
AGENDA ITEM No. 3r 

DATE: 2 August 2001 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REF: GWIRMIEAFI22 

TO: HOUSING & TECHNICAL. SERVICES COMMITTEE 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 
AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

1.0 

1.1 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

REPORT 

SUBJECT: CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR 
THE REPLACEMENT OF 
ELECTRIC STORAGE 
HEATING SYSTEMS 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee on progress made in respect of the replacement 
of Electric Storage Heating Systems in traditional type houses and to seek Committee approval to 
introduce a Replacement Programme for High Rise/Tower Block type properties 

Background 

Committee will recall my previous report of 15 January 1998 where approval was given to 
introduce a Capital Programme for the replacement of Electric Storage Heating Systems in 
traditional houses. 

Covering financial years 1998/1999, 1999/2000 and 2000/2001 4,5 13 Electric Storage Heating 
Systems were replaced and a further 390 systems have been identified for replacement this 
financial year 200 U2002 

Committee approved a replacement criteria whereby these types of heating systems be replaced 
upon reaching 13 years of age and that as far as is practicable tenants should have freedom of 
choice in respect of their new heating system type between Gas Wet, Electric Wet, Solid Fuel 
and Electric Storage Heating. 

Previously when Committee approved my report of 15 January 1998 the main driving force 
behind the introduction of the Replacement Programme was the high running costs of 
Electric Storage Heating. Many tenants could not afford to use this type of heating system 
which resulted in damage to the interior of houses with damp walling etc. and had the potential 
to create health problems to the residents. 

Given that running costs of Electric Storage Heating Systems within High Rise/Tower blocks are 
considerably lower, due in most part, to fewer external surfaces with in most cases overcladding 
also having been carried out, the view at the time of my report was that the heating systems 
within these types of properties was of a lesser priority. 

Notwithstanding the aforementioned, it is now considered that components such as Storage 
Heaters which have a finite lifespan should be replaced on a planned basis through a Capital 
Programme. 
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Proposals 

Committee is requested to approve the introduction of a Capital Programme for the replacement 
of Electric Storage Heating Systems in High Rise / Tower Blocks with the replacement criteria 
to be based on chronology with these types of heating systems replaced upon reaching the age of 
20 years with the Replacement Programme commencing in financial year 2004/2005. 

Committee is advised that the programme will not commence until 2004/2005 as the first 
systems on the programme will not be 20 years old until that time. 

Committee is further advised that given the construction of these types of properties that the 
choice of new heating system on offer to tenants may be restricted to electric. 

In the interim period it is proposed that a feasibility study be undertaken on heating options for each 
block including the suitability of gas fired communal heating systems, with the intention of 
reporting the results back to Committee prior to the commencement of the programme. 

Finance 

Financial provision for the introduction of this Replacement Programme will be contained 
within future HRA Capital Budgets reported to Committee. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee approves the introduction of a Replacement Programme for 
Electric Storage Heating Systems within High Rise / Tower Blocks with the Replacement 
Programme based on chronology with heating systems replaced upon reaching the age of 
20 years old, commencing in financial year 2004/2005; and 

Notes that the results of a feasibility study on the suitability of gas fire communal heating systems 
will be reported to Committee prior to the commencement of the programme. 

Background 

Available within the department 

Director of Housing and Property Services 
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