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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT A G E ~ A  ~TEM iku., 4 2 .~ 

Subject: Proposed Demolition of 
Janitor’s House, St Lucy’s 
Primary School, Cumbernauld 

Introduction 

Reference is made to my report to committee of 15 January 200 1 on the proposed demolition 
of the Janitor’s house at St Lucy’s Primary School. This report is in reponse to committee’s 
request for further information with regard to future options for the continued use of this 
accommodation. 

Bacbround 

The janitor’s house at St Lucy’s Primary School has lain empty for some time due to its poor 
condition. The janitor at the school currently occupies a house attached to another school 
and is about to take up occupancy of his own secure tenancy in another part of Cumbernauld. 

The Education and Community Services Departments have no plans to occupy the house or 
use the facility for any other non-residential purpose. 

The house, which sits within the school grounds, is now a target for vandalism. This is 
causing grave concerns to school staff and pupils in case the acts of vandalism start to affect 
the main school building. The Area Housing Manager has been approached by the Head 
Teacher of the school asking that a decision to remove the house be taken as quickly as 
possible. 

Current Position 

At the meeting of 1 February 2001 Committee asked if it was possible to repair the former 
janitor’s house with a view to reletting as a mainstream house or selling on the open market. 

As can be seen from the plan at appendix 1 the house is located within the boundary of the 
grounds of the school. Access is either via a pathway from the school gate or the road that 
leads to the staff car park. If it was deemed necessary, an exclusive access for the house 
could be constructed by the erection of a wall or fence from the school entrance although this 
would involve reducing the size of the school grounds to enable land to be transferred. It 
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would also incur substantial expense due to the distance involved from the school entrance to 
the house. 

The re-letting or sale of the house to a third party may also create issues of security for the 
primary school. Even if access was created for a new tenant or owner the fact remains that 
the house is located in the middle of the school grounds. Whilst every effort would be taken 
to carry out background checks on a new tenant no guarantees could be given on the 
suitability of any person taking up residence of the house in such a location. 

Recommendations 

Committee is asked to agree that due to its location, the janitor’s house at St Lucy’s Primary 
School is unsuitable either for re-letting or sale. 

Committee is also asked to agree that the house should be declared surplus to requirements 
and recommend that it be demolished as quickly as possible. 

Backmound Papers 

Background papers are available within the Housing Department. 

Thomas Q enzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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