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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES (PROPERTY 
SUBCOMMITTEE) 

DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PROPERTY SERVICES REF: WPRFIS0890088 

DATE: 26 July 1999 

(PLG 1060) 

LAM) AT GLASGOW ROADXLELAND ROAD, WISHAW 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To assess the results of a recent marketing exercise relative to a development opportunity at 
Glasgow Road/CIeland Road, Wishaw. 

2. BACKGROUND 

Two reports have already been presented to the Planning & Development (Buildings & 
Property) Subcommittee with regard to the subject site. 

On 11 November 1997, a decision was taken to declare the site surplus to operational 
requirements. Authorisation was also granted to enter into discussions with G F Sharp & CO 
Ltd, who owned the adjoining builders’ depot, with regard to a possible joint venture disposal. 

A follow-up report was submitted in May 1998. It was accepted that the joint venture disposal 
would be based on a straight 50/50 division of sale proceeds, with the marketing focus being 
targeted towards Class 3: FoodDrink related uses. 

Outline Planning Consent was granted for a Class 3 Use on 12 November 1998, which then 
led to a marketing exercise at the beginning of 1999. No offers were received as a result of 
this exercise. 

Since the Council owned land was potentially capable of sustaining development on its own, it 
was then decided to go ahead with a fresh marketing exercise, offering the car park in 
isolation. 

3. LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The site occupies a prominent position on the junction of Glasgow RoadKleland Road, which 
is on the periphery of Wishaw Town Centre. It is a fairly level site, which for a number of 
years has been used as a remote car park, serving the Town Centre, neighbouring commercial 
operations and surrounding residential developments. The car park is not well used. 

The site extends to 0.249 hectare (0.615 acre) or thereby, and is highlighted on the 
accompanying location plan. 

The Council lease sites for advertising hoardings along the Glasgow Road frontage and these 
presently produce a rental income of &5,500 per annum. 
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4. RESULTS OF THE MARKETING EXERCISE 

The site was advertised for sale in June/July 1999, with the marketing exercise consisting of a 
“For Sale” board on site, newspaper adverts in the national press, coupled with a direct 
mailing exercise to commercial property agents working in Lanarkshire, Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. The site was simply promoted as a development opportunity with prominent main 
road frontage. Specific reference was made to the fact that there was some potential for 
commercial uses, such as a hot food drive through restaurant. 

Offers over &150,000 were sought. 

By the closing date, which was set for 12 noon on Friday, 23 July 1999,3 offers had been 
received and these are summarised below. 

All of the offers received are conditional on a number of issues including, but not necessarily 
limited to, detailed Planning Consent, Road Construction Consent, proving the ground 
conditions to be satisfactory for building purposes. 

BIDDER SUM OFFERED 

i George Wilson (Stonehouse) Ltd 21 65,000 

ii Turnberry Homes Limited &126,000 

iii Larson & Ross Team Valley Ltd 275,000 

George Wilson (Stonehouse) Limited recently acquired G F Sharp & CO Ltd, and in so doing 
inherited the builders’ depot which is adjacent to the subject site. In a letter from their 
solicitors which accompanied their offer, it is explained that they wish to combine the 2 sites 
for the purposes of construction thereon of a residential development comprising 42 flatted 
dwellinghouses. It should be noted that no formal application has been lodged for Planning 
Permission, as yet. 

It requires to be pointed out that if there is one worry with regard to this site, then it must 
relate to prevailing ground conditions. Whilst no specific site investigation has been 
undertaken by the Council in respect of the subject site, there is local evidence from nearby 
developments that mineral consolidation may very well be required to stabilise the site for 
physical development. In the event that specific site testing proves the site to be subject to 
shallow mineral workings, then this will almost inevitably impact upon the sustainability of 
the offers received. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that:- 

1 The site be offered to the highest bidder, all as detailed herein. 

.. 
11 In the event of the land value requiring adjustment to reflect poor ground conditions, a 

hrther report will be presented to Committee. 

All other terms and conditions of sale to be adjusted by the Head of Property Services. 

Director of Housing & Property Services Ad-! 
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