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Motherwell, 27 January 1999 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillor Clarke, Vice-Convener; Provost Mathieson; Councillors 
Chadha, Cox, Gray, Hogg, Logue, Lunny, McAlorum, McKenna, Macleod, Maginnis, W. Martin, Morgan, 
Murphy, G. Murray, S.V. Murray, Robertson, Selfridge and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Head of 
Housing Strategy and Resources, Housing Benefits Manager and District Manager (North), Head of 
Construction Resources, Accounting Manager and Head of Social Work Development. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Beekman, Burns, Craigie, Leitch, McCabe, McElroy, McKendrick, McKeown, Nolan and Sullivan. 
 
 
MINUTES  OF  HOUSING  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing (Special Cases) Sub-Committee held 

on 20 January 1999. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
REVENUE  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  HRA  AND  HOUSING  NON-HRA 
 
2. There were submitted reports dated 5 January 1999 by the Director of Finance (1) advising of the 

current spending levels for the Housing Department for the period from 1 April to 6 December 1998; 
(2) providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against estimated expenditure and 
income and explanations of the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for 
the Housing Revenue Account and the Non-HRA with details of major underspend and overspend. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REVENUE  ESTIMATES  1999/2000  -  BASE  SUBMISSIONS  -  HOUSING  NON-HRA  AND  COUNCIL  
TAX/HOUSING  BENEFITS 
 
3. There were submitted reports (docketed) dated 9 December 1998 by the Director of Finance setting 

out the Base Estimates Submission for the Housing Non-HRA and Council Tax/Housing Benefits for 
the financial year 1999/2000. 
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Decided: that the Base Submissions for the 1999/2000 Revenue Estimates in respect of the 
Housing Non-HRA and Council Tax/Housing Benefits be noted. 

 
REVENUE  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  1998/99  -  COUNCIL  SUMMARY 
 
4. There was submitted a Minute excerpt of the Finance Committee held on 3 December 1998 

regarding Revenue Budget Monitoring Reports 1998/99 when, inter alia, it had been agreed (1) that 
with regard to Housing HRA to recommend that, in relation to the £500,000 projected overspend on 
void properties, the Director of Housing submit a detailed report thereon to the Housing Committee, 
and (2) that the matter be referred accordingly to the Housing Committee. 

 
Decided: that a report in relation to the £500,000 overspend on void properties be submitted to 

the next Housing Committee. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  DEPARTMENT  SERVICE  PLAN  1999/2000  -  2001/2002 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 

held on 5 May 1998 when the revised guidelines for the production of Service Plans for 1999-2000 
were approved, there was submitted (1) a report dated 22 December 1998 by the Chief Executive 
setting out the purpose and action required in respect of Service Plans, and (2) the Service Plan for 
1999-2002 (docketed) by the Director of Housing as part of the Council’s annual corporate planning 
process. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report by the Chief Executive and the Service Plan be noted, and 

 
(2) that the Service Plan be submitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for further 

consideration. 
 
 
 
YEAR  2000  COMPLIANCE 
 
6. There was submitted a Minute excerpt of the Finance Committee held on 3 December 1998 

regarding Information Technology Services Capital Programme 1998/99 when, inter alia, it had been 
agreed that all Service Committees be requested to include on their agenda from now until the 
millennium, an item headed “Year 2000 Compliance” in order that each Committee may be fully 
aware of progress being made in this area. 

 
Decided: that a further update report on Year 2000 Compliance would be submitted to the next 

Housing Committee. 
 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when it had been agreed to note the timetable for submission of bids by 12 February 1999 
under the Empty Homes Initiative Circular, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 January 
1999 in respect of the outline proposals for the bid for funds (1) detailing within Appendix 1 to the 
report, the outline proposals which included some unsuccessful projects from the proposals submitted 
in March 1998 which had been amended in an attempt to be successful in this round; (2) intimating 
that proposal 9 was for continued funding of the Empty Homes Initiative Officer post; (3) advising 
that if the bid for funding was unsuccessful, continuation of the post would be required for a further 
period of one year from 1 April 1999 at an estimated cost of £21,600 which could be met from the 
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overall HRA Budget, and (4) indicating that in the event of proposals 1, 4 and 8 contained within 
Appendix 1 to the report, being successful,  the properties could be let to the participating partners at 
a nominal rent of £100 per annum subject to appropriate leases being prepared. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposals contained within Appendix 1 to the report be approved, as the basis of the 

Council’s bid, and that the Director of Housing be authorised to submit finalised proposals by 
12 February 1999; 

 
(2) that if funding was not granted for the Empty Homes Officer as a result of the bid, this post 

be continued for a period of one year from 1 April 1999 as detailed within the report, and 
 

(3) that the Council properties contained within proposals 1, 4 and 8 be let at an nominal rent of 
£100 per annum subject to suitable leases being arranged for these properties. 

 
 
 
ABSENCE  MANAGEMENT  STATISTICS 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of the Personnel Services Committee 

held on 3 December 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that each Department of the Council 
when providing statistics for absence management produce a report detailing the breakdown of the 
figures to enable effective monitoring to be carried out by the Personnel Services Committee, there 
was submitted the said report by the Head of Personnel Services thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
MINISTERIAL  VISIT  TO  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  
 
9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of the visit to the Council by Mr Calum McDonald, MP - Minister for Housing, Transport and 
European Affairs on Monday 11 January 1999 (1) detailing within the Appendix to the report, the 
programme for the visit which included a tour of various areas; (2) advising that the opportunity was 
taken to discuss a number of key issues with the Minister including the ever increasing problem of 
involving owner-occupiers in HRA Capital Programme Works, and (3) intimating that the tour was 
valuable in demonstrating the successful initiatives completed by the Council and its predecessors in 
recent years as well as illustrating the extent of the problems which still require to be tackled. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION  OF  SCOTTISH  OFFICE  ACTION  PLANS  FOR  SOCIAL  WORK:  
IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHILDCARE  SERVICES  AND  MODERNISING  COMMUNITY  CARE 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

19 January 1999 when the Committee, inter alia, referred to this Committee, for its information, a 
report dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Social Work in respect of the action which required 
to be taken in order to implement the Scottish Office Action Plans to improve Child Care Services 
and Modernise Community Care, there was submitted the said report by the Director of Social Work 
thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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GARDEN  ASSISTANCE  SCHEME 
 
11. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed to conclude negotiations with Brophy Grounds Maintenance 
on the variation and termination of the existing contract and to progress and finalise negotiations with 
alternative contractor(s) for the remainder of the gardening season, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 21 January 1999 regarding future contractual arrangements for the Garden 
Assistance Scheme (1) advising that negotiations had taken place with the Council’s Leisure Services 
DSO to undertake the work in the Central District for the remainder of the 1998 growing season; 
(2) indicating that at the end of the 1998 Contract, a meeting was held with the Managing Director of 
Brophy Grounds Maintenance to discuss the contractor’s performance and their wish to re-negotiate 
contract rates; (3) informing that Brophy Grounds Maintenance were advised that the contract 
conditions did not allow for any such re-negotiation and consequently it had been mutually agreed 
that they surrender the South District contract; (4) intimating that advertisements were placed inviting 
expressions of interest for the contracts within the Central and South Districts for a two year period 
with an option of one year extension; (5) detailing within Appendix 1, to the report the expressions of 
interests received and within Appendix 2 to the report, the shortlist of Contractors to be invited to 
tender; (6) indicating that tenders would be returned on 22 February 1999 with the target date for 
contract award being early March, and (7) advising that the Leisure Services DSO which had 
provided a Garden Assistance Scheme in the North District to a high standard and with a minimal 
level of complaint would continue with their current contract arrangements in the North District. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken to terminate the Brophy Grounds Maintenance Contract be 

homologated; 
 

(2) that the proposed contractual arrangements and list of contractors invited to tender as 
detailed within the report be approved, and 

 
(3) that the continuation of the current contract arrangements in the North District be approved. 

 
 
 
SUPPORTING  PEOPLE:  A  NEW  POLICY  AND  FUNDING  FRAMEWORK  FOR  SUPPORT  
SERVICES 
 
12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 January 1999 by the Directors of Housing and 

Social Work in respect of a recent Government report entitled “Supporting People:  A New Policy and 
Funding Framework for Support Services” and on the issue of funding support for vulnerable people 
(1) outlining the background to the Government report which was putting forward for consultation a 
number of proposals to rationalise the future funding of support services; (2) indicating that the 
Government was proposing to implement a transitional Housing Benefit Scheme from 1 November 
1999 when the interim arrangements expired, until April 2003; (3) intimating the findings of the 
inter-departmental review and that local authorities would be provided with new statutory power to 
compliment those already existing, in order to carry out the proposals; (4) advising that in order to 
allow sufficient time for the implementation of the proposals, the Government had drawn up a 
transitional Housing Benefit Scheme which would take effect from November 1999 to supplement 
normal Housing Benefit payments for rent to cover reasonable charges for support services, and 
(5) informing that the Directors of Housing and Social Work were currently preparing a corporate 
response to the consultation document by 5 February 1999. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Government’s proposals be noted, and 
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(2) that the Director of Administration respond to the consultation document following full 
consideration of the corporate response to be prepared by the Directors of Housing and 
Social Work. 
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SCOTTISH  OFFICE  INITIATIVE  ON  ROUGH  SLEEPING 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Housing be authorised to continue 
research into the extent of rough sleeping in the South District and that a further bid for challenge 
funding be submitted by October 1998 to the Secretary of State, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 20 January 1999 in respect of the outcome of the bid for challenge funding under 
the third round of the Scottish Office initiative on Rough Sleeping (1) advising that the Council had 
been awarded funding of £450,000 for the financial year 1999-2000, £50,000 for the provision of 
additional funding for the Black Street Project in Airdrie, £345,740 for capital funding for direct 
access accommodation in Motherwell and £54,260 for revenue funding for direct access 
accommodation in Motherwell; (2) informing that the amount of grant requested was based on 
indicative costs and that there was a difference of £44,200 from the amount requested for the 
completion of the Black Street Project, Airdrie and the grant awarded would be subject to a further 
report following receipt of tender documents; (3) indicating that the award granted to the Council was 
the second highest amount awarded to any Scottish Local Authority in this round of bid submissions; 
(4) detailing all progress to date with regard to three projects; (5) advising that Blue Triangle Housing 
Association Limited had been invited to submit proposals for  the management of the Airdrie Project, 
and (6) proposing that the Council publicise its desire to enter into a similar arrangement with an 
appropriate organisation for the management of the Motherwell Project. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the successful outcome of the bid for additional challenge funding be noted; 

 
(2) that acceptance by the Director of Housing of the award, in order to comply with the required 

timescale, be homologated; 
 

(3) that a further report be submitted to Committee regarding the proposed management 
arrangements of the Airdrie Project by Blue Triangle Housing Association Limited; 

 
(4) that the Director of Housing be authorised to seek expressions of interest from appropriate 

organisations for the management of the Motherwell Project, and 
 

(5) that the Director of Housing submit a progress report to Committee of developments. 
 
 
 
HOMELESS  ACCOMMODATION  -  10  MORAR  DRIVE,  CONDORRAT,  CUMBERNAULD 
 
14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 31 December 1998 by the Director of Housing 

regarding proposals for the future use of the property at 10 Morar Drive, Condorrat, Cumbernauld 
(1) outlining the background to the present use of the property as temporary homeless 
accommodation for young people managed by the YM/YWCA; (2) recommending that due to the 
level of complaints that the property be given over to the Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Area Housing 
Office for letting as a mainstream property, and (3) proposing that an alternative address be 
identified within the Condorrat area of Cumbernauld for use as temporary accommodation again 
managed by the YM/YWCA, to maintain the provision of this type of service in the Cumbernauld 
area. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the house at 10 Morar Drive, Condorrat, Cumbernauld, be withdrawn from use as 

temporary accommodation managed on behalf of the Council by the YMCA/YWCA;  
 

(2) that the re-letting of the house by Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Area Housing Office as 
mainstream property be approved, and 
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(3) that the identification of alternative accommodation within Condorrat, Cumbernauld, to be 
used as temporary accommodation again managed by YM/YWCA be approved. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CONSULTATION  PAPER,  PARTNERS  IN  PARTICIPATION  -  CONSULTATION  
ON  A  NATIONAL  STRATEGY  FOR  TENANT  PARTICIPATION 
 
15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 January 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the content of the consultation paper “Partners in Participation - Consultation on a National Strategy 
for Tenant Participation” (1) outlining the background to the consultation paper, a copy of which was 
contained within Appendix 1 to the report, (2) proposing that a response be made to the discussion 
document based on the details outlined within the report, (3) indicating that it was important to 
develop the framework to implement the policy in conjunction with tenant groups and that tenants 
representatives be invited to join the Member/Officer Working Group on Tenant Participation, and 
(4) advising that consultation meetings with regard to the document had been held on 12-14 January 
1999 with tenant and resident organisations. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Administration be authorised to respond to the Scottish Office based on 

the contents of the report and 
 

(2) that tenant representatives be invited to the existing Working Group on Tenant Participation 
Officer/Member Working Group to further develop a Tenant Participation Strategy for North 
Lanarkshire. 

 
 
 
GENERAL  CONSENT  FOR  RENT  DEPOSITS  FOR  PRIVATE  LANDLORDS 
 
16. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 January 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of a Circular issued by the Secretary of State for Scotland entitled “A General Consent for Rent 
Deposits for Private Landlords (1) outlining the background to the circular which was attached as 
Appendix 1 to the report; (2) proposing that the Scheme be administered by the Tenancy Services 
Section of the Housing Department, working closely with the Private Sector Benefits Team, and 
(3) intimating that since the principles of a rent deposit scheme were considered beneficial £20,000 
had been requested as part of the Empty Homes Initiative Bid to be submitted to the Scottish Office. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CHARTER  MARK  AWARD  1998 
 
17. There was submitted a report dated 15 December 1998 by the Director of Housing regarding the 

success of his Department in achieving the Charter Mark Award and indicating that an award 
ceremony to mark the success had been held in London on 26 January 1999 when the Housing 
Department had been awarded the Charter Mark (1) advising that the award was valid for three years 
from the ceremony, and (2) intimating that this would allow the use of the Charter Mark logo to 
publicise that the Housing Department was the winner of this prestigious award. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the success of the Housing Department in being awarded the Charter Mark be noted, 

and 
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(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to make the necessary arrangements for the 
presentation of certificates to Area Housing Offices and all sections within the Department to 
formally recognise their contribution towards attaining the Charter Mark. 

 
 
 
SECURE  TENANCY  AGREEMENT 
 
18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 January 1999 in respect of the introduction of a 

single secure tenancy agreement for all tenants of Council houses in North Lanarkshire (1) advising 
that North Lanarkshire tenancies were governed by a number of agreements dependent on the 
previous Landlord Council; (2) intimating that in 1997, the Chartered Institute of Housing in Scotland 
commissioned and published a Model Secure Tenancy Agreement for use by local authorities in 
Scotland, and (3) indicating that the Director of Housing with the assistance of the Head of Legal 
Services had produced a Secure Tenancy Agreement based on the Model Secure Tenancy 
Agreement with amendment to take into account the requirements of the Council, a copy of which 
was reproduced as Appendix 1 to the report. 

 
Decided: that the use of the document as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report be approved 

as the standard Tenancy Agreement for all new tenants of the Council. 
 
 
 
WATER  STANDPIPES  IN  CUMBERNAULD 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 67 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Housing be authorised to request the 
East of Scotland Water Board to provide detailed information on the level of vandalism being 
experienced in the Cumbernauld area, and the risk of contamination should the water standpipes 
remain operational, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of 
Housing regarding the East of Scotland Water’s proposals to remove water standpipes from garage 
sites. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the matter be continued to allow a tenant consultation exercise to be carried out, and 

 
(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Housing Committee on the 

outcome of the tenant consultation exercise and the examination of the financial issues 
associated with the East of Scotland Water Board’s proposals. 

 
 
 
JOINT  HOUSING  AND  SOCIAL  WORK  OPERATIONAL  PROCEDURES  (ANTI-SOCIAL  TENANTS) 
 
20. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 December 1998 by the Director of Housing 

detailing, in the Appendix to the report, Operational Procedures (Anti-Social Tenants) which were 
aimed at improved liaison arrangements between the Housing and Social Work Departments. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Joint Housing and Social Work Operational Procedures (Anti-Social Tenants) 

appended to the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that the procedures be part of an overall strategy to be developed and subject to further 
reports to Committee. 

 
 

C 
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HOUSING  CAPITAL  MONITORING  AND  PROGRESS  STATUS  REPORT 
 
21. There was submitted a joint progress report (docketed) dated 13 January 1999 by the Director of 

Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services on the progress of the 1998/99 Capital 
Programme. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  MAJOR  REPAIRS  1998/99  ACQUIRED  PROPERTY  (SOUTH)  INTERNAL  REFURBISHMENT  OF  
      45  GRAHAM  STREET,  WISHAW  
 
22. There was submitted a report dated 1 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Major Repairs 1998/99 Acquired 
Property (South) Internal Refurbishment of 45 Graham Street, Wishaw was that of Carymar 
Construction Services Limited, Kirkintilloch, in the sum of £37,565.40, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES  WHITSON  FAIRHURST  (CENTRAL  AREA)  CAIRNHILL  PHASE  1 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 8 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Non-Traditional Houses Whitson 
Fairhurst (Central Area) Cairnhill Phase 1 was that of G. F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw in 
the sum of £412,956.68, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(3)  MINI  PROGRAMME,  NORTHBURN  PLACE,  AIRDRIE  CCTV   
 
24. There was submitted a report dated 14 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme, Northburn 
Place, Airdrie CCTV was that of ADT Fire and Security Plc, Glasgow in the sum of £131,109.14, and 
(2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(4)  MAJOR  REPAIRS  BALCONY  WALKWAYS,  ABRONHILL  (EX  CUMBERNAULD  DISTRICT 
      COUNCIL)  
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 8 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Major Repairs Balcony Walkways, 
Abronhill (Ex Cumbernauld District Council) was that of J & T Blacksmiths Limited, Glasgow in the 
sum of £110,282.88, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms 
of his delegated powers. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
(5)  MINI  PROGRAMME  1998/99   
 
(a)  SPRINGFIELD  ROAD,  CUMBERNAULD  VILLAGE 
 
26. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme 1998/99, 
Springfield Road, Cumbernauld Village was that of MTS (Coatbridge) Limited, Airdrie in the sum of 
£140,401.24, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(b)  PENTLAND  ROAD,  WISHAWHILL,  WISHAW 
 
27. There was submitted a report dated 17 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme 1998/99, 
Pentland Road, Wishawhill, Wishaw was that of Ogilvie Builders Limited, Stirling, in the sum of 
£262,539.31, and (2) that the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of 
his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(6)  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  241 HOUSES  BENHAR  WARD  20, STANE  
       WARD  17,  NEWMAINS  WARD  16  AND  16  ADDITIONAL  HOUSES  IN  WISHAW 
 
28. There was submitted a report dated 16 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Window Replacement Programme 
1998/99 - 241 Houses Benhar Ward 20, Stane Ward 17, Newmains Ward 16 and 16 Additional 
Houses in Wishaw was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill in the 
sum of £321,858.79, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms 
of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(7)  INSULATION  PROGRAMME  1998/99  MOODIESBURN  PHASE  3  -  196  HOUSES 
 
29. There was submitted a report dated 21 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Insulation Programme - 1998/99 
Moodiesburn Phase 3 - 196 Houses was that of Miller Pattison Limited, Falkirk in the sum of 
£29,802.06, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
(8)  MAJOR  REPAIRS  1998/99  RE-PIPING  OF  DRINKING  WATER  TO  8  TOWER  BLOCKS 
 
30. There was submitted a report dated 21 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Major Repairs 1998/99 Re-piping 
of Drinking Water to 8 Tower Blocks was that of G D Chalmers Limited, Paisley in the sum of 
£208,894.00, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
(9)  HEATING  PROGRAMME  CENTRAL  AREA,  CONTRACT  2  (323  HOUSES)   VARIOUS  SITES 
 
31. There was submitted a report dated 23 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Gas Heating Replacement 
Programme 1998/99 Contract 2 (323 Houses) Various Sites (a) Capital financed Pipework 
Installation, and (b) Leased Financed Gas and Electric Wet Heating Appliances was that of 
D. Campbell and Company Limited, Rutherglen in the sum of £335,767.23 for the pipework 
installation and £266,651.46 for the heating appliances installation, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(10)  RE-RENDERING,  ABRONHILL  PHASE 2  (78  HOUSES) 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 7 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Re-rendering, Abronhill Phase 2 (78 
Houses) was that of MTS (Coatbridge) Limited, Airdrie in the sum of £183,125.08, and (2) the 
Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(11)  MUIRHOUSE  REFURBISHMENT  PHASE  8  DEMOLITION  OF  FOUR  BLOCKS  AT  SHIELDS  
         DRIVE,  MOTHERWELL 
 
33. There was submitted a report dated 14 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for Muirhouse Refurbishment Phase 8 Demolition 
of Four Blocks at Shields Drive, Motherwell, was that of Whiteinch Demolition Limited, Glasgow, in 
the sum of £219,240.00, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers.  The Director of Housing advised that discussions were ongoing with 
Wishaw and District Housing Association with regard to the future of this site which might have 
implications for phasing of the contract but that this would be dealt with through the Scheme of 
Delegations. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report and the Director of Housing’s information be noted. 

 
 
 
(12)  REWIRING  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  65  HOUSES,  GARTCOSH  AND  150  HOUSES,   
        CUMBERNAULD 
 
34. There was submitted a report dated 12 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Rewiring Programme 1998/99 - 65 Houses, 
Gartcosh and 150 Houses, Cumbernauld, was that of Jordan Electrics Limited, Newmains, in the sum 
of £198,123.37, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
HEATING  PROGRAMME  NORTH  1998/99 - 241  HOUSES  VARIOUS  SITES 
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35. There was submitted a report dated 19 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Gas Heating Replacement Programme 
1998/99 (241 Houses) - Various Sites (a) Capital Financed Pipework Installation, and (b) Leased 
Financed Gas and Electric Wet Heating appliances was that of British Gas Services Limited, 
Hamilton in the sum of £255,098.72 for the pipework installation and £195,739.12 for the heating 
appliances installation, and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in 
terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
HEATING  PROGRAMME  SOUTH  1998/99  -  CONTRACT 2 
 
36. There was submitted a report dated 19 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Heating Programme South 1998/99 - 
Contract 2 (a) Capital Financed Pipework Installation, and (b) Leased Financed Gas and Electric Wet 
Heating Appliances was that of CFM Building Services, Carluke in the sum of £210,281.93 for the 
pipework installation and £193,668.00 for the heating appliances installation, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS  -  ADDITIONAL  WORK 
 
(1)  RE-RENDERING  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  SOUTH  PHASE  1  -  ADDITIONAL  44  HOUSES 
 
37. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for the re-rendering Programme 
1998/99 - South Phase 1 was that of Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge, in the sum of £88,666.43, 
there was submitted a report dated 16 December 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction 
Services (1) proposing that an order to maximise capital expenditure within this financial year, 
44 further blocks be included in the contract for the re-rendering Programme 1998/99 - South, 
Phase 1, and (2) requesting authority to negotiate an extension to the existing contract with Ailsa 
Building Limited, Coatbridge, to carry out the additional works at the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 

extension with Ailsa Building Limited, Coatbridge for additional housing blocks for 
Re-rendering Programme 1998/99 - South, Phase 1. 

 
 
 
(2)  HOME  SAFETY  AND  SECURITY  1998/99  -  REWIRING,  GOWKTHRAPPLE,  381  HOUSES  -   
      ADDITIONAL  128  HOUSES 
 
38. With reference to paragraph 47 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for Home Safety and Security 
1998/99 - Rewiring, Gowkthrapple (381 houses) was that of Jordan Electrics Limited, Wishaw, in the 
sum of £324,823.33, there was submitted a report dated 15 December 1998 by the Acting Director of 
Construction Services (1) proposing that, in order to maximise the capital expenditure within this 
financial year, a further 128 houses be included in the contract for Home Safety and Security 
1998/99 - Rewiring, Gowkthrapple, and (2) requesting authority to negotiate an extension to the 
existing contract with Jordan Electrics Limited, Wishaw to carry out the additional works at the same 
rates and conditions. 
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Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 
extension with Jordan Electrics Limited, Wishaw for the additional work for Home 
Safety and Security 1998/99 - Rewiring, Gowkthrapple. 

 
 
 
(3)  DOOR  ENTRY  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  CENTRAL  AND  SOUTH  AREAS 
 
39. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 January 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Director of Administration be authorised to accept 
the negotiated tender with Trioplan Security, Kirkcaldy, in the corrected amount of £654,893 subject 
to the necessary financial resources being available for the Door Entry Programme 1997/98, South 
Area, and to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 1998 
when, inter alia, it had been agreed to continue the former Monklands District Council approach on 
establishing priorities for the Door Entry Programme, there was submitted a report dated 12 January 
1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services (1) proposing that in order to maximise capital 
expenditure within this financial year that 7 further closes be included in the Contract for the 
Controlled Door Entry Programme South Area, with Trioplan Security, Kirkcaldy and that a further 13 
closes be included in the contract for the Controlled Door Entry Programme Central Area with Alistair 
Burnett and Company Limited, and (2) indicating that after negotiations both contractors had agreed 
to carry out the additional works in the sum of £83,411.34 and £117,233.00 respectively. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that that actions of the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating an extension to 

existing contracts with Trioplan Security and Alistair Burnett and Company Limited. in the 
sum of £83,411.34 and £117,233 be homologated, and 

 
(2) the Director of Administration in consultation with the Convener progress the matter in terms 

of his delegated powers. 
 
 
 
(4)  KIRKSHAWS  ESTATE  REGENERATION,  CAR  PARKING,  NETHERHOUSE  AVENUE, 
      COATBRIDGE 
 
40. With reference to paragraph 40 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for Kirkshaws Estate 
Regeneration Car Parking, Netherhouse Avenue, Coatbridge, was that of McCully Brothers, 
Hamilton, in the sum of £24,512.36, there was submitted a report dated 24 December 1998 by the 
Acting Director of Construction Services (1) advising that during the course of the excavation work 
for the new car parking facilities, it was discovered that the work would result in there being 
insufficient cover to protect the water main; (2) intimating that additional works were required to lower 
the water main with the additional works being carried out by West of Scotland Water, and 
(3) indicating that this variation to the contract required additional funding of £6,000 to the original 
tender figure to complete the work. 

 
Decided: that the inclusion of the additional works to the existing contract be approved, up to a 

maximum expenditure of £30,512.36 with the additional expenditure being managed 
within the approved allocation for Estate Regeneration Central District. 

 
 
 
(5)  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOF  ROSEMARY  TILES  1998/99  SOUTH  PHASE  13  -  ADDITIONAL   
       BLOCKS 
 
41. With reference to paragraph 34 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof 
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(Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, South Phase 13 was that of G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, in 
the sum of £238,005.27 and to paragraph 47 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
2 December 1998 when it had been agreed that the Acting Director of Construction Services be 
authorised to negotiate an extension with G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw for additional 
housing blocks for Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99 in the South Area Phase 13, 
there was submitted a report dated 12 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 
advising that he had negotiated with G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, for further three 
blocks to be added to the contract for the Defective Pitched Roofs (Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, South, 
Phase 13 using the rates and conditions contained in the original contract document in the sum of 
£18,000, making a maximum contract cost of £256,005.27. 

 
Decided: that the negotiated tender by G F Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw, for the 

inclusion of a further three blocks to the existing contract up to a maximum 
expenditure of £256,005.27 be noted. 

 
 
 
(6)  CCTV  SYSTEMS  -  HOMELESS  ACCOMMODATION,  AIRDRIE 
 
42. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when it had been agreed that the proposal to install an improved door entry system and CCTV 
equipment in homeless accommodation at 42/44 Thrashbush Avenue, Airdrie be approved and to 
paragraph  24(3) of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 1999 when it 
was noted that the lowest tender for the contract for CCTV System, Northburn Place, Airdrie was that 
of ADT Fire and Security Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £131,109.14, there was submitted a report 
dated 15 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services requesting authority to 
negotiate with ADT Fire and Security Limited, Glasgow for the contract CCTV Systems Homeless 
Accommodation, Airdrie at the same rates and conditions as the CCTV System Northburn, Airdrie. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the CCTV 

Systems Homeless Accommodation, Airdrie with ADT Fire and Security Limited, 
Glasgow. 

 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENT  WORKS  AT  CAMBUSNETHAN  AND  CRAIGNEUK  -  COMPANY  
IN  RECEIVERSHIP 
 
43. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the Mini Estate Regeneration 1998/99 - 
Environmental Improvement Works - Cambusnethan and Craigneuk, Wishaw was that of McCully & 
Sons, Bellshill in the sum of £106,550.32, there was submitted a report dated 15 January 1999 by the 
Acting Director of Construction Services (1) advising that W McCully & Sons had ceased trading and 
the receiver had declined the opportunity to complete the works; (2) requesting authority to negotiate 
with Lanrec Contracts Limited and Stewart Landscapes Limited who were working on similar 
environmental improvement works in the South area to undertake any remedial work and complete 
the contract at the same rates and conditions as their existing contracts, and (3) intimating that it was 
estimated that it would cost approximately £80,000 to complete the contract. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate both the remedial 

works and the outstanding works to complete the contract with whatever contractor provided 
the most economically advantageous offer to the Council, and 
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(2) that the Director of Administration in consultation with the Convener, enter into a contract if 
the terms negotiated were acceptable in terms of value for money and otherwise acceptable 
to the client. 

 
 
 
“BUTTERFLY  FLATS”  -  HUNTLY  AVENUE,  BELLSHILL 
 
44. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Housing with 

regard to recent developments in respect of flatted blocks at Huntly Avenue, Bellshill, previously 
referred to as “Butterfly Flats” (1) advising that a three year programme to re-roof blocks at Huntly 
Avenue, Bellshill with a traditional roof and re-render had been approved with the first phase of the 
contract being won by G. F. Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw; (2) informing that to carry out the 
works the tenants had been decanted into caravans with their household effects being put into 
storage; (3) indicating that on close inspection a variation in gap between the skirting and floor to the 
upper flat was noted; (4) detailing all proposals to rectify the work which would cost £5,000 per 
ground floor flat; (5) intimating that the contractor’s additional costs for disruption etc. relating to the 
work had yet to be assessed although an overall figure for the four blocks of flats was estimated at 
£50,000, and (6) informing that the apartments affected within each of the flats were the living-room, 
hall and kitchen and redecoration of each affected apartment would be required. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the actions of the Structural Engineer as detailed within the report to support the living-

room areas of the flats be homologated;  
 

(2) that the additional estimated cost of £50,000 for the four blocks within the contract be 
approved, and 

 
(3) that the redecoration of each affected apartment be approved. 

 
 
 
PROPERTIES  AT  PARKHEAD  LANE  AND  CHAPEL  STREET,  CHAPELSIDE,  AIRDRIE  -  CAPITAL  
PROGRAMME 
 
45. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when it had been agreed that the Director of Housing, in conjunction with the Directors of 
Administration and Environmental Services, be instructed to bring forward a further report on the 
options open to the Council following receipt of Counsel’s Opinion on private owners who were 
unwilling to participate in the Contract for the re-roofing and overcladding of blocks of flats at 
Parkhead Lane and Chapel Street, Airdrie, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 January 
1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of serving statutory notices on private owners at 
Chapelside, Airdrie (1) outlining the background to and the need for, the servicing of the statutory 
notices on private owners at Chapelside, Airdrie; (2) intimating Counsel’s Opinion on a range of 
issues surrounding common works involving owner/occupiers; (3) detailing the main options for 
statutory action discussed by Senior Counsel and considered in detail by the Directors of Housing, 
Administration and Environmental Services, and (4) advising that the Civic Government (Scotland) 
Act 1982 made provision in Part VIII to serve a Notice on owners in relation to buildings in need of 
repair. 

 
Decided: that the Directors of Housing, Administration and Environmental Services be 

authorised to serve Notices in terms of Section 87 of the Civic Government (Scotland) 
Act 1982 on the co-proprietors of the properties at 1-4 and 9-10 Parkhead Lane, 
Airdrie. 
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STORM  DAMAGE  -  26  DECEMBER  1998  AND  4  JANUARY  1999 
 
46. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the extent of damage incurred to the housing stock as a consequence of galeforce winds which 
prevailed on 26 December 1998 and 4 January 1999 and also the action taken to escalate normal 
emergency stand-by procedures and progress completion of essential repairs (1) advising that to 
supplement resources available within the DLO, authority had been given to negotiate rates with 
contractors currently undertaking work on Capital Programme re-roofing contracts in order that any 
work which the DLO could not action was dealt with as soon as possible on a sub-contracting basis, 
and (2) indicating that it was likely that a large proportion of the total cost could be recovered through 
the Council’s insurance arrangements. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted and the action taken by the Director of Housing 
and the Acting Director of Construction Services in responding to the exceptional 
weather conditions which prevailed over the period 26 December 1998 and 4 January 
1999 be homologated. 

 
 
 
KILSYTH  TOWN  CENTRE  HOUSING  ACTION  AREA  -  PHASE  3  -  HOUSING (SCOTLAND)  ACT  
1987  -  SECTION  108  NOTICES 
 
47. With reference to paragraph 56 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that improvement and repairs grants, subject to the consent 
of the Secretary of State, up to the levels indicated within the report, for each flat or shop 
participating in the contract for the Kilsyth Town Centre Housing Action Area, Phase 3 be approved 
and that grants be approved in accordance with the same formula with the houses and shops at 68-
76 Main Street, Kilsyth, which were being added to the contract, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Housing seeking authority to take action in 
terms of Section 108 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 to ensure that the Kilsyth Housing Action 
Phase 3 was completed without further delay (1) advising that the West of Scotland Housing 
Association, who acted as the Council’s agents, had not yet been able to obtain an agreement of all 
the owners to participate in the proposed work, and in terms of the Agency Agreement, the 
Association had requested that the Council exercise its statutory powers to enable the works to 
proceed without additional delay; (2) intimating that the Council had served Notices on 21 August 
1997 on each of the house and commercial premises owners in the area in terms of Section 108(1) of 
the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 which required the recipients to execute works to bring the 
properties up to such a standard of repair as was reasonable and which had not been opposed; 
(3) indicating that the Council could now take action in terms of Section 108(3) of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 1987 and instruct the works to be carried out by the West of Scotland Housing 
Association; (4) detailing the areas in which expenditure would be fully and timeously recovered while 
the funding of the works would be made from the Council’s non-HRA capital account and could be 
accommodated in the budgets from 1998/99 and 1999/2000, and (5) informing that the property 
owners would be notified of the action being taken in terms of the statutory notices. 

 
Decided: that the West of Scotland Housing Association be instructed to carry out all the work 

necessary to comply with the Notices served on 21 August 1997, in terms of 
Section 108 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 on the proprietors of 23, 25, 27, 27a, 
31, 31a, 69, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 68, 70/72 and 76 Main Street, Kilsyth. 

 
 
 
RIGHT  TO  BUY  APPLICATIONS 
 
48. There was submitted a report dated 21 December 1998 by the Director of Housing with regard to 

consideration of the policy in relation to repair requests, plant maintenance and capital programme 
works on properties where a tenant had applied to buy their home (1) outlining the background to the 
current practice in which wind and watertight repairs only were carried out to tenanted houses once 
an application had been received to purchase and that the property would be removed from the 
Capital Programme or a planned Maintenance Programme, and (2) advising that the programmed 
works would proceed with the new owner being considered in accordance with the policy previously 
approved relating to owner/occupier participation in Council contracts. 

 
Decided: that the approach which had been adopted since reorganisation whereby only wind and 

watertight repairs were carried out once a Right to Buy application had been received 
be approved as Council policy. 

 
 
 

C 
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NON-HRA  HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  1998/99  REVIEW 
 
49. With reference to paragraph 53 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

2 September 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the revised capital programme be 
approved and that the programme be closely monitored, and any further adjustments be submitted 
for Committee’s consideration as necessary, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
15 January 1999 by the Director of Housing reviewing spending plans within the Non-HRA Housing 
Capital Programme 1998/99 to take account of the most up-to-date projections of resources available 
and progress on project implementation (1) advising that based on the projected level of capital 
receipts available to support the 1998/99 Composite Services Capital Programme the current 
allocation for the Non-HRA spend totalled £2.089 million, and (2) intimating, within Appendix 1 to the 
report, the revised spending plans. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised capital programmes as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report be approved, 

on the understanding that the Director of Housing would monitor the situation and report back 
as necessary, and 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for its consideration. 

 
 
 
ROCHSOLES  DRIVE  REGENERATION  PROPOSALS 
 
50. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 January 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of major problems experienced at blocks of deck access maisonette flats at Rochsoles Drive and 
Couther Quadrant, Airdrie outlining the background to and the need for security improvements, 
partial demolition and re-housing of tenants. 

 
Decided: that the matter be continued to a future meeting. 

 
 
 
OLD  MONKLAND,  COATBRIDGE  STOCK  TRANSFER 
 
51. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Council held on 12 February 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the bid from Clyde Valley Housing Association and Partners 
form the basis of the submission for New Housing Partnership Funds for 1998/99 for the 
development of Old Monkland, Coatbridge and paragraph 60 of the Minute of the meeting of this 
Committee held on 2 December 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the warranties and 
indemnities between the Council and Clyde Valley Housing Association be approved, there was 
submitted  a report (docketed) dated 20 January 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding the 
progress to date with regard to the transfer of Council properties within the Old Monkland 
Regeneration area to Clyde Valley Housing Association (1) advising that following approval by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, the stock transfer would take place on 25 January 1999 as detailed 
within Appendix 1 to the report; (2) detailing the Council’s future role in ensuring that the project 
progressed satisfactorily; (3) indicating that the Council had an ongoing responsibility to administer 
the New Housing Partnership (NHP) resources paid directly from the Council as well as co-ordinating 
the NHP funding to be routed through Scottish Homes, and (4) intimating that approval was required 
to transfer funds to Clyde Valley Housing Association provided that expenditure had been incurred by 
the Association, for items including survey work, fees, home loss payments and demolition costs. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 

C 
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(2) that the transfer of funds to Clyde Valley Housing Association as outlined to the Scottish 
Office, for costs incurred within the 1998/99 New Housing Partnership Programme be 
approved. 

 
 
 
LAND  SURPLUS  TO  REQUIREMENT  -  ADJACENT  TO  126  FORREST  STREET,  AIRDRIE 
 
52. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 January 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

an area of land adjacent to 126 Forrest Street, Airdrie, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report 
which was surplus to requirements of the Housing Department and in respect of which the Director of 
Planning and Development had indicated that an interest in purchase had been expressed. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the area of land at 126 Forrest Street, Airdrie be declared surplus to requirements of the 

Housing Department, and 
 

(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 
Sub-Committee to progress in accordance with the Council’s policy on surplus land. 

 
 
 
MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION  SOUTH  DISTRICT  -  THOMSON  AVENUE, CARBARNS  AVENUE,  
AND  KIRKHILL  ROAD,  WISHAW 
 
53. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 March 1997 

when it had been agreed that the establishment and implementation of a Mini Estate Regeneration 
Programme of 1997/98 as detailed with the report be approved, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Housing proposing tenders to be issued to 
progress the next phase of the Mini Estate Regeneration Programme in the South District 
(1) advising that the next priority was 7 blocks of flats at Thomson Avenue, Carbarns Avenue and 
Kirkhill Road, Wishaw; (2) intimating that proposals had been amended to take account of surveys by 
Design Services, the experience of other Mini Estate Regeneration Projects and feedback from the 
tenant consultation exercise; (3) indicating that the Acting Director of Construction Services had 
estimated a total cost of the works would be £1,239,210 exclusive of fees, all as detailed within with 
Appendix 1 to the report, excluding environmental works, and (4) informing that as current projects 
under the Mini Estate Regeneration Programme had future budget implications, phasing of the 
Thomson Avenue/Carbarns Avenue and Kirkhill Road, Wishaw project would be required. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposal contained in Appendix 1 to the report be approved, and 

 
(2) that the tenders be issued to allow for a site start in the second part of the financial year 

1999/2000 in order that the programme span three financial years to coincide with the current 
budget allocation. 

 
 
SERVICE  PLAN  1998/99  QUARTERLY  REVIEW 
 
54. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 January 1999 by the Director of Housing 

(1) detailing progress made towards the implementation of the priorities identified in the 
Departmental Service Plan for 1998/99 to 31 December 1998, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the 
report, and (2) intimating that significant progress had been made in pursuit of the nine strategic 
objectives for the Housing Service during the year 1998/99. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
 
55. There was submitted a report dated 13 January 1999 by the Director of Housing detailing a list of 

useful reports and information which had been received by the Housing Department. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
 
 
PETITIONS 
 
(1)  FENCE  ERECTED  AROUND  ANNAN  AND  ENDRICK  COURT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
56. With reference to paragraph 64 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when it had been agreed that the petition in respect of the fence erected around Annan and 
Endrick Court, Coatbridge be continued to a future meeting, there was submitted a report dated 
19 January 1999 by the Director of Housing informing that a site visit was conducted on 
12 November 1998 attended by the Housing Convener and the local Member. 

 
Decided: that the matter be continued to a future Housing Committee.  

 
 
 
(2)  RESIDENTS  OF  WOODSIDE  TOWER,  MOTHERWELL 
 
57. There was submitted a report dated 11 January 1999 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from the residents of Woodside Tower, Motherwell in respect of a request for the 
Police to patrol the tower at regular intervals (1) advising that a meeting had been arranged between 
the residents, Police and Housing officials to discuss the situation; (2) detailing within Appendix 1 to 
the report, reported incidents which have taken place between September and December 1998, and 
(3) intimating that Strathclyde Police stated that the supervision and monitoring at Woodside Tower, 
Motherwell, would be maintained within the foreseeable future even although the reported incidents 
within the Tower were relatively few in number. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the continuing supervision and monitoring procedures currently operating in Woodside 

Tower, Motherwell by Strathclyde Police be noted; 
 

(2) that the liaison work continuing between the residents of the Tower, the local Area Housing 
Office and the Police be noted, and 

 
(3) that the signatories be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(3)  REDBRIDGE  AND  COLTSWOOD  COURTS,  COATBRIDGE 
 
58. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 19 March 1997 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the approach in managing the Hospital Discharge 
Programme for North Lanarkshire be approved, there was submitted a report dated 15 January 1999 
by the Director of Housing in response to a petition received from residents of Redbridge and 
Coltswood Courts, Coatbridge objecting to the proposed development of a permanent support base in 
the former caretaker storage area at Redbridge Court, Coatbridge (1) outlining that as part of the 
delivery of a successful care and support package for the Coatbridge/Airdrie area, the development 
of a local support base was necessary; (2) advising that in order to progress the support base, the 
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Director of Housing, in conjunction with the Director of Social Work, had evaluated the suitability of a 
number of possible sites within Coatbridge/Airdrie; (3) informing that the Redbridge Court offered the 
most appropriate location for setting-up a support base for approximately four tenancies between 
Redbridge and Coltswood Courts; (4) indicating that all tenants within Redbridge and Coltswood 
Courts were lettered and advised of the proposals, and (5) intimating that the tenant consultation 
process was ongoing, with a series of future meetings being scheduled to address any concerns 
raised by the residents of Redbridge and Coltswood Courts. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted; 

 
(2) that the action taken by the Director of Housing be approved, and 

 
(3) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
(4)  PROPOSED  LANE  CLOSURE  -  NORTH  CALDER  DRIVE/GLENACRE  DRIVE,  PETERSBURN, 
       AIRDRIE 
 
59. There was submitted a report dated 6 January 1999 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from the residents of North Calder Drive/Glenacre Drive, Petersburn, Airdrie 
regarding a request for a closure of a lane at North Calder Drive/Glenacre Drive, Petersburn, Airdrie 
(1) outlining the background to the petition; (2) advising that the lane provided a service access to 
two open spaces and an electrical sub-station; (3) intimating that Scottish Power and Strathclyde Fire 
Brigade would not object to the lane closure so long as vehicular access for maintenance and 
emergency purposes was retained; (4) proposing that the area be integrated into the four adjacent 
gardens by extending the front chespale fencing and erecting metal palisade to the rear, with the 
resident at Number 20 agreeing that the path would be retained within the garden as a “runway” 
facility to retain vehicular access to the sub-station and open spaces, and (5) informing that the cost 
of fencing would be approximately £400. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee to commence closure procedures; 
 

(2) that in the event of the lane closure being approved, that the Director of Housing erect 
fencing to close the lane and integrate the ground within the adjacent gardens, and 

 
(3) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “NATIONAL  STRATEGY  FOR  HOUSING  INFORMATION  AND  ADVICE” 
 
60. There was considered an invitation from COSLA to attend a conference entitled “National Strategy 

for Housing Information and Advice” to be held in Edinburgh on 25 January 1999. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
 
 
(2)  “JOINT  SEMINAR  COSLA  AND  SCOTTISH  HOMES  REGULATIONS  AND  NEW  HOUSING   
       PARTNERSHIPS” 
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61. There was considered an invitation from COSLA to attend a conference entitled “Joint Seminar 
COSLA and Scottish Homes Regulations and New Housing Partnerships” to be held in Edinburgh on 
12 February 1999. 

 
Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 

 
(3)  “BUILDING  A  BETTER  FUTURE” 
 
62. There was considered an invitation from the Housing Corporation to attend a conference entitled 

“Building a Better Future” to be held in Brighton on 15-17 February 1999. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
(4)  “HOUSING  IN  SCOTLAND  -  CML  ANNUAL  HOUSING  CONFERENCE  IN  ASSOCIATION  WITH    
       SCOTTISH  HOMES”  AND  “ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  AND  EXHIBITION  -  SCOTTISH  HOUSING   
       AND  PLANNING  COUNCIL” 
 
63. There were considered invitations from (1) the Council of Mortgage Lenders to attend a conference 

entitled “Housing in Scotland - CML Annual Housing Conference in Association with Scottish Homes” 
to be held in Edinburgh on 15 February 1999, and (2) the Scottish Housing and Planning Council to 
attend a conference entitled “Annual Conference and Exhibition - Scottish Housing and Planning 
Council” to be held in Peebles on 24-26 March 1999. 

 
 Councillor McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor Logue, moved that the Convener be authorised to 

attend both conferences. 
 
 Councillor McAlorum, seconded by Councillor G. Murray, moved as an amendment that no 

attendance at the conferences be authorised. 
 
 On a vote taken, 3 Members voted for the amendment and 12 Members for the motion, which was 

accordingly declared carried. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend both conferences. 
 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 2, 3 and 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A 
of the Act. 
 
 
STORM  DAMAGE  -  EMPLOYMENT  OF  SUB-CONTRACTORS 
 
64. There was submitted a report dated 15 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

regarding Storm Damage - Employment of Sub-Contractors (1) advising that, as a result of the 
damage to roofs within the Housing stock caused by the recent storms, it had been necessary to 
employ roofing firms outwith the DLO to implement the works; (2) informing that to date an excess of 
19,000 repairs lines had been issued since 26 December 1998 of which over 13,000 related to 
damaged roofs; (3) indicating that he had made initial contact with contractors who had recently been 
successful in securing re-roofing contracts on a competitive basis and were currently working on site; 
(4) intimating the contractors’ hourly labour rates and percentage uplift on materials, and (5) detailing 
the course of action that had to be taken. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 
 

(2) that the action taken to date to sub-contract necessary repairwork for storm damaged 
properties be homologated. 

 
 
 
LAND  DISPUTE  -  133/135  RANNOCH  DRIVE,  WISHAW 
 
65. There was submitted a report dated 25 January 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of a 

dispute over garden ground situated between 133 and 135 Rannoch Drive, Wishaw and detailing the 
options open to the Council to resolve the dispute. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development Committee for the required 

authority to enter into negotiations with the owners and tenants of 133 and 135 Rannoch 
Drive, Wishaw and that a report be made to a future meeting of this Committee, and 

 
(2) that the Council pursue payment of rent withheld from the tenants of 135 Rannoch Drive, 

Wishaw. 
 


