
 HOUSING  AND  TECHNICAL  SERVICES  –  31 May 2001 
 

 

 

 
854 

Motherwell, 31 May 2001 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the HOUSING  AND  TECHNICAL  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor McLaughlin, Convener; Councillors Grant and Morris, Vice-Conveners; Councillors, Cassidy, 
Chadha, Clarke, Glavin, Gormill, Hogg, McElroy, McKendrick, W. Martin, Mathieson, G. Murray, Nolan, 
Robertson, Selfridge, Valentine and Wilson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor McLaughlin (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer and Director of Housing and Property Services, Head of Housing Services, 
Head of Design Services, Finance and Admin Manager, Senior Accountant and Principal Officer, Social 
Work Department. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Lafferty, Lunny, Maginnis, J. Martin, McCabe, Morgan, Ross and Shields. 
 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE  MINUTES 
 
(1)  HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  (SPECIAL  CASES)  SUB-COMMITTEE  MINUTE  OF   
      27  APRIL  2001 
 
1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services (Special 

Cases) Sub- Committee held on 27 April 2001. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
 
 
(2)  HOUSING  AND  TECHNICAL  SERVICES  (CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  AND  REPAIRS)   
       SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  10  MAY  2001 
 
2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Technical Services (Capital 

Programme and Repairs) Sub-Committee held on 10 May 2001. 
 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved and noted. 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  HOUSING  HRA,  HOUSING  NON-HRA  AND  
CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES 
 
3. There were submitted reports dated 18 and 23 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services (1) advising of the current spending levels of the Housing and Property Services 
Department for the period from 1 April 2000 to 31 March 2001; (2) providing a comparison of actual 
expenditure and income against the estimated expenditure and income and explanations of the more 
significant variances, and (3) intimating a projected outturn for the Housing HRA, Housing Non-HRA 
and Construction Services budgets with details of major underspends and overspends. 
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Decided: that the terms of the reports be noted. 
ABSENCE  MANAGEMENT  STATISTICS 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of the Personnel Services Committee 

held on 3 December 1998 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that each Department of the Council, 
when providing statistics for absence management, provide a commentary detailing the breakdown 
of the figures to enable effective monitoring to be carried out, there was submitted a report dated 
14 March 2001 by the Head of Personnel Services providing absence statistics, together with a 
commentary detailing the breakdown of figures within the Departments of the Council for the period 
from October to December 2000 for manual and craft employees, non-manual staff and teachers. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ASSISTED  LIVING  DEVELOPMENT  AT  AIRBLES  ROAD,  MOTHERWELL 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 29 March 2001 when, inter alia, (1) the staffing proposals and funding 
arrangements for the Assisted Living Development at Airbles Road, Motherwell had been approved, 
and (2) it was agreed that a further report regarding more detailed costs be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 May 2001 by the Director 
of Housing and Property Services (a) advising that the total revenue costs had now been revised as 
outlined within Appendix 1 to the report; (b) intimating (A) that within the 2001/2002 HRA Revenue 
Estimates, a provision of £60,000 had been made for staffing costs for the new development, and 
(B) that there was a saving of approximately £26,000 on staffing costs budget, and (c) proposing that 
as there was no provision for furnishings and equipment within the Contract, that they be funded from 
the savings from the staffing costs. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the funding arrangements for the Assisted Living Development at Airbles Road, 

Motherwell as outlined within Appendix 1 to the report be approved; 
 

(2) that £20,000 arising from savings in the Staffing Budget be re-allocated to pay for furnishings 
and equipment for the development, and 

 
(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Finance) Sub-Committee for 

consideration. 
 
 
 
OVERTIME  WORKED  BY  OFFICERS  OVER  SPINAL  COLUMN  POINT  35  -  QUARTERLY  UPDATE 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 1 February 2001, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 May 2001 by 
the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) detailing the circumstances under which 
employees had been required to work overtime during the period from 1 January to 31 March 2001; 
(2) advising of the total hours worked and the costs thereof, and (3) requesting (a) that approval be 
given for overtime not yet identified, and reported to Committee on a quarterly basis giving details of 
retrospective requirements for emergency service employees, and (b) that, as there would be 
occasions where, due to the exigencies of the service, it may be necessary to instruct overtime for 
staff over SCP35 in order to meet urgent or required deadlines, that authority be given to the Director 
of Housing and Property Services to authorise such works, subject to adequate budgetary provision 
and retrospective reports to Committee as necessary. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that approval be given for the posts associated with the emergency stand-by service detailed 
within the report to continue to be exempt from prior overtime reporting requirements of the 
service; 

 
(2) that the overtime arrangements outlined within the report be noted; 

 
(3) that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to approve future overtime 

required for the exigencies of the service, subject to adequate budget resources as outlined 
within the report being available, and details being reported to future meetings of the 
Committee as appropriate, and 

 
(4) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee for 

consideration. 
 
 
 
ANTI-SOCIAL  TASK  FORCE  QUARTERLY  REPORT  MARCH  2001  
 
7. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 

2001 when, inter alia, (1) the progress which had been made in setting up the Council's Anti-Social 
Task Force had been noted, and (2) the procedures to be adopted in cases involving the Anti-Social 
Task Force were approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 31 March 2001 by the 
Director of Housing and Property Services (a) detailing the progress made to date in relation to the 
Anti-Social Task Force; (b) indicating (A) that in the period to 31 March 2001, the Task Force had 
received 124 referrals, details of which were highlighted at Appendix 1 to the report, and (B) that 
details of future referrals would be incorporated into the Department’s Quarterly Performance Review 
Report; (c) advising that all Departmental staff were receiving briefings on the work of the Task 
Force, and (d) intimating future developments in respect of the Task Force. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the progress which had been made to date in relation to the Anti-Social Task Force be 

noted;  
 

(2) that the statistical reports detailed in Appendix 1 to the report be noted, and 
 

(3) that the  future developments of the Task Force as detailed within the report be noted. 
 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION  OF  JOINT  EQUIPMENT  AND  ADAPTATIONS  WORKING  GROUP  -  
PROGRESS  REPORT 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 43 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 29 March 2001 when, inter alia, it had been agreed that further reports advising 
of progress made in implementing the decisions of the Joint Equipment and Adaptations 
Member/Officer Working Group be submitted to future meetings of the Housing and Property 
Services and Social Work Committees, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 16 May 2001 
by the Directors of Housing and Property Services and Social Work (1) summarising in Appendix 1 to 
the report, progress in implementing the recommendations of the Joint Equipment and Adaptations 
Member/Officer Working Group; (2) seeking approval (a) to transfer £130,000 on a recurring basis 
from the Social Work Budget to Housing HRA Revenue Budget for temporary installations pending a 
measured term contract being prepared; (b) to negotiate the lease of a joint equipment store, and (c) 
to establish revised staffing arrangements as set out within Appendix 2 to the report; (3) proposing 
that a number of posts be deleted to create a joint and efficient service, with others being created, at 
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a net increased cost of £122,173, and (4) advising that, where new resources were required, they 
would be met from additional monies of £300,000 included in the Social Work budget for 2001/2002. 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the transfer of £130,000 from the Social Work budget to the Housing and Property 

Services budget on a recurring basis be approved; 
 

(2) that the Director of Housing and Property Services enter into negotiations in respect of the 
lease of the joint equipment store as detailed within the report; 

 
(3) that the revised staffing arrangements as set out within Appendix 2 to the report be 

approved; 
 

(4) that the progress made in implementing the decisions of the Council on equipment and 
adaptations be noted; 

 
(5) that a further progress report be submitted to the next meetings of the Social Work and 

Housing and Technical Services Committees, and 
 

(6) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Personnel) and Policy and 
Resources (Finance) Sub-Committees for consideration. 

 
 
 
INTERIM  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  HOUSING  PLAN 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 29 March 2001 when the development of an Interim Housing Plan, pending 
further guidance from the Scottish Executive, had been approved, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 9 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in respect of progress 
made to date in preparing an Interim Housing Plan (1) detailing the specific strategic objectives set 
out in the Plan; (2) indicating that the Plan had been developed within the context of the North 
Lanarkshire Community Plan and reflected other planning documents such as the Community Care 
Plan and the Corporate Plan; (3) advising that the Council was one of four pilot authorities to produce 
a Local Housing Strategy by April 2002, and (4) proposing (a) that the Interim Housing Plan form the 
basis for the development of the Local Housing Strategy; (b) that the Strategy be developed within 
the community planning framework; (c) that the production of the strategy be overseen by an Inter 
Agency Steering Group, and (d) that other partners, stakeholders and service users be involved in 
the process through the Housing Association Forum and the Tenants Conference, and also through a 
series of focus groups and workshops to discuss particular priorities. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the progress of the development of the Interim Housing Plan be noted, 

 
(2) that the strategic priorities outlined within the report be approved as the basis for the 

development of the Local Housing Strategy; 
 

(3) that the Council’s status as a pilot authority for the development of the new Local Housing 
Strategies be noted; 

 
(4) that the proposed approach to the development of the local Housing Strategies as detailed in 

the report be approved, and 
 

(5) that further reports regarding the Interim Housing Plan be noted, with the progress in 
developing the Local Housing Strategy being submitted to future meetings of the Committee. 
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14-32  SANDYHILL  AVENUE,  SHOTTS  -  PARTIAL  DEMOLITION 
 
10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services in respect of problems which had arisen in connection with the houses at Sandyhill Avenue, 
Shotts (1) outlining the background to problems with two rows of five terraced houses at Sandyhill 
Avenue; (2) advising that of these houses, four at numbers 16, 20, 22 and 32, had been purchased 
from the Council; (3) informing that Baptie Geotechnical had been commissioned to prepare an 
independent review report on the distress to the terraced houses; (4) detailing (a) the main findings of 
the Baptie Geotechnical report, and (b) the number of remedial options to address problems which 
ranged from minimal repairs to demolition of the properties; (5) indicating that, as four of the 
properties had been purchased, consideration had been given to legal and insurance implications; (6) 
intimating that the opinion of the Consultant Engineers appointed by the insurers was that the 
movement was confined to the two end terraced Council properties at numbers 24 and 26 Sandyhill 
Avenue, both of which were currently void, and (7) proposing (a) that these two houses be 
demolished, and the exposed gable at number 28 reinstated; (b) that the exposed ground be 
landscaped, with grass and a new surface water drain at a cost of £22,500, and (c) that, as the house 
at number 28 Sandyhill Avenue was currently vacant, that house be left unoccupied until completion 
of the works. 

 
In the course of discussion, Councillor Gormill proposed that consideration be given to replacing the 
proposed landscaped area with parking bays to alleviate parking problems. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that upon confirmation of the owner occupiers' position, that the Director of Housing and 

Property Services be authorised to take forward the proposals in relation to the demolition of 
24 and 26 Sandyhill Avenue, Shotts, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Housing and Property Services be authorised to investigate the possibility 

of replacing the proposed landscaped area with parking bays to alleviate parking problems. 
 
 
 
ESTATE  BASED  INITIATIVES  2001/2002 
 
11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services regarding Estate Based Initiative Projects which had been identified by Area Housing 
Officers across North Lanarkshire (1) advising that within the Housing Revenue Account Budget for 
2001/2002 a provision of £160,500 had been made to pursue Estate Based Initiatives across the 
Council area; (2) intimating that the monies allocated to each area had been apportioned to Area 
Offices based on their percentage of the Housing Stock, and (3) detailing, within Appendix 1 to the 
report, Estate Based Initiative projects submitted by Area Housing Officers. 

 
Decided: that the Estate Based Initiative projects for the 2001/2002 financial year detailed within 

Appendix 1 to the report, be approved. 
 
 
 
REGENERATION  PROPOSALS  FOR  COLTNESS,  WISHAW 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 30 August 2000 when (1) the selective demolition of deck access blocks type 
houses within the Walkerburn and Innerleithen Drive areas of Coltness, Wishaw, with priority status 
given to rehouse tenants within the deck access blocks and payment of home loss and disturbance 
payments as appropriate, had been approved, and (2) it was noted that the development of 
refurbishment proposals for the remaining 2 deck access blocks and 5 point blocks would be reported 
to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report dated 8 May 2001 by the Director 
of Housing and Property Services regarding the progress on the development of the regeneration 
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strategy for Coltness, Wishaw (a) advising that Scottish Homes had indicated that funding for the 
development of a housing partnership would be available and had been included as part of the Joint 
Investment Strategy; (b) proposing (A) that as part of the partnership initiative, the Council would 
fund the demolition of the properties at 10-28, 30-48 and 50-68 Walkerburn Drive; (B) that the land 
area be transferred to Wishaw and District Housing Association in exchange for nomination rights to 
the rented units within the new build Development, and (C) that the Council transfer the land area 
and deck access blocks at 36-58 Innerleithen Drive, 33-47 Walkerburn Drive/60-66 Innerleithen 
Drive, 49-67 Walkerburn Drive, 84-102 Innerleithen Drive/73-83 Walkerburn Drive as they became 
fully vacant, to the Wishaw and District Housing Association in exchange for nomination rights to the 
rented units within the new build Development; (c) informing that the Housing Association would 
carry out the demolition of the blocks and also meet the associated costs; (d) intimating that 
proposals for the cleared site would be further developed with Scottish Homes, the Housing 
Association and the local residents groups and submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, and 
(e) indicating that as the Neighbourhood Housing Office was within one of the blocks to be 
demolished it would be relocated within the Wishaw Housing Office, Main Street, Wishaw. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the demolition costs of the deck access blocks outlined within the report be approved;  

 
(2) that  the transfer of the land area to Wishaw and District Housing Association in exchange for 

nomination rights be approved; 
 

(3) that the transfer of the deck access blocks and the land area to Wishaw and District Housing 
Association as part of the Housing Partnership Initiative in exchange for nomination rights as 
detailed within the report be approved; 

 
(4) that the relocation of the Neighbourhood Housing Office to the main Wishaw Housing Office, 

with future service delivery proposals being considered as part of the wider strategy for the 
area, be approved; 

 
(5) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 

consideration, and 
 

(6) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
RE-RENDERING  PROGRAMME  -  TREATMENT  OF  PRIVATELY  OWNED  PROPERTIES 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 29 March 2001 when, inter alia, the implementation of a Re-rendering 
Programme for the pre-war modernised stock to replace the existing Colourwash Programme had 
been approved, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 May 2001 by the Director of 
Housing and Property Services regarding the policy for dealing with owner/occupied properties or 
other privately owned flats and houses which adjoin properties which were affected by the Council's 
Re-rendering Programme. 

 
Decided: that the matter be continued to the Council for consideration. 

 
 
 
WEST  CRINDLEDYKE  REGENERATION  -  EMPLOYMENT  AND  TRAINING  INITIATIVE 
 
14. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of Housing and Property Services 

Committee held on 30 August 2000, when, inter alia, the demolition of properties in Isla Avenue and 
Tiree Crescent, West Crindledyke had been approved and it had been agreed that the development 
of proposals for the refurbishment of Morriston Court and environmental improvements to the Central 
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area be reported to a future meeting of the Committee, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 17 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services regarding the current progress 
of the regeneration strategy at West Crindledyke (1) advising that proposals for the Central Area had 
been developed in consultation with tenants and the local Elected Member, at a cost of £400,000 
over 2 years and funded from the HRA Capital Programme; (2) indicating that the Director of 
Planning and Environment was investigating opportunities to maximise employment and training 
opportunities for local people through an Intermediate Labour Market (ILM) Initiative and also to 
attract additional funding to the project, including European Objective 3 and Environmental Task 
Force funding; (3) proposing that an application for Objective 3 funding be submitted and that 
additional external funding also be sought through the New Deal; (4) informing that the Council was 
in the process of establishing a tender list for companies who were equipped to provide construction 
and environmental work along with the provision of quality job access training; (5) intimating that one 
contractor, Stone 3 Limited had demonstrated its ability to deliver on all criteria, and had recently 
won environmental  improvement contracts within Muirhouse, Motherwell through a competitive 
tendering process, and (6) recommending (a) that the Director of Housing and Property Services 
negotiate rates with Stone 3 Limited, based on the rates they tendered previously to undertake the 
Environmental Improvement Contract in West Crindledyke, and (b) that to maximise spend within the 
current financial year, delegated authority be sought for the contract to be let on the basis of the 
negotiated rates and within the overall budget sum of £400,000, by the Director of Administration in 
consultation with the Convener. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that progress made to date regarding the regeneration of West Crindledyke be noted; 

 
(2) that the development of an Intermediate Labour Market Project, including an application for 

European Funding, utilising the Environmental Improvement Contract be approved; 
 

(3) that the negotiation of the Environmental Improvement Contract with Stone 3 Limited, as 
outlined within the report, be approved, and 

 
(4) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee regarding the 

outcome of the negotiation of contract rates and the European Funding bid, along with the 
proposals for the use of any additional funding secured. 

 
 
 
HOMELESS  PERSONS  ACCOMMODATION  -  SECURITY  CONTRACT 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 

2001 when the extension of the contract with Westguard Security Limited, Coatbridge until 31 July 
2001 for the provision of Security Services to Supported Accommodate Units had been approved, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services (1) proposing that the Council further extend the contract for security services to the 
Supported Accommodation Units with Westguard Security Limited to 31 October 2001; (2) advising 
that the proposed re-structure of the Tenancy Services and Accommodation Section had not been 
finalised; (3) indicating that a further extension to the contract would allow further discussion of 
proposals, which would include recommendations regarding the future use of security services, and 
(4) intimating that Westguard Security Limited, Coatbridge, had agreed to provide the service at 
existing rates, for which provision had been made in the Revenue Estimates. 

 
Decided: that an extension of the contract with Westguard Security Limited, Coatbridge for the 

provision of security services to the Supported Accommodation Units be approved, 
until 31 October 2001, by which time final proposals concerning the future security 
requirements of the Tenancy Services and Accommodation Section would be 
submitted to a future meeting of the Committee for consideration. 
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HRA  PORTFOLIO  OF  LAND/PROPERTY  SURPLUS  TO  REQUIREMENTS 
 
16. There was submitted a report (docketed) 27 April 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property 

Services setting out details of various sites at Mill Road, Airdrie; Parnell Street/Imperial Drive, 
Airdrie; Cairndyke Crescent, Airdrie; Whifflet Street, Coatbridge; Airbles Road, Motherwell; Orbiston 
Street/Windmillhill Street, Motherwell; the former Old Monkland Cemetery House, 158 Woodside 
Street, Coatbridge; the former garage site at Airbles Road/Camp Street, Motherwell and Blackwoods 
Crescent, Moodiesburn which were surplus to the requirements of the Housing and Property Services 
Department. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the various sites identified in the report be declared surplus to the requirements of the 

Housing and Property Services Department;  
 

(2) that the sites be disposed of in accordance with the Council’s Policy on surplus land and 
property, and 

 
(3) that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee for 

consideration. 
 
 
 
REQUEST  FOR  LANE  CLOSURES  -  BELLSDYKE  ROAD  AND  FASKINE  AVENUE,  AIRDRIE 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 

2001 when the proposed lane closure at Faskine Avenue, Airdrie was remitted to the Planning and 
Environment Committee to commence closure procedures, there was submitted a report (docketed) 
dated 17 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) advising that a letter had 
been received from a resident of Cairnhill Road, Airdrie requesting lane closures at Bellsdyke Road 
and Faskine Avenue, Airdrie due to anti-social behaviour occurring in the area of ground to the rear 
of the properties at Cairnhill Road, Faskine Avenue and Bellsdyke Road, Airdrie; (2) intimating that 
the closure of the lane, if achieved at Faskine Avenue, would not necessarily resolve the difficulties; 
(3) informing that the Area Housing Officer had carried out a survey of residents to ascertain opinion 
regarding lane closures, and 46 residents were in favour of the closure of the Bellsdyke Road lane, 
with 35 residents in favour of the closure of the Faskine Avenue lane; (4) proposing (a) that the lanes 
be closed off, whilst maintaining access for ground maintenance to Faskine Park, and (b) that a 6 ft. 
metal fence with access gate, be erected with the cost being met from the Area Housing Office 
Repairs and Maintenance budget, and (5) indicating that as a consequence of the closure of the 
lanes the Director of Community Services and Planning and Environment, would require to give 
consideration to the future use of Faskine Park. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Planning and Environment Committee to commence 

closure procedures in respect of the lanes leading from Bellsdyke Road and Faskine Avenue, 
Airdrie, and 

 
(2) that it be recommended that the Director of Community Services consider the future use of 

the area of ground known as Faskine Park, Airdrie. 
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PETITIONS 
 
(1)  OWNER/OCCUPIERS  OF  DEEDES  STREET/SOUTHBURN  ROAD,  AIRDRIE  OBJECTING  TO   
       PAYING  TOWARDS  THE  COUNCIL’S  PAINTERWORK  PROGRAMME  IN  THE  AREA 
 
18. There was submitted a report dated 15 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in 

response to a petition received from residents of Deedes Street/Southburn Road, Airdrie objecting to 
paying towards the Council’s Painterwork Programme in the area (1) intimating (a) that tenants’ 
participation in the Council’s Painterwork Programme was essential if works were to be progressed, 
and (b) that advice had been obtained from the Head of Legal Services in respect of the provisions of 
the Title Deeds of each of the owner/occupiers as there may be a number of practical difficulties in 
progressing the Painterwork Programme without the agreement of all owner/occupiers involved; (2) 
advising that due to the difficulties encountered and following consultation with the local elected 
member, agreement had been made that the painting of the properties be deferred from the 
2000/2001 programme whilst a solution was sought, and (3) indicating that the Area Housing Officer 
would enter into discussion with the owner/occupiers on an individual basis in an attempt to progress 
the matter. 

 
Decided: that the terms of the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  GARTLEA,  AIRDRIE  -  ANTI-SOCIAL  BEHAVIOUR 
 
19. There was submitted a report dated 2 April 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in 

response to a petition received from residents of Gartlea, Airdrie regarding anti-social behaviour of 
members of a household in the area (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the 
petitioners; (2) advising (that the petitioners had been informed that enquiries were ongoing in 
relation to several of the incidents, and (3) indicating (a) that the parents of offending youths had 
been interviewed and issued with a formal written warning in respect of the conduct of their offspring, 
and (b) that due to the serious nature of the complaints, the Area Office had referred the case to the 
Council’s Anti-Social Task Force. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Office be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(3)  GREENEND  AND  SIKESIDE  TENANTS’  AND  RESIDENTS’  ASSOCIATION  -  RE-GENERATION   
       WORKS 
 
20. There was submitted a report dated 30 April 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from Greenend and Sikeside Tenants and Residents Association 
(1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the petitioners; (2) advising that, as part of the 
Council’s Capital Programme, the Sikeside area was undergoing regeneration works; (3) intimating 
that, with regard to the complaints, (a) any outstanding claims would be pursued with the contractor; 
(b) the tenants group had been kept fully advised of the contractor performance; (c) the contractor 
was responsible for ensuring that bins were available for collection; (d) window keys had been 
distributed by Area Housing staff on 12 April 2001 and arrangements had been made to issue keys to 
all residents within each block, and (e) the health and safety aspect of the contract was being 
implemented according to the terms of the Construction (Health and Safety and Welfare) Regulations 
1996, and (4) indicating that as no exceptional circumstances existed in the contracts, disturbance in 
terms of the Land Compensation (Scotland) Act 1973 did not apply, as the tenants were not 
permanently moved from the premises, therefore no compensation would be awarded. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the action be noted; 
 

(2) that compensation be not paid to residents within the area, and 
 

(3) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 
 
 
 
(4)  RESIDENTS  OF  ABRONHILL,  CUMBERNAULD  REGARDING  ANTI-SOCIAL  BEHAVIOUR  AT   
      THE  PINE  ROAD  SHOPPING  CENTRE 
 
21. There was submitted a report dated 24 April 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from residents of Abronhill, Cumbernauld regarding anti-social 
behaviour at the Pine Road Shopping Centre (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by 
the petitioners; (2) advising that at a public meeting Strathclyde Police and representatives of the 
Community Services and Housing and Property Services Departments, gave advice and assistance 
to local residents on the action to be taken to tackle anti-social behaviour; including assistance 
available through the Council’s Anti-Social Task Force, and (3) indicating that as a result of the public 
meeting, it was hoped that a representative Residents Group would be formed to address the range 
of local issues, and, if so, it would be supported by representatives of the Housing and Property 
Services Department and Strathclyde Police. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Director of Housing and Property Services be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(5)  RESIDENTS  OF  BIRCH  ROAD,  ABRONHILL  -  REQUEST  FOR  THE  ERECTION  OF  A  "NO   
      BALL  GAMES"  SIGN   
 
22. There was submitted a report dated 24 April 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services 

in response to a petition received from residents of Birch Road, Abronhill, requesting the erection of a 
"No Ball Games" sign (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the Petitioners; (2) 
advising that arrangements had already been put in place to erect a "No Ball Games" sign at the 
location between 16-78 Birch Road, Abronhill. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Office be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
(6)  RESIDENTS  OF  CENTRAL  PARK  HOUSING  COMPLEX,  NEW  STEVENSTON  REGARDING   
      REMOVAL  OF  WOODEN  SEAT  AT  CENTRAL  PARK  SHELTERED  HOUSING  COMPLEX,   
      NEW  STEVENSTON 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 10 May 2001 by the Director of Housing and Property Services in 

response to petition received from residents at the Central Park Sheltered Housing Complex, New 
Stevenston, requesting the removal of a wooden seat at the Central Park Sheltered Housing 
Complex (1) outlining the background to the concerns raised by the petitioners; (2) advising that the 
wooden seat was the property of the Community Services Department; (3) indicating that the Director 
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of Community Services had confirmed that there were no objections to the seat being removed, and 
(4) intimating that a works order was subsequently issued to Ground Maintenance for the removal of 
the seat. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken by the Area Housing Office be noted, and 

 
(2) that the signatories of the Petition be advised accordingly. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
24. There were considered invitations from:- 
 

(1) Richard Nunn: Project Services to attend a conference entitled “The Scottish Home Energy 
Conservation Conference 2001” held in Livingston on 1 May 2001; 

 
(2) The University of Birmingham/The Housing Corporation to attend a conference entitled “The 

Big Picture Seminar - Sustainable Buildings and Environments held in Birmingham on 2 May 
2001; 

 
(3) The University of Birmingham/The Housing Corporation to attend a conference entitled “The 

Big Picture Seminar - Sustainable Communities” held in Birmingham on 14 May 2001; 
 

(4) Age Concern Scotland to attend a conference entitled “The Age of Innovation - Housing for 
Older People” held in Edinburgh on 23 May 2001; 

 
(5) National Rent Deposit Forum to attend a conference entitled “National Rent Deposit Forum 

Scottish Conference - Meeting Clients Needs” to be held in Edinburgh on 11 June 2001; 
 

(6) The University of Birmingham to attend a conference entitled “Voluntary Accreditation 
Schemes: Working with Private Landlords” to be held in Birmingham on 12 June 2001, and  

 
(7) BRE Limited to attend a conference entitled “Building Integrated Renewable Energy 

Conference” to be held in Watford on 19 June 2001. 
 

Decided:  
 

(1) that the attendance of Councillor McLaughlin at the “Scottish Home Energy Conservation 
Conference” in Livingston on 1 May 2001 be homologated; 

 
(2) that the attendance of Councillor Morris at the “Age of Innovation - Housing for Older People” 

conference held in Edinburgh on 23 May 2001 be homologated; 
 

(3) that otherwise no attendance be authorised. 
 
 
 


