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To : HOUSING COMMITTEE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject : “Butterfly Flats” - 
Huntly Avenue, Bellshill 

25 REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM No. ....* ..., 

Date : 14 January 1999 Ref : GW/PLM/MR/S 

From:  DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of recent developments regarding the flatted 
blocks at Huntly Avenue, Bellshill, previously referred to as “Butterfly Flats” because of the inverted 
roof design. 

BACKGROUND 

Committee approved a 3 year programme to re-roof the blocks with a traditional roof and re- 
rendering. 

The first phase of the contract was won on open tender by G F Sharp & CO Ltd, and the re-roofing and 
re-rendering of the first block is substantially complete. 

The block is scaffolded and encapsulated with a roof covering to prevent water ingress into the 
properties. 

To facilitate the works, the tenants have been decanted into caravans and their household effects have 
been put into storage. 

No damages resulting from the re-roofing or re-rendering works were found. However, on close 
inspection, a variation in gap between the skirting and floor to the upper flat was noted. 

Further inspection was carried out by a Consultant Engineer who carried out tests to ascertain the 
condition of the concrete and position of reinforcing within the floor slab. 

The exposed floor slab showed evidence of crachng across their width, and the load testing resulted 
in the slab deflecting some 10-12mm without recovery. 

PROPOSALS 

Having assessed the findings of the Consultant’s report, the Engineer has prepared a scheme for 
supporting the existing defective floor slab over the living room areas only. Deflection of slabs over 
other areas within the flats is considered to be within acceptable ranges and support to these other 
areas is not considered necessary. 

Initial discussion has taken place between the Surveyor and the Contractor regarding costs for the 
proposed remedial works and a budget cost (which is subject to further detailed discussion) of 25,000 
per ground floor flat, has been obtained. The Contractor’s additional costs for disruption, etc, relating 
to the work have yet to be assessed and an overall figure for the four blocks of flats within the contract 
of 250,000 is estimated for budget costing. 
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3.3 The apartments affected within each of the flats are the living room, hall, and kitchen. Redecoration 
of each affected apartment will be required. 

4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 It is recommended that Committee : 

a) Approve the recommendations of the Structural Engineer to support the living room areas of the 
flats; 

b) 

c) 

Approve the additional estimated budget cost of &50,000 for the four blocks within the contract; 

Agree to redecoration of each affected apartment. 

5 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

5.1 Available within the Housing Department. 

G Whitefield 
Director of Housing 
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