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Motherwell, 2 December 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Clarke, Vice-Conveners; Councillors Burns, 
Chadha, Gray, Hogg, Lunny, Lyle, McAlorum, McKendrick, McKenna, W. Martin, Murphy, G. Murray, 
S.V. Murray, Robertson, Selfridge and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Head of 
Housing Strategy and Resources, Head of Construction Resources, Head of Social Work Development and 
Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Provost Mathieson, Councillors Craigie, Leitch, Logue, McCabe, McElroy, Macleod, Maginnis, Morgan and 
Sullivan. 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  HOUSING  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the Housing (Special Cases) Sub-Committee 

held on 10 and 27 November 1998. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
1998/99  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  HRA  AND  HOUSING  NON-HRA 
 
2. There were submitted reports dated 11 November 1998 by the Director of Finance (1) advising of the 

current spending levels for the Housing Department for the period from 1 April to 11 October 1998; 
(2) providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against estimated expenditure and 
income and explanations of the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for 
the Housing Revenue Account and the Non-HRA with details of major underspend and overspend. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE 
 
3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of guidelines issued by the Scottish Office detailing the procedures and timetable for the next 
round of bids under the Empty Homes Initiative required by 12 February 1999; (1) indicating that 
work had already begun on the preparations for the next round including the possibility of re-
submission of unsuccessful bids from the last round, and (2) advising that discussions were ongoing 
with other Housing Providers to consider projects which could be developed. 



 HOUSING  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2245 

 
Decided: that the Empty Homes Initiative Circular and timetable for submission of bids by 

12 February 1999 be noted. 
 
 
 
NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  HOUSING  DEBT 
 
4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 November 1998 by the Director of Housing 

proposing a  response to a discussion paper issued jointly by COSLA and Scottish Homes regarding 
“New Housing Partnerships and the Treatment of Housing Debt” and enclosed as an Appendix 
inviting comments by 10 December 1998 which raised important and fundamental issues concerning 
Council Housing Finance. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposed response to the Consultation Document be approved, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to liaise further with COSLA and Scottish Homes 

concerning the issues raised within the report. 
 
 
 
MENTAL  HEALTH  FRAMEWORK  -  DRAFT  STRATEGY  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  OF  MENTAL  
HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

20 January 1998 when, inter alia, it was agreed that the Director of Social Work submit further 
reports to the Committee on the implementation of the plans for mental health services in North 
Lanarkshire, there was submitted a joint report (docketed) dated 17 November 1998 by the Directors 
of Housing and Social Work setting out a draft strategy for developing mental health services in 
North Lanarkshire for submission to the Scottish Office (1) outlining the background to the draft 
strategy which was prepared by joint planning partners led by Lanarkshire Health Board to address 
the needs of people with mental health problems, including those with dementia and their carers; (2) 
enclosing in the Appendix to the report, the draft strategy; (3) advising that the document required to 
be submitted to the Scottish Office by 31 December 1998 and, subject to their approval, that it was 
proposed to issue it for wider public consultation with a view to initial implementation in April 1999. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the submission to the Scottish Office of the strategy for developing mental health 

services in North Lanarkshire be approved, subject to final editing, and 
 

(2) that, subject to Scottish Office approval, the draft document thereafter be issued for a period 
of consultation. 

 
 
 
LOCAL  CARE  PARTNERSHIPS  SCHEME 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of this Committee held on 28 January 1998 when 

authorisation had been given for the preparation of a  joint bid under the Local Care Partnerships 
Scheme, and it had been agreed that the outcome of the proposal be reported to a future Committee, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 November 1998 by the Directors of Housing and 
Social Work advising of the successful outcome of the jointly agreed proposal by the Council, 
Lanarkshire Health Board and Lanarkshire Health Care NHS Trust which will develop a service in 
1999/2000 for homeless people with mental health problems (1) intimating that through a joint 
Housing and Social Work Initiative, current gaps in provision for people leaving acute psychiatric 
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care and at risk of being homeless would be addressed; (2) detailing the objectives of the service 
proposed to be implemented by 1 April 1999 and that  a project management team comprising of 
officers of the Council together with representatives from the Health Board and the Health Care NHS 
Trust be established, and (3) intimating  that after the initial period of local care partnership funding 
further discussion would be required regarding the long term funding of the project. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted and the long term funding of the project be the 

subject of a future report to Committee. 
 
 
 
DRAFT  SCOTTISH  OFFICE  GUIDANCE:  PROTECTION  OF  THE  FINANCES  AND  OTHER  
PROPERTY  OF  PEOPLE  INCAPABLE  OF  MANAGING  THEIR  OWN  AFFAIRS 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

24 November 1998 when the Committee, inter alia, referred to this Committee for its interest, a 
report dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Social Work setting out the Council’s response to 
the draft Scottish Office Guidance on the protection of the finances and other property of people 
incapable of managing their own affairs, there was submitted the said report by the Director of Social 
Work thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
MODERNISING  COMMUNITY  CARE  -  AN  ACTION  PLAN 
 
8. There was submitted a joint report (docketed) dated 17 November 1998 by the Directors of Housing 

and Social Work advising of the publication of a Government Action Plan for Community Care 
entitled “Modernising Community Care - An Action Plan” proposing that community care be 
modernised and highlighting the need to improve joint working across all organisations; (1) intimating 
that statutory organisations by December 1999 will require to introduce new approaches to improve 
decision making and that this would be reflected in the new requirements for community care plans 
for 1999 and onwards; (2) detailing the areas in which effective local structures must be in place and 
working by March 2000; (3) setting out details of proposals for caring for people at home and working 
together locally; (4) advising that the document deals with assuring quality and effectiveness and sets 
out the steps to be taken at a national level to improve the infrastructure for community care; (5) 
summarising the areas of the action plan on which views are sought; (6) indicating that the document 
has been circulated to Local Authorities, Health Boards and NHS Trusts and Scottish Homes with a 
covering statement to assist authorities in implementing the action plan and identifying £5 million in 
1999/2000 to be made available to local authorities committed to taking forward the 
recommendations, and (7) intimating that the Scottish Office had requested a statement of 
commitment, in principle, by 19 November 1998 in order that allocations of the additional money 
could be included in next year’s grant aided expenditure allocations. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report and the action plan be noted; 

 
(2) that the statement of commitment submitted by the Director of Social Work in consultation 

with the Conveners of Social Work and Housing Committees to meet the deadline of 
19 November 1998 be homologated, and 

 
(3) that the implementation of the action plan be subject to further discussion with other agencies 

and reported to a future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 



 HOUSING  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2247 

COMMUNICATIONS  STRATEGY 
 
9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of forming and developing a communications strategy with customers based on three of the 
key principles on which Best Value was founded (1) detailing that the strategy would take account of 
the Chartered Institute of Housing’s recommended standards for communication with customers; (2) 
intimating several methods of communication which if used together would ensure that the basic 
principles were met, and (3) advising that it would be important to ensure that there was a consistent 
approach adopted throughout the Department which guaranteed uniform access to and receipt of the 
same level of information. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the development of a Communications Strategy for the Housing Department be 

approved, and 
 

(2) that further reports be submitted to Committee as the Strategy was developed and finalised. 
 
 
 
STANDARD  RENT  STRUCTURE 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 23 October 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a points weighting system be developed as a basis for 
a standard housing rent structure for North Lanarkshire and to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the 
meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 1997 when the consultation process had been noted, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 November 1998 by the Director of Housing on the 
progress made to date towards the introduction of a standard rent structure for the North Lanarkshire 
Council (1) advising that from 1 April 1997 the rent accounts of all the Council houses were 
rationalised on one computer system; (2) indicating that on 1 April 1998 the Council succeeded in 
harmonising the average rent levels inherited from the former District authorities; (3) intimating that  
considerable progress had been made in addressing the substantial variances in average rent levels 
for each apartment size by applying supplements and reductions as appropriate to the base rent 
increase within each area; (4) proposing that, on completion of the housing property database, a 
further report be submitted to Committee with detailed proposals including a timescale for phased 
implementation of a standard rent structure, and (5) informing that the Council could continue to 
consider the weighting of any increase in rent levels to address variances across North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
BEST  VALUE  FOR  HOUSING  SERVICES  IN  SCOTLAND:  GUIDANCE 
 
11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 November 1998 by the Director of Housing 

advising that the Scottish Office has commissioned the Chartered Institute of Housing in Scotland to 
prepare guidance on the implementation of Best Value for Housing (1) indicating that the Draft 
Guidance was published in November 1997; (2) intimating that this Council was one of six authorities 
who had agreed to pilot the Best Value principles between November 1997 and February 1998 and 
that the experiences of the pilot authorities would be incorporated within the final guidance, and (3) 
detailing that the guidance was structured to present the principles and processes of Best Value. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report and the Council’s contribution to the guidance for Best Value in 

Housing Services in Scotland be noted, and 
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(2) that further reports be prepared as Best Value was developed and progressed within the 
Housing Service. 

 
 
 
YEAR  2000  COMPLIANCE  TESTING 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when it had been agreed that the Director of Housing submit a report on an Action Plan for I.T 
Systems for the year 2000 incorporating financial implications, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the action being taken to 
ensure that all equipment employing micro processor technology was tested to determine millennium 
compliance and of the procedures in place to prevent system and equipment malfunction (1) 
indicating that gaining assurances of compliance from suppliers would be a difficult task, and (2) 
advising that the Director of Housing aimed to demonstrate that comprehensive risk control 
measures were established for all systems and equipment identified within the report. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
TENANTS  INFORMATION  SERVICE  -  FUNDING 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 August 

1997 when, it had been agreed that funding support of £7,290 be granted to the Tenants Information 
Service for the 1997/98 financial year, there was submitted a report dated 10 November 1998 by the 
Director of Housing proposing increased funding for the Tenants Information Service for the next 
financial year. 

 
Decided: that funding support of £7,545 be granted to the Tenants Information Service for the 

financial year 1998/99. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  NEEDS  SURVEY 
 
14. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that further analysis be undertaken to assist in the development 
of the Council’s first housing plan, other strategic planning documents and the Housing Quality Plan, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the Director of Housing 
regarding the outcome of the analysis (1) detailing the action taken to address the matters with 
regard to repairs, neighbour disputes, housing benefit and allocations; (2) advising that the analysis 
of the findings showed that satisfaction rates varied from 35% - 88% and that there was variation in 
satisfaction levels between areas and tenures; (3) intimating that the Director of Housing had 
examined the findings in detail and had used the information in the preparation of both the Draft 
Housing Quality Plan and Best Value proposals, and (4) indicating that an action plan had been 
identified with regard to repairs, neighbour disputes, housing benefit and allocations and that areas 
where satisfaction levels were low had been subject to review and audit. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken to address the matter be approved, and 

 
(2) that further surveys be carried out in the areas where satisfaction levels were low and 

thereafter that further reports be submitted to the  Committee. 
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DEPARTMENTAL  ESTABLISHMENT 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the staffing establishment of Craigneuk Housing 
Satellite Office, Wishaw, be increased by one Housing Officer and one Estate Caretaker, and that the 
structure be reviewed in one year and reported to a future meeting of the Committee, there was 
submitted a report dated 19 November 1998 by the Director of Housing indicating that the two 
temporary positions agreed for the Craigneuk Satellite Office would be reviewed as part of the 
Departmental structure review. 

 
Decided: that the temporary position of Caretaker and Area Housing Officer in Craigneuk be 

reviewed as part of the Departmental structure review and reported to Committee in 
due course. 

 
 
 
RE-TENDERING  OF  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS  -  CLIENT  SIDE  
REVIEW 
 
16. With reference to paragraph 27 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when, inter alia, the controls to be reflected in the contract conditions and incorporated in the 
Client Control Systems to be in place prior to new contracts coming into operation were approved, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 November 1998 by the Director of Housing 
regarding the current position on the review of client systems and recommending changes in 
operation which were geared to improve service delivery and address issues raised in the internal 
and external investigations (1) detailing that an appointment system would be put in place which 
would incorporate a satisfaction survey form at an estimated cost of £28,000 per annum; (2) outlining 
the results of the appraisal of existing client systems, and (3) detailing the operational issues which 
required change following review, and the staffing organisational review all of which were considered 
by the Client Systems Group. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report and progress made in the review of client side operation be 

noted, and 
 

(2) that the production of the receipt/satisfaction survey estimated at a cost of £28,000 annually 
as set out within the report be approved. 

 
 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  EQUIPMENT  WITHIN/ON  COUNCIL  HOUSING  PROPERTIES 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 June 1996 

when it had been agreed to adopt a policy whereby applications for the siting of Telecommunications 
Equipment on Multi-Storey Developments be not authorised unless from other local authorities, or 
from the Fire, Police and Health Authorities, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
25 November 1998 by the Director of Housing following an approach from Atlantic Telecom seeking 
permission to instal telecommunications equipment within the roof space of multi-storey flats (1) 
indicating that Atlantic Telecom would require 12 sites at an annual rental of £61,200 per annum, 
adjusted for inflation every 3 years; (2) proposing that further negotiations should take place to 
ascertain how advantageous such an agreement would be for the Council, and (3) intimating that if 
there was any question of risk to the expenditure which the Council had undertaken on the towers, 
the Director of Housing would recommend rejection of the proposals. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing enter into detailed discussions with Atlantic Telecom and 

report back to a future Committee. 
 



 HOUSING  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2250 

 
PROPERTIES  AT  PARKHEAD  LANE  AND  CHAPEL  STREET,  CHAPELSIDE,  AIRDRIE  -  CAPITAL  
PROGRAMME 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Housing be authorised, in conjunction 
with the Directors of Administration and Environmental Services to submit a full report to a future 
meeting of the Committee on receipt of Counsel’s Opinion on the implications of the situation where 
one owner/occupier was unwilling to contribute a share of the costs of the repairs of the 15 “Mitchell 
Camus” blocks of flats at Parkhead Lane and Chapel Street, Airdrie, there was submitted a report 
dated 23 November 1998 by the Director of Housing on progress to date of the proposed Capital 
Programme Works at Parkhead Lane and Chapel Street, Airdrie (1) indicating that two tenants who 
had previously intimated claims against the Council had now been offered re-housing in terms of the 
Council’s allocation policy and were accepting these offers; (2) informing that Counsel’s Opinion on a 
range of issues surrounding common works involving owner/occupiers was expected imminently and 
would be considered for additional guidance on the particular problem at Parkhead Lane and Chapel 
Street, and (3) advising that contract documentation was being prepared and tenders would be issued 
to allow the works to progress once a satisfactory legal solution had been determined. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing, in conjunction with the Directors of Administration and 

Environmental Services, be instructed to bring forward a further report on the options 
open to the Council following receipt of Counsel’s Opinion. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  (HRA)  1998/99 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 32 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the revised Capital Programme as detailed within the 
report be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the 
Director of Housing reviewing spending plans within the current year’s HRA Capital Programme to 
take account of the most up-to-date projections on resources available and progress on programme 
implementation (1) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, a review of resources available; (2) 
intimating that within the overall programme revised expenditure projections for a number of projects 
required adjustment to spending plans within area programmes; (3) indicating that the proposed 
changes and adjusted programme were detailed within Appendices  2  and 3 to the report, and (3) 
emphasising that any decrease in projected spending would be due either to a reduction in estimated 
costs to fulfil previously stated contract objectives or as a consequence of delays in achieving a site 
start due to complications with the pre-tender process. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the adjustments to spending plans as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report and the 

revised Capital Programme summarised as Appendix 3 to the report be approved, on the 
understanding that the programme would continue to be closely monitored, with further 
reports submitted to Committee as any further adjustments were required during the 
remainder of the year, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  ALLOCATION  1998/99  HOUSING  DEFECTS  ADJUSTMENTS 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 34 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when it had been noted that the Council’s Capital Allocation for the current year had been 
reduced by £45,000 being a recovery of supplementary allocation issued in August 1996 in respect of 
housing defects liabilities relating to the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council, there was 

C 

C 
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submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of a 
letter received from the Scottish Office Development Department conveying the Secretary of State’s 
decision to increase the Council’s 1998/99 Capital Allocation by £45,000 in respect of housing 
defects liabilities relating to the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District Council (1) outlining the 
background to the increase of the Capital Allocation, and (2) detailing the revised net allocation for 
1998/99 in which now amounted to £12,375,000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be approved, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  MONITORING  AND  PROGRESS  STATUS  REPORT 
 
21. There was submitted a joint progress report (docketed) dated 18 October 1998 by the Director of 

Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services on the progress of the 1998/99 Capital 
Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be approved, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
1998/99  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  MAINTENANCE  BUDGET 
 
22. There was submitted a report (docketed) by the Director of Housing dated 23 November 1998 in 

respect of progress made to date in achieving expenditure targets in relation to Housing Repairs and 
Maintenance in the current financial year (1) advising that in addition to the regular Housing/DLO 
Liaison meetings, separate  meetings had been held to review current performance on response type 
repairs and planned maintenance, to determine the extent to which Building and Roads DLO was 
able to meet outstanding commitments and to identify any areas where they had surplus capacity and 
could undertake additional work, and (2) detailing the actions proposed for the response type repairs 
and the planned maintenance. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  RE-ROOFING  PROGRAMME  1998/99 
 
(a)  KILSYTH  PHASE  7  16  BLOCKS 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 16 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs Rosemary Tiles, 
Kilsyth Phase 7, 16 Blocks was that of Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge in the sum of £122,611.89, 
and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated 
powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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(b) CENTRAL  PHASE  10  -  34  BLOCKS  
 
24. There was submitted a report dated 2 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the Defective Pitched Roofs Rosemary Tiles Central 
Phase 10, 34 Blocks was that of Montgomerie Construction Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of 
£319,928.02, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(c)  KILSYTH  PHASE  8  -  16  BLOCKS 
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 6 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs 
Rosemary Tiles 1998/99, Kilsyth Phase 8, 16 Blocks was that of Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge, 
in the sum of £136,922.05, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(d)  KILSYTH  PHASE  9  -  16  BLOCKS 
 
26. There was submitted a report dated 9 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs 
Rosemary Tiles, Kilsyth Phase 9, 16 Blocks was that of Helforn Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of 
£146,353.78, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99 
 
(a)  PRE-WAR  STOCK  7  -  226  HOUSE  PRIORITY  M15-17  MOSSEND,  WATSONVILLE  AND  
      BENHAR 
 
27. There was submitted a report dated 12 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Window Replacement Programme 1998/99 
Pre-War Stock 7 - 226 Houses Priority M15-17 Mossend, Watsonville and Benhar, was that of North 
Lanarkshire Council Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, in the sum of £335,023.21, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(b)  PRE-WAR  STOCK  8  -  247  HOUSES  PRIORITY  M18-20,  HOLYTOWN,  MUIRHOUSE  AND   
      NETHERTON 
 
28. There was submitted a report dated 23 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Window Replacement Programme 1998/99 
Pre-War Stock 8 - 247 Houses Priority M18-20 Holytown, Muirhouse and Netherton, was that of 
Pyramid (uPVC) Windows Limited, Airdrie, in the sum of £310,011.48, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
(c)  PRE-WAR  STOCK  10  -  274  HOUSES  PRIORITY  M24-26,  NEWARTHILL  AND  STANE 
 
29. There was submitted a report dated 4 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Window Replacement Programme 
1998/99 Pre-War 10 - 274 Houses, Priority M24-26 Newarthill and Stane, was that of Thermashield 
Insulation Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £225,865.53, and (2) the Director of Administration was 
now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(3)  RE-RENDERING  PROGRAMME  1998/99 
 
(a)  73  MAXIM  TYPE  NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES  IN  NEW  STEVENSTON  -  PHASE  2 
 
30. There was submitted a report dated 23 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Re-Rendering Programme 1998/99, 
73 Maxim Type Non-Traditional Houses in New Stevenston, Phase 2, was that of A. C Whyte and 
Co. Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £251,094.90, and (2) the Director of Administration was now 
progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(b)  PHASE  1  -  HARTHILL,  71  HOUSES 
 
31. There was submitted a report dated 2 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Re-Rendering 1998/99 Phase 1 
Harthill, 71 Houses was that of Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge, in the sum of £88,666.43, and (2) 
the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(c)  PHASE 2  -  4  BLOCKS,  MAXTON  CRESCENT,  COLTNESS,  WISHAW  -  40  HOUSES 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 23 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Re-Rendering 1998/99 Phase 2 - 4 Blocks, 
Maxton Crescent, Coltness, Wishaw - 40 Houses, was that of Montgomerie Construction Limited, 
Glasgow, in the sum of £169,521.64, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this 
matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(4)  ELECTRICAL  RE-WIRING  PROGRAMME  1998/99 
 
(a)  CALDERCRUIX,  234  HOUSES 
 
33. There was submitted a report dated 2 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender of the contract for the Electrical Re-Wiring Programme 
1998/99, Caldercruix, 234 Houses, was that of Thistle Building Services Limited, Glasgow, in the sum 
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of £201,634.53, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
(b)  CENTRAL,  PLAINS  AND  CALDERCRUIX,  254  HOUSES 
 
34. The Convener intimated that the item relating to the contract for the Electrical Re-Wiring Programme 

1998/99 Central, Plains and Caldercruix, 254 houses had been withdrawn and would be subject to 
consideration at a future meeting. 

 
 
 
(5)  PROPOSED  LIFT  REPLACEMENT  AT  REDBRIDGE  AND  COLTSWOOD  COURTS,   
      COATBRIDGE,  DRAFFEN  AND  ALLAN  TOWERS,  MOTHERWELL 
 
35. There was submitted a report dated 2 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender of the contract for the Proposed Lift Replacement at 
Redbridge and Coltswood Courts, Coatbridge, Draffen and Allan Towers, Motherwell, was that of Lift 
Maintenance Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £728,175, and (2) the Director of Administration was 
now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(6)  ESTATE  REGENERATION  AT  KENNEDY  DRIVE,  AIRDRIE  -  RE-ROOFING  AND  ASSOCIATED  
       WORKS  AT  KENNEDY  DRIVE,  AIRDRIE 
 
36. There was submitted a report dated 23 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof, Central, Phase 8 - 
Estate Regeneration at Kennedy Drive, Airdrie, was that of Tarmac Construction Contract Housing, 
Glasgow, in the sum of £443,411.53, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this 
matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(7)  MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION  BROOM  PLACE,  COATBRIDGE,  PHASE  2 
 
37. There was submitted a report dated 20 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme Broom Place, Coatbridge, 
Phase 2 was that of J & W Loudon Limited, Coatbridge, in the sum of £231,931.55, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(8)  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENTS 
 
(a)  MUIRHOUSE PHASE 3  -  MERRYTON  TOWER 
 
38. There was submitted a report dated 26 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Environmental Improvements - Muirhouse 
Phase 3 Merryton Tower was that of Lanrec Contracts Limited, Motherwell, in the sum of 
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£112,782.47, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(b)  LANDSCAPING  WORKS  WALKERBURN  DRIVE,  INNERLEITHEN  DRIVE,  WISHAW  
 
39. There was submitted a report dated 4 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Environmental Improvements - 
Landscaping Works Walkerburn Drive, Innerleithen Drive, Wishaw, was that of Stewart Landscapes, 
Carmunnock, in the sum of £179,320.00, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing 
this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(c)  MINI  PROGRAMME  HAMILL DRIVE/HIGH  BARWOOD, KILSYTH 
 
40. There was submitted a report dated 19 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Environmental Improvements - 
Mini Programme Hamill/High Barwood, Kilsyth, was that of J B Bennett Contracts Limited, Kilsyth, in 
the sum of £261, 549.02 and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(9)  DEMOLITIONS  AT  AIRBLES  ROAD,  MOTHERWELL 
 
41. There was submitted a report dated 21 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Demolitions at Airbles Road, Motherwell, 
Phase 2 was that of Angus Asbestos Limited, Johnstone, in the sum of £89,722.50, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(10)  MUIRHOUSE  LOCK-UPS  PHASE  4,  NEW  LOCK-UPS  AND  CAR  PARK  AT  GRANGE  TOWER 
 
42. There was submitted a report dated 27 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Muirhouse Lock-Ups Phase 4, New Lock-
Ups and Car Park at Grange Tower was that of Lanrec Contracts Limited, Motherwell, in the sum of 
£161,321.19, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(11)  MAJOR  REPAIRS  1998/99  ACQUIRED PROPERTY  (SOUTH)  INTERNAL  REFURBISHMENT  OF 
        UPPER  FLOOR  FLAT  AT  109  RUSSELL  STREET,  WISHAW 
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43. There was submitted a report dated 12 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 
Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Major Repairs 1998/99 Acquired 
Property (South) Internal Refurbishment of Upper Floor Flat at 109 Russell Street, Wishaw, was that 
of E & L Building Services Limited, Glenboig in the sum of £27,548.43, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(12)  HEATING  PROGRAMME  CENTRAL  AREA  CONTRACT  1  -  215  HOUSES  VARIOUS  SITES 
 
44. There was submitted a report dated 24 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tenders for the contract for the gas leased heating replacement 
1998/99 Contract 1- 215 houses various sites, (a) capital financed pipework installation, and (b) 
leased financed gas, electric wet and solid fuel heating appliances was that of CFM Building 
Services, Carluke in the sum of £237,204.98 for the pipework installation and £217,245 for the 
heating appliances installation, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter 
in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(13)  INSULATION  PROGRAMME  1998/99  (SOUTH)  PRIORITY  13  -  200 HOUSES 
 
45. There was submitted a report dated 25 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Insulation Programme 1998 
(South) Priority 13, 200 houses, was that of Fibreglo Installation Limited, Shotts, in the sum of 
£30,568.44, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(14)  RE-ROOFING  (FLAT  ROOFS  ETC.)  BRUCE  STREET/CALDER  STREET,  BELLSHILL,  
PHASE  2 
 
46. There was submitted a report dated 24 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the re-roofing flat roofs etc., Bruce 
Street/Calder Street, Bellshill, Phase 2, was that of Fullwood Holdings Limited, Bellshill, in the sum of 
£155,448.07, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS  -  ADDITIONAL  WORKS 
 
(1)  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOFS  (ROSEMARY  TILES)  1998/99 
 
(a)  SOUTH,  PHASE  13  -  ADDITIONAL  3  BLOCKS 
 
47. With reference to paragraph 34 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee when, it had been 

noted, that the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 
1998/99, South, Phase 13 was that of G.F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, in the sum of 
£238,005.27, there was submitted a report dated 16 November 1998 by the Acting Director of 
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Construction Services (1) proposing that in order to maximise the capital expenditure within this 
financial year three further blocks be included in the Contract for Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary 
Tiles) 1998/99, South, Phase 13, and (2) requesting authority to negotiate an extension to the 
existing Contract with G.F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, to carry out the additional works at 
the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 

extension with G.F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, for the additional housing 
blocks for Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99 in the South area, 
Phase 13. 

 
 
(b)  SOUTH,  PHASE  10  - ADDITIONAL  21  BLOCKS 
 
48. With reference to paragraph 46 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when, the Acting Director of Construction Services had been authorised to negotiate the 
extension with Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge, for additional 21 housing blocks for the Defective 
Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) in the South Area Phase 10, there was submitted a report dated 
16 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services intimating that he had negotiated 
an extension to the existing contract with the contractors to carry out the additional work at the same 
rates and conditions in the sum of £165,000 to a maximum expenditure of £364,597.56 for the 
Contract. 

 
Decided: that the extension to the existing contract with Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge, to 

carry out the additional works in the sum of £165,000 to a maximum expenditure of 
£365,597.56 be approved. 

 
 
 
(c)  SOUTH,  PHASE  11  -  ADDITIONAL  30  BLOCKS 
 
49. With reference to paragraph 47 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when, the Acting Director of Construction Services had been authorised to negotiate the 
extension with G.F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, for an additional 30 blocks, for Defective 
Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) in the South Area Phase II, there was submitted a report dated 
16 November 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services intimating that he had negotiated 
an extension to the existing contract with the contractors to carry out the additional work at the same 
rates and conditions in the sum of £246,000 up to a maximum expenditure of £498,771.91 for the 
contract. 

 
Decided: that the extension to the existing contract with G.F. Sharp and Company Limited, 

Wishaw, to carry out the additional works in the sum of £246,000 up to a maximum 
expenditure of £498,771.91 be approved. 

 
 
 
(d)  MOODIESBURN,  PHASE  7  -  ADDITIONAL  16  BLOCKS 
 
50. With reference to paragraph 48 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when the Acting Director of Construction Services had been authorised to negotiate an 
extension with Rennie Roofcare Limited, Glasgow, for 16 additional blocks for the Defective Pitched 
Roofs Rosemary Tiles in Moodiesburn, Phase 7, there was submitted a report dated 16 November 
1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services intimating that the he had negotiated an 
extension to the existing contract with the Contractors to carry out the additional work at the same 
rates and conditions in the sum of £110,000 up to a maximum expenditure of £247,428.32 for the 
contract. 
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Decided: that the extension to the existing contract with Rennie Roofcare Limited, Glasgow, for 
the additional work for Defective Pitched Roofs Rosemary Tiles in Moodiesburn, 
Phase 7 in the sum of £110,000 to a maximum expenditure of £247,428.32 be 
approved. 

 
 
 
(e)  CENTRAL,  PHASE  9  -  24  BLOCKS 
 
51. With reference to paragraph 49 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when the Acting Director of Construction Services had been authorised to negotiate an 
extension with Helforn Limited, Glasgow, for 24 additional blocks for Defective Pitched Roof 
Rosemary Tiles in the Central area, Phase 9, there was submitted a report dated 13 November 1998 
by the Acting Director of Construction Services intimating that he had negotiated an extension to the 
existing contract with the Contractors to carry out the additional work at the same rates and 
conditions in the sum of £208,128 up to a maximum expenditure of £666,090 for the contract. 

 
Decided: that the extension to the existing contract with Helforn Limited, Glasgow, to carry out 

the additional works in the sum of £208,128 to a maximum expenditure of £666,090 be 
approved. 

 
 
 
(2)  MINI  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  LANDSCAPING  WORKS  AT  MANSFIELD  ROAD  AND   
      BLACKMOSS  DRIVE,  BELLSHILL 
 
52. With reference to paragraph 33 of the Minute of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 when approval 

had been granted to accept the lowest tender for the Mini Programme 1998/99 Landscaping Works at 
Mansfield Road and Blackmoss Drive, Bellshill, being that of Lanrec Contracts Limited, Motherwell, 
in the sum of £156,855.50, there was submitted a report dated 18 November 1998 by the Acting 
Director of Construction Services (1) advising that the Director of Housing had requested that 
additional works be carried out, and (2) indicating that the Acting Director of Construction Services 
had negotiated an extension to the existing contract with Lanrec Contracts Limited, Motherwell, to 
accommodate the works at an additional cost of £24,000 to a maximum expenditure of £180,855.50. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the actions of the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating an extension to 

an existing contract with Lanrec Contract, Motherwell, in the sum of £24,000 up to a 
maximum expenditure of £180,855.50 for the contract be homologated, and 

 
(2) that the extension to the contract with Lanrec Contracts Limited, Motherwell, to carry out the 

additional works in the sum of £24,000 be approved. 
 
 
 
INSPECTION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  ROOF  ANCHORS 
 
53. There was submitted a report dated 20 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

establishing a contractual arrangement for inspection and maintenance to roof anchors (1) outlining 
the background to and the need for the inspection and maintenance of roof anchors; (2) proposing 
that a separate contract for a two year duration, with a one year option be let for the annual 
inspection and maintenance of roof anchors with the contract letting timescale as illustrated within 
Appendix 1 to the report; (3) advising that the contract conditions be drafted in a manner which 
obliged the contractor to provide an all inclusive price for annual inspection and all necessary 
maintenance, and (4) indicating that as no formal contract arrangement had previously been in place 
for provision of this service and the annual costs were difficult to quantify, the best estimate for the 
service was £40,000 per annum available from the Housing Revenue Repairs Budget. 
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Decided:  

 
(1) that the issue of a contract document for inspection and maintenance of roof anchors for a 2 

year duration with a one year option be approved, and 
 

(2) that the timescale for letting of the contract as illustrated within Appendix 1 to the report and 
the contract conditions as detailed within the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SERVICE  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  REFUSE  CHUTES 
 
54. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of establishing a new contractual arrangement for the servicing and maintenance of refuse 
chutes to Housing Department properties (1) advising that this service was currently provided within 
the bulk tender contracts which currently formed a part of the wider ongoing re-tendering exercise; (2) 
proposing that in keeping with the Scottish Office Direction to issue services of a specialist nature for 
tender, a separate contract for a three year duration be let for servicing and maintenance of refuse 
chutes, with the contract letting timescale as illustrated in Appendix 1 to the report, and (3) intimating 
the estimated annual value for the provision of the service was approximately £60,000, with monies 
available from the Housing Revenue Repairs Budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the issue of a separate contract for servicing and maintenance of refuse chutes for a 

three year duration be approved, and 
 

(2) that the timescale for the letting of the contract as illustrated within Appendix 1 to the report 
be noted. 

 
 
 
FORMER  CONTRACT  FOR  SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  GAS  APPLIANCES  IN  THE  
CENTRAL  DISTRICT  -  1  APRIL  1998-30  JUNE  1997 -  CONTRACTOR  GAS  PLAN 
 
55. There was submitted a report dated 20 November 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) outlining the 

background to a contract with Messrs. Gasplan to service and maintain gas appliances in the Central 
District between period 1 April 1995 to 31 March 1997; (2) advising that the contract had been 
extended to cover the period 1 April 1997 to 30 June 1997; (3) intimating that the final valuation to 
date for the contract had never been made to the contractor for outstanding completed works, to the 
value of £123,262 and that a claim from the contractor had now been submitted to the Council for 
completed unpaid works; (4) detailing the contract conditions in which the contractor had indicated 
that the sum of £123,262 would be acceptable to resolve the claim, which was in excess of that 
figure, and (5) informing that provision had been made within this year’s Housing Revenue Repairs 
Budget to meet the outstanding contract valuation. 

 
Decided: that the final valuation of £123,262 be paid to the contractor under the terms of 

conditions of the contract be agreed. 
 
 
 
KILSYTH  TOWN  CENTRE  HOUSING  ACTION  AREA  FOR  IMPROVEMENT  PHASE  3  -  
PROPOSED  GRANTS 
 
56. With reference to paragraph 40 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 1997 

when it had been agreed that officials be authorised to proceed with proposals for a reduced Phase 3 
Contract for Kilsyth Town Centre Housing Action Area, excluding the buildings at 89-97 Main Street, 
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there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 November 1998 by the Director of Housing 
regarding the progress to date in respect of proposals for Phase 3 of the Kilsyth Town Centre 
Housing Action Area and the provision of appropriate levels of improvement, repairs and 
environmental improvement grants (1) advising that that property at 68-76 Main Street which was not 
included in the tender documentation due to uncertainties regarding the participation of a shop 
owner, which were subsequently resolved would now be negotiated into the contract; (2) indicating 
that the costs for the individual house and shop owners had been allocated by the consultants with 
common costs apportioned in terms of the conditions attached to the titles, with the individual costs 
being indicated within Appendix 1 to the report; (3) detailing various grants to which the houseowners 
would be entitled to  and which, if approved, would require the consent of the Secretary of State for 
Scotland as the approved expenditure levels would be above the normal maximum; (4) indicating 
that, a local authority could award discretionary Environmental Improvement Grants towards the cost 
of improving the environment of a residential area and in the case of the Kilsyth Phase 3 the cost of 
the work inclusive of fees and VAT would be £47,557; (5) advising that the total financial cost to the 
Council in the form of Improvement and Repair Grants for this contract would be approximately 
£448,920, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report and the total capital expenditure was now 
estimated at £823,051 representing an increase of £67,000 over previously reported figures. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Improvement and Repair Grants, subject to the consent of the Secretary of State, up to 

the levels indicated at Appendix 1 to the report, for each flat or shop participating in the 
contract be approved; 

 
(2) that Grants be approved in accordance with the same formula for the houses and shops at 

68-76 Main Street, Kilsyth, which were being added to the contract; 
 

(3) that an Environmental Improvement Grant of up to £47,557 be approved, and 
 

(4) that the direct costs associated with the lease of shops for decanting purposes, estimated at 
approximately £35,000 for Phase 3 of the Housing Action Area funded from the Kilsyth 
Housing Action Area Allocation within the Non-HRA Housing Capital budget be approved. 

 
 
 
APPLICATION  FOR  IMPROVEMENT  GRANT  -  CARFIN  ROAD,  NEWARTHILL 
 
57. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of consideration of options for dealing with an application for Improvement Grant from an 
owner/occupier at Carfin Road, Newarthill (1) outlining the background to and the need for an 
Improvement Grant in which the Care and Repair Project supported the application; (2) advising that 
the Project had commissioned a survey of the property and the cost of the work necessary to allow 
the house to meet the Tolerable Standard and provide satisfactory living accommodation would likely 
be in the region of £50,000 - £60,0000; (3) indicating that the Council had a statutory duty to deal 
with houses which failed to meet the Tolerable Standard; (4) providing a range of options to address 
the various issues arising from the Improvement Grant application, and (5) intimating that, following 
legal advice that an equity loan could be offered by an outside agency but not by the Council, it was 
likely that the matter would progress on the basis of an offer of a 75% Repair Fund Improvement 
Grant, subject to the Secretary of States approval. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the application for Improvement Grant be approved, up to the normal maximum grant of 

£9,450, subject to the usual criteria of competitive estimates, proof of title etc; 
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(2) that in the event that it was not possible for a loan or other finance to be arranged by an 
outside agency, an enhanced level of 75% Improvement Grant be provided, with the consent 
of the Secretary of State, and 

 
(3) that any future applications of a similar nature be considered on their merits in the light of 

available budget resources. 
 
 
 
IMPROVEMENT  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  -  109-129  RUSSELL  STREET,  
WISHAW 
 
58. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee held on 6 May 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the offer from Modern 
Housing (Contracts) Limited to purchase 5 vacant flats at 109-129 Russell Street, Wishaw be 
accepted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 November 1998 by the Director of 
Housing seeking approval to provide appropriate grants for owner/occupiers who wished to 
participate in a tenamental rehabilitation project at 109-129 Russell Street, Wishaw (1) advising that 
the conclusion of the sale of the properties to Modern Housing Limited now depended on the 
agreement of all the co-proprietors to proceed; (2) detailing the proposed repairs and improvement 
and environmental grants for the 3 owner/occupied houses at 121, 125 and 129 Russell Street, 
Wishaw; (3) indicating that to allow this project to proceed, the Secretary of State’s consent would be 
required for 121 and 129 Russell Street; (4) informing that in terms of Section 251 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 1987, the Council could make an Environmental Improvement Grant of up to 100% 
towards the cost of improving the environment of a residential area; (5) proposing that the overall 
grant assistance be £45,849.35 and the resultant net cost to the owner/occupiers would be as 
detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, and (6) indicating that the involvement of the Lanarkshire 
Development Agency in the project was being explored with the potential to reduce the financial 
burden on both the Council and Scottish Homes. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Improvement Grants be approved for the owner/occupiers at 121, 125 and 

129 Russell Street, Wishaw at 75% of the actual costs of repairs for improvement as detailed 
within the report, subject to the consent of the Secretary of State, and 

 
(2) that the Environmental Improvement Grant of 100% of actual costs as detailed within the 

report be approved. 
 
 
 
CUMBERNAULD  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIP  -  FORMER  CUMBERNAULD  DEVELOPMENT  
CORPORATION  STOCK  OWNED  BY  SCOTTISH  HOMES 
 
59. With reference to paragraph 58 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 when, inter alia, it had been noted that a small Steering Group had been established with 
representatives from the community, Scottish Homes and the Council to draft a consultation strategy 
and focused action plan to develop the New Housing Partnership, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 5 November 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the progress being made by 
the Cumbernauld Housing Partnership in relation to the transfer of Scottish Homes stock to a new 
landlord organisation (1) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, a strategy document which 
included a timetable for transferring the Scottish Homes owned stock to a new landlord, with the 
transfer taking place early in the year 2000; (2) intimating that while the Council had successfully bid 
in January 1998 for resources to demolish 6 deck access blocks at Carbrain, a further bid for the 
balance of New Housing Partnership resources submitted to the Scottish Office in October 1998 had 
been unsuccessful; (3) proposing the establishment of a Steering Group chaired and led by the 
community to take forward the establishment of the new landlord organisation, and (4) indicating that 
inclusion of owner/occupiers had been an integral part of the work of the partnership. 



 HOUSING  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2263 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the progress which had been made to date in relation to the transfer of the former CDC 

stock owned by Scottish Homes within Cumbernauld be noted, and 
 

(2) that the response from the Scottish Office advising that the Council’s NHP bid submission as 
detailed within the report was unsuccessful be noted. 

 
 
 
OLD  MONKLAND  STOCK  TRANSFER  LEGAL  AGREEMENT 
 
60. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held on 

12 February 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the bid from the Clyde Valley Housing 
Association and Partners form the basis of the submission for New Housing Partnership funds for 
1998/99 for the development of Old Monkland, Coatbridge, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 10 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in respect of issues within the legal agreement 
between the Council and Clyde Valley Housing Association relative to the proposed stock transfer 
within the Old Monkland area of Coatbridge (1) advising that the Council and the Association had 
almost concluded the legal agreement in connection with the transfer and in addition the agreement 
formed part of the submission to the Scottish Office formalising the Council’s request to transfer the 
stock, and (2) proposing that the Council (a) ensure that there were no continuing contracts, other 
than tenancy agreements and Clyde Valley Housing Association would not assume any of the 
Council’s obligations relating to contracts, and (b) would also indemnify the Association against all 
liabilities from any past or present acts or omissions by the Council in relation to the project, including 
contracts of employment 

 
 
 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the warranties and indemnities as proposed within the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that the terms of the report in relation to the development programme be noted. 
 
 
 
QUARTERLY  PERFORMANCE  REVIEW  REPORT  -  30  SEPTEMBER  1998 
 
61. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 November 1998 by the Director of Housing 

enclosing the “Quarterly Performance Review for the period 1 July to 30 September 1998”. 
 

Decided: that the Quarterly Performance Review for the period for 1 July to 30 September 1998 
be noted. 

 
 
 
SERVICE  PLAN  UPDATE  1998  QUARTERLY  REVIEW 
 
62. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 November 1998 by the Director of Housing (1) 

detailing progress made towards the implementation of the priorities identified in the Departmental 
Service Plan for 1998/99 to 30 September 1998, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, and 
intimating that significant progress had been made in pursuit of the nine strategic objectives for the 
Housing Service during the year 1998/99. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
 
63. There was submitted a report dated 20 October 1998 by the Director of Housing detailing a list of 

useful reports and information which had been received by the Housing Department. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
 
 
PETITIONS 
 
(1)  FENCE  ERECTED  AROUND  ANNAN  AND  ENDRICK  COURT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
64. The Committee accepted the proposal by the Convener that the item regarding the petition in respect 

of the fence erected around Annan and Endrick Court, Coatbridge be continued to a future meeting. 
 
 
 



 HOUSING  –  2 December 1998 
 

 

 

 
2265 

(2)  DUNBETH,  HIGH  COATS  AND  JACKSON  COURTS,  COATBRIDGE 
 
65. There was submitted a report dated 5 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from residents of Dunbeth, Jackson and High Coats Courts, Coatbridge regarding 
the condition of the multi-storey flats and advising that the Director of Housing had agreed with the 
Central Tenants Association to work more closely to resolve any problems. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted and the signatories advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(3)  RESIDENTS  OF  COMMUNITY  AVENUE,  BELLSHILL 
 
66. There was submitted a report dated 27 October 1998 by the Director of Housing in response a 

petition received from the residents of Community Avenue, Bellshill regarding anti-social neighbours 
(1) advising that the Director of Housing had requested that the Strathclyde Police increase patrols in 
the area and that regular liaison meetings with the Police be established, and (2) detailing the current 
position in which the parents of the offending youths had been contacted and advised of the 
complaints received. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted and the signatories advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(4)  RESIDENTS  OF  ARCADIA  STREET,  BELLSHILL 
 
67. There was submitted a report dated 5 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from resident of Arcadia Street, Bellshill requesting that a fence be erected to the 
rear of their properties to stop youths pestering the ground floor residents (1) advising that the 
Director of Housing had contacted the Police to patrol this particular area more frequently; (2) 
intimating that in the Bellshill area, the demand from residents in blocks of flats for metal fencing far 
exceeded the resources available and the project in Arcadia Street was not considered a priority in 
this financial year; (3) indicating that it would be considered along with other comparable house types 
for metal fencing, in the next financial year, subject to budget allocations, and (4) proposing that in 
the interim, timber gates be erected at appropriate points along the rear common footpaths, with the 
work being carried out this financial year providing that two owner/occupiers agreed to participate. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report and the action taken by the Area Housing Office be noted, 

and the signatories advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
(5)  SHOP  RELOCATION,  GOWKTHRAPPLE,  WISHAW 
 
68. With reference to paragraph 60 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when the relocation of the shop at Gowkthrapple, Wishaw to a more suitable site was approved, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 November 1998 by the Director of Housing in 
response to a petition received from residents of the Gowkthrapple area, Wishaw, objecting to the 
relocation of the shop within the estate (1) advising that on 30 July 1998 a Notice was served on the 
shopkeeper advising that the Council would implement the Redevelopment Clause which required 
him to remove from the premises by 28 September 1998; (2) indicating that a court action had been 
raised by the shopkeeper in August 1998 under the Shops (Scotland) Act 1949, and (3) intimating 
that discussions were currently ongoing with the shopkeeper to come to a resolution which would 
satisfy the Council, the Community and the shopkeeper and which would be reported to a future 
Committee. 
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Decided: that the matter be continued until after the outcome of the court action was known, and 
the signatories advised accordingly. 

 
 
RESIDENTS  OF  BELL  STREET,  WATT  CRESCENT  AND  BURNS  PATH,  BELLSHILL 
 
69. With reference to paragraph 63 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 28 January 

1998 when with regard to a gap site at Bell Street, Bellshill it had been agreed that the “No Ball 
Games” and “No Camping” signs would remain in place and that the area continue to be utilised by 
toddlers and young children, there was submitted a report dated 4 November 1998 by the Director of 
Housing (1) advising that there had been damage to the fencing and removal/burning down of the 
“No Ball Games” and “No Camping” signs, and (2) intimating (a) the current position in which 
goalposts and debris had been cleared and new signs had been erected, and (b) that regular visits to 
the site would continue. 

 
Decided: that terms of the report and the actions of the Area Housing Office be noted, and the 

signatories of the petition advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “HOUSING  AND  OLDER  PEOPLE:  BEYOND  THE  MILLENNIUM” 
 
70. There was considered an invitation from the Planning Exchange to attend a conference entitled 

“Housing and Older People: Beyond the Millennium” to be held in Glasgow on 3 December 1998. 
 

Decided: that Councillor Clarke be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(2)  “PARTNERSHIPS  IN  GOVERNMENT” 
 
71. There was considered an invitation from the Public and Commercial Services Union to attend a 

conference entitled “Partnerships in Government” to be held in London on 15 December 1998. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
(3)  “ADDING  VALUE  -  THE  HOUSING  DIMENSION” 
 
72. There was considered an invitation from Scottish Homes to attend a conference entitled “Adding 

Value - The Housing Dimension” to be held in Edinburgh on 15 December 1998. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(4)  “ACTION  NOT  WORDS” 
 
73. There was considered an invitation from the Chartered Institute of Housing to attend the Annual 

conference entitled “Action Not Words” to be held in Harrogate on 21-25 June 1999 
 

Decided: that the Convener for the Housing Committee be authorised to attend. 
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(5)  “LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL  HOUSING  CONFERENCE” 
 
74. There was considered an invitation from the Local Government Association to attend a conference 

entitled “Local Government Association Annual Housing Conference” to be held in Swansea on 
1-3 February 1999. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 


