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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide additional background information requested by the Property Subcommittee. 

2. BACKGROUND 

When checking the extent of the Council’s title, it has become clear that the Council own an a 
additional area outwith the boundary of the former roads depot. The depot itself is in the 
process of being sold to Hydrex for €75,000, the highest bidder after marketing. The 
Company who are involved in providing equipment and personnel for the rail servicing 
industry will redevelop the depot to form their Scottish and North England Centre employing 
up to 110 people. 

3. DESCRIPTION 

The additional land extends to some 1.23 Ha (3.04 acres). It is rough ground and lies some 
3 metres below the level of the depot itself. It is accessed by a rough track which is itself 
badly overgrown. 

4. PREVIOUS REPORT 

The report to the Subcommittee recommended that the land be transferred to Hydrex at no cost 
as the land had no development value. If it had been included in the original sale it is unlikely 
that the bids would have increased. 

Members were concerned that the Company might be able to sell the land giving them a profit. 0 
5. CURRENT POSITION 

Hydrex were approached by the Department asking if they would take the additional land on 
the basis that it would be a liability to the Council. They reluctantly agreed and have been in 
discussion with Brightsite to deal with the land by planting trees on it. 

The Company are anxious to proceed with the development of the depot and will not take on 
the additional land if it holds up the original sale. 

6. COMMENT 

The Subcommittee’s concerns on the land being transferred at no cost are understandable. 
The possibility of the land being redeveloped in the future are remote given its situation, 
access and location. These combined with the fact that the Council own no other adjacent 
land, led to the recommendation that the land was seen as a liability which could be removed 
by including it in the original sale. 
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Any concern over the Company gaining in the future if the additional site were to be sold, can 
be covered by including a security in the sale. This would mean that if this were to occur the 
Council would recoup any difference in value. 

7. RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee approve the inclusion of the additional land in the sale of Duntilland 
Roads Depot to Hydrex at no additional cost. 

THOMAS % McKENZIE 

Director of Housing & Property Services 

7 



U1 

8 
3 
ru) cv 

Contents within the 
boundaries coloured 
red 1.23 ha or thereby. 

__ 
1111 

GROUND AT 

SALSBURGH 
SALSBURGH MC7 - 

OUNllLANO ROAD 

flaa3rt 
FORMER ROADS DEPOT 

PRWOSED DISPOSAL 

bIL K1303389 [ r m  2893 

U ’  I 
Lm Chdmers Aculm PIG 




