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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise members of the progress of works in Airdrie Town 
Centre, and the implications of the current programme for town centre retailing. 

2. Environmental Improvements 

2.1 Members will recall a report to the last meeting of the Committee which explained the 
progress with existing works the next stages of design and physical works programmed for 
further Environmental Improvement Works in the town centre and other studies currently 
being progressed in and around Airdrie Town Centre. 

2.2 The existing works are progressing satisfactorily and although some of the underground 
services required more re-routing than expected, it is still anticipated that the first element 
of the current works, to form the new town square, will be completed by the end of 
November. The other works to the south side of this square will be undertaken after 
Christmas. Although the works will cease for Christmas, an alternate site for the town 
Christmas tree, in the pedestrian area of Graham Street has been agreed for this year only. 
This will allow the switch on ceremony for the lights in mid-November, as programmed. 

2.3 Survey work is about to begin on Phase 3b (Stirling Street) and Phase 4a (South Bridge 
StreeUOld Cross phases) as a precursor to designs being prepared. As a result of further 
discussions with the project architect, it has been decided to include Broomknoll Street, the 
length of Hallcraig Street between Buchanan Street and South Bridge Street and an 
additional stretch of road at the Old Cross in these designs. 

2.4 The Economic Regeneration Committee has recently given its authority to seek tenders for 
works in Buchanan Street and Bank Street. This will allow programming of the start of 
these works in line with the availability of finance both this financial year and next financial 
year. 

3. Sustainability Implications 

3.1 Improvements to the Council’s Town Centres will fulfil a number of criteria contained within the 
Sustainability Checklist. This includes encouraging investment by improving the quality of the 
environment and it will enhance the sense of Community under the Inclusive Society heading 
by establishing a sense of identity. 
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4. Town Centre Retailing 

4.1 Improvements to the Town the town is seen as an attractive location for new investment 
and as a location which customers are encouraged to use and visit. This is one important 
strand in the approach being developed by the Council to make its Town Centres 
competitive retail locations Centres public spaces play an important part in ensuring that. 

4.2 In addition, the introduction of monthly farmers’ markets to both Airdrie and Coatbridge, with 
the assistance of Town Centre Initiatives(TCl), is intended to widen the attractiveness of the 
Town Centres to shoppers and help add to the footfall in the main shopping streets. If there 
is more activity the attractiveness of the Town Centres to retailers is enhanced. 

4.3 It is pleasing to note that recently there has been a substantial amount of private investment 
in the areas of Airdrie Town Centre which have recently been the subject of improvements 
by the Council (eg Wetherspoons and Bon Marche). It is anticipated that the continuing 
programme of work will further stimulate activity from retailers. 

4.4 The Council has also recently embarked on the preparation of a new Local Plan. An 
important component of the Plan will be the policies adopted in order to ensure that the 
Town Centres are the focus for new investment in retailing. The development of these 
policies will involve consultation with a wide range of bodies including Area Committees and 
Community Councils. This will provide an opportunity to be involved in finding ways of trying 
to take forward proposals to tackle this issue. The subsequent implementation of the 
policies will present an opportunity to influence development in the Town Centres. 

4.5 Finally, the Committee will be aware that work is currently underway on developing an 
Action Plan which focuses on the need to take forward the economic regeneration of both 
Airdrie and Coatbridge. This will provide a further opportunity to develop proposals which 
can contend with the problems confronting these Town Centres. In particular, the study will 
be a means of setting the physical renewal works already being pursued in a wider policy 
context, which can help to define the way in which each of the Towns can carve out viable 
long term roles, as the focus for the consumption of goods and services by local people and 
visi tors. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 These projects contribute to realising the Council’s aim to make its Town centres more 
attractive - one of the priorities contained in the Stimulating Business & Economy theme of 
the Corporate Plan. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee notes:- 
(1) The progress with works to Airdrie Town Centre; 
(2) The work being progressed in respect of the Council Local Plan and the 

AirdrieKoatbridge Study. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01236 616478. 

(29 October 2003) 
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