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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Members on the current positions relating to the Airdrie to 
Bathgate bus and rail links. 

2. Airdrie to Bathgate Bus Link 

2.1 Following the failure of the SPT to obtain funding for the bus link, and as advised to Members in the 
report of 16 September 2003, the Council has undertaken to provide the supporting infrastructure 
notwithstanding the decision by the SPT. 

2.2 The Council's bus shelter supplier is currently assessing the identified locations and anticipates 
installation of the 5 shelters during January 2004. 

Design is progressing on the bus layby on Weaver Road. It is hoped that the repositioning of lighting 
columns can be designed to avoid the necessity for 'possessions' of the adjacent rail track. Should 
'possessions' be necessary, the likely delay to the programme would be of the order of 3 to 4 
months. 

2.3 

2.4 In addition to the bus layby, it is proposed to construct a linking footway from the layby to Stirling 
Street. Capital funding has been identified as being available during 2004-05. 

3. Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Link 

3.1 As previously intimated, the feasibility study for the re-opening of the Airdrie - Bathgate railway line 
will consider the provision of a double track. 

This proposal will affect the suitability of all existing structures along the alignment. The effect on the 
railway bridge at Gartlea Road is of immediate interest as Members will be aware of the steps taken 
by the Council to procure the improvement works to remove the existing weight restriction. As the 
new rail lines would both be electrified this is likely to impact on the bridge design in terms of width 
and height. This was not included in the original consultants' brief as, previously, Network Rail had 
intimated that current standards probably would not have to be applied - a position that has since 
altered. 

3.2 

3.3 The scope of the feasibility at Gartlea Road railway bridge will now have to be extended to cater for 
increased width and clearance and cost estimates will be produced to permit a decision to be made 
on the best course of action to progress both projects. 



4. Recommendation 

4.1 Committee is asked to note: 

a) 

b) 

current progress on the provision of the Council's complementary infrastructure associated 
with the previous proposals to provide the Airdrie to Bathgate bus link; 
that liaison is being maintained with the Airdrie to Bathgate Rail Link Steering Group to 
ensure that the impact of the project on Gartlea Road Railway Bridge is fully taken into 
account. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact John 
McDonald, Traffic & Transportation Team Leader (Central) on 01236 812368. 


