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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

~~~~ ~ 

I TO: 1 HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES (PROPERTY 1 DATE: 27 July 1999 I 
SUBCOMMITTEE) 

DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES REF: MJC/hm 

GAP SITE WHIFFLET STREET, COATBRIDGE 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To seek Committee consent to the disposal of an area of land fronting Whifflet Street, to 
provide access to adjoining land and to grant Superior’s Consent to allow access to be taken 
directly from Whifflet Street to the adjoining land. 

2. BACKGROUND 

In 1971 the Provost, Magistrates and Councillors of the Burgh of Coatbridge sold an area of 
land, with access off Palacecraig Street, to E J Stiell & Company. In addition to having access 
off Palacecraig Street, the subject land had a frontage facing onto North Street (latterly 
Whifflet Street) and separated from North Street by a strip of land, part of which was 
incorporated into expanding North Street into the dual carriageway now known as Whifflet 
Street. At the time of the sale a condition was placed in the title prohibiting access directly to 
North Street. 
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3. PRESENT POSITION 

The subject site has been unused for a considerable period of time and, indeed, the access 
which is taken off an unmade lane leading from Palacecraig Street, is substantially overgrown. 
In addition it is considered that, when the access is cleared and surfaced, the access will 
continue to be insufficient for other than lightweight goods vehicles or private cars. 

After the construction of Whifflet Street dual carriageway there exists a narrow strip of land 
separating the subject land from the adopted footpath and accordingly the proposed purchasers 
of the adjoining site wish to acquire the strip of land and are seeking a Minute of Waiver 
granting Superior’s Consent to access being taken from Whifflet Street. The strip of land in 
question is some 0.6 metres wide at the northern end and 1 .O metres wide at the southern end 
over a length of some 41.5 metres. 

The purchasers propose using the site as a car sales showroom and, recognising that 
alternative access exists to the site, a negotiated settlement of 26,000 has been provisionally 
agreed in respect of granting of the access and granting a Minute of Waiver allowing access 
directly off Whifflet Street, subject to approval of North Lanarkshire Council’s Transportation 
Division. 

Purchase of the area of land, to which access will be granted, is currently under negotiation by 
a Mr Wotherspoon and purchase of that land is dependent upon whether Mr Wotherspoon can 
gain access from Whifflet Street. Accordingly, the sale of the Council land and the granting 
of the Minute of Waiver will be dependent upon Mr Wotherspoon concluding purchase of the 
adjoining land. The attached plan indicates the area of land to which access will be granted, 
together with the land to be sold by North Lanarkshire Council which land is hatched on this 
plan and the existing route of access which is shown cross hatched. 
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4. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the area of land extending to 34 sq metres or thereby be sold to Mr 
Wotherspoon, together with a Minute of Waiver granting a right of access directly from 
Whifflet Street, for the sum of &6,000 (all other terms and conditions registered by the Head of 
Property services). 
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GAVIN WHITEFIELD 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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