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1 .o 

2.0 

INTRODUCTION 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the work of the Urban Parks 
Development Team with regards to the Town Park for Airdrie, Centenary/West End Park. 

BACKGROUND 

2. I 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

Further to the report approved by Community Services Committee dated 13 February 
2003, the Urban Parks Development Team has now completed the first stage of 
community consultation. 

195 postal survey questionnaires were sent out to local households and organisations, 
achieving a response rate of 22% (43 households in total). It should be noted, however, 
that the critical minimum response required to indicate sufficient local support is only 10% 
and our figures well exceed this level. 

Analysis of the responses, revealed that 63% (27) wished to be kept informed of park 
developments and will form the initial membership base of the ‘Friends of 
Centenary/West End Park’. Additionally, 26% (11) wished to be part of the Steering 
Committee. 

Survey results were sent out to all respondees and discussed at a Public Meeting, which 
was held in September 2003. 

A follow-up meeting has been organised for 17November 2003, to establish and discuss 
the roles of the ‘Friends’ group and their Steering Committee. Also, confirmation of the 
priority areas for improvement raised in the initial survey and actions already taken and in 
progress as a result. 

Initially, the Steering Committee meetings will be held on a monthly basis and the next is 
scheduled for 6.00 p.m. on Wednesday 3December in the Sir John Wilson Town Hall, 
Airdrie. On the agenda will be the completion of a grant application to carry out the 
necessary, wider community consultation in the early part of next year. This will take the 
form of a ‘Participatory Appraisal’, a consultation technique approved by major funders, 
which is particularly effective in engaging people from all sectors within the community. It 
does so in a manner, which is both highly productive and user-friendly and will assist 
greatly in strengthening future grant applications. 
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3.0 FUTURE PROPOSALS 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

A rolling programme of seminars and training courses is being developed to enable 
further capacity building with the Steering Committee and Friends group. These will be 
provided free of charge and anticipated commencement will be January/February 2004. 

These will address issues relating to the various roles within a committee, grant 
applications and the role of ‘friends’ groups in urban park development. Not only will 
these enhance the skills of individual members but also increase their effectiveness and 
sustainability as a viable working group. 

A newsletter to keep the Friends groups informed is in the process of being developed as 
will a campaign to ensure maximum feedback to Airdrie residents. These will be 
developed over the coming months. 

Once funding has been approved, it is anticipated that the wider community consultation 
will be carried out in the early part of next year. This will provide the information 
necessary to finalise the long-term programme of improvements and developments. 

Due to concerns raised over the condition of paths within the Town Parks from both 
condition assessments and the household surveys, a new piece of specialised equipment 
called a ‘Meri-Crusher’ was both successfully trialed and subsequently purchased. This 
strips, grinds and re-lays paths, re-cycling the existing material, enabling a more 
affordable and sustainable method of path maintenance. Whilst awaiting delivery, 
detailed surveys were carried out, establishing levels of priority and work programmes. 

Issues regarding contamination of the South Burn have been raised with S.E.P.A. who 
will be monitoring the situation and addressing any concerns with Scottish Water. 

A specification for a detailed arboricultural survey has now been drawn up and will be put 
out to tender in the next couple of weeks. This will aid in the identification of future, long- 
term management plans and will also provide excellent information to be included in an 
educational pack for the local schools (the pack will be developed over the coming year in 
partnership with Scottish Natural Heritage, amongst others). 

To ensure obligations under Local Agenda 21 are met and incorporated into the long-term 
management plans, a bio-diversity survey in partnership with the LBAP Education & 
Awareness Group has been carried out with draft proposals drawn up to enhance 
diversity within the park. These will be presented to the committee and funding is in the 
process of being applied for from SNH to implement proposals once agreed by 
committee. Again, this will link into the educational pack. 

Finally, as a result of the high levels of concern raised over security and safety issues 
from the initial survey and the levels of support for the return of a park attendant, 
investigations into the possibility of re-introducing this post are underway. 
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4.0 ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

4.1 The background papers to this report, i.e. original report to committee, initial survey 
analysis and promotional material developed, are held within the Department. 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 That the committee notes the report. 
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