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Introduction. 

The purpose of this report is to bring to attention the difficulty of dealing with the issue of applicants, 
who fail to meet the legislative requirements laid down by the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 
regarding repayment of outstanding liabilities or who fail to meet the obligations of their tenancy, 
and who seek rehousing under the Council's Allocation Policy. 

Authority is also requested to implement recommended provisions to deal with this matter by 
amending the approved policy. 

Background. 

My earlier report, agreed by committee on 7 March 2002, outlined the circumstances under which 
applicants who had made a commitment to repay outstanding liabilities could not have their previous 
failure taken onto account in the allocation of housing. 

The position with regard to those applicants who failed to meet such a commitment remains to be 
addressed. 

Considerations. 

The means of dealing with those applicants who continue to - 

9 Fail to adhere to their tenancy agreement, or 
9 Fail to maintain agreed payment toward outstanding liabilities, or who 

Or who have previously been guilty of anti-social behaviour, and have not, in my reasonable 
opinion, given reason to believe that such behaviour will not re-occur, 

can not be dealt with in the allocation policy by merely suspending their application, until such time 
as they conform to the agreed criteria. 

Such an arrangement would allow applicants to reach the top of the waiting list and remain there, in 
a suspended state as a result of which no offers would be made. Other applicants, who were not 
suspended, would receive offers, incur a penalty on second refusal of an offer, and as a result, their 
position on the waiting list would be diminished. 
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In order to address this situation, it is suggested that applicants who present difficulties as outlined in 
paragraph 3.1 above, have their applications suspended on the waiting list until such time as they 
either: 

> Adhere to their tenancy agreement 
> Demonstrate their maintenance of agreed repayment arrangements, as laid down by the terms of 

the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001, or who 
> Give reason to believe, in my opinion, that the cause of their previous anti-social behaviour has 

been addresses to such a degree that I have confidence in their ability to sustain a tenancy. 

and at that date, their application will be considered with an effective date of their conformity to the 
criteria set out in this paragraph. 

Guidance, entitled “Suspending Applicants on Housing Registers” has been published by the 
Chartered Institute of Housing in Scotland, has been taken into account in compiling this report, and 
a copy of the document is available in the Members’ Library. 

Corporate Considerations. 

The Head of Legal Services has been consulted in respect of the legal implications of the content of 
this report and concurs with its recommendations. 

Recommendation. 

It is recommended that committee approve the inclusion of the principles set out in paragraph 3.3 to 
this report within the Council’s housing allocation policy. 

Further Information. 

Background papers are available within the Housing and Property Services Department. 

nzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services. 


