
 HOUSING  –  10 March 1999 
 

 

 

 
589 

Motherwell, 10 March 1999 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Clarke, Vice-Conveners; Provost Mathieson; 
Councillors Burns, Chadha, Gray, Lunny, Lyle, McKendrick, McKenna, W. Martin, Murphy, G. Murray, 
S.V. Murray, Robertson, Selfridge, Shaw and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local and Housing Services, Head of 
Housing Strategy and Resources, Head of Construction Resources, Head of Social Work Development and 
Housing Finance and Administration Manager. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Craigie, Hogg, Lafferty, Leitch, McAlorum, McCabe, McElroy,  McKeown, Macleod, Morgan, 
Nolan and Sullivan. 
 
 
MINUTE  OF  HOUSING  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing (Special Cases) Sub-Committee held 

on 26 February 1999. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
REVENUE  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  HRA  AND  HOUSING  NON-HRA 
 
2. There were submitted reports dated 19 February 1999 by the Director of Finance (1) advising of the 

current spending levels for the Housing Department for the period from 1 April 1998 to 31 January 
1999; (2) providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against the estimated 
expenditure and income and explanations of the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a 
projected outturn for the Housing Revenue Account and Non-HRA with details of major underspend 
and overspend. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 

 
 
 
INVESTING  IN  MODERNISATION  -  AN  AGENDA  FOR  SCOTLAND’S  HOUSING  
 
3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 February 1999 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of the Government’s Green Paper on Housing entitled “Investing in Modernisation - An 
Agenda for Scotland’s Housing” (1) advising that the Paper will focus debate on the longer term 
measures required to deliver housing in Scotland for the 21st Century; (2) summarising within 
Appendix 1 to the report the main issues in the Green Paper together with a list of the consultation 
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points on which views were being sought; (3) intimating that responses which will be made available 
to the Scottish Parliament to the Green Paper would have to be submitted to the Scottish Office no 
later than 31 May 1999, and (4) indicating that a full report on the consultation paper will be 
submitted to the next Housing Committee. 

 
Decided: that a full report in response to the Government’s Green Paper “Investing in 

Modernisation - An Agenda for Scotland’s Housing” be submitted to the next Housing 
Committee. 

 
 
 
NEW  HOUSING  PARTNERSHIPS  -  ALLOCATION  OF  RESOURCES  1999-2002 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 December 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the submission of the detailed bids for New Housing 
Partnership resources be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 March 1999 by 
the Director of Housing regarding the outcome of the Council’s bid  which was submitted to the 
Scottish Office on 15 December 1998 (1) advising that the Scottish Office had indicated that 
resources had been provisionally earmarked to enable the Council to undertake a stock condition 
survey and option appraisal only and that the remaining proposals were unsuccessful; (2) indicating 
that discussions had taken place with the Scottish Office to establish why only one Project had been 
awarded funding the outcome of which would influence the steps which the Council would have to 
consider in order to progress the projects which had been unsuccessful; (3) intimating that a detailed 
report will be presented to a future Housing Committee outlining the steps required in order to 
progress the successful element of the bid, and (4) informing that the Council will be required to liaise 
with Scottish Homes to confirm the action to be taken to invite expressions of interest for the 
feasibility study. 

 
Decided: that the outcome of the Council’s bid for New Housing Partnership resources and the 

action proposed to progress the implementation of the feasibility study be approved. 
 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when, inter alia, it was agreed that the proposals under the Empty Homes Initiative Challenge 
Funding contained within the report be approved, as the basis of the Council’s bid and that the 
Director of Housing be authorised to submit finalised proposals by 12 February 1999, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 February 1999 by the Director of Housing of the finalised 
proposals submitted to the Scottish Office (1) detailing (a) within Appendix 1 to the report the 
summary of the finalised proposals, and (b) within Appendix 2 to the report, changes from the report 
previously approved on 27 January 1999; (2) intimating that the bid was for a total of £2,333,190 with 
leverage of £3,394,259 making a total investment package of £5,727,449, and (3) advising that if 
successful, the bid would bring 217 properties which had been lying empty for 6 months or more back 
into effective use. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the amendments to the report agreed in January 1999 be homologated. 

 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE  1998/99  -  VIEWPARK  NURSERY  BUNGALOWS 
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6. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 
when it had been agreed that the successful outcome of the Council’s Bid for Resources under the 
Empty Homes Initiative be noted and that the Director of Housing be authorised to respond to the 
Scottish Office regarding the proposed contract arrangements in order to obtain final approval for 
grant funding to allow the implementation of the projects, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of tender prices which had been received 
for the project involving two bungalows in the Viewpark Nursery (1) advising that the project involved 
a partnership with Blue Triangle Housing Association; (2) intimating that in developing the project to 
tender stage, a number of additional aspects of work, mainly external, were considered necessary to 
take account of the unusual nature of the location, and (3) indicating that little could be excluded 
from the contract without significantly affecting the project and the lowest tender returned for the 
contract was £93,633 which was considerably higher than the grant level. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that using the Empty Homes Grant of £50,100, the lowest tender of £93,633 be accepted, 

and 
 

(2) that a combination of funds from the Capital Programme for 1999/2000 under the heading of 
Homelessness, and revenue funding from the 1999/2000 Revenue Repairs budget be 
approved. 

 
 
 
REVIEW  OF  SERVICES  FOR  PEOPLE  WITH  LEARNING  DISABILITIES 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

2 March 1999 when the Committee, inter alia, referred a report dated 10 February 1999 by the 
Director of Social Work in relation to the review of services for people with learning disabilities 
undertaken by the Scottish Office to this Committee for information, there was submitted the said 
report by the Director of Social Work thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
THE  FUTURE  OF  ALERT  COMMUNITY  ALARM  SERVICE  -  CREATION  OF  A  NORTH  
LANARKSHIRE  CENTRAL  CONTROL  CENTRE  AND  MANAGEMENT  SUPPORT  STRUCTURE 
 
8. With reference to the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 19 January 1999 

when it was agreed, inter alia, that the proposal for the creation of a North Lanarkshire Alert Control 
Centre be approved, there was submitted said report for information. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
LOCAL  CARE  PARTNERSHIP  SCHEME  -  ROUND  2 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of this Committee held on 28 January 1998 when 

authorisation had been given for the preparation of a joint bid under the Local Care Partnership 
Scheme, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 February 1999 in respect of progress made 
to implement the Local Care Partnership Scheme - Round 2 on 1 April 1999 (1) outlining the 
background to and the need for this Scheme; (2) advising of all objectives for the proposed service; 
(3) intimating the remit of the Project Management Group, and (4) detailing all progress to date. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the terms of the report be noted; 
 

(2) that the approach taken by the Project Management Team to progress the development of 
the service be endorsed, and 

 
(3) that the Project be the subject of a future report to Committee. 

 
MODERNISING  COMMUNITY  CARE  -  GUIDANCE  ON  THE  HOUSING  CONTRIBUTION 
 
10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 February 1999 by the Director of Housing 

regarding the contents of a consultation document received from the Scottish Office entitled 
“Modernising Community Care - Guidance on the Housing Contribution” (1) outlining the background 
to, and the current and future issues of, the draft document; (2) advising that the guidance set out 
general principles of good practice and ways in which they may be implemented; (3) detailing the 
implications for North Lanarkshire; (4) intimating that the Joint Planning Steering Group had agreed 
to set up a inter-agency Working Group, and (5) informing that the group consisted of officers from 
the Housing and Social Work Departments, Scottish Homes and Lanarkshire Health Board with a 
remit to prepare a joint report on the implementation of the housing guidance within North 
Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted; 

 
(2) that an inter-agency Housing Group be established to evaluate the impact of the proposals 

and submit a report to future meetings of the Housing and Social Work Committees; 
 

(3) that the proposed response to the Scottish Office as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report be 
approved, and 

 
(4) that the report be remitted to the Social Work Committee for information. 

 
 
 
1998/1999  -  1999/2000  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  OF  SHELTERED  HOUSING  COMPLEX  
ALARM  SYSTEMS 
 
11. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the Sheltered Housing Alarm System Replacement 
Programme for the financial years 1998/1999 and 1999/2000 be approved and that all contractors be 
invited to tender for the work, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 28 February 1999 by the 
Director of Housing on the tender returns for the contract for the replacement of twelve Sheltered 
Housing Complex Alarm Systems (1) detailing all tender returns from four contractors; (2) advising 
that the lowest tender was that of Messrs Tunstall Telecom Limited, Yorkshire in the sum of 
£157,517.03 which represented a competitive offer and was considered value for money, and 
(3) intimating that based on the offer received from Messrs Tunstall Telecom Limited, £140,000 
would be available from this year’s Housing Revenue Repairs Budget of which a maximum spend of 
£20,000 would be achieved prior to 31 March 1999, with the balance being contained within next 
year’s Repairs Budget. 

 
Decided: that acceptance of the offer by Messrs Tunstall Telecom Limited, Yorkshire in the sum 

of £157,517.03 for the replacement of twelve Sheltered Housing Complex Alarm 
Systems as detailed within the report be approved. 

 
 
 
NEW  FUTURES  INITIATIVE,  EMPLOYMENT  AND  SUPPORT  PROJECT 
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12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 
the successful outcome of a bid made under the New Futures Initiative to establish an Employment 
and Support Project for young homeless people (1) advising that the New Futures Fund was 
established to provide intensive support for unemployed people aged 16-34 who have suffered 
serious disadvantage in the labour market and whose needs were not met by other programmes; (2) 
indicating that the Initiative run by Scottish Enterprise, had been piloted in 5 areas including 
Lanarkshire with £10 million being available over 3 years; (3) intimating that a joint bid submitted in 
August 1998 by the Directors of Education, Housing and Social Work in conjunction with the Careers 
Service had been successful; (4) informing that funding of £68,110 per annum which included the 
appointment of 2 Project Workers and clerical support had been secured for 2 years with a start date 
of 1 April 1999, and (5) advising that the project would be based at a supported accommodation unit 
in Airth Court, Motherwell, and would be developed and monitored by an inter-departmental 
Management Group involving Housing, Social Work, Community Education and the Careers Service. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report regarding the successful funding application under the New 

Futures Initiative be noted; 
 

(2) that the implementation of the Project, including the appointment of the relevant staff be 
approved, and 

 
(3) that the report be remitted to the Education, Personnel Services and Social Work 

Committees for information and action. 
 
 
CUMBERNAULD  YM/YMCA  FUNDING  ARRANGEMENT 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing Committee held on 

2 September 1998 when it had been agreed that immediate payment of grant of £10,000 be 
approved from the budget set aside for the Management Fee for Cumbernauld YM/YMCA in 
1998/99, that the request for an increase of £10,500 in the Management Fee to a total of £20,500 
above the base budget be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration, that 
the position concerning the deficit of £61,070 claimed by the YM/YWCA be noted, on the 
understanding that the Directors of Housing and Social Work verify the basis of this figure with the 
organisation and that the Director of Housing submit a report thereon to a future meeting of the 
Committee and to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 8 September 1999 when it had been agreed that consideration be continued pending 
submission of a report by the Director of Housing, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
3 March 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of progress made regarding the review of funding 
arrangements for Cumbernauld YM/YWCA (1) advising that the audited accounts had been obtained 
from Cumbernauld YM/YWCA and set out at Appendix 1 to the report; (2) indicating that the 
accounts had been subject to examination by the Director of Finance and following the meeting with 
the Cumbernauld YM/YWCA’s Accountant and their Director, a revised deficit figure of £51,356 had 
been determined and was set out at Appendix 2 to the report, and (3) intimating that the Director of 
Social Work had agreed to pay £30,500 from within the Social Work Department budget, with the 
remaining £20,856 being met from the Non-HRA account. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the sum of £20,856 be paid to Cumbernauld YM/YWCA as a contribution towards the 

deficit incurred to 31 March 1998, with this amount being funded from the Non-HRA account 
and the General Services Budget with the balance of the deficit of £30,500 being met from 
the Social Work budget; 
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(2) that any request for deficit funding and Management Fee in respect of the current 1998/99 
financial year be subject to a further report to Committee when finalised accounts were 
available; 

 
(3) that having agreed the basis of financing current services, the Director of Housing advise 

Cumbernauld YM/YWCA that, in future, no contribution will be made by the Council towards 
deficit funding and that their operation requires to become self-sufficient on the basis of an 
agreed Management Fee; 

 
(4) that the Management Fee for the year 1998/99 and future provision in that respect, be 

subject to a further report to Committee, when finalised accounts were available, and 
 

(5) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 
 
VERIFICATION  FRAMEWORK  -  HOUSING  BENEFIT  AND  COUNCIL  TAX REBATE 
 
14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 March 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

the Verification Framework for Housing Benefit and Council Tax Rebate and the Director of 
Housing’s bid for funding to implement this Initiative from October 1999 (1) outlining the background 
to the Verification Framework; (2) detailing the bid for Verification Framework funding of £400,000 
which was submitted to the Department of Social Security; (3) proposing the creation of 11 additional 
posts within the benefits structure to reflect increased workload, and that 2 Visiting Officers currently 
employed on a temporary basis within the Housing Department’s Fraud Section be assigned to the 
Initiative; (4) indicating that the outcome of bids would be known by April 1999 and in the event of the 
Council’s bid being successful, the Verification Framework would be implemented from 4 October 
1999, and (5) intimating that before implementing the Verification Framework, in the interim, a trial 
take place in conjunction with the local Benefits Agency commencing 6 April 1999 which would run 
for a period of 12 weeks involving 1 member of staff from the Housing Department’s Fraud Team 
and 1 member of staff from the Benefits Agency seconded for the duration of the trial, with training 
being provided by the Benefits Agency. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken in respect of the Director of Housing’s bid for funding to implement the 

Verification Framework be homologated; 
 

(2) that in the event of the bid being successful, the implementation of the Project on 4 October 
1999 be approved; 

 
(3) that the proposed trial with the Benefits Agency, commencing 6 April 1999 for a period of 12 

weeks be approved, on the understanding that a further report would be submitted to update 
the Committee on the findings, and 

 
(4) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for its interest and 

consideration as appropriate. 
 
 
 
VOID  RENT  LOSS 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when it had been agreed that the report in relation to the £500,000 overspend on void 
properties be submitted to the next Housing Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 3 March 1999 by the Director of Housing setting out the current position with regard to the 
projected outturn on void rent loss for 1998/99 compared against budget provision and financial 
outturn of the first 2 years of the new Council’s operation (1) intimating all factors impacting on void 
rent loss; (2) advising that the reduction in void rent loss through improved allocation performance 
and tackling problems with low demand housing had been, and would continue to be, a high priority 
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in terms of management action within the Housing Department, and (3) indicating that specific action 
was planned over the next year or was currently ongoing to tackle the problem with regard to 
Allocation Performance and Waiting List Demand including regeneration strategies in the priority 
areas listed at Appendix 2 to the report. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report and in particular the action ongoing and planned to 

minimise void rent loss be noted on the understanding that a future progress report be 
submitted to Committee along with the Quarterly Performance Review Report for the 
period ended 31 March 1999. 

 
 
 
SUPERIORS  CONSENT  -  VELUX  ROOF  CONVERSION  -  17  EMILY  DRIVE,  MOTHERWELL 
 
16. There was submitted a report dated 10 February 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding an 

application for Superiors Consent for a velux loft conversation at 17 Emily Drive, North Lodge, 
Motherwell on behalf of the owner (1) outlining the background to the application which satisfied all 
conditions, and (2) advising that as the work had been carried out, the applicants were seeking 
retrospective permission. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Superiors Consent be granted retrospectively for the application in line with Council 

Policy, and 
 

(2) that the Director of Housing submit a report to a future Housing Committee in relation to an 
additional Delegation for Superiors’ Consent and matters of this nature. 

 
 
 
ANNUAL  SOCIAL  SECURITY  UPRATING  -  APRIL  1999 
 
17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 February 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of changes in housing benefit entitlement from April 1999 (1) intimating that all Social Security 
benefits, including Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit were uprated in April each year in line 
with the rate of inflation prevailing at the end of the previous September, and (2) detailing the current 
Housing Benefit entitlement and the new entitlement from April of some typical Housing Benefit 
claims, incorporating the average rent increase for Council tenants of 4.5%. 

 
Decided: that the effect of the annual uprating of Social Security Benefits and the annual rent 

increase on the Council tenants in North Lanarkshire be noted. 
 
 
 
TENANTS  CONTENTS  INSURANCE  SCHEME 
 
18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 February 1999 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of proposals to enhance and promote the Council’s Home Contents Insurance Scheme 
(1) outlining the background to the Council’s Home Contents Insurance Scheme in which 
approximately 11,500 tenants participate; (2) informing that the Council’s Insurers had introduced a 
telephone service which provided free information on a full range of services; (3) advising that if the 
Council wished this service to be offered to tenants, new booklets detailing the services available 
would be issued with the annual notification of insurance letters by the end of March 1999, and 
(4) detailing all proposals to promote the Scheme. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the addition of a helpline facility for tenants in the Contents Insurance Scheme be 
approved; 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing enter into a joint promotional Scheme with the Council’s Insurers, 

and 
 

(3) that the Director of Housing submit a report on the breakdown of claims made by tenants to a 
future meeting of the Housing Committee. 

 
 
 
FORMER  TENANTS  ARREARS/CREDITS  WRITE-OFF  TO  31  MARCH  1997 
 
19. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 February 1999 by the Director of Housing 

(1) proposing that the sum of £66,881.05 being the current balance outstanding in respect of Former 
Tenants Rent Arrears and Credits to the period 1996/97 be written-off including balances outstanding 
prior to 1 April 1996; (2) indicating that the write-off could be offset against the provision of £172,000 
set aside within the 1998/99 Housing Revenue Budget; (3) intimating that if possible and practicable, 
efforts would continue to secure payments of outstanding rent balances from former tenants, and 
(4) recommending that after taking this year’s write-off into consideration and looking at the next 
financial year’s bad debt projections, a further sum of £72,000 be set aside within the 1998/99 
Housing Revenue Account to increase the provision for bad debts. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the write-off of the Former Tenant Arrears and Credits totalling £66,881.05 in relation to 

the period ending 31 March 1997 be approved, and 
 

(2) that the increase in bad debt provision required for 1998/99 be approved. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL  IT  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when it had been agreed that approval in principle be given to the developments contained in 
the IT Development Plan for 1998/99 and that the financial implications of the 1998/99 IT 
Development Plan be considered as part of the 1998/99 HRA Capital Programme Review, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 February 1999 by the Director of Housing detailing all progress 
made in the implementation of the Departmental IT Development Plan during 1998/99 and all 
planned developments for 1999/2000 at an estimated cost of £310,000 all as detailed in Appendix 1 
to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the developments contained in the IT Development Plan and summarised at Appendix 1 

to the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that the financial implications of the IT Development Plan be considered as part of the 
1999/2000 HRA Capital Programme Review. 

 
 
 
YEAR  2000  COMPLIANCE  TESTING 
 
21. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when it had been agreed to note the action taken to ensure that all equipment employing 
micro-processor technology was tested to determine millennium compliance and the procedures in 
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place to prevent system and equipment malfunction, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
17 February 1999 by the Director of Housing detailing the current position with regard to computer 
hardware, computer software, telecommunication systems, office equipment and non-IT systems and 
equipment. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted and that a further report be submitted to a future 

Committee. 
 
 
 
WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME 
 
22. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that double glazing be installed in all window replacement 
contracts throughout North Lanarkshire, there was submitted a report dated 3 March 1999 by the 
Director of Housing in respect of reviewing policy in relation to the window replacement programmes 
currently being progressed through the Council’s HRA Capital Programme (1) advising that in recent 
replacement programmes, an issue had arisen regarding houses which had a number of single 
glazed units previously replaced on an ad-hoc basis; (2) proposing that where it was practical and 
more cost effective the new single glazed UPVC units be upgraded to double glazing in the course of 
the full replacement programme, and (3) intimating that work was ongoing to identify all other singled 
glazed units which required upgrading as part of a separate programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the change in policy in respect of ongoing capital replacement programmes for window 

replacement as detailed within the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that a further report be submitted to the Housing Committee in relation to all other single 
glazed units requiring upgrading. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  (HRA)  1999/2000 
 
23. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the outline Capital Programme be approved, on the 
understanding that further reports be submitted to the Housing Committee to finalise annual spending 
plans in line with updated projections of resources available, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 3 March 1999 by the Director of Housing reviewing the base 1999/2000 Capital Programme 
(1) detailing the 1999/2000 Capital Resources and the HRA Capital Programme Review, summarised 
at Appendix 1 to the report, and providing more detail of the spending plans by area as detailed in 
Appendix 2 to the report; (2) intimating that in finalising the spending plans for 1999/2000 every effort 
had been made to effectively target resources to the priorities already established by the Council, 
and (3) advising that the Programme also incorporated adequate flexibility to take account of the 
uncertainty of the capital receipt levels and other influencing factors. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised Capital Programme as summarised at Appendix 1 and shown in more detail 

at Appendix 2 to the report be approved, with further reports submitted to Committee on any 
adjustments required during the course of the year; 

 
(2) that the adjustment of the slippage allowance to reflect any minor variation to the assumed 

level of borrowing consent be approved, and 
 

(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for its consideration. 
 

C 

C 
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GAS  SAFETY  (INSTALLATIONS  AND  USE)  REGULATIONS  1994  (AS  AMENDED  IN  1996)  -  
FURTHER  AMENDMENTS  11  AND  12  EFFECTIVE  AS  AT  31  OCTOBER  1998 
 
24. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 February 1999 by the Director of Housing 

regarding problems experienced in relation to tenants’ sleeping accommodation within apartments 
where an open flued gas burning appliance was sited (1) advising (a) that the Directors of Housing 
and Social Work had identified to date 14 tenants who through infirmity or ill health had no 
alternative but to use their livingrooms as a sleeping apartment, and (b) that the Gas Safety 
(Installations and Use) Regulations 1994 (as amended 1996 and 1998) was the statute which 
governed the suitability and competence of qualified Contractors to undertake work on gas 
appliances; (2) detailing problems being encountered in respect of traditional type properties in which 
the regulations were not retrospective; (3) proposing to alter the heating boiler types which would only 
be implemented on receipt of a request from the Director of Social Work; (4) informing that steps 
were being initiated to identify any 1 apartment/bedsit which had an open flued burning appliance; 
(5) intimating that a report would be submitted to a future Housing Committee on the number of 
properties involved and any alterations which may be considered either necessary or appropriate, 
and (6) indicating that the estimated cost of altering the gas heating systems in 14 properties was 
approximately £17,000 which could be contained within the existing budgets. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken in respect of tenants having sleeping accommodation in an apartment in 

an open flued appliance in traditional type properties as detailed within the report be 
approved, and 

 
(2) that the situation in respect of 1 apartment/bedsit accommodation be noted, on the 

understanding that a further report would be submitted to a future Housing Committee. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL  ESTABLISHMENT 
 
25. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 18 June 1997 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the changes in the Departmental staffing structure be 
approved, there was submitted a report dated 12 February 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 
temporary contracts for 2 Contract Services Officers (Heating) which expire in May 1999 (1) outlining 
the background and the need to make the 2 posts of Contract Service Officers (Heating) permanent; 
(2) advising that the posts would be funded by the financial savings derived from the competitive 
tender; (3) intimating that it would be necessary to maintain existing enhanced level of contract 
monitoring and supervision, and (4) indicating that the financial costs for the posts was estimated at 
£47,400 per annum, which was allowed for the 1999/2000 HRA budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given to make the 2 posts of Contract Service Officers (Heating) 

permanent, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for its consideration. 
 
 
 
ELECTRICAL  REWIRING  PROGRAMME 
 
26. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 7 May 1999 

when, inter alia, new allowances for redecoration following re-wiring had been approved, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding the situation 
to date in respect of the Electrical Rewiring Programme (1) outlining the background to the current C 
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Rewiring Programme for the North, South and Central Districts which followed programmes adopted 
by the former local authorities prior to reorganisation; (2) indicating that random surveys to determine 
the scope of rewiring were required, and (3) advising that although tenants were entitled to 
redecoration allowances, no allowance had been made for inflation. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing in conjunction with the Acting Director of Construction Services 

undertake surveys to determine the scope of rewiring works and that contracts be awarded 
for full house rewiring or partial rewiring as per the findings of the survey; 

 
(2) that specifications be standardised to include raggling in all houses where the construction of 

the property allowed raggling to be carried out and that the rewiring work conform to the 
current IEE Regulations; 
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(3) that a decoration/disturbance allowance, for full house rewiring including raggling, be as 
follows:- 

 
2 apartment £153 
3 apartment £170 
4 apartment £187 
5 apartment £203 
6 apartment £220; 

 
(4) that the undernoted payments be made in respect of redecoration/disturbance allowance, for 

partial rewiring or full rewiring where rewiring had been surface mounted, to take account of 
uplifting carpets, rewiring faulty circuits, replacing damaged light switches and boxes etc:- 

 
2 apartment £48 
3 apartment £64 
4 apartment £80 
5 apartment £96 
6 apartment £112; 

 
(5) that decoration/disturbance allowances take account of annual inflation at 1 April 1999, and 

 
(6) that a survey be undertaken upon completion of rewiring to obtain feedback to inform future 

policy in relation to the rewiring specification. 
 
 
 
NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES 
 
27. With reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

regarding Non-Traditional houses when it had been agreed (1) that within the South District the 
“Maxim” non-traditional houses type at Newarthill be given priority with New Stevenston as second 
priority and Holytown as third priority, and (2) that within the Central District initially, two contracts be 
prepared to carry out works for the upgrading of 27 houses at Caldercruix and 27 houses at Cairnhill, 
Central District, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 February 1999 by the Director of 
Housing on the progress made to date to the “Maxim” house types in the South District and the 
“Whitson Fairhurst” houses in the Central District and the results of surveys carried out by the Acting 
Director of Construction Services (a) indicating that funding had been approved in the 3 year Capital 
Programme for the upgrading of the Non-Traditional properties in the South and Central Districts, and 
(b) advising that the condition survey carried out by the Acting Director of Construction Services had 
found that 2 house types in the North District (Orlit and Wilson Block) required re-roofing, external 
insulation render and associated works, with funding required in a future Capital Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the next house type to be addressed in the South District area was the “Hilcon” type 

followed in order of priority as Orlit, Cleland; VCB, Wishaw; Stuart, Shotts and Viewpark and 
Blackburn, Shotts, Allanton and Wishaw; 

 
(2) that, based on the survey reports for upgrading the Non-Traditional houses, a rolling 

programme be implemented in the Central District with the Swedish timber houses at Airdrie 
being priority 1, Weir Strathmore houses in Airdrie priority 2 and Weir Multi-Com houses at 
Bargeddie being priority 3; 

 
(3) that funding be made available to commence work to the “Orlit” and “Wilson” block type 

houses in the North District; 
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(4) that in future Capital Programmes funding be considered for the “Orlit” and “Wilson” type 
houses in the North District, and 

 
(5) that regular progress reports be submitted to future Committees. 

 
 
 
FUTURE  CONTRACTS  FOR  SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  TO  DOOR  ENTRY  SYSTEMS  AND  
CCTV/CONCIERGE  SYSTEMS 
 
28. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 December 

1997 and paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 when it 
had been agreed that the Director of Housing be authorised to prepare separate Council wide 
contracts for door entry systems and CCTV and Concierge systems for a duration of 3 years, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 1999 by the Director of Housing seeking 
permission to extend the existing contractual arrangements with the existing Contractor 
Messrs Scotshield, Airdrie by a further 6 weeks from 1 April 1999 to Monday 17 May 1999 
(1) intimating that delays had occurred in progressing the new contracts, and (2) indicating that on 
receipt of returned tender documents and completion of the evaluation process, a further report be 
submitted to Committee for consideration and selection of Contractors to be awarded the new 
contracts. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing be authorised to negotiate an extension to both of the existing 

contracts for the servicing and maintenance to door entry systems, CCTV systems/ 
Concierge systems as outlined within the report, and 

 
(2) that a further report be submitted to the Housing Committee in respect of the new contractual 

arrangements for Door Entry Systems and CCTV and concierge systems commencing on 
17 May 1999 following the receipt and evaluation of tenders. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  MONITORING  AND  PROGRESS  STATUS  REPORT 
 
29. There was submitted a joint progress report (docketed) dated 23 February 1999 by the Director of 

Housing and Acting Director of Construction Services on the progress of the 1998/99 Capital 
Programme. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  CCTV  1998/99  CRAIGNEUK  AREA  (SOUTH) 
 
30. There was submitted a report dated 26 October 1998 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tenderer for the contract for the CCTV 1998/99 Craigneuk Area (South) 
was that of ADT Fire and Security, Uddingston in the sum of £284,551.24, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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(2)  MINI  PROGRAMME  1998/99  COLTNESS  CCTV 
 
31. There was submitted a report dated 21 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tenderer for the contract for the Mini Programme 1998/99 Coltness CCTV 
was that of Semple and Cochrane, Paisley in the sum of £109,673.91, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(3)  RE-RENDERING  -  CENTRAL  AREA  PHASE  2 
 
32. There was submitted a report dated 26 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tenderer for the contract for the Re-Rendering Central Area, Phase 2 was 
that of Llewellyn SCL Limited, Kirkintilloch in the sum of £420,683.79, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(4)  HEATING  PROGRAMME  SOUTH  1998/99  CONTRACT  1 
 
33. There was submitted a report dated 25 January 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tenderer for Heating Programme South 1998/99 Contract 1 (a) Capital 
Financed Pipework Installation, and (b) Lease Financed Gas, Electric Wet and Solid Fuel Heating 
Appliances was that of British Gas Services Limited, Hamilton in the sum of £385,948.84 for the 
pipework installation and £365,856.12 for the heating appliances installation, and (2) the Director of 
Administration was now progressing the pipework installation contract in terms of his delegated 
powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(5)  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  EX-CUMBERNAULD  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  PHASE  6, 
       ABRONHILL 
 
34. There was submitted a report dated 3 February 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tenderer for the contract for the Window Replacement Programme 
Ex-Cumbernauld District Council Phase 6, Abronhill was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Building 
and Roads DLO, Bellshill in the sum of £129,823.32, and (2) the Director of Administration was now 
progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(6)  HOME  SAFETY  AND  SECURITY  GREENEND  CCTV,  COATBRIDGE 
 
35. There was submitted a report dated 15 February 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tenderer for the contract for the Home Safety and Security 
Greenend CCTV, Coatbridge was that of Sensormatic Limited, Stirling in the sum of £136,767.43, 
and (2) the Director of Administration was now progressing this matter in terms of his delegated 
powers. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
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CONTRACTS  -  ADDITIONAL  WORKS 
 
(1)  HOME  SAFETY  AND  SECURITY  1998/99  REWIRING  GOWKTHRAPPLE  (381  HOUSES)  -   
       ADDITIONAL  128  HOUSES 
 
36. With reference to paragraph 38 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when the Acting Director of Construction Services had been authorised to negotiate an 
extension of a contract with Jordan Electrics Limited, Wishaw for additional work for Home Safety 
and Security 1998/99 - Rewiring, Gowkthrapple, there was submitted a report dated 28 January 1999 
by the Acting Director of Construction Services intimating he had negotiated an extension to the 
existing contract with the contractors to carry out the additional work at the same rates and conditions 
in the sum of £119,620.46 to a maximum expenditure of £444,443.79 for the contract. 

 
Decided: that the extension to the existing contract with Jordan Electrics Limited, Wishaw, to 

carry out the additional works for Home Safety and Security 1998/99, Rewiring 
Gowkthrapple in the sum of £119,620.46 to a maximum expenditure of £444,443.79 
be approved. 

 
 
 
(2)  HOMELESS  INITIATIVES THRASHBUSH  -  CCTV 
 
37. With reference to paragraph 42 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when the Acting Director of Construction Services had been authorised to negotiate an 
extension with ADT Fire and Security Limited, Glasgow, for the CCTV Systems in Homeless 
Accommodation, Airdrie, there was submitted a report dated 29 January 1999 by the Acting Director 
of Construction Services intimating that he had negotiated a contract with the existing contractor of 
the Northburn CCTV Contract, Airdrie to carry out installation of the CCTV System in the Homeless 
Accommodation Unit, Thrashbush, Airdrie at the same rates and conditions in the sum of £15,000. 

 
Decided: that the installation of CCTV System in the Homeless Accommodation Unit, 

Thrashbush, Airdrie be included in the contract for the CCTV System Northburn, 
Airdrie up to a maximum expenditure of £15,000. 

 
 
 
(3)  DEMOLITION  OF  FOUR  BLOCKS  CUMBRAE  CRESCENT,  SIKESIDE,  COATBRIDGE  -   
      EXTENSION  TO CONTRACT 
 
38. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, it had been noted, that the lowest tender for the contract for the demolition of 4 blocks 
Cumbrae Crescent, Sikeside, Coatbridge was that of Angus (Asbestos Removal) Limited, Johnstone 
in the sum of £69,415.50, there was submitted a report dated 24 February 1999 by the Acting 
Director of Construction Services (1) advising that the demolition of a fire damaged bin store 
adjacent to 3 Cumbrae Crescent, Sikeside, Coatbridge was required, and (2) requesting authority to 
negotiate the additional work with the existing contractor at the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 

additional work with Angus (Asbestos Removal) Limited, Johnstone. 
 
 
 
(4)  WINDOW  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  1998/99  -  PRE-WAR  STOCK  7  -  PRIORITIES 
    M15-M17,  226 HOUSES, MOSSEND, WATSONVILLE  AND  BENHAR  -  ADDITIONAL  15  NO. 
      HOUSES 
 
39. With reference to paragraph 27 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when, it had been noted, that the lowest tender for the contract for the Window Replacement 
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Programme 1998/99 Pre-War Stock 7 - 226 Priorities M15-M17, Mossend, Watsonville and Benhar 
was that of North Lanarkshire Council, Bellshill in the sum of £335,023.21, there was submitted a 
report dated 25 February 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction Services (1) proposing that in 
order to maximise the capital expenditure within this financial year, that a further 15 houses be 
included in the contract for the Window Replacement Programme 1998/99 Pre-War Stock 7 Priority 
M15-M17, Mossend, Watsonville and Benhar, and (2) requesting authority to negotiate an extension 
to the existing contract with North Lanarkshire Council Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill to carry out 
the additional works at the same rates and conditions. 

 
Decided: that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate the 

extension with North Lanarkshire Council Building and Roads DLO, Bellshill, for 
additional 15 houses for Window Replacement Programme 1998/99 Pre- War Stock 7, 
Priority M15-M17, Mossend, Watsonville and Benhar. 

 
 
 
(5)  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOFS  (ROSEMARY  TILES)  1998/99,  CENTRAL,  PHASE  9  - ADDITION   
      OF  1  STORM  DAMAGED   BLOCK 
 
40. With reference to paragraph 51 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract Defective Pitched Roofs 
(Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, Central, Phase 9 was that of Helforn Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of 
£457,962.95 and to paragraph 51 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 
2 December 1998 when, it had been agreed to extend the existing contract with Helforn Limited, 
Glasgow, to carry out the additional works in the sum of £208,128.00 to maximum expenditure of 
£666,090.95, there was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Acting Director of Construction 
Services (1) advising that due to storm damage, properties at 22 Kennilhill and 2 Roughcraig Street, 
Airdrie had suffered roof and chimney stack damage; (2) intimating that emergency repairs had been 
carried out to make the property water-tight and to re-build the chimney; (3) indicating that the 
Director of Housing had requested that the block be re-roofed to ensure no further damage, and 
(4) informing that the Acting Director of Construction Services had negotiated an extension to the 
existing contract with Helforn Limited, Glasgow to carry out the additional two properties at the same 
rates and conditions, with the work being contained within the present maximum expenditure of 
£666,090.95. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action of the Acting Director of Construction Services in negotiating with the existing 

contractors, Helforn Limited, Glasgow for the additional works in the Defective Pitched Roofs 
(Rosemary Tiles) 1998/99, Central, Phase 9 contract be homologated, and 

 
(2) that it be noted that the costs would be contained within the present expenditure of 

£666,090.95. 
 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  CARE  AND  REPAIR  PROJECT 
 
41. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed (a) that the Care and Repair Steering Group be authorised 
to agree detailed terms and a Revenue Budget of not more than £49,526 for the first year of 
operation of the Project, and (b) that Clyde Valley Housing Association be appointed as Managing 
Agents for the North Lanarkshire Care and Repair Project, there was submitted a report dated 
19 February 1999 by the Director of Housing (1) detailing all progress to date; (2) advising that the 
workload was already in excess of the amount which could be dealt with by one Care and Repair 
Officer; (3) proposing as a matter of urgency, to expand the service by the appointment of a second 
Care and Repair Officer, which would allow the existing backlog of enquiries to be undertaken; (4) 
intimating that Clyde Valley Housing Association had submitted a budget for the second year based 
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on two Care and Repair Officers which would increase the total revenue costs from £49,526 in year 
1, to £80,922 in year two, with a further increase to £83,703 in year three; (5) indicating that on the 
basis of the funding arrangements agreed previously with Scottish Homes and Lanarkshire Health 
Board, 40% of the Project’s administrative costs be met by the Council, split equally between the 
Housing (Non-HRA Capital) and Social Work budgets, and (6) informing that the proposed budget 
required funding of £16,814 by both Departments in 1999/2000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the expenditure for the expansion of the Project be authorised, and 

 
(2) that periodic progress reports on the development of the Care and Repair service be 

submitted to future Committees. 
 
 
 
NORTH  MOTHERWELL  ESTATE  REGENERATION 
 
42. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 December 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a fourth bid for resources for the Motherwell North PPA 
be approved within the New Housing Partnership bid, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
3 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding an alternative mechanism for progressing the 
re-development of North Motherwell given that the New Housing Partnership bid had been 
unsuccessful (1) outlining the background to and the need to progress the re-development of North 
Motherwell; (2) proposing (a) that the Council transfer the land for development of houses for sale to 
Tilbury Douglas Homes under a licence agreement, on the understanding that the notional land value 
be used as a contribution towards the subsidy required for the rented units, and (b) to sell the land 
designated for the development of the rented units directly to Cairn Housing Association at a value to 
be agreed between the Association and the Council, with the receipt being used to improve the 
landscaping around the houses retained by the Council in the estate; (3) advising that the Association 
would in turn offer the Council 100% nomination rights for 5 years and 50% thereafter, and 
(4) indicating that in terms of the shortfall in funding, Scottish Homes would fund the deficit of 
approximately £825,000 required for the low cost housing for sale and rented units. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposals for the development of North Motherwell as detailed within the report be 

approved, and 
 

(2) that the terms of the licence agreement and disposal be agreed with the Director of Planning 
and Development and the Director of Administration and referred to the Planning and 
Development Committee for approval. 

 
 
 
AIRBLES  ROAD,  MOTHERWELL 
 
43. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 September 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that a further report detailing the recommended design 
option for the Airbles Road/Leven Street, Motherwell Project be submitted to a future Committee, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 February 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 
proposals for the development of the site at Airbles Road, Motherwell (1) outlining the background to 
the Project; (2) advising that the Council had contracted demolition works at Airbles Road, 
Motherwell, and (3) proposing that the cleared site be marketed as part of a package of sites in an 
attempt to maximise investment in houses for rent. 

 

C 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the cleared site be declared surplus to requirements, with a further report being 
submitted to a future Committee on the outline proposals for the future use of the site, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Development Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
FORGEWOOD  HOMESTEADING  BLOCKS  -  49-63  LORNE  DRIVE  AND  73-87  FIFE  DRIVE,  
MOTHERWELL 
 
44. With reference to paragraph 57 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when it was agreed that the Director of Housing (1) should liaise with the Directors of Planning 
and Development and Administration to explore the option of acquiring the properties at 49-63 Lorne 
Drive and 73-87 Fife Drive, Motherwell and report further, and (2) be authorised to commence 
discussions with the owners of 49-63 Lorne Drive and 73-87 Fife Drive to ascertain their views on 
transferring ownership of their properties to the Council in exchange for title or transfer to a similar 
type and size property in Forgewood, currently owned by the Council, with this being subject to 
obtaining Section 74 approval from the Secretary of State, there was submitted a report dated 
11 February 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding progress to date on the proposals for the 
homesteading blocks in Forgewood (a) advising that meetings had been arranged with 
owner/occupiers to highlight proposed options and discuss individual circumstances, with further 
consultation ongoing with Legal Services Section of Administration Department and the Director of 
Planning and Development to ensure that all appropriate action be taken to progress matters; 
(b) proposing that after discussion with owners and provided that all owners agree to participate,  
permission be sought from the Secretary of State on the principles involved in the initiative, and 
(c) informing that when there was agreement to the proposals from all owners and when consent was 
obtained from the Secretary of State for Scotland, proposals would be prepared for the development 
of the site where the homesteading blocks were sited. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted; 

 
(2) that the progress being made to develop the project to this stage be approved, and 

 
(3) that a further report be submitted to a future Housing Committee on the outcome of the 

negotiation with owners and upon the response from the Secretary of State. 
 
 
 
PATERSON  STREET,  MOTHERWELL  DEVELOPMENT  PROPOSALS 
 
45. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 February 1999 by the Director of Housing in 

respect of problems associated with flats in Paterson Street, Motherwell (1) intimating that increasing 
problems had been experienced associated with the high number of void properties coupled with no 
demand for the properties; (2) outlining options for tackling these problems; (3) indicating that of the 
three options available to address the problems, option 3, to demolish both blocks of flats and sell the 
site to allow the development of new build 2 storey houses for sale and rent was considered to be the 
most cost effective way of achieving a long term sustainable solution; (4) proposing that, to progress 
the redevelopment, the remaining tenants within the two blocks should be re-housed, and 
(5) advising that in addition to the site created by the demolition of the two blocks, a number of other 
small sites within the vicinity of Paterson Street could be considered as part of the development 
package. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the letting of houses at 2-64 and 1-55 Paterson Street, Motherwell which become void 
should cease; 

 
(2) that the blocks at 2-64 and 1-55 Paterson Street be progressed for demolition commencing in 

1999/2000 and completed by 2000/2001; 
 

(3) that decant accommodation be established, if required, within the block due for demolition 
during 2000/2001, and 

 
(4) that the proposals for the future development of the area be progressed and reported to a 

future Committee. 
 
 
 
QUARTERLY  PERFORMANCE  REVIEW  REPORT  -  1  OCTOBER  1998  -  31  DECEMBER  1998 
 
46. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 February 1999 by the Director of Housing 

enclosing the “Quarterly Performance Review for the period 1 October to 31 December 1998”. 
 

Decided: that the Quarterly Performance Review for the period 1 October to 31 December 1998 
be noted. 

 
 
 
REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
 
47. There was submitted a report dated 15 March 1999 by the Director of Housing detailing a list of 

useful reports and information which had been received by the Housing Department. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 
 
 
 
PETITIONS 
 
(1)  FENCE  ERECTED  AROUND  ANNAN  AND  ENDRICK  COURT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
48. With reference to paragraph 56 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when it had been agreed that the petition in respect of the fence erected around Annan and 
Endrick Courts, Coatbridge be continued to a future meeting, there was submitted a report dated 
19 January 1999 by the Director of Housing thereon. 

 
Decided: that the report be continued to a future Committee for further consultation. 

 
 
 
(2)  PETITION  IN  RESPECT  OF  PROPOSED  EVICTION  OF  MR.  M,  HORATIUS  STREET,   
     MOTHERWELL 
 
49. There was submitted a report dated 19 February 1999 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from residents of Horatius Street, Motherwell in respect of the proposed eviction of 
Mr. M. Horatius Street, Motherwell (1) outlining the background to the petition, in which four 
remaining tenants had been offered temporary decant accommodation pending permanent 
accommodation becoming available; (2) advising of the current position, in which Mr. M along with 
other tenants who had been displaced, had been considered for every suitable house that became 
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available in Ward 4, with Mr M refusing all offers of assistance, and (3) indicating that the Council 
may still be required to remove Mr. M compulsorily from the dangerous building. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(3)  RESIDENTS  OF  20-48  ASTER  GARDENS,  MOTHERWELL  REQUESTING  NEW  ROOFS  ON  
      PROPERTIES 
 
50. There was submitted a report dated 8 February 1999 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from the residents of 20-48 Aster Gardens, Motherwell requesting the roofs on the 
properties to be renewed (1) outlining that the roofs of 20-48 Aster Gardens, Motherwell had been 
damaged as a result of recent storm damage and also previously in September 1997; (2) advising 
that in accordance with current Council Policy, the roofs had been repaired on a “like for like” basis 
using similar materials to that of original construction; (3) indicating that the block and seven similar 
blocks in the area were on the Council’s Flat Roof Replacement Programme, with works being 
programmed to start in financial year 2000-2001, and (4) intimating that the blocks in the area had 
also been identified as requiring improvements to the roofs, rendering and general environmental 
works and could be incorporated into a future Mini-Estate Regeneration Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the renewal of the roofing to the block be carried out in accordance with the Council’s 

agreed programme or sooner if funding permitted; 
 

(2) that the remaining required improvements be added to the Mini-Estate Regeneration 
Programme as soon as possible, and 

 
(3) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “NEW  TRANSFER  PARTNERSHIPS  -  PRACTICAL  GUIDANCE” 
 
51. There was considered an invitation from COSLA to attend a conference entitled “New Transfer 

Partnerships - Practical Guidance” to be held in Glasgow on 18 March 1999. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
(2)  “BEST  PRACTICE  AND  GOVERNANCE  IN  HOUSING” 
 
52. There was considered an invitation from the University of Ulster to attend a conference entitled “Best 

Practice and Governance in Housing” to be held in Belfast on 18 and 19 March 1999. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
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(3)  “IMPROVING  HEALTH  BY  IMPROVING  HOMES” 
 
53. There was considered an invitation from the Care and Repair Forum Scotland to attend a conference 

entitled “Improving Health by Improving Homes” to be held in Perth on 9 April 1999. 
 

Decided: that Councillor McLaughlin be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1 and 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of 
the Act. 
 
 
GARDEN  ASSISTANCE  SCHEME 
 
54. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when, inter alia, the proposed contractual arrangements and list of contractors invited to tender 
for the Council’s Garden Assistance Scheme were approved, there was submitted a report dated 
8 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding the tender returns for the five contract areas of 
Airdrie, Coatbridge, Bellshill/Viewpark, Motherwell/Forgewood and Wishaw/ Shotts for a 2 year 
period, with an option of a 1 year extension (1) outlining the background to the evaluation model 
which was used in assessing the tenders and tenderers; (2) detailing (a) within Appendix 1 to the 
report, the tender returns for the five contracts, and (b) the evaluation of tenders and tenderers as 
detailed in Appendices 2, 3 and 4 to the report; (3) indicating that the Evaluation Model which had 
been applied to all the contractors who had tendered, suggested that Lanrec should be awarded all 
five contracts; (4) advising that the provisions of the tender process would not allow one contractor to 
operate more than three contracts, and (5) illustrating (a) the proposals for the award of contracts as 
detailed within Appendix 6A to the report, and (b) the annual budget and costs for the Garden 
Assistance Scheme as detailed in Appendix 7 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that all five tenders received from Messrs Land Engineering and Wisestart be rejected for the 

reasons detailed within the report, and 
 

(2) that the contracts be awarded as follows:- 
 

Area Contract  Awarded to Tender Price for 2 year Contract 
 

Airdrie Lanrec £200,761 
Coatbridge Lanrec £198,379 
Bellshill/Viewpark Forgewood Landscaping £162,722 
Motherwell/Forgewood Forgewood Landscaping £84,579 
Wishaw/Shotts Lanrec £230,233 

 
                            Total £876,674 

 
 
Councillor McLaughlin declared an interest in the following item of business and took no part in the 
consideration thereof.  Thereafter Councillor Clarke took the Chair. 
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DEATH  OF  FORMER  TEMPORARY  RELIEF  WARDEN  -  HOUSING  DEPARTMENT  -  EX-GRATIA  
PAYMENT 
 
55. There was submitted a report dated 26 February 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding the death 

of a temporary employee whilst in service and seeking consideration of the appropriateness of 
making an “ex-gratia” payment to his widow (1) indicating that the employee was on a temporary 
contract pending discussions following the transfer of responsibility for Warden Provision from the 
Social Work Department to the Housing Department; (2) advising that while these matters were 
under consideration the postholder died whilst on duty on 6 December 1998 and that under the terms 
of the Group Life Assurance Scheme operated by the Council, temporary employees do not qualify 
for any benefit payment; (3) recommending that, in view of circumstances consideration be given to 
an ex-gratia payment of £5,390.40 being made, that being the amount which would have been due 
had the employee been in a permanent post and due benefits from the Group Life Assurance 
Scheme, and (4) outlining that in terms of the Financial Regulations the transfer of monies between 
budget headings will require the approval of the Finance Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that an ex-gratia payment of £5,390.40 be made to the widow of the employee; 

 
(2) that the requirement for virement to finance the ex-gratia payment in the Housing HRA 

budget be referred to the Finance Committee for consideration, and 
 

(3) that the matter be referred to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 


