Papers 

Available -in Housing Department. 
G-q$ A 

G. Whitefield 
Director of Housing 
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