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Introduction 

This report is to update members on the progress of the Gowkthrapple Strategy Group. 

The group was formed to consider the problems of the Gowkthrapple area and how these can 
be corporately resolved, thereby maximising the substantial improvement in upgrading the 
housing stock and improving the area. 

History 

The Gowkthrapple estate consists of 760 council houses and some 170 houses in Garrion 
Peoples Co-operative. The Council stock breaks down as follows:- 

3 x Multi-Storey blocks (70 units each) 210 
32 x 4 Storey blocks (16 units each) 5 12 
38 x Terraced houses 38 

760 
---__ 

Over the 1980’s and early nineties, a substantial improvement programme was undertaken 
costing approximately 5 17 million, dealing with landscaping, roofing and cladding, and the 
installation of CCTV. 

In 1999 the Council selected Castlehill Primary School for the pilot New Community School, 
securing 5200,000 of resources from the Scottish Executive to fund the development of the 
Community school. 

Current Problems 

Despite the substantial investment and the presence and opportunities offered through the 
New Community School there remains concern over a number of housing and wider social 
problems. In summary these are: 

> 
> 

Poor available services and social infiastructure 
High concentration of single parent families 



High concentration of poor and those dependent on various benefits 
Serious levels of unemployment or available services and social infrastructure 
High Level of single households 
Crime & anti-social behaviour 
High void level 
Low demand 
House density & concentration of flats 
Short tenancy duration 
High arrear levels 
Continuing resource commitment 
Future estate development 

4. Future Steps 

4.1 The Strategy Group has considered a number of these problems and how to develop and 
resolve them. In addition discussions have taken place with the Gowkthrapple Consultative 
Committee. The Committee forms an executive from a number of voluntary and committee 
groups in the area. 

4.1 Community Issues 

A number of community issues are being looked at, in addition to the general housing 
problems. This includes the provision of community facilities outwith the community 
school. In addition, there has also been dialogue with Garrion People’s Housing Co- 
operative in order to consider the wider needs of the full area, to pool the available resources 
and to maximise access to both funding and assistance. Integral to this process is assistance 
from Community Education. 

A group of parents have formed “GASP” (Gowkthrapple Action for Safe Play) and are 
working with a number of people to create a secure play environment similar to a 
development in Kirkshaws, Coatbridge. They seek the assistance of the Council in providing 
a suitable site. 

In addition, proposals will be developed to submit projects for the Better Neighbourhood 
funding recently announced. 

4.2 Housing Issues 

Whilst there is a clear need for community action in a number of areas it is evident that this 
will not resolve the imbalance in the existing housing stock nor increase the level of demand 
for the area. 

It is therefore proposed that the strategy group along with the Co-operative and other agencies 
such as Police will look at the housing needs of the area and how these can be met in the 
longer term. 

However despite the activities of the Void Initiative and the local team, voids continue to run 
in excess of 170 properties with an average of almost 20 tenancies ending monthly. 

There remains a high perception of crime and anti-social behaviour which culminates in the 
area of 130-192 Linghope Place. This situation was caused by the anti social behaviour of 
former tenants and because these blocks of flats are used as a gathering point by those who 
have purchased alcohol from the adjacent shops. 
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Options on alternative use for these flats have been investigated, however following 
consultation with the local groups, it is proposed to demolish these 2 blocks of flats. 

In addition further reports will be submitted as a wider strategy and proposals for the area are 
developed. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

The Committee note the contents of report 

Agree to the development of ground to be identified with GASP as a secure play 
environment, taking into account future possible development. 

Agree to the demolition of blocks 130-160, 162-192 Linghope Place, with residents 
transferred within the estate unless suitably placed for a transfer elsewhere. 

That this group report back to Committee at a future date. 

Background Papers 

Background information is available within the Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 


