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In trod uction 

The council has received a petition complaining about the fencing which has been erected 
around the point blocks in Netherton. The residents have said the fencing is too high, 
intimidating and obtrusive, and detracts from the open plan nature of the estate. 

Background 

The point blocks are the subject of a multi-million pound regeneration programme which has 
improved the layout of the area immediately around the flats. 

Residents of the blocks have complained both to the local office and the elected member that 
local youths congregate in the large open spaces around the blocks and take short cuts 
across these spaces, often in close vicinity of the ground floor flat windows. 

As the result of this the Area Office erected 5ft fencing around the blocks enclosing an 
element of the open spaces. 

Considerations 

The fencing around the blocks is consistent with other timber palisade fencing erected in other 
parts of the area. It is not considered appropriate to reduce the height of the fencing since its 
purpose is primarily for security. A lower fence would merely allow youths to jump it. 

The fencing matches fencing erected as part of the regeneration work in other areas and 
where the fence borders access to the flats a 3ft fence has been erected. The open plan 
nature of the estate has been changed by the development of front garden areas by owner 
occupiers. The fencing also includes gate access for grass cutting and would not obstruct 
access to the building for emergency purposes. 

The Area Housing Office has discussed the background to the environmental improvements 
with the main petitioners and have agreed to monitor the situation. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that committee note the contents of the report. 



5. Background Papers 

Available from the Department 

irector Of Housing & Property Services 


