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Introduction 

Reference is made to the reports submitted to Committee on 29 April 1998 and 17 July 
1998 on East of Scotland Water’s proposals to remove water standpipes from garage 
sites. which Committee continued for further consideration. 

Present Position 

Following this decision, a meeting has been held with representatives of East of Scotland 
Water who provided full details of the current condition of water standpipes at lock-up 
sites throughout the former Development Corporation areas of Cumbernauld. 

Ownership of all standpipes in garage sites in the former Development Corporation areas 
of Cumbernauld rests with North Lanarkshire Council, which is therefore responsible for 
any repair work required to bring these up to a usable standard. 
East Of Scotland Water is responsible for providing a safe water supply to these 

a standpipes. 

Details of proposals for the removal of the water supply to vandalised standpipes, and 
the upgradingwork required to ensure health and safety regulations are adhered to at 
locations where removal of the water supply is not planned, were also given by East of 
Scotland Water. 
Throughout Cumbernauld the present position is as follows: 
Number of standpipes in reasonable condition 144 
Number of standpipes vandalised 178 

95 
Total 417 
Number of standpipes already disconnected 

Proposals 

The standpipes in reasonable condition require work to prevent contamination to the 
water sunnlv through back smhonage. DesDite the fact that the Council is responsible for 
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funding repair work to the standpipes, East of Scotland Water propose to carry out this 
work at its expense. However, if the upgraded standpipes are vandalised in the future, 
this offer will not be repeated and the cost of repair work will fall to North Lanarkshire 
Council. If this proposal is accepted it would alleviate existing fears over the safety of 
the water supply. The Council would, thereafter, require to review any future safety 
work requirements in light of cost implications. 

East of Scotland Water is also willing to bring the standpipes, identified for 
disconnection, up to a usable standard, although the cost of this work (approximately 
E100 per unit) would be charged to the Council. Moreover, the Council would be liable 
to pay annual water rates of approximately E60 on each of the 178 units within this 
category if this course of action was pursued. Therefore this matter is required to be 
considered further following negotiations with potential users of these standpipes. 

As previously stated the ownership of common land at all garage sites within the former 
Development Corporation areas of Cumbernauld now rests with North Lanarkshire 
Council. However, as the majority of garages affected by East of Scotland Water's 
proposals are either owned by Scottish Homes or private individuals, the Council, which 
is receiving very little income from its stock of lock-ups in Abronhill and Condorrat, 
would not be in a favourable position to fund this work. 

If the Council did accept these proposals there would also be the question of recharging 
costs to Scottish Homes and private owners which would prove to be administratively 
time consuming. This task would fall to the Council due to its position as feu superior of 
the common ground at the lock up sites in Cumbernauld. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee: 
0 Accept East of Scotland Water's proposals to upgrade the 144 usable standpipes at no 

cost to the Council. 
0 Review any request to fund repairs if usable standpipes are vandalised in the future. 
0 Authorise the appropriate officers enter into consultation with potential users of the 

standpipes u.hich have been vandalised, to identify or discuss possible solutions 
which might bring these standpipes back into use. 

Background Papers 

Background papers are ai.ailable within the Housing Department. - 
-. h 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 




