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TO: HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

24- 
AGENDA ITEM No. ......... ,...- 

SUBJECT: 
Gas Safety (Installations and Use) 

Regulations 1994 (as amended in 1996) 
Further amendments I1 and 12 effective as 

at 31 October 1998 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

DATE: 19 February 1999 REF: GW/RM/KEWS 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of problems being experienced in relation to 

is sited and to seek Committee approval on the method to be adopted to resolve this issue. 
tenants having a sleeping arrangement within apartments where an open flued gas burning applia 

A trawl of all local area Housing Offices and Social Work was undertaken to identify the number of 
tenants, through i n f d t y  or ill health, who have no alternative but to use their livingroom as their 
sleeping apartment. To date this trawl has identified 14 tenants residing in this type of 
circumstance. 

Background 

The Gas Safety (Installations and Use) Regulations 1994 (as amended in 1996 and 1998) is the 
statute which governs how suitably competent and qualified Contractors undertake work in respect 
of gas appliances. This Act also places duties and responsibilities on landlords. 

Problems Being Encountered in Respect of Traditional Type Properties 

The Gas Safety amendment of 31 October 1998 firmed up the regulation in respect of persons 
having a sleeping arrangement in the same apartment as an open flued gas burning appliance, such 

permissible. This has implications for tenants using a livingroom as a sleeping apartment wh 
as a gas fire or a gas fire and back boiler unit and as of 31 October 1998 this situation is no Ion 

there is a gas fire or gas fire and back boiler unit. 

Competent and qualified gas engineers, upon visiting a property for servicing or maintenance, and : 
discovering that a tenant is using a livingroom as a sleeping apartment where there is a gas fire or 
gas fire and boiler unit would have no alternative but to immobilise the gas appliance which would 
render the tenant with no heating or hot water. 

In situations where this has occurred the Housing Department have taken steps to supply an 
alternative source of heating in the form of a free-standing fire or warm air blow heaters and 
installed an electric immersion heater to supply hot water. Whilst these actions resolve the 
immediate problem it is felt that a more permanent solution is required. 



157 

4.0 Proposed Permanent Solution 

4.1 The regulations are not retrospective and therefore need not apply to tenants having this type of 
sleeping arrangement providing that situation was in place prior to 31 October 1998. However, 
given the numbers currently identified it is considered prudent to alter the heating boiler types (i.e. 
remove the fire andor fire and back boiler unit and replace with another suitably sited heating 
boiler). The proposed permanent solution would only be implemented upon receipt of a request 
from the Social Work Department, who would undertake an assessment and explore all possible 
alternatives prior to making a request of this nature. Approval is sought from Committee to pursue 
this course of action in respect of these 14 properties currently identified where the Social Work 
Department has already confirmed this course of action is required, and to adopt the same approach 
in relation to any future situations of this type. 

5.0 1 Apartmenmedsit Type Accommodation 

5.1 As mentioned previously the amendment of 31 October 1998 is not retrospective and therefore does 
not apply to 1 apartmenthedsits which were built prior to that date. In addition 1 apartmenthedsits 
having an open flue gas burning appliance were designed and constructed in that manner as opposed 
to a disadvantaged tenant requiring to place a bed in a livingroom with an open flued gas burning 
appliance which effectively brings about a situation whereby the intended manner in which the 
property was to be occupied is changed. 

5.2 Notwithstanding item 5.1, steps have been initiated to identify any 1 apartment/bedsits which have 
an open flued gas burning appliance with the intention of reporting back to a future Housing 
Committee on the numbers of properties involved and any alterations which maybe considered 
either necessary or appropriate. 

6.0 Finance 

6.1 The estimated cost of altering the gas heating systems in these 14 properties is put at approximately 
&17,000 and will be contained within existing budgets. 

7.0 Recommendations 

(a) Committee is asked to approve the action to be taken in respect of tenants having a sleeping 
arrangement in an apartment with an open flued appliance in traditional type properties as 
outlined in item 4.1 of this report and 

.. 
(b) Committee is asked to note the situation in respect of 1 apartmenthedsit accommodation on the 

understanding that a further report will be submitted on the subject. 

8.0 Background Papers 

8.1 Background papers are available within the Housing Department. 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing 
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