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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL b .  

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES (PROPERTY 
SUBCOMMITTEE) 

DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES REF: X8892088 

SITE AT ROMAN ROAD, MOTHERWELL 

DATE: 29 July 1999 

(L&R12 14)WP/HM 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To assess the results of a recent marketing exercise relative to the former play area at Roman 
Road, Motherwell. 

2. BACKGROUND 

In April 1998, the Leisure Services Committee declared a disused play area on Roman Road, 
Motherwell, surplus to operational requirements, with a view that it be marketed for sale as a 
development opportunity. The site subsequently appeared in the Bulletin of Available 
Property in June/July 1998, and no internal interest was expressed by other Council 
Departments. 

The subject site adjoins vacant land and property with frontage onto Merry Street, and for a 
time discussions took place with the ownerdagents to ascertain if a larger development 
opportunity could be created through a joint venture. This did not materialise, leaving the 
Council to go it alone and advertise the play area for sale as a development opportunity in its 
own right. 

The site was advertised for sale in May/June 1999, with the marketing exercise consisting of a 
“For Sale” board on site, newspaper adverts in the local press, coupled with a direct mailing 
exercise to potentially interested parties and local agents. 

3. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The former play area is located to the rear of commercial/residential properties at 135/157 
Merry Street, Motherwell shown highlighted on the accompanying plan. The site extends to 
1189 sq metres (0.29 acre) or thereby. It has lain disused for a number of years and is now 
overgrown. In addition to the play area, it is intended that the access lane to thenorth west 
will also form part of the sale subjects. This lane serves no other Council land/property, and 
there is an existing servitude right over it in favour of 13 1 Merry Street 
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4. RESULTS OF MARKETING EXERCISE 

Offers over 240,000 were invited for the subject site. 
By the closing date, which was set for 12 noon on Wednesday, 7 July 1999, four offers were 
received and these are summarised below:- 

Bidder Sum Offered Proposed Use 

1. Mr Kenneth O’Mara 252,126 Residential 
8 Vardon Lea Development 
Dalziel Park Estate 
Motherwell 

2. R.G. Developments 
(Scotland) Ltd 
379 Airbles Road 
Motherwell 

3. Joseph Pollock 
12 Brown Street 
Motherwell 

25 1,000 Proposed Development 

245, 

4. The Trustees of Roman Road 240, 
Gospel Hall 

0 6 Semi Detached Houses 

25 Either 1 or 2 Detached 
Houses 

00 Car park 

It requires to be brought to the Committee’s attention that there wereconcerns over the layouts 
submitted with the top two financial offers. As a result, both bidders were invited to discuss 
their proposals with Planning & Transportation officials at the Motherwell Area Office with 
the aim of establishing whether they felt they could deliver an acceptable design whilst 
maintaining their respective financial offers. One problem which emerged as a result of this 
exercise relates to the second highest offer. In order to satisfy Planning & Transportation, 
R.G. Developments would require additional land in order to construct a new access road, 
which area is presently amenity ground associated with the Aquatec. 

No matter which offer is ultimately chosen, the legal bargain will be conditional on various 
factors including detailed planning consent, the purchaser satisfying themselves in relation to 
the prevailing ground conditions, and the Council’s title. 
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5. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that:- 

1. 

2. 

The subject site be initially offered to the person who submitted the highest financial 
offer as detailed herein. 
All three remaining offers be held in reserve, with the third highest offer being first 
reserve. 

All other terms and conditions of sale to be adjusted by the Head of Property Services. 

GAVIN WHITEFIELD 
> J  . ,/ Director of Housing & Property Services 
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Property Services Division 




