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TO: HOUSING AND PROPERTY SERVICES 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PROPERTY 
SERVICES 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL/& 
AGEbDA ITEM NO.- 

REPORT 

SUBJECT: EMPTY HOMES 
INITIATIVE 
WHEELCHAIR AND 
COMMUNITY CARE 
ACCOMMODATION 

DATE: 3rd February 2000 REF: JFG/MS/ 
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INTRODUCTION 

This report is to seek Committee approval to amend an Empty Homes Project for three 
properties, two of which are to be converted to wheelchair accommodation with the third to 
accommodation for a Community Care Client. 

Essentially the change sought is to sell the properties to the Margaret Blackwood Association 
rather than lease them as originally proposed. 

The issue has also been the subject of separate report to the Housing and Property Services 
Committee on the 2nd February where the properties have been declared surplus to 
requirement. Similarly a further report to this Sub-Committee will advise on the valuation of 
the properties. 

BACKGROUND 

The original proposal included a property at Labumum Road, Viewpark together with the 
ground floor and upper floor flats at 22a and 22d Cairnhill Road in Airdrie. 

In December the Housing Committee agreed to withdraw the property at Labumum, to allow it 
to be made available for normal letting. The property at Grange Avenue Netherton was then 
included as a substitute. 

a 

Margaret Blackwood Housing Association’s technical advisors had estimated cost of 
refurbishment at E30,OOO per unit. 

A tender just returned for the two Cairnhill properties only, come in at &104,000. The 
specification has been amended mainly by excluding a lift, which has reduced the tender price 
to E67,OOO. 

The intention was to extend the contract to include the Grange Avenue property as a second 
phase. Final costs are therefore not yet available, although a further shortfall is anticipated. 
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AMENDED PROPOSAL 

Scottish Homes have now indicated that they would be prepared to fund the additional costs, 
but only if ownership of the properties was transferred to the Housing Association. They have 
further advised that their f h d s  would however have to be expended before the 3 1 st March 
2000. 

Margaret Blackwood had previously advised that holding only a lease could prevent them sub- 
letting the properties as originally proposed. 

The Scottish Executive had questioned the Council’s intention to retain ownership and had 
asked that the Council consider transfemng ownership to the Association. The Council had 
previously acknowledged these concerns and had agreed to consider transfer. 

Valuation of the property is currently being carried out and liaison continued with Margaret 
Blackwood. The outcome will be reported to this Sub-Committee separately. 

RECOM-MEYDATION 

It is recommended that Committee agree to the sale of these properties to Margaret Blackwood 
Association with agreement that they continue to provide for the original needs of the project, 
and subject to agreement over a suitable purchase price. 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

The background papers are available from the Department. 

Gavin Whitefield 
Director of Housing and Property Services 




