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Motherwell, 29 March 2001 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Grant and Morris, Vice-Conveners; Councillors Brady, Chadha, 
Cox, Glavin, Gormill, Hogg, Lafferty, Lunny, Lyle, McElroy, McKendrick, McKeown, W. Martin, Mathieson, 
Morgan, G. Murray, Robertson, Ross, Shields, Smith, Valentine, Wallace and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer, Director of Housing and Property Services, Head of Housing Services, 
Head of Design Services, Chief Estates Officer and Benefits Manager, Senior Accountant and Principal 
Officer, Social Work Department. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Cassidy, Maginnis and Selfridge. 
 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE  MINUTES 
 
(1)  HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  OF 
       22  FEBRUARY  AND  19  MARCH  2001 
 
1. There was submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the Housing and Property Services (Special 

Cases) Sub-Committee held on 22 February and 19 March 2001. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
(2)  HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  (PROPERTY)  SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  7  MARCH  2001 
 
2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services (Property) 

Sub-Committee held on 7 March 2001. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
(3)  HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  (CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  AND  REPAIRS)  
       SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  8  MARCH  2001 
 
3. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services (Capital 

Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 8 March 2001. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
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FINANCIAL  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORT  -  HOUSING  HRA,  HOUSING  NON-HRA  AND  
PROPERTY  SERVICES 
 
4. There were submitted reports dated 5 and 12 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services (1) advising of the current spending levels of the Housing and Property Services 
Department for the period from 1 April 2000 to 4 February 2001; (2) providing a comparison of actual 
expenditure and income against the estimated expenditure and income and explanations of the more 
significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for the Housing HRA, Housing Non-HRA 
and Property Services budgets with details of major underspends and overspends. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 

 
 
 
REPORT  OF  CARERS  CONFERENCE  AND  CARERS  STRATEGY  FOR  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

22 March 2001 when, inter alia, (1) a report by the Director of Social Work detailing the North 
Lanarkshire Strategy for Carers 2001/2004 had been approved, and (2) the report was remitted to 
this Committee for information, there was submitted the said report dated 7 February 2001 by the 
Director of Social Work thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
A  HOME  FOR  THE  FUTURE  -  IMPLEMENTATION  PLAN 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held on 

22 March 2001 when, inter alia, (1) a report by the Director of Social Work detailing the 
implementation plan for “A Home for the Future” had been approved, and (2) the report was remitted 
to this Committee for information, there was submitted the said report dated February 2001 by the 
Director of Social Work thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
BETTER  HOMES  -  STRONGER  COMMUNITIES  -  ESF  OBJECTIVE  3  STAFFING 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of the Economic Development 

Committee held on 25 January 2001 when, inter alia, a report dated 11 January 2001 by the Director 
of Planning and Environment on Better Homes - Stronger Communities - ESF Objective 3 Staffing 
was remitted to this Committee for information, there was submitted the said report thereon. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ANNUAL  SOCIAL  SECURITY  UPRATING  -  APRIL  2001 
 
8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services in respect of changes in Housing Benefit entitlement from April 2001 (1) intimating 
that all Social Security benefits, including Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit were uprated in 
April of each year in line with the rate of inflation prevailing at the end of the previous September, 
and (2) detailing within Appendix A to the report, the current Housing Benefit entitlement and the new 
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entitlement from April of some typical Housing Benefit claims, incorporating the average rent 
increase for Council tenants of 4%. 

 
Decided: that the effect of the annual uprating of Social Security benefits and the annual rent 

increase on Council tenants in North Lanarkshire be noted. 
 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  (HRA)  2000/2001  SUPPLEMENTARY  CONSENT 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 March 

2000 when, inter alia, the Capital Programme for 2000/2001 was approved, there was submitted a 
report dated 2 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of an 
increase in the Council’s capital allocation for the current financial year (1) intimating that due to the 
allocation of additional funding for housing improvement and repair programmes, the Council’s 
2000/2001 HRA capital allocation had been increased by £129,000, and (2) proposing that the 
additional funding be allocated (a) to the purchase of additional carbon monoxide detectors to 
complete the remainder of the installation programme, and (b) to the acceleration of the programme 
to replace CCTV/concierge equipment in tower blocks. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the increase of £129,000 to the Council’s HRA Allocation to the current financial year be 

noted; 
 

(2) that the action of the Director of Housing and Property Services in allocating the 
supplementary consent as detailed within the report be homologated, and 

 
(3) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  (HRA)  2001/2002 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 December 

2000 when, (1) the outline Capital Programme (HRA) for 2001/2002 was approved, and (2) it had 
been agreed that further reports be submitted to future meetings to finalise annual spending plans in 
line with updated resource projections, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 March 2001 
by the Director of Housing and Property Services (a) detailing the 2001/2002 Capital Resources and 
the HRA Capital Programme Review, summarised at Appendix 1 to the report and shown in more 
detail at Appendix 2; (b) intimating that in finalising the spending plans for 2001/2002, every effort 
had been made to effectively target resources to the priorities already established by the Council, 
and (c) advising that the Programme also incorporated adequate flexibility to take account of the 
uncertainty of capital receipt levels and other influencing factors. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised Capital Programme, summarised at Appendix 1 and shown in more detail at 

Appendix 2 to the report, be approved on the understanding that the programme be closely 
monitored, with further reports submitted to Committee on any adjustments required during 
the course of the year, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
INTERIM  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  HOUSING  PLAN 
 

C 

C 
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11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services (1) advising of the background to the Housing (Scotland) Bill currently being 
considered by the Scottish Parliament which makes provision to replace housing plans with local 
housing strategies; (2) detailing proposals to develop an interim housing plan for North Lanarkshire 
for commencement in April 2001; (3) outlining the background, aims and objectives of the new local 
housing strategies; (4) proposing that, to ensure the Council had a strategic planning document 
setting out housing needs and investment priorities across the authority, an interim housing plan be 
developed in accordance with the proposals contained with the Housing (Scotland) Bill; (5) intimating 
that a Steering Group with representatives from the Housing and Property Services, Chief 
Executive’s, Planning and Environment and Social Work Departments and Scottish Homes had been 
established, to co-ordinate the production of the plan, and (6) indicating that the issues highlighted in 
the North Lanarkshire Local Housing Systems Analysis, the Three Year Joint Investment Strategy 
and the initial findings from the Stock Conditions Survey and Option Appraisal would be used to form 
the basis of the interim housing plan. 

 
Decided: that the approach detailed within the report, to develop an interim housing plan, 

pending further guidance from the Scottish Executive and which would be subject to 
further reports to a future meeting, be approved. 

 
 
 
HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT  SERVICE  PLAN  2001/2002 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 November 

2000 when, inter alia, the Housing and Property Services Department Draft Service Plan 2001/2002 
was noted, there was submitted a report dated 20 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval of the Departmental Service Plan for 2001/2002 (1) advising that 
following budget decisions, the plan had been reviewed, with no amendments required to the 
Department’s Strategic Aims and Priority Tasks as set out in the draft Plan, and (2) intimating that 
there would be regular reports on progress towards implementing the Service Plan at future meetings 
of the Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the terms of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that the draft Housing and Property Services Department Service Plan 2001/2002 be 

approved. 
 
 
 
ASSISTED  LIVING  DEVELOPMENT  -  AIRBLES  ROAD,  MOTHERWELL 
 
13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services in respect of progress made to date on the proposals for the allocation of 
properties and the staffing of the new Assisted Living Development at Airbles Road, Motherwell (1) 
outlining the background to, and the facilities available within the Development; (2) informing that a 
Project Group had been established with officials from the Housing and Property Services and Social 
Work Departments to ensure co-ordination of housing and support services and to agree procedures 
for the allocation of tenancies within the complex; (3) detailing the recommendations agreed by the 
Project Group with regard to the criteria for allocation, and the allocation process; (4) indicating that a 
points system would be used as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report; (5) advising of the staff 
required, and (6) detailing (a) the funding arrangements, provision for which had been made within 
2001/2002 HRA Revenue Estimates, and (b) the proposed allocation of charges outlined at Appendix 
2 to the report. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the allocation procedure for accommodation within the Assisted Living Development at 
Airbles Road, Motherwell as detailed within the report be approved; 

 
(2) that the staffing proposals as detailed within the report be approved; 

 
(3) that the funding arrangements as detailed within the report, be approved, with a further report 

regarding more detailed costs being submitted to a future Committee, and 
 

(4) that the report be remitted to the Social Work and Personnel Services Committees for 
information and consideration respectively. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  EXECUTIVE  - REFUGE  DEVELOPMENT  FUNDING 
 
14. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services in respect of an application for funding submitted to the Scottish Executive to 
increase the provision of refuge accommodation in North Lanarkshire for women and their children 
who had been subject to domestic abuse (1) advising that (a) the Scottish Executive had made 
available £10m through Scottish Homes to increase refuge provision over the next three years, and 
(b) local authorities had been invited to co-ordinate bids for funding which were available only to 
Housing Associations; (2) intimating that the Council had been successful in its bid for £242,000 to 
fund Cairn Housing Association to provide a new build refuge in Motherwell, and (3) setting out an 
outline application for funding within Appendix 1 to the report, submitted to the Scottish Executive on 
behalf of the Council’s multi-agency Domestic Abuse Working Group, for £300,000 to provide 
self-contained accommodation in Bellshill and Airdrie. 

 
Decided: that the submission of the bid to the Scottish Executive on behalf of the Council’s 

multi-agency Domestic Abuse Working Group for Refuge Development Funding be 
noted, with the outcome being reported to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
HARTHILL  AREA  HOUSING  OFFICE/SHOTTS  AREA  HOUSING  OFFICE  -  STAFFING  
REQUIREMENTS 
 
15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services regarding a review of staff requirements of the Shotts Area Housing Office as a 
result of the regeneration proposals at Eastfield and the opening of a new Housing Office at Harthill 
(1) outlining within Appendix 1 to the report, the current staffing structure within the Shotts Area 
Housing Office; (2) proposing (a) that the housing service be extended to the residents of Harthill, 
with a revised staffing structure at the Shotts and Harthill Area Offices attached as Appendix 2 to the 
report; (b) that in line with other area offices, an additional post of Senior Housing Officer grade AP4 
would be required to lead the local team and take forward the operation of the new office, and (c) that 
to reflect the additional workload, the post of Assistant Area Manager (Housing Services) in the 
Shotts Area Office be regraded to AP5; (3) advising that a team comprising a Housing Officer, Sector 
Maintenance Officer and Clerk would transfer from the Shotts Area Office, with an additional clerical 
post of GS1/2 also being required for the new office, and (4) intimating that the cost of the additional 
staff would be £34,649. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the revised structure and grades for the Shotts Area Housing Office to progress the 

opening of the office at Harthill and to take forward the future development within the 
regeneration area of Eastfield be approved, and  

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
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HOUSING  AND  COUNCIL  TAX  BENEFIT  ADMINISTRATION  -  VERIFICATION  FRAMEWORK  
 
16. With reference (1) to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing Committee held on 

10 March 1999 when, inter alia, (a) the creation of 11 additional posts within the Verification 
Framework for Housing Benefit and Council Tax Rebate Benefits Structure to reflect increased 
workload, and 2 Visiting Officers currently employed on a temporary basis to be assigned to 
implement the Verification Framework had been agreed, and  (b) all other action taken in respect of 
the Director of Housing's bid for funding was homologated, and (2) to paragraph 18 of the Minute of 
the meeting of this Committee held on 2 February 2000 when, inter alia, the appointment of 7 
temporary clerical assistants to deal with the increased workload arising from the Verification 
Framework for funding provided by the Department of Social Security at no cost to the Council had 
been approved, there was submitted a report dated 28 February 2001 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services (a) informing that the Council's bid had been successful and the Verification 
Framework had been introduced on 4 October 1999; (b) proposing that the temporary contracts of the 
Verification staff be extended until March 2004, and (c) advising that the Department of Social 
Security would continue to fund the project. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the continued funding of the Project be noted, and 

 
(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 

 
 
 
VOID  LOCK-UPS  RENT  LOSS  -  DEMOLITION  PROPOSAL  
 
17. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services seeking approval to demolish lock-ups at various sites throughout North 
Lanarkshire (1) outlining the background to, and the need for the demolition of various lock-ups; (2) 
summarising in Appendix 1 to the report, the number of empty lock-ups, their demand and condition; 
(3) advising that although tenants had been informed of available lock-ups for let, the demand for the 
various sites had remained at nil; (4) intimating (a) that demolition of the lock-ups would reduce the 
void rent loss of the Department by approximately £23,713.92 per annum, and (b) that it would be 
necessary for the Housing Finance Manager to make an adjustment to reduce the annual rental 
income of the Department by the same amount, and (5) proposing that the demolition of the lock-ups 
be carried out on a programmed basis and be funded from within existing Area Office budget 
provisions. 

 
Decided: that the demolition of Lock-Ups at the locations detailed within Appendix 1 to the 

report, be approved, with the exception of Arran Road and Lamlash Avenue, 
Motherwell and Chapel Street, Airdrie which had recently been let. 

 
 
 
NON-TRADITIONAL  HOUSES,  CLELAND  AND  NEWARTHILL  
 
18. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

(Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 11 January 2001 when it had been noted 
that the lowest tender for the contract for the Major Repairs Programme 2000/2001 - Non-Traditional 
Houses, Cleland and Newarthill, was that of AC Whyte & Company Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of 
£249,899.59, there was submitted a report dated 6 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services regarding a probable overspend in the Contract (1) advising that there had been 
difficulties with cavity filling the non-traditional type houses which had not been evident prior to the 
start of the contract; (2) intimating that the only suitable alternative would be the application of an 
externally insulated render system, and (3) indicating that negotiations had taken place with the 
contractor, and an additional sum of approximately £85,000 would now be required to complete the 
works. 
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Decided: that additional funding of approximately £85,000 to complete the additional works 

required be approved. 
 
 
 
PATH  (SCOTLAND)  -  REQUEST  FOR  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 
 
19. There was submitted a report dated 1 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in respect of a request for funding from PATH (Positive Action Training and Housing) (Scotland) 
(1) outlining the background to the organisation, which tackled the under representation of black and 
minority ethnic communities in employment in Scottish Housing, and (2) intimating that PATH had 
requested financial assistance of between £500 and £1,000 from the Council. 

 
Decided: that given the Council’s commitment to the development of equal opportunities 

throughout all areas of service provision, funding support of £500 be granted to PATH 
(Scotland). 

 
 
 
“MAKE  OUR  COMMUNITY  SAFER”  CCTV  CHALLENGE  FUND  BID   COMPETITION  2001-2002 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 November 

2000 when (1) the submission of bids to the Scottish Executive “Make Our Community Safer” 
Challenge Fund was noted, and (2) it was agreed that a report detailing successful bids and the 
financial implications would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted 
a report dated 20 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of the 
outcome of the submissions of bids to the "Make Our Community Safer" Challenge Competition 
2001-2002 (a) detailing the three funding bids submitted; (b) intimating that the only successful bid 
was Forgewood Microwave Link Upgrade, the total cost of which was £35,000, and (c) indicating that 
the Scottish Executive CCTV Challenge Fund would contribute £17,500, with the Council providing 
match funding for the project from the 2001/2002 HRA Capital Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the outcome of the CCTV Challenge Fund Bids be noted;  

 
(2) that the offer of £17,500 from the Scottish Executive for the Microwave Link at Forgewood 

be approved; 
 

(3) that approval be given to proceed with the work detailed within the report, with match funding 
provided from 2001/2002 HRA Capital Programme, and 

 
(4) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Environment Committee for information. 

 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL  IT  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN   
 
21. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 March 

2000 when the developments contained within the Departmental IT Development Plan for 2000/2001 
had been approved in principle, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 February 2001 by 
the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) highlighting within Appendix 1 to the report, the IT 
developments progressed during 2000/2001; (2) advising that a Development Plan outlining 
proposals for the development of information and communications technologies during 2001/2002 
had been prepared, as detailed within Appendix 2 to the report, and (3) intimating that the estimated 
cost of implementing the Plan was £300,000. 
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Decided: that the developments contained within the IT Development Plan for 2001/2002, as 
summarised in Appendix 2 to the report be approved, in principle and consideration be 
given to the financial implications in the 2001/2002 HRA Capital Programme Review. 

 
 
 
ROTATIONAL  CLOSURE  OF AREA  HOUSING  OFFICES  FOR  STAFF  TRAINING  -  
CONSULTATION  RESULTS 
 
22. With reference to paragraph 46 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 August 

2000 when it had been agreed that a feasibility study be carried out amongst service users on the 
possibility of rotational closure of Area Housing Offices for staff training and development purposes, 
after which findings and recommendations would be submitted to the Committee for consideration,  
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services advising that a consultation exercise had taken place, with the survey results 
confirming the service users’ support for the initiative. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to implement 

rotational closure of Area Housing Offices for staff training and development. 
 
 
 
CONVERSION  OF  COMMUNITY  HOUSE  -  19  HAMILTON  CRESCENT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 26 February 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services in respect of the future use of property at 19 Hamilton Crescent, Coatbridge (1) advising 
that following a meeting with residents of Hamilton Crescent Sheltered and Amenity Housing, the 
residents indicated that they no longer required the use of the property at 19 Hamilton Crescent; (2) 
indicating that future meetings of residents could be held in the Warden’s Office; (3) proposing that 
19 Hamilton Crescent, Coatbridge, be reinstated for let as Sheltered Accommodation, and (4) 
intimating that it would require approximately £13,000 to carry out the relevant conversion work to 
the property. 

 
Decided: that the conversion of 19 Hamilton Crescent, Coatbridge to let as a Sheltered House 

be approved. 
 
 
 
RESURFACING  OF  ACCESS  WALKWAYS,  NEW  STEVENSTON,  OVERTOWN  AND  WISHAW 
 
24. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

(Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 9 November 2001 when it had been noted 
that the lowest tender for the contract for the resurfacing of access walkways New Stevenston, 
Overtown and Wishaw submitted by Pirie and Company (Paisley) Limited, Paisley in the sum of 
£56,349.56 and was to be progressed by the Director of Administration, there was submitted a report 
dated 6 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) informing of a probable 
overspend to the contract amounting to £25,000, and (2) advising that the additional cost was 
attributable to the poor condition of existing concrete balcony walkways requiring extensive repair 
work only identified on removal of the asphalt surfaces. 

 
Decided: that the additional funding of £25,000 required to complete the contract works be 

approved. 
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HEATING  REPLACEMENT  PROGRAMME  2001/2002  -  GAS  MAINS  INFILL AND  GAS  MAINS  
CONNECTIONS 
 
25. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

(Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 10 August 2000 when it had been noted 
that the lowest tender for the contract for the Heating Replacement Programme 2000/2001 - Gas 
Mains Infill and Gas Mains Connections was that submitted by Transco Connections, Edinburgh in 
the sum of £270,291 and was to be progressed by the Director of Administration, there was submitted 
a report dated 8 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking authority to 
negotiate an extension to the contract with Transco Connections, Edinburgh for the provision of gas 
supply pipework (1) advising that as part of the Heating Improvement Programme 2001/2002, the 
provision of a new gas mains, branch supply mains and meters required to be provided to 
approximately 340 houses at an estimated cost of £65,000, and (2) intimating that as (a) the work 
was of a specialist nature, and (b) it was a statutory requirement for Transco, as the Public Gas 
Transporter to provide a gas service to properties within 23 metres of the existing gas mains at a 
subsidised rate, the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to negotiate with 
Transco Connections, Edinburgh for the provision of additional gas supply pipework as set out in the 
report. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to negotiate an 

extension to the contract with Transco Connections, Edinburgh for the provision of 
additional gas supply pipework as set out in the report. 

 
 
 
PROPOSED  EXTENSIONS  TO  SPECIALIST  SERVICES  REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE  
CONTRACTS 
 
26. With reference to (1) paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 16 June 

1999 when the tender for the contract for the servicing and maintenance of fire alarm systems 
submitted by Asco Extinguishers Company Limited, Glasgow, in the sum of £25,888 for a two year 
period, with an option of a one year extension, was approved; (2) paragraph 2 of the Housing and 
Property Services (Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 12 August 1999 when 
the tender for the contract for the inspection/maintenance and certification of roof anchor systems 
submitted by Messrs Roof-Edge Fabrications Limited, Glasgow in the sum of £53,774 for a two year 
period, with an option of a one or two year extension, was approved, and (3) paragraph 3 of the 
Housing and Property Services (Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 12 August 
1999 when the tender for the contract work inspection and maintenance to lightning conductors 
submitted by Messrs Brooke Edgely Specialist Limited, Wishaw in the sum of £33,261.55 for a two 
year period, with an option of one or two year extension, was approved, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 30 January 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking 
approval to an extension of the three measured term contracts for the provision of (a) inspection and 
maintenance of lightning conductors; (b) inspection/certification and maintenance of roof anchor 
systems, and (c) inspection/testing and maintenance of fire alarm systems and secondary fire alarm 
systems (A) advising that the three contractors had provided  satisfactory service, and (B) proposing 
1) that the option for a two year extension be utilised, and 2) that the contract rates be increased by 
3% for each year of the two year extension. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to extend the 

contracts for a further two years, with an increase of 3% in rates applying over each 
year to provide (1) the inspection and maintenance of lightning conductors; (2) 
inspection/certification and maintenance of roof anchor systems, and (3) inspection/ 
testing and maintenance of fire alarm systems and secondary fire alarm systems with 
Messrs Brooks Edgely Specialist Limited, Wishaw, Messrs Roof Edge Fabrications 
Limited and Asco Extinguishers Company Limited, Glasgow respectively. 
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CONTRACTS 
 
(1)  DEMOLITION  OF  168-186  TIREE  CRESCENT,  WEST  CRINDLEDYKE,  NEWMAINS 
 
27. There was submitted a report dated 5 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the demolition of 168-186 Tiree Crescent, West 
Crindledyke, Newmains was that of CEP Demolition Limited, Glasgow in the sum of £27,950, and (2) 
the Director of Administration was progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  UPGRADING  OF  ENTRANCE  AREA  AT  GLENCAIRN  TOWER,  MOTHERWELL 
 
28. There was submitted a report dated 26 February 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the upgrading of the entrance area at 
Glencairn Tower, Motherwell was that of Clark Contracts Limited, Paisley in the sum of £81,532.59, 
and (2) the Director of Administration was progressing this matter in terms of his delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(3)  DEFECTIVE  PITCHED  ROOF  PROGRAMME  2000/2001 
 
(a)  PHASE  26  SOUTH  AREA  (30  BLOCKS) 
 
29. There was submitted a report dated 8 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof Programme 
2000/2001 Phase 26 South Area (30 Blocks) was that of Helforn Limited, Glasgow in the sum of 
£286,709.12, and (2) the Director of Administration was progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(b)  PHASE  27  SOUTH  AREA  (23  BLOCKS) 
 
30. There was submitted a report dated 13 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

advising that (1) the lowest tender for the contract for the Defective Pitched Roof Programme 
2000/2001 Phase 27 South Area (23 Blocks) was that of Helforn Limited, Glasgow in the sum of 
£197,441.06, and (2) the Director of Administration was progressing this matter in terms of his 
delegated powers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
COLOURWASH  -V-  RE-RENDER  VALUE  FOR  MONEY  STUDY 
 
31. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services regarding the outcome of the Value for Money Study which examined the current 
planned maintenance activity of applying a Colourwash treatment to the exterior surfaces of Pre-war 
Modernised Houses with a view to replacement with a Re-rendering Programme; (1) outlining the 
background to the current Colourwash Programme and the proportion of work carried out under the 
Colourwash Budget; (2) intimating that the current average cost of applying (a) a Colourwash 
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treatment was £965 per house, guaranteed for 10 years, and (b) a Polymer Re-rendering System to a 
similar house was £2,215 per house with a minimum guarantee of 30 years; (3) indicating that, while 
the current colourwash method provided value for money, it required continuous investment on a 10 
year cyclical programme; (4) informing that, while, initially the re-rendering programme would be 
expensive, it would provide the Council with a minimum period of 30 years of a virtually maintenance 
free exterior surface to the housing stock; (5) proposing that (a) as the current colourwash contracts 
with private sector contractors were due to end in November 2001, with an option of an additional 
year, the contracts be terminated at the end of November 2001 in accordance with Contract 
Conditions, and (b) the new re-rendering contracts be issued for Competitive Tendering to 
commence in January 2002, and (6) advising that owner occupiers and tenants in the process of 
purchasing their Council house would continue to be excluded from the re-render programme in the 
same way as the existing Colourwash Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the implementation of a re-rendering programme for the pre-war modernised stock to 

replace the existing Colourwash Programme, to begin during the financial year 2001/2002 be 
approved, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to seek tenders from 

suitable contractors. 
 
 
 
SINGLE  TO  DOUBLE  GLAZING 
 
32. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing Committee held on 

10 March 1999 when the change in policy in respect of ongoing capital replacement programmes in 
terms of the upgrading of single glazing units to double glazing units was approved, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
in respect of progress made to date in the Window Replacement Programme (1) detailing the present 
situation with regard to work carried out, and work still to be carried out within the South, Central and 
North Districts, and (2) proposing that within (a) the South District, on completion of replacement of 
the medium performance timber treated single glazed windows, a programme be prepared and 
submitted to a future Committee for the upgrading of approximately 14,000 houses fitted with single 
glazed UPVC windows; (b) the Central District, tender documents be prepared for the replacement of 
single glazed UPVC windows to 45 houses at Gartlea and Glenmavis, Airdrie, and (c) the North 
District, 437 houses in the ex-CDC area, 87 houses in Kilsyth and 111 houses/flats in Moodiesburn 
have their single glazed windows replaced with double glazed UPVC windows. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the current on-going replacement window programme within the South 

District, which identified medium performance single glazed timber treated windows would be 
completed within approximately 15 months; 

 
(2) that on completion of the current programme, a chronological programme be prepared for 

the upgrading of approximately 14,000 houses fitted with single glazed UPVC windows and 
submitted to a future meeting of the Committee for approval; 

 
(3) that it be noted that on completion of the current Window Replacement Programme at 

Gartlea and Glenmavis, Airdrie all houses in the former Monkland area will have double 
glazed UPVC windows installed; 

 
(4) that it be noted that 437 Ex-CDC houses had been identified in an on-going programme to 

replace all the single glazed windows which would take approximately 6 years to complete; 
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(5) that single glazed timber windows fitted in 87 houses in Kilsyth be replaced with double 
glazed UPVC windows, and 

 
(6) that single glazed timber windows fitted in 111 houses/flats in Moodiesburn be replaced with 

double glazed UPVC windows, and that on completion of the Programme, the upgrading of 
single glazed windows be replaced with double glazed sealed units in 1,802 houses in 
Moodiesburn fitted with single glazed UPVC windows. 

 
 
 
CLOSE  CLEANING  SERVICES 
 
33. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing Committee held on 

21 October 1998 when that Committee had noted proposals by the Director of Housing to implement 
a pilot project for close cleaning services in certain areas, with a view to assessing the suitability and 
practicability of introducing a comprehensive service throughout North Lanarkshire, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 20 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
regarding the evaluation process which had been undertaken on the close cleaning services pilot 
contract (1) advising that the Contractor’s performance had been satisfactory and an extension to the 
pilot contract would provide an overall effective service and was regarded as value for money; (2) 
proposing that a further 280 properties which had an internal close and stair be included in the 
contract; (3) intimating that the Divisional Managers for the North and South District had selected 140 
properties per district for inclusion in the contract, with the properties selected on the basis of the void 
houses initiative areas, and set out within Appendix 2 to the report, and (4) recommending (a) that 
the four Contractors previously approved by the Committee and identified by asterisk within 
Appendix 3 to the report, subject to confirmation of their financial suitability and the Department of 
Community Services be invited to tender for a three year term Council-wide contract to provide a 
close cleaning service; (b) that the new contract be scheduled to commence on 30 July 2001, with 
the contract being awarded on the basis of 70% price and 30% quality, and (c) that the Director of 
Housing and Property Services be authorised to negotiate an extension to the existing pilot contract 
on the basis of a 3% increase on the existing rates, with the financial provision for the service of 
£242,000 included in the Housing Revenue Account 2001/2002. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a further 280 properties with an internal close and stair, and identified within Appendix 2 

to the report, be included within the close cleaning service; 
 

(2) that the four Contractors previously approved by the Committee and identified by asterisk 
within Appendix 3 to the report, subject to confirmation of their financial suitability and the 
Department of Community Services be invited to tender for a three year term Council-wide 
contract to provide a close cleaning service, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to negotiate an extension to 

the existing pilot contract on the basis of a 3% increase on the existing rates. 
 
 
 
ANNUAL  SERVICING  OF  GAS  AND  SOLID  FUEL  APPLIANCES  - DENIAL  OF  ACCESS  TO  
PROPERTY  BY  TENANTS 
 
34. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 August 

2000 when inter alia, procedures for dealing with the denial of access by tenants to property in 
respect of the Annual Servicing of Gas and Solid Fuel Appliances were approved, there was 
submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 
in respect of amending the previously approved procedure for dealing with denial of access by 
tenants in respect of servicing of Gas and Solid Fuel Appliances (1) outlining the background to and 
the need for the Council to gain access to service gas and solid fuel appliances annually; (2) detailing 
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the previously approved procedure whereby if no contact was made by tenants after they had been 
informed, the Council would take access to the property in terms of Section 317 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 1987; (3) advising (a) that the Head of Legal Services had now recommended that a 
more detailed procedure for dealing with the situation be adopted, to ensure full compliance with the 
legislation, and (b) that consequently the previously approved procedure for dealing with denial of 
access by tenants had not been implemented; (4) recommending a new procedure as detailed in 
Appendix 1 to the report, which would be integrated into the estate management procedures when 
approved, and (5) indicating  that after introduction it may be necessary, due to operational reasons, 
to make minor adjustments, with any changes of a substantial nature being reported to a future 
meeting of the Committee. 

 
Decided: that the revised procedure for dealing with the denial of access by tenants in respect of 

the servicing of Gas and Solid Fuel Appliances as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, 
be approved. 

 
 
 
VOID  INITIATIVE  -  STAFFING  PROPOSALS 
 
35. There was submitted a report  dated 19 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services regarding the creation of  a dedicated team of staff within both the North and South 
Divisions to take forward the strategies which had been developed aimed at reducing the weekly void 
rent loss (1) outlining the background to and the need for the creation of a dedicated team of staff; (2) 
proposing (a) that a dedicated Project Team within each Division be established, reporting directly to 
the Divisional Support Managers to co-ordinate and monitor the strategies aimed at further reducing 
the void rent loss for a 12 month period, and (b) that two Housing Officers AP2/3, two Maintenance 
Officers Tech 2/3 and two Clerks GS1/2 be seconded to the two Project Teams, and (3) advising that 
the substantive posts would be filled during their temporary absence and the associated cost of 
covering the relevant posts was £93,000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the secondment of six staff as detailed within the report, and the subsequent temporary 

filling of the posts until 31 March 2002, be approved, and 
 

(2) that the report be remitted to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  CARE  AND  REPAIR  PROJECT  -  APPOINTMENT  OF  MANAGING  AGENT 
 
36. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing Committee held on 

11 March 1998 when, inter alia, it was agreed to appoint Clyde Valley Housing Association as 
Managing Agents for the North Lanarkshire Care and Repair Project, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 1 March 2001 by the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Social Work 
setting out options for the appointment of a managing agent to operate the care and repair scheme in 
North Lanarkshire for 2001/2004 (1) outlining the background to the North Lanarkshire Care and 
Repair Scheme; (2) setting out Clyde Valley Housing Association’s proposals to take the project 
forward, the key features of which were the provision of a more focussed approach to target care and 
repair assistance to those individuals who most need it and the setting of priorities for serious 
disrepair cases and for disabled adaptations, and (3) providing options for the Business Plan for the 
project for the next three years including financial projections. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that Clyde Valley Housing Association be re-appointed to manage the North Lanarkshire 

Care and Repair Scheme for the period up to 31 March 2004; 
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(2) that the option 1 budget as detailed in the Business Plan be approved for 2001/2002, and 
agreed in principle, for 2002/2003 and 2003/2004, and 

 
(3) that the current revenue funding arrangements based on a split of 40% for the Council, 40% 

Scottish Homes, and 20% Lanarkshire Health Board for the project be continued. 
 
 
 
SCOTTISH  EXECUTIVE  PROPOSALS:  “IMPROVING  HOUSING  QUALITY  IN  SCOTLAND” 
 
37. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services regarding the Scottish Executive’s proposals for initiatives designed to improve the 
quality of private housing in Scotland and seeking approval to respond to the Scottish Executive on 
the proposed Index of Housing Quality (1) detailing within Appendix 1 to the report, the Scottish 
Executive’s consultation paper, and (2) setting out within the report, the Council's response to the 
consultation paper on the proposed Index of Housing Quality. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Scottish Executive’s proposals be noted, and 

 
(2) that the comments within the report form the basis of the Council’s response to the 

Consultation Paper on the proposed Index of Housing Quality be approved. 
 
 
 
OLD  MONKLAND  REGENERATION  -  67/89  WOODSIDE  STREET 
 
38. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 August 

2000 when, inter alia, (1) the development of proposals for the transfer of the block at 67-89 
Woodside Street to Clyde Valley Housing Association had been approved, and (2) the Director of 
Housing and Property Services had been authorised to apply to the Scottish Executive for new 
housing partnership funding to implement the proposals, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 6 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of progress made to 
date in securing funds to extend the Old Monkland Regeneration area to include the block of flats 
owned by the Council at 67-89 Woodside Street (a) advising that the Scottish Executive had 
indicated that no additional New Housing Partnership Funding would be available; (b) indicating that 
Scottish Homes was prepared to fund Clyde Valley Housing Association to undertake the demolition 
of the block and to redevelop the site for housing for rent; (c) proposing (A) that if Scottish Homes 
funded the development costs, the Council would meet the home loss and disturbance payments for 
tenants at an approximate total cost of £22,000, and (B) that following the rehousing of tenants, the 
block and associated land be transferred to Clyde Valley Housing Association in return for the 
Council receiving 100% nomination rights to the properties for the first two years, and 50% thereafter, 
and (d) intimating that if any tenant wished to be re-housed by the Council, they would be granted 
priority status for rehousing. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that availability of Scottish Homes funding to incorporate the Woodside Street site within the 

wider regeneration of Old Monkland be noted; 
 

(2) that priority status be given to tenants who wished to be re-housed by the Council as detailed 
within the report; 

 
(3) that the payment of Home Loss and Disturbance Allowance to all eligible tenants within the 

block be approved, and 
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(4) that the transfer of the block at 67-89 Woodside Street and adjoining land, to Clyde Valley 
Housing Association, in exchange for nomination rights be approved, with the details of the 
transfer being the subject of a report to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
ESTATE  REGENERATION  -  MUIRHOUSE,  MOTHERWELL  -  FINAL  PHASE 
 
39. With reference to paragraph 45 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 September 

1999 when, inter alia, the disposal of two areas of land adjacent to Grange Tower, Motherwell, to 
Wishaw and District Housing Association for the final development phase of the Estate Regeneration 
Project at Muirhouse, Motherwell, was approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
6 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding amendments to be made 
to the final development phases at Muirhouse, Motherwell (1) advising that during the course of 
developing the proposals, anomalies had arisen with various factors such as ground conditions, 
house types, number of houses on site and grant funding; (2) detailing a revised option for the use of 
the areas of land which was currently being pursued by Wishaw and District Housing Association, and 
(3) outlining revised proposals designed to ensure an improved distribution of new build houses for 
rent, sale and possible low cost home ownership. 

 
Decided: that the revised option for the use of the site involving a revised mix of new housing 

for rent, sale and low cost home ownership as detailed within the report be noted. 
 
 
 
ACCOMMODATION  UNIT,  WEST  HAMILTON  STREET,  MOTHERWELL 
 
40. There was submitted a report dated 20 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

(1) indicating that the lowest tender for the contract for the Accommodation Unit, West Hamilton 
Street, Motherwell was that of J.B. Bennett (Contracts) Limited in the sum of £494,949.81, and 
(2) proposing that the shortfall in funding between the Scottish Executive grant of £345,740 and the 
tender amount of £494,949.81 be met from the HRA Capital Programme 2001/2002. 

 
Councillor McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor Wilson, moved 
 
(1) that the tender submitted by J B Bennett (Contracts) Limited in the sum of £494,949.81 for 

the erection of a new 2 storey building at West Hamilton Street, Motherwell be approved, and 
 

(2) that the funding arrangements for the project be noted. 
 

Councillor Valentine, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved as an amendment that the tender 
submitted by J B Bennett (Contracts) Limited in the sum of £494,949.81 for the erection of a new 2 
storey building at West Hamilton Street, Motherwell be not approved. 

 
On a vote being taken 5 Members voted for the amendment and 18 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the tender submitted by J B Bennett (Contracts) Limited in the sum of £494,949.81 for 

the erection of a new 2 storey building at West Hamilton Street, Motherwell be approved, and 
 

(2) that the funding arrangements for the project be noted. 
 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION  OF  NEW  RENT  ACCOUNTING  IT  SYSTEM 
 



 HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  –  29 March 2001 
 

 

 

 
566 

41. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 
Property Services seeking approval to create a dedicated team of staff to implement the new Rent 
Accounting IT System (1) outlining the background to the implementation of the new Rent Accounting 
IT System which would be managed by the Housing Finance Manager; (2) detailing the staff required 
and period of secondments, and (3) advising that the substantive posts would be filled during their 
temporary absence and the associated cost of covering the posts would be £39,109. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the transfer of three staff as detailed within the report, and the subsequent temporary 

filling of their posts until 31 March 2002 be approved, and 
 

(2) that the report be referred to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
ESTATE  REGENERATION  PROJECT  PHASE  II,  CLARKSTON,  AIRDRIE 
 
42. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 29 November 

2000 when, inter alia, the demolition of blocks of flats at Cameron, Ogilvie and Erskine Courts, 
Airdrie had been approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 March 2001 by the 
Director of Housing and Property Services advising of revised proposals in respect of the Estate 
Regeneration Project Phase II, Clarkston, Airdrie (1) intimating that Scottish Homes could no longer 
fund the demolition of Cameron, Ogilvie and Erskine Courts due to limited financial resources and 
commitments elsewhere within North Lanarkshire; (2) indicating that they would still be prepared to 
consider supporting a new housing development on the site; (3) proposing that the demolition costs 
for the three blocks be funded from the HRA Capital Programme 2001/2002, and (4) intimating that 
proposals for the cleared site would be further developed with Scottish Homes and reported to a 
future meeting of the Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the demolition costs of the blocks at Cameron, Ogilvie and Erskine Courts be met from 

the Housing Capital Budget 2001/2002, and 
 

(2) that a further report on proposals for the area be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee. 

 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION  OF  JOINT  EQUIPMENT  AND  ADAPTATIONS  WORKING  GROUP  -  
PROGRESS  REPORT 
 
43. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 November 

2000 when, inter alia, the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Social Work were 
authorised to bring forward a report on the implementation plans in respect of the recommendations 
of the Joint Equipment and Adaptations Member/Officer Working Group to a future meeting of the 
Committee, there was submitted a joint report (docketed) dated 7 March 2001 by the Directors of 
Housing and Property Services and Social Work summarising in Appendix 1 to the report, progress in 
implementing the recommendations of the Joint Equipment and Adaptations Member/Officer 
Working Group. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the progress in implementing the recommendations of the Joint Equipment and 

Adaptations Member/Officer Working Group be noted, and 
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(2) that further progress reports advising of progress made in implementing the decisions of the 
Joint Equipment and Adaptations Member/Officer Working Group be submitted to future 
meetings of the Housing and Property Services and Social Work Committees. 
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HRA  PORTFOLIO  OF  LAND/PROPERTY  SURPLUS  TO  REQUIREMENTS 
 
44. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services setting out details of various sites at Findlay Street/Adele Street, Motherwell, 
Lithgow Place, Cleland, Shottskirk Road, Shotts, Woodside Avenue, Kilsyth and Blackcroft Avenue, 
Gartness, which were surplus to the requirements of the Housing and Property Services Department. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the various sites identified in the report be declared surplus to requirements of the 

Housing and Property Services Department, and 
 

(2) that the sites be disposed of in accordance with the Council’s policy on surplus land and 
property. 

 
 
 
LAND  AT  LOANHEAD  ROAD,  NEWARTHILL  -  JOINT  DISPOSAL  WITH  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  
WATER  AUTHORITY 
 
45. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

(Property) Sub-Committee held on 9 August 2000 when, inter alia, it had been agreed (1) to appoint 
NAI Gooch Webster, to act as marketing agents on behalf of the Council and the West of Scotland 
Water Authority for the disposal of a site at Loanhead Road, Newarthill, and (2) that the Head of 
Property submit a report on all offers received to a future meeting, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 2 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of the 
sale of Council land at Loanhead Road for residential development purposes; (a) advising that an 
offer for the land had been received from Dawn Homes Limited, which was suspensively conditional 
on a series of issues including detailed planning permission, road construction consent and 
satisfactory ground investigation reports, and (b) intimating that the Council’s share of the sale 
receipt would be £255,000, which was 15% based on a simple pro rata apportionment of relative land 
areas. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the offer received from Dawn Homes Limited for the site at Loanhead Road be 

approved; 
 

(2) that the Council’s share would be £255,000, which was 15% of the sale receipt, and 
 

(3) that all other terms and conditions be adjusted by the Head of Property. 
 
 
 
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  KENILWORTH  HOUSE,  BLAIRHILL  STREET,  COATBRIDGE 
 
46. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

(Property) Sub-Committee held on 10 January 2001 when the Head of Property was requested to 
submit a report to a future meeting of the Housing and Property Services Committee on the options 
available to the Council with regard to the possible removal of Category B status and the disposal of 
Kenilworth House, Blairhill Street, Coatbridge, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
19 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of the current position 
regarding the proposed marketing of Kenilworth House, Blairhill Street, Coatbridge (1) outlining the 
background to Kenilworth House, a Listed Category B building situated within the Blairhill 
Conservation Area of Coatbridge which had been declared surplus to the Council's operational 
requirements; (2) proposing that in an attempt to reconcile the best capital receipt, whilst sustaining 
the nature of the development within the Conservation Area, development be restricted to Kenilworth 
House being sold with the potential to reinstate the property to a single dwelling or sub division of up 
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to four flats; (3) intimating that its disposal would provide an opportunity for further development on 
the additional area of land, with it being limited to a further single detached dwelling or a single 
property comprising two semi-detached houses or four flatted dwellings, and (4) indicating that a 
Building Agreement to control the development prior to sale would be required. 

 
Decided: that the proposals for the disposal and development of Kenilworth House and its 

adjoining grounds as detailed in the report be approved. 
 
 
 
PROPOSED  DEMOLITION  OF  JANITOR'S  HOUSE,  ST.  LUCY'S  PRIMARY  SCHOOL,  
CUMBERNAULD 
 
47. With reference to paragraph 34 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 

2001 when the proposal for the demolition of the janitor's house at St. Lucy's Primary School, 
Cumbernauld, was continued, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 19 February 2001 by 
the Director of Housing and Property Services advising of options for the continued use of the 
janitor's house at St. Lucy's Primary School, Cumbernauld (1) outlining the background to the 
property which was empty and in poor condition; (2) indicating that the Directors of Education and 
Community Services had no plans to occupy the house or use the facility for any other non 
residential purpose; (3) advising (a) that the house was located within the boundary of the grounds of 
the school, and (b) that while an exclusive access for the house could be constructed, it would require 
to be constructed at considerable expense, due to the distance involved from the school entrance to 
the house, and (4) intimating that the reletting or sale of the house to a third party may create issues 
of security for the school.  

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Janitor’s house at St Lucy’s Primary School, Cumbernauld be declared surplus to 

requirements, and  
 

(2) that the Head of Property be authorised to make the necessary arrangements for the 
demolition of the property. 

 
 
 
RIGHEAD  INDUSTRIAL   ESTATE,  BELLSHILL  -  BARLOWS  SCOTLAND  LIMITED  -  VARIATION  
TO  HEAD  LEASE  AND  PARTIAL  ASSIGNATION  OF  SMALL  SITE  AT  ENTRANCE  TO  ESTATE 
 
48. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 5 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services seeking approval to the variation/partial assignation of the Head Ground Lease C, 
Righead Industrial Estate, Bellshill (1) advising (a) that the tenants, Barlows Scotland Limited, had 
provisionally agreed to assign the small site at the entrance of the Estate to Strathclyde Business 
Park (Developments) Limited, and (b) that there was no further ground rent payable under the Head 
Leases, and (2) indicating that a provisional agreement had been reached with Barlows Scotland 
Limited, with the main terms and conditions for the variation/partial assignation of Head Ground 
Lease C being (a) that the term of the lease be extended to 175 years; (b) that the tenant be 
responsible for payment of the Council's reasonable legal costs, stamp duty, registration dues etc. 
and (c) that any other terms and conditions considered necessary be made by the Director of 
Housing and Property Services and Director of Administration. 

 
Decided: that the provisional agreement as detailed within the report be approved. 

 
 
 
CAR  PARK:  QUARRY  STREET,  SHOTTS  -  PROPOSED  SALE 
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49. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 
2001 when, inter alia, the provisional agreement reached with SMS Construction for the sale of the 
car park at Quarry Street, Shotts, for £20,000 had been approved, there was submitted a report dated 
6 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking authority for a minor 
variation to the sale of the disused car park at Quarry Street, Shotts (1) intimating that instead of the 
car park being sold to SMS Construction Limited, the purchasers preferred the ground to be acquired 
by Dykehead Developments Limited, the development arm of SMS Construction Limited, and 
(2) advising that all other aspects of the provisional arrangement remained unaltered. 

 
Decided: that approval be given that the car park at Quarry Street, Shotts, be sold to Dykehead 

Developments Limited instead of SMS Construction Limited. 
 
 
 
SITE  AT  COATBRIDGE  ROAD,  GLENMAVIS 
 
(1)  REMIT  FROM  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  26  FEBRUARY  2001 
 
50. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services Committee 

held on 28 March 2001 when that Committee having considered a report of 26 February 2001 by the 
Director of Community Services had agreed, inter alia, that (1) an area of land currently occupied by 
Glenmavis Community Centre at Coatbridge Road, Glenmavis be declared surplus to requirements 
and held for the purpose of redevelopment by Headway Developments, and (2) the report be 
remitted to this Committee for its consideration, with a view to the transfer of the land to Headway 
Developments in return for the provision of a new Community Centre, there was submitted the said 
report dated 26 February 2001 by the Director of Community Services thereon. 

 
Decided: that the Head of Property be authorised to dispose of an area of land currently 

occupied by Glenmavis Community Centre at Coatbridge Road, Glenmavis. 
 
 
 
(2)  DISPOSAL  OF  LAND 
 
51. With reference to the preceding paragraph, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 March 

2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services seeking authority to enter into an agreement 
to dispose of two areas of land in Coatbridge Road, Glenmavis, one of which was the current location 
of the Glenmavis Community Centre, in return for the provision of a new community facility for 
Glenmavis (1) outlining the background to the request by Headway Developments, which proposed to 
develop 60 residential units and 5 shops; (2) intimating that a provisional agreement had been 
reached with the Director of Community Services and Dundas Estates on the standard of a 
community facility which would be provided, costing approximately £400,000; (3) advising that (a) the 
current value of the two areas of land was approximately £100,000, and (b) that the costs of 
demolishing the existing hall would be required to be deducted from that figure, and (4) proposing 
that as part of the transfer, the Council enter into a formal agreement regulating the manner in which 
the Community Centre would be built, the timing of the transfer of the Council's land and ensuring 
that the appropriate guarantees were in place to protect the Council's position. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the two areas of land detailed within the report be disposed of to Dundas Estates and 

Development Company Limited, in return for the provision of a new Community Hall, and 
 

(2) that all other terms and conditions be adjusted by the Head of Property. 
 
 
REPORTS  AND  INFORMATION  UPDATE 
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52. There was submitted a report dated 20 February 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services detailing a list of useful reports and information which had been received by the Housing 
and Property Services Department. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

PETITIONS 
 
(1)  RESIDENTS  AT  BRAESIDE  AVENUE/MARNOCH  WAY,  MOODIESBURN  -  UPDATE  REPORT 
 
53. With reference to paragraph 49 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 May 2000 

when, inter alia, the action taken by the Area Housing Officer in relation to a petition received from 
residents of Braeside Avenue and Marnoch Way area, Moodiesburn had been approved, there was 
submitted a report dated 28 February 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) 
intimating that only three incidents had been reported in the last six months, and (2) advising that the 
Estate caretakers now regularly sweep and clear the lanes adjacent to Braeside Avenue, giving 
weekly updates to the Area Housing Officer. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  DUNBETH  COURT,  COATBRIDGE 
 
54. There was submitted a report dated 5 March 2001 in response to a petition received from residents of 

Dunbeth Court, Coatbridge, in relation to the relocation of a Pedestrian Gate at Muiryhall Street, 
Limited Car Parking and the Concierge Facility at Dunbeth Court, Coatbridge (1) proposing that the 
pedestrian gate at Muiryhall Street, Coatbridge be relocated; (2) advising that as approximately 
20 lock-ups were empty within the development, the Director of Housing and Property Services had 
undertaken an exercise to raise tenant awareness, which may alleviate the parking problems, and (3) 
indicating that additional concierges had already been employed at Dunbeth Court, in line with the 
Concierge Review.  

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(3)  RESIDENTS  OF  CALDERGROVE,  MOTHERWELL 
 
55. There was submitted a report dated 9 January 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from residents of Caldergrove, Motherwell regarding anti-social 
behaviour in the area (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the petitioners; (2) 
intimating that the Area Housing Officer had investigated the complaint and advised the petitioners to 
contact the police to discuss their concerns, and (3) indicating that the Area Housing Officer would 
liaise with the Police and monitor the situation. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(4)  RESIDENTS  OF  BELLSHILL 
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56. There was submitted a report dated 12 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from residents of an area in Bellshill objecting to a tenant transfer 
(1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the petitioners; (2) advising that the Area 
Housing Officer had met with the petitioners; (3) intimating that following investigations by the Area 
Housing Officer, the mutual exchange had been approved, and (4) informing (a) that a further 
meeting had been arranged with petitioners at the Bellshill Area Housing Office, with the Area 
Housing Officer monitoring the situation, and (b) that should any complaints be received, the Area 
Housing Officer would respond under the agreed Estate Management procedures. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(5)  RESIDENTS  OF  NEW  VIEW  DRIVE/PLACE/CRESCENT, BELLSHILL  REGARDING  ANTI-SOCIAL   
      BEHAVIOUR  IN  THE  AREA 
 
57. There was submitted a report dated 14 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from residents of an area in Bellshill objecting to the allocation of a 
property due to alleged anti-social behaviour (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by 
the petitioners; (2) advising that (a) the Area Housing Officer had interviewed petitioners, and (b) that 
the tenant in question had been interviewed and advised of the recent allegations; (3) intimating that 
investigations confirmed that no evidence of anti-social behaviour could be substantiated and an 
offer of accommodation was issued, resulting in a further petition being received; (4) indicating that 
further contact had been made with the Petitioners, however, no new incidents of alleged behaviour 
could be substantiated, and (5) informing (a) that assurances had been given to the petitioners that 
the new tenancy would be subject to the standard conditions of tenancy, and (b) that any breach of 
conditions would be dealt with under the Department’s Estate Management procedures. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(6)  PRAM  STORES,  CLUNIE  PLACE,  SHAWHEAD,  COATBRIDGE 
 
58. There was submitted a report dated 1 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from residents of Clunie Place, Shawhead, Coatbridge requesting 
that the pram stores adjacent to their properties be fully repaired (1) advising that following an 
inspection by the Area Housing Officer in respect of the Paint Programme 2001/2002 in the 
Shawhead area, the pram stores located at 1-12 and 22-68 Clunie Place were found to require 
extensive renovation or alternatively demolition; (2) intimating that a survey had been carried out 
requesting the opinion of the residents regarding the future of the pram stores; (3) indicating that the 
residents had requested that the pram stores be fully repaired, and (4) informing that renovation work 
to the pram stores costing approximately £23,000 would be carried out and accommodated from the 
Revenue Budget 2001/2002 for Painterwork. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Officer be noted, and 
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(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 
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(7)  RESIDENTS  OF  ABRONHILL,  CUMBERNAULD  REGARDING  ANTI-SOCIAL  BEHAVIOUR  AT   
      PINE  ROAD  SHOPPING  CENTRE 
 
59. There was submitted a report dated 13 March 2001 by the Director of Administration advising of 

receipt of a petition on behalf of residents of Abronhill, Cumbernauld regarding anti-social behaviour 
at the Pine Road Shopping Centre. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on the petition to a 

future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
(8)  SHYBERRY  EXCELSIOR  STADIUM,  AIRDRIE 
 
60. There was submitted a report dated 19 March 2001 by the Director of Administration advising of 

receipt of a petition on behalf of the “Diamonds Direct Action Group”, Airdrieonians Football Club 
Independents Supporters’ Association, giving support to an offer stated as made, or about to be 
made, to reinstate the playing fields adjacent to the Shyberry Excelsior Stadium, Airdrie. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Housing and Property Services submit a report on the petition to a 

future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
61. There were considered invitations from:- 
 

(1) COSLA to attend a conference entitled “The New Executive Agency and the Strategic 
Housing Role”  held in Edinburgh on 1 March 2001; 

 
(2) Neil Stewart Associates to attend a conference entitled “CLES Annual Conference - 

Regeneration 2001”  held in Leeds on 7-8 March 2001; 
 

(3) Capital Conferences, Scotland to attend a conference entitled “Housing and Planning System 
in Scotland” held in Edinburgh on 28 March 2001; 

 
(4) Scottish Local Government Information Unit to attend a conference entitled “The Housing 

Bill - Its Impact on Local Authorities and Registered Social Landlords” to be held in Glasgow 
on 28 March 2001; 

 
(5) White Paper Conference Company Limited to attend a conference entitled “Delivering a New 

Agenda for Social Housing in Scotland” to be held in Edinburgh on 30 March 2001; 
 

(6) The Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference entitled “Tackling Low Demand 
Housing in Scotland” to be held in Glasgow on 6 April 2001; 

 
(7) The Chartered Institute of Housing to attend a conference entitled “HMO Licensing Schemes” 

to be held Edinburgh on 26 April 2001; 
 

(8) Care and Repair Forum Scotland to attend a conference entitled “Care and Repair Forum 
Scotland Annual Conference” to be held in Stirling on 27 April 2001, and 

 
(9) CIPFA Scotland to attend a conference entitled “Healthy Partnerships” to be held in 

Edinburgh on 22 May 2001. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the attendance of Councillor Maginnis at the “CLES Annual Conference - Regeneration 
2001” conference held in Leeds on 7-8 March 2001 be homologated; 

 
(2) that it be noted that there had been no elected Member representation at the “Housing and 

Planning System in Scotland” conference held in Edinburgh on 28 March 2001; 
 

(3) that the attendance of Councillor McLaughlin at the “Delivering a New Agenda for Social 
Housing in Scotland” conference to be held in Edinburgh on 30 March 2001 be approved, 
and 

 
(4) that otherwise no attendance be authorised. 

 
 
 
The Convener exercised his discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter minuted. 
 
 
GASWORKS  ROAD,  BELLSHILL  -  PROPOSED  SALE  OF  LAND 
 
62. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and 

Property Services seeking approval to sell land adjacent to Gasworks Road, Bellshill (1) advising that 
Brandon Homes Limited (a) were currently in the process of acquiring 83 Main Street, Bellshill for 
demolition with a view to the redevelopment of the site for residential properties for Lanarkshire 
Housing Association, and (b) required access off Gasworks Road, Bellshill; (2) detailing Brandon 
Homes Limited arrangement with the Housing Association; (3) outlining the area of land which 
Brandon Homes Limited wished to acquire extending to 335 square metres or thereby, as highlighted 
in the Appendix to the report, and (4) intimating that following negotiations, an offer of £12,500 had 
been provisionally agreed for the Council's land. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the land adjacent to Gasworks Road, Bellshill and detailed in the Appendix to the report, 

be sold to Brandon Homes Limited based on the terms detailed within the report, and 
 

(2) that all other terms and conditions be adjusted by the Head of Property. 
 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 13 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the 
Act.  
 
 
CUMBERNAULD  TOWN  CENTRE  -  RE-DEVELOPMENT 
 
63. With reference to paragraph 35 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 3 May 2000 

when, inter alia, a legal agreement providing a Guarantee in relation to the remaining obligations in 
respect of the development of Cumbernauld Town Centre had been authorised, there was submitted 
a report dated 8 March 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of the 
progress made to date with the redevelopment of Cumbernauld Town Centre (1) advising that formal 
agreements between the developers Campsies Centre Cumbernauld Limited and the Council acting 
as Guarantor, had been formally concluded; (2) indicating that conditional bargains had now been 
concluded with Tesco for the development of an 80,000 square foot superstore; (3) intimating that 
three areas of land still required to be acquired in order for the development to proceed, and (4) 
proposing that with regard to one of the areas of land at Cumbernauld College, consent be granted to 
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the promotion of a Compulsory Purchase Order to acquire the area of land and any associated or 
ancillary rights required for the scheme, in the event that satisfactory terms of the acquisition from 
Cumbernauld College cannot be agreed. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given to grant consent to the promotion of a Compulsory Purchase Order to 

acquire the area of land shown on the attached plan to the report, and any associated or 
ancillary rights required for the scheme, from Cumbernauld College in the event that the land 
could not be acquired by voluntary negotiation; 

 
(2) that all terms and conditions be adjusted by the Head of Property, and 

 
(3) that the terms of the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 


