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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval for the use of additional resources 
which may be made available by the Scottish Executive to develop Local Housing Strategies. 

Background 

At its meeting on 28 March 2002 Committee approved the Consultative Draft Local Housing 
Strategy (LHS) for submission to the Scottish Executive. Committee will recall that the 
Council is one of 7 local authorities who are piloting the draft guidance for Local Housing 
Strategies. Although no date has been confirmed for all Councils to produce Local Housing 
Strategies it is proposed to carry out further consultation over the summer with a view to 
producing a final LHS for North Lanarkshire in November 2002. 

As part of the process the Scottish Executive made &30,000 available to pilot authorities 
towards the end of 2001/02. Given the timing of the allocation it was only possible to spend 
&20,000, which was used to fund the development workshops and other expenses associated 
with the production of the document. A request has been made to allow the Council to carry 
forward the remaining allocation of 2 10,000 into 2002/03 although no confirmation has been 
given that this will be granted. In addition the Scottish Executive has made it known that 
&2m will be made available this year (2002/03) although no confirmation has been received 
as to the Council's allocation. It has been estimated that if the Council is allowed to carry 
forward its unspent allocation from last year then the total allocation for North Lanarkshire 
would be in the region of &65,000. 

Proposals 

Assuming the funding allocation is confirmed by the Scottish Executive it is proposed to 
utilise the funding as follows: 

Q Secondment from Planning & Environment Department - Although officers from 
planning have been involved in the development of the LHS it is felt that there should be 
stronger links between the LHS process and the Council's land use planning process. 
This would help ensure that the Planning process assists with the achievement of housing 
strategy objectives and the LHS is consistent and helps achieve the Council's wider 
objectives, e.g sustainability, town centre strategies; Ravenscraig. In addition it is hoped 
that the Planning secondment would assist with the assessment of future housing 
requirements, with a particular focus on the private sector. 
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It is therefore proposed to second from Planning & Environment Department to Housing 
& Property Services Department 1 Full Time Equivalent Planning Officer post (grade 
AP5-P04) until April 2003. It is estimated this would cost approximately &25,000 for 10 
months. 

o Research - The Department currently does not have a research budget to undertake 
pieces of research to inform the Housing Strategy. It is proposed to allocate 
approximately L 15,000 to undertake specific research to plug information gaps identified 
in the draft LHS - e.g Black & Minority Ethnic needs and the private rented sector. 

Consultation - As previously reported to Committee it is proposed to undertake a number 
of consultation events over the coming months. It is therefore proposed to allocate 
approximately 21 0,000 for consultation and strategy development. 

Printing/Dissemination - It is proposed to use any other available funding to contribute 
towards printing costs for the production and dissemination of the final LHS document. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 There are no financial implications for the Council and these proposals will support the 
Council's Corporate Aim of identifying and developing strategies to meet housing needs. 

4.2 The proposal for the planning secondment has been agreed with the Planning & Environment 
Department. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee 

a) approve the proposals to utilise any additional funding allocated by the Scottish 
Executive for the purpose of developing the Local Housing Strategy, as outlined in 
paragraph 3.1 

b) remit this report to Planning & Environment Committee and P & R (Personnel) Sub 
Committee for approval to enable Planning & Environment Department to back-fill the 
seconded post if required. 

6. Background Information 

6.1 Available within the Housing and Property Services Department 

7 L T .  McKenzie a 
Director of Housing and Property Services v J 
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