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1.00 INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the Government proposals to prepare to 
switch over to all digital T.V. broadcasting in the U.K. This is an interim report with broad 
proposals on how the Council can achieve the change over from analogue to digital to 
comply with government policies on delivery and use of electronic services. A further more 
detailed report will be provided for Committee in due course. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 The following is an extract from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport’s leaflet on 
Digital T.V Information for landlords: 

The introduction of digital terrestrial, satellite and cable television into the U.K. has 
spearheaded a revolution in the variety and quantity of entertainment available to U.K. 
viewers. 

The decision on how individuals can access this wide choice is relatively simple. A 
householder simply decides on the type of reception equipment they require (be it terrestrial, 
satellite or cable) and the package of programmes they desire, and then arranges for its 
installation. 

However, significant proportion of U.K. homes rely on communal aerials where use of an 
individual aerial or satellite dish may not be possible or appropriate. Around 20% of 
households in the U.K. receive their television signals through such communal distribution 
systems. 

The Government is committed to digital television and has set out the following tests which 
must be met before fully switching to digital television. 

Everyone who can currently get the main public service broadcasting channels in analogue 
form [around 99.4% of the U.K. population] must be able to do so digitally. The main 
public service channels are: BBC1, BBC2, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 .  

Switching to digital services must be an affordable option for the vast majority of people. 
As an indicator of affordability, 95% of consumers must have digital equipment in their 
home before switchover. 

Full switchover will take place only when these tests are met. We expect to meet these tests 
during the period 2006 to 2010. 
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3.0 

4.0 

5.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

The Council are presently installing an Integrated Reception System (I.R.S.) in on-going 
capital contracts such as tower blocks and medium to higher rise blocks. This replaces the 
existing communal aerial system and is being carried out to meet the requirements of the 
switch to digital broadcasting during 2006. 

The Integrated Reception System (I.R.S.) has the advantage of providing all T.V. services, 
both terrestrial and satellite in both analogue and digital forms. As a result, the tenants are 
not obliged to pay for any new services or equipment once the analogue broadcasting is 
ended, apart from their own arrangement with any of the Service providers. 

The three year Capital programme has identified funding for the installation of the 
Integrated Reception System (I.R.S.) and a comprehensive programme is presently being 
prepared for commencement next financial year but more funding is required for later years. 

PROPOSALS 

3.1 It is proposed to set up four programmes. Two for Tower blocks, one in the South area and 
one in the North area, and two for lower rise properties in the South and North areas. 

3.2 To ensure that (I.R.S.) systems are installed in all Council properties before the cessation of 
analogue broadcasting is ended, these programmes will require to run concurrently. 

3.3 It is also proposed to limit the Contractors to four Approved Installers to ensure that the 
same specification and materials are used in all installations. 

RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 The Committee is asked to note the content of this report and that a further more detailed 
report identifying a phased programme will be provided for Committee approval at a later 
date. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

5.1 Available within the Housing and Property Services Department 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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