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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee’s approval to convert the present warden’s 
house at 2 Pirnie Place, Kilsyth to an office for the warden and common room facilities for 
residents of the of the Pirnie Place Sheltered Complex. 

Bacbround 

Pirnie Place is a sheltered housing complex in Kilsyth comprising of 28 units. The warden’s 
house is also located within the complex. 

The complex has the services of a warden and relief warden. It also has the facilities of full 
community alarm cover linked to the control centre at Merrystone House, Coatbridge. 

When the complex was opened, the residents and wardens had the use of the adjacent vacant 
Burns Memorial Church Hall. This hall provided accommodation for an office and sleepover 
facilities for the wardens and community facilities for the residents. The use of the hall was 
withdrawn on 21 July 1998 following its closure. From that time, the warden has used her 
home within the complex for administrative purposes. There are no longer community 
facilities for the residents. 

The warden’s house is a purpose built three apartment property located at the entrance to the 
complex. In addition to the bedrooms, it has a substantial livinddining room area which 
extends over the entire width of the property. 

Following closure of the church hall, the facilities to allow the relief warden to carry out her 
sleepover duties were also withdrawn. As an interim measure, a vacant house at 27 Pirnie 
Place was identified to be used as a base for the relief warden providing an office and a 
bedroom. 

Considerations 

The warden’s house at 2 Pirnie Place is equipped as the main office serving the sheltered 
complex. All community alarm equipment is also installed at this location. 
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Due to the closure of the church hall in 1998, there is a lack of proper facilities for both 
wardens and also the residents who have nowhere to meet socially within the complex. 

The proposal, therefore, would be to re-house the permanent warden within mainstream 
housing close to the complex. The vacant warden’s house would then be converted to 
provide office facilities, a bedroom for the relief warden and a common room for residents. 

The relief warden would undertake her sleepover duties from the new office, although the 
permanent warden would carry out this function from her new house. Communication to the 
warden’s house would be via a direct telephone link or the community alarm provision. 
These arrangements would remain in place until any changes were implemented within the 
wardens’ conditions of employment. At present, conditions of employment stipulate that 
both the permanent warden and relief warden must carry out sleepover duties. 

The costs involved in these proposals will be borne out of the Area Office revenue budget. 
At present, the permanent warden pays rent of €1,894 per annum. This would be lost. The 
house provided for the relief warden, however, is currently incurring a notional rent loss of 
€1,800, Following conversion of the permanent warden’s house, the relief warden’s 
accommodation would be re-let realising an annual rent of €1,800. The net effect would 
therefore be a rent loss of E94 per annum. The conversion costs of the permanent warden’s 
house would be minimal given the fact that most of the required equipment is already located 
there. 

Planning approval would be required due to the change of use of the permanent warden’s 
house to a permanent office. 

It is recommended that Committee approve: 
> Re-housing of permanent warden to mainstream housing 
> Warden’s house be converted for use as office, sleepover facility and common room. 

Bacbround Papers 

Background papers are available within the Housing Department. 

Thomas &nzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 




