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Motherwell, 7 April 1999 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Beekman and Clarke, Vice-Conveners; Provost Mathieson; 
Councillors Burns, Chadha, Hogg, Logue, McKenna, W. Martin, G. Murray, S.V. Murray, Robertson, Selfridge 
and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing, Head of Local Housing Services, Tenancy 
Services and Accommodation Manager, Head of Social Work Development, Head of Construction Resources 
and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Leitch, Lunny, McAlorum, McCabe, McElroy, Maginnis, Morgan, Murphy and Sullivan. 
 
 
REVENUE  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  HRA  AND  HOUSING  NON-HRA 
 
1. There were submitted reports dated 23 March 1999 by the Director of Finance (1) advising of the 

current spending levels for the Housing Department for the period from 1 April 1998 to 28 February 
1999; (2) providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against the estimated 
expenditure and income and explanations of the more significant variances, and (3) intimating a 
projected outcome for the Housing Revenue Account and Non-HRA with details of major underspend 
and overspend. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
INVESTING  IN  MODERNISATION  -  AN  AGENDA  FOR  SCOTLAND’S  HOUSING 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 March 1999 

when it had been agreed that a full report in response to the Government’s Green Paper “Investing in 
Modernisation - An Agenda for Scotland’s Housing” be submitted to the next Housing Committee, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 March 1999 by the Director of Housing proposing a 
response to the Consultation Paper, a summary version of which was attached at Appendix 1 to the 
report (1) outlining the background to and the main purpose of the Green Paper which was to 
stimulate debate regarding the way forward for housing policy in Scotland over the next five years 
and beyond; (2) advising that the Green Paper invited comments on forty specific issues with a 
suggested response in respect of each issue attached at Appendix 2 to the report; (3) indicating that 
many of the comments contained within Appendix 2 to the report were based on the Council’s 
Housing Strategy, and (4) informing that a summary of the Green Paper had been circulated to all 
tenant groups in North Lanarkshire in order that their organisations could consider any comments 
which they would wish to make on the document. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the comments set out within Appendix 2 to the report be approved as the basis of the 
Authority’s response to the Green Paper, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing be authorised to finalise the response for submission by the due 

date of 31 May 1999. 
 
 
 
RIGHT  TO  BUY  LEGISLATION  -  “COST  FLOOR”  PROVISION 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 April 1998 

when it had been agreed that the Scottish Office Consultation Paper in respect of the “Cost Floor” 
rule be noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 March 1999 by the Director of 
Housing regarding changes to the “Cost Floor” rules effective from 1 April 1999 (1) advising that the 
“Cost Floor” was the limit to the amount of discount available to tenants in purchasing under the 
Right to Buy Scheme and was intended to protect any investment by the landlord which exceeded 
£5,000 within the five years prior to the application to purchase; (2) detailing all changes to the Right 
to Buy Scheme; (3) proposing that information  be provided for tenants on the changes to the Right 
to Buy Scheme along with the Annual Rent Statements which would be sent out in May 1999, and (4) 
intimating that the change to the “Cost Floor” rules may affect the pattern of house sales over future 
years. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the changes to the Right to Buy “Cost Floor” rules be noted, and 

 
(2) that the action proposed to advise the tenants and address other issues related to the change 

be approved. 
 
 
 
EMPTY  HOMES  INITIATIVE 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the proposals under the Empty Homes Initiative 
Challenge Funding contained within the report be approved, as the basis of the Council’s bid and that 
the Director of Housing be authorised to submit finalised proposals by 12 February 1999, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 31 March 1999 by the Director of Housing on the outcome of the 
bid submitted for funds under the Government’s Empty Homes Initiative (1) detailing within 
Appendix 1 to the report, a summary of the proposals, and (2) intimating within Appendix 2 to the 
report, that the Council had been successful in six projects, and had as a result been granted 
£723,527 out of a total of £15 m for Scotland, with the award being over a three year period. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the successful outcome of the bid be noted, and 

 
(2) that the necessary measures be taken to progress the implementation of the projects 

awarded grant. 
 
 
 
HOMELESSNESS  PERSONS  ACCOMMODATION  SECURITY  CONTRACT 
 
5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the action taken to maintain the security service provided for homeless accommodation and of the 
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need to re-tender for suppliers of the service (1) advising that Westguard Security had provided 
security guards at various locations, with this arrangement being established by the former 
Monklands District Council at a current annual budgeted cost of approximately £94,000; (2) indicating 
that the company had intimated that it was no longer able to provide the current service within its 
existing charge and as the contract had been for three years it would be appropriate to allow the 
company to re-tender for the contract, and (3) intimating that a negotiated extension to existing 
arrangements be put in place until a tender had been accepted, and that the Director of 
Administration would provide assistance with the documentation and the tendering process to 
establish a new contract for the provision of this service. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Directors of Housing, Finance and Administration in preparing 

new tender documents be noted, and 
 

(2) that the action taken in negotiating a temporary extension to the existing contract to ensure 
continuity of service be homologated. 

 
 
 
THE  ROUGH  SLEEPERS  INITIATIVE  IN  SCOTLAND  CONSULTATION  PAPER 
 
6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 March 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect 

of a report by the Rough Sleepers Initiative Advisory Committee entitled “The Scottish Rough 
Sleepers Initiative - A Review by the RSI Advisory Group” (1) outlining the background to and the 
establishment of the Advisory Group which was chaired by the Scottish Office; (2) advising that 
comment on the paper was invited by 31 May 1999, and (3) indicating that the proposed response 
was detailed in Appendix 1 to the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the recommended response which formed Appendix 1 to the report be approved. 

 
 
 
YEAR  2000  COMPLIANCE  TESTING 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 March 

1999 when it had been agreed to note the terms of the report and that a further report be submitted to 
a future Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 March 1999 by the Director of 
Housing detailing the current position with regard to computer hardware, computer software, 
telecommunication systems and non-IT systems and equipment. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted and that a further report be submitted to a future 

Committee. 
 
 
 
TRANSFER  OF  COUNCIL  TAX  BENEFITS  TO  THE  HOUSING  DEPARTMENT  -  REALIGNMENT  
OF  BUDGETS  1998/99 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 

11 March 1999 when that Committee, inter alia, referred the report dated 25 February 1999 by the 
Director of Finance in relation to the transfer of Council Tax Benefits to the Housing Department and 
the need for realignment of budgets 1998/99 to this Committee for consideration, there was 
submitted the said report by the Director of Finance thereon. 
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Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 



 HOUSING  –  7 April 1999 
 

 

 

 
843 

HOUSING  AND  NEIGHBOUR  PROBLEMS:  REPORT  OF  MEMBER/OFFICER  WORKING  GROUP 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when it had been agreed to establish a Member/Officer Working Group on Housing and Neighbour 
Problems, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 March 1999 by the Director of Housing 
in respect of progress made to date by the Member/Officer Working Group (1) detailing (a) the remit 
of the Member/Officer Working Group on Housing and Neighbour Problems, and (b) all progress 
made to date; (2) indicating that a possible introduction for an operational framework for an out-of-
hours “Helpline“ had been considered; (3) intimating within Appendix 2 to the report, the Estate 
Management Procedures issued to Housing staff, with the Director of Housing reviewing current 
cases to identify a pilot complaint for an Anti-Social Behaviour Order; (4) informing within Appendix 3 
to the report, the procedures for the use of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders in respect of non-Council 
tenants, and (5) advising that the suspension of the “Right to Buy” for tenants perpetrating anti-social 
behaviour and the introduction of “Probationary Tenancies” which had initially been scheduled to be 
addressed within the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, had now been referred to the Scottish Parliament 
for consideration. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the policy and procedures incorporated in the Estate Management guidelines for the use 

of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders be approved; 
 

(2) that the action taken by the Director of Housing in entering into an agreement with, and 
indemnity for, disclosure of information by Strathclyde Police be homologated; 

 
(3) that the introduction, on a pilot basis, of a helpline service be approved, in principle, subject 

to a further report outlining the proposed financial and operational arrangements being 
submitted to a future meeting, and 

 
(4) that the position in relation to outstanding issues identified within the report be noted. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  ALLOCATION  POLICY 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 10 June 1998 

when, inter alia, it had been agreed that further reports be submitted to Committee for consideration 
regarding the Housing Allocation Policy, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 March 
1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of progress made by the Member/Officer Working Group 
on the Housing Allocation Policy (1) intimating the various issues considered by the Allocation and 
Homelessness Working Group, and (2) detailing within Appendices 1-5, the reports previously 
prepared by the Working Group. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Transitional Protection arrangements, as outlined in Option B within the report be 

adopted, whereby both old and new policies operate for a period of 3 months, with alternate 
vacancies being allocated according to the respective policy in place after which time only 
the new policy would prevail; 

 
(2) that in respect of Medical Assessment arrangements  

 
(a) Dr. James Sturgeon be appointed as the Medical Advisor to the Housing Department 

as successor to Dr. Jean Henderson;  
 
(b) office accommodation be made available to Dr. Sturgeon at the Motherwell Area 

Housing Office;  
 

C 

C 
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(c) a 4 week “trial period” be established to allow an assessment of costs involved, 
following which arrangements would be made to enter into a contract; 

(d) as with previous arrangements, all applications be referred, using a standard form, to 
the Medical Advisor, without the requirement to interview or examine patients; 

 
(e) all correspondence to applicants be undertaken by housing staff, and 
 
(f) in the event that specific medical information was required for the Medical Advisor’s 

use only, it would be sought by Dr. Sturgeon with any charges levied by GPs or 
consultants being met by the Council; 

 
(3) that the revised Allocation Policy Document, attached as Appendix 3 to the report be 

approved; 
 

(4) that, in respect of the allocation of Sheltered Housing, 
 

(a) calculation of points be awarded, in accordance with the existing scheme, and be 
carried out by the Assistant Area Manager (Housing Services) within each office; 

 
(b) applicants for Sheltered Housing be given the same degree of choice as any other 

applicant on the waiting lists, and 
 
(c) refusal of the offer of the tenancy of a Sheltered House should be considered in a 

similar manner to that adopted for refusal of offers on medical grounds, however, no 
penalty should be applied for refusal of an upstairs “amenity” house or a single 
apartment; 

 
(5) that applicants who were accepted on to the Waiting Lists as Council Tenants, but due to 

transfer of ownership of the house they occupied, became tenants of another landlord, should 
have their applications transferred to the General Needs List with the original application date 
retained; 

 
(6) that Areas of Choice, attached as Appendix 4 to the report be approved; 

 
(7) that percentage letting targets, as detailed within the report, be subject to further 

consultation, with any revised targets reported to a future meeting of the Committee; 
 

(8) that the progress made to date in respect of the implementation of the new Policy be noted, 
and 

 
(9) that a further report on the proposal to publish waiting lists be submitted to Committee for 

consideration in due course. 
 
 
Councillor G. Murray having moved continuation of the item but gaining no seconder asked that his 
dissent be recorded. 
 
 
 
RETENDERING  HOUSING  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS - CLIENT  SIDE  REVIEW 
 
11. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the terms and progress made in the review of client 
side operation be noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 March 1999 by the 
Director of Housing updating the current position on the client side review as a result of the revision 
of contract packages agreed by the Scottish Office (1) outlining within Appendix 1 to the report, the 
action plan for the Review of Client Side Operations for Housing Repairs and Maintenance; (2) 
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detailing the existing client appraisal systems, and (3) intimating the approaches required to create a 
robust and effective monitoring and financial control system. 



 HOUSING  –  7 April 1999 
 

 

 

 
846 

Decided: that the measures as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, for the provision of 
repairs service be approved. 

 
 
 
DLO  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS - BASIS  OF  PRICING  AND  BEST  
VALUE  DEVELOPMENTS 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 

held on 25 November 1998 when it had been agreed (1) that proposals set out in the letter of 
17 November 1998 from the Scottish Office as clarified in subsequent discussion with the Scottish 
Office and as set out in the report be accepted, with regard to the Building and Roads DLO - Section 
19B Direction, and (2) that further reports be prepared on the implementation of the steps which the 
Council required to take to meet the Secretary of State’s requirements, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 22 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding agreements reached in respect 
of aspects of the implementation plan between the Council and the Secretary of State advising (a) 
that discussions had taken place with the DLO and agreement reached that the current contract 
arrangements in respect of pricing of Schedule of Rates continue, and (b) that an appointment 
system be introduced with no change to the existing contract rates which would contribute to 
improvements in value for money, both in terms of quality of service delivery and operational 
efficiency within the DLO. 

 
Decided: that the agreements reached within the report and the improvements in value for 

money detailed within the report be approved. 
 
 
 
HRA  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  ALLOCATION  1999/2000 
 
13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) Capital Allocation for the financial year 1999/2000 (1) 
intimating that the Scottish Office had advised that the level of borrowing consent on next year’s 
Capital Programme had been set at £12.33m as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report and was in 
line with the base allocation set out at the same point last year, and (2) advising that as the 
1999/2000 Capital Programme assumed borrowing consent would be maintained at the current year’s 
level, no adjustment would be required to the working programme to reflect the confirmed level of 
consent. 

 
Decided: that the level of HRA Capital Allocation set by the Scottish Office for the financial year 

1999/2000 be noted. 
 
 
 
SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  CCTV  TENDERS 
 
14. The Director of Housing intimated that the item regarding the Servicing and Maintenance of CCTV 

Tenders be withdrawn meantime. 
 
 
 
SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  DOOR  ENTRY  SYSTEMS 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 30 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 October 

1998 when, inter alia, that it had been agreed that approval be given to the list of 6 contractors 
detailed within the report whom it was proposed be invited to tender for the contracts for the servicing 
and maintenance of door entry and CCTV and concierge systems respectively, and to the proposed 
method of tender evaluation which would take account of price and quality, there was submitted a 
report (docketed) dated 29 March 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of tender returns which 
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had proved to be insufficient to allow a recommendation for the award of the contract to be made 
(1) advising of the contract conditions; (2) detailing all tender returns and indicating that the 
evaluation model calculation was contained in Appendix 1 to the report; (3) intimating all future 
contractual arrangements and in which Appendix 3 to the report set out the proposed new contract 
letting timetable; (4) indicating that to allow for the continuation of the service, the Director of 
Housing be authorised to negotiate with the existing contractor Messrs. Scotshield, and (5) informing 
that the extension would be negotiated on the basis of the existing Conditions of Contract being 
applicable but, given that no increases had been applied over the past 3 years for the contract, a 5% 
uplift in existing rates apply, with the proposed extension covering the period from 17 May 1999 to 30 
September 1999. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the offer made by Messrs National Care Call be rejected; 

 
(2) that the offer made by Messrs Scotshield be rejected; 

 
(3) that approval be given for the contract to be readvertised as detailed within the report; 

 
(4) that the new contract letting timescale as illustrated within Appendix 3 to the report be 

approved, and 
 

(5) that the Director of Housing be authorised to negotiate an extension to the existing contract 
with Messrs. Scotshield. 

 
 
 
TENDER  FOR  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  SOLID  FUEL  AND  GAS  CENTRAL  HEATING  -  
SOUTH  DISTRICT 
 
16. The Convener intimated that the item relating to the Tender for Repair and Maintenance of Solid 

Fuel and Gas Central Heating - South District be withdrawn meantime. 
 
 
 
GROUND  INVESTIGATION  -  REDMIRE  CRESCENT,  ALLANTON 
 
17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

drainage problems within garden ground attached to houses in Redmire Crescent, Allanton, Shotts 
(1) outlining the background to the problem; (2) advising that after complaints from residents in the 
area regarding drainage problems, engineers Babtie Geotechnical provided proposals with costs in 
an effort to address and eliminate the problems; (3) proposing that an emergency relief well to drain 
water from below 33 Redmire Crescent, Allanton to an existing wetland area to the north be installed, 
and (4) intimating that the estimated cost was estimated at £27,000 (inclusive of engineers fees of 
£7,000). 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposed works be undertaken as additional work to the existing contract with 

Raeburn Drilling and Geotechnical Limited at an estimated cost of £27,000, subject to 
appropriate liaison, and 

 
(2) that the £27,000 be made available from the Major Repair element of the Capital 

Programme for the South District for 1999/2000 financial year. 
 
 
 
INSPECTION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTORS 
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18. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 January 

1999 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the placing of an advert inviting further expressions of 
interest for the lightning conductors contract be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 28 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding the response received from contractors to 
the Council’s recent advertisements for the inspection and maintenance of lightning conductors to 
Council’s housing properties (1) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, the response received to 
the Council’s advertisements; (2) intimating within Appendix 2 to the report that seven contractors be 
invited to tender for the contract; (3) proposing that the returned tenders be evaluated utilising the 
evaluation model previously agreed which would take account both of quality and price in evaluating 
submissions; (4) advising within Appendix 3 to the report, the revised contract letting timescale, and 
(5) indicating that the cost for the contract for inspection and maintenance of lightning conductors 
estimated at approximately £46,000 per annum, with the provision being contained within the 
Housing Revenue Repairs Budget. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposed list of seven tenderers to be invited to tender for the contract for inspection 

and maintenance of lightning conductors, as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report, be 
approved;  

 
(2) that the proposed method of tender evaluation which would take account of price and quality, 

as detailed within the report be approved, and 
 

(3) that the revised contract letting timescales as listed within Appendix 3 to the report, be 
agreed. 

 
 
 
SERVICING  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  REFUSE  CHUTES 
 
19. The Convener intimated that the item regarding the Servicing and Maintenance of Refuse Chutes be 

withdrawn meantime. 
 
 
 
INSPECTION/CERTIFICATION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  ROOF  ANCHOR  SYSTEMS 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 53 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 2 December 

1998 when it had been agreed that the issue of a contract document for inspection and maintenance 
of roof anchors for a two year duration, with a one year option be approved and that the timescale for 
letting of the contract and the contract conditions be noted, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 25 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding the response received from contractors for 
the inspection/certification and maintenance of roof anchor systems to Council’s housing properties 
(1) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, the response received to the Council’s advertisements; 
(2) advising that due to the tight timescale, the normal financial checks had not been undertaken on 
the companies who returned the Council’s pre-qualification questionnaire, therefore this exercise 
would be carried out in detail to all companies who returned tenders; (3) proposing that the returned 
tenders be evaluated utilising the evaluation model previously agreed which would take account both 
of quality and price in evaluating submissions; (4) intimating within Appendix 2 to the report, the 
revised contract letting timescale, and (5) indicating that the cost for the contract for 
inspection/certification and maintenance of roof anchor systems was estimated at approximately 
£100,000 per annum, with provision being contained within the Housing Revenue Repairs budget. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the proposed list of tenderers to be invited to tender for the contract for 
inspection/certification and maintenance of roof anchor systems, identified by an asterisk 
within Appendix 1 to the report, be approved; 

 
(2) that the proposed method of tender evaluation which would take account of price and quality, 

as detailed within the report be approved, and 
 

(3) that the revised contract letting timescale as listed within Appendix 2 to the report be noted. 
 
FLEXIBLE  TENURE  SCHEME   
 
21. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

the proposed introduction of a Flexible Tenure Scheme in conjunction with the West of Scotland 
Housing Association (1) advising that the Scheme was designed to assist (a) owner/occupiers who 
were facing re-possession due to mortgage difficulties, and (b) owners who were required to 
participate in major common repairs/improvements remain in their homes on an assured tenancy 
basis; (2) indicating that the scheme would improve the range of options which would be available to 
owners in the circumstances outlined within the report; (3) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, 
the proposed Flexible Tenure Scheme, and (4) proposing that the case of an owner at Laburnum 
Road, Viewpark who had previously had an application to repurchase rejected be re-visited to 
establish whether their circumstances had altered in the context of the availability of the Flexible 
Tenure Scheme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the introduction of a Flexible Tenure Scheme in conjunction with the West of Scotland 

Housing Association as detailed within the report be approved, and 
 

(2) that the case of the owner of Laburnum Road, Viewpark be re-visited and that he/she be 
made aware of the introduction of the Flexible Tenure Scheme as detailed within the report. 

 
 
 
WHITSON  FAIRHURST  -  NON  TRADITIONAL  HOUSES 
 
22. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 March 

1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that the upgrading of the houses of the non-traditional 
“Whitson Fairhurst” house type at Caldercruix and Cairnhill, Central District, be approved and that a 
prioritised programme, be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a 
report (docketed) dated 31 March 1999 by the Director of Housing (1) outlining the background to the 
Whitson Fairhurst houses in Cairnhill which were now classified as defective in terms of Housing 
Defects legislation; (2) advising that it was not essential for adjoining owners to participate in the 
necessary works funded under the capital programme and consequently the Council could progress 
the necessary work on its own houses; (3) intimating that since commencing the work in Cairnhill 
several owners had approached the Council regarding the possibility of being given grant assistance 
to address defects in their houses, and (4) detailing proposals to prioritise applications for grant 
assistance from Whitson Fairhurst owners subject to the conditions detailed within the report. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Housing be authorised to consider grant applications as detailed within 

the report, at the same time as the work was progressing on the Council’s own stock, and 
 

(2) that the Acting Director of Construction Services be authorised to negotiate an extension to 
the current contract with GF Sharp and Company Limited, Wishaw to include work on 
owner/occupied houses where appropriate. 

 
 

C 
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WEST  CRINDLEDYKE,  NEWMAINS  -  ESTATE  REGENERATION 
 
23. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 March 1999 by the Director of Housing (1) 

outlining the major estate management and property maintenance problems within the West 
Crindledyke area of Newmains, and (2) intimating all proposals in the form of three action plans.  
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the letting of all empty houses and those which became void within the 8 x 5 point blocks 
should cease as detailed within the report;  

 
(2) that the demolition of the 8 x 5 point blocks be carried out as detailed within the report;  

 
(3) that a feasibility study on future proposals for 5 x 5 point blocks be carried out as detailed 

within the report;  
 

(4) that a feasibility study be carried out in the central area of West Crindledyke as detailed 
within the report;  

 
(5) that the proposals for the future development of the areas as detailed within the report be 

progressed and submitted to Committee in due course, and 
 

(6) that in order to progress the demolition works to the 8 x 5 point blocks as detailed within the 
report, decant accommodation be established and, if required, a special rehousing status be 
managed by the Area Office, with home loss payments and disturbance allowances being 
paid as appropriate. 

 
 
 
MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION  -  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  NEXT  PRIORITY  LANGLOAN,  
COATBRIDGE 
 
24. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 March 1997 

when it had been agreed that the establishment and implementation of a Mini Estate Regeneration 
Programme 1997/98 be approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 March 1999 by 
the Director of Housing (1) outlining the background to and the work carried out to date within the 
Mini-Estate Regeneration Programme - Central District; (2) detailing the plans for advancing the 
Langloan Site into the Capital Programme commencing 1999/2000; (3) indicating within Appendix 1 
to the report, a plan identifying the area proposed for treatment; (4) proposing, that with the extent of 
work to be carried out, a three phase approach be implemented, with the first phase commencing in 
the financial year 1999/2000, and (5) informing that during the consultation exercise some owners 
and tenants within closes in Bank Street and Langloan Street had complained that their blocks and 
back courts were not included in the proposals, but that an extension to the project could not be 
recommended as the area required to be considered on the basis of need and compete for priority 
within the list of other projects previously identified. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Mini Estate Regeneration in the Langloan Area, Coatbridge be commenced in the 

financial year 1999/2000 with a three phase programme being developed as detailed within 
the report, and 

 
(2) that funds be committed within next year’s Capital Programme and subsequent years 

programmes anticipating overall costs of £1,500,000. 
 
 
 
MINI  ESTATE  REGENERATION  -  PENTLAND  ROAD,  WISHAWHILL,  WISHAW 
 
25. With reference to paragraph 27 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 January 

1999 when it had been noted that the lowest tender for the contract for the Mini Programme 1998/99 
Pentland Road, Wishawhill, Wishaw was that of Ogilvie Builders Limited, Stirling in the sum of 
£262,539.31, there was submitted a report dated 31 March 1999 by the Director of Housing proposing 
to include re-rendering work to the Mini Estate Regeneration Contract for Pentland Road, Wishawhill, 



 HOUSING  –  7 April 1999 
 

 

 

 
852 

Wishaw (1) advising that a recently agreed programme for re-render had been prepared based on 
need and that the re-rendering of the Pentland Road flats be included in the current contract, and (2) 
detailing that the budget cost of £125,000 could be accommodated within the re-render element of 
the Capital Programme for 1999/2000 for the South District. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposal for the additional works to be negotiated with the Contractor be approved, 

and 
 

(2) that if the terms negotiated were acceptable in terms of value for money and otherwise 
acceptable to the Housing Department as client, the Director of Administration, in 
consultation with the Convener accept the additional works contract in terms of the Contract 
Standing Orders. 

 
 
 
REPAYMENT  OF  OUTSTANDING  LOAN  DEBT  -  OLD  MONKLAND  STOCK  TRANSFER 
 
26. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 April 1999 by the Director of Housing in respect of 

additional resources received from the Scottish Office to repay the outstanding loan debt remaining 
on the Old Monkland housing stock which had been transferred to the Clyde Valley Housing 
Association (1) outlining the background to the stock transfer; (2) informing that the Director of 
Finance had now advised that the Scottish Office had transferred resources of approximately £2.8 m 
prior to 31 March 1999 to repay the outstanding loan debt; (3) indicating that the repayment of the 
outstanding loan debt on the housing stock transferred in Old Monkland would reduce loan charges in 
the financial year 1999/2000 and in subsequent years by approximately £366,000 per annum; 
(4) detailing the main options which would merit consideration to utilise the £366,000 saving, and 
(5) proposing that £66,000 be used to increase the contingency provision and £300,000 be allocated 
to the revenue repairs and maintenance budget under the heading of Adaptations to further reduce 
waiting lists and enable all Area Offices to deal with all outstanding cases with at least 10 points. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the additional resources of £2.8 m made available by the Scottish Office to repay the 

outstanding loan debt on stock transferred in Old Monkland be noted, and 
 

(2) that the revenue saving arising be allocated in the financial year 1999/2000 as follows:- 
 

Contingency Provision £66,000 
 
Adaptations £300,000 
 
Total £366,000 

 
 
 
LAND  SURPLUS  TO  REQUIREMENTS  ADJACENT  TO  SCHOOL  STREET,  SHOTTS 
 
27. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 11 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

an area of land adjacent to School Street, Shotts, as detailed within Appendix 1 to the report, which 
was surplus to requirements of the Housing Department and in respect of which the Director of 
Planning and Development had indicated that there were no proposals for developing the land. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the area of ground at School Street, Shotts be declared surplus to requirements of the 
Housing Department, and 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee to progress in accordance with the Council’s policy on surplus land. 
 
 
 
LAND  SURPLUS  TO  REQUIREMENTS  AT  GRANGE  AVENUE,  NETHERTON,  WISHAW  AND  
DYKEHEAD  ROAD,  HOLEHILLS,  AIRDRIE 
 
28. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 March 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding 

two areas of land (1) adjacent to Grange Avenue, Netherton as detailed within Appendix 1 to the 
report, and (2) at Dykehead Road, Holehills, Airdrie as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report, both 
areas of land which were surplus to requirements of the Housing Department and in respect of which 
the Director of Planning and Development had indicated that timing was now appropriate to market 
the sites. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the area of land adjacent to Grange Avenue, Netherton and the area of land at 

Dykehead Road, Holehills, Airdrie be declared surplus to requirements of the Housing 
Department, and 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee to progress in accordance with the Council’s policy on surplus land. 
 
 
 
PETITION  FROM  RESIDENTS  IN  SPRINGHILL,  SHOTTS  REGARDING  A  LANE  BETWEEN  
TULLOCH  ROAD  AND  APPIN  TERRACE 
 
29. There was submitted a report dated 16 March 1999 by the Director of Housing in response to a 

petition received from the residents in Springhill, Shotts regarding a lane between Tulloch Road and 
Appin Terrace (1) advising that the results from a survey carried out by the Director of Housing found 
that the residents within the vicinity of the lane and the residents in Morar Way and Tulloch Road 
were in favour of the closure of the lane, and (2) intimating that a metal gate and fence serving 
access to lock-ups be erected. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the closure of the lane be approved; 

 
(2) that the matter be remitted to the Planning and Development (Buildings and Property) 

Sub-Committee for consideration, and 
 

(3) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
(1)  “ADDRESSING  THE  ISSUE  OF  ANTI-SOCIAL  NEIGHBOURS” 
 
30. There was considered an invitation from Napier University to attend a Conference entitled 

“Addressing the Issue of Anti-Social Neighbours” to be held in Edinburgh on 26 April 1999. 
 



 HOUSING  –  7 April 1999 
 

 

 

 
854 

Decided: that one member of the Housing Committee be authorised to attend. 
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(2)  “FIRST  NATIONAL  REGENERATION  CONVENTION” 
 
31. There was considered an invitation from the National Council for Housing and Planning to attend a 

Conference entitled “First National Regeneration Convention” to be held in Brighton on 26, 27 and 
28 May 1999. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 
 
(3)  “FHP  CONGRESS  1999  CONNECTED  CITIES” 
 
32. There was considered an invitation from Connected Cities to attend a Conference entitled “FHP 

Congress 1999 Connected Cities” to be held in Glasgow on 19-23 September 1999. 
 

Decided: that one member of the Housing Committee be authorised to attend. 
 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Act. 
 
 
APPEAL  AGAINST  DECISION  NOT  TO  OFFER  A  PITCH  AT  KIRKLEE  ROAD  TRAVELLING  
PERSONS  SITE 
 
33. There was submitted a report dated 22 February 1999 by the Director of Housing regarding a 

decision made not to offer a pitch at Kirklee Road Travelling Persons Site to Mrs. M. 
 

Decided: that consideration of the matter be continued without discussion to a future Housing 
Committee. 


