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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Committee on my previous report dated 
16.10.01 regarding the above, and to seek authority to permanently relocate the 8 
Council Tenants within the properties at 9 - 35 Ballochney Street Airdrie, which have 
been identified by the Consultants as being at “High Risk”. 

2. Background 

2.1 Committee will recall from my previous report the intention to meet with the 
Insurers/Agents representing the owner occupiers affected by the subsidence situation 
at Ballochney Street Airdrie. The meeting with the Insurers took place on 16.01.02, 
at which time the Council’s position as outlined in my previous report was discussed. 
The Insurers/Agents indicated at that time that they would consider the position and 
advise. 

Those who have responded to date, have indicated that they are not prepared to 
support remedial works at this time as the houses are currently not showing any signs 
of structural defects. 

3. Current Position 

3.1 Attached at Appendix 1 is a site plan showing the properties at 9 - 35 Ballochney 
Street which are considered to be at High Risk. 

Committee will note there are 8 Council Tenants and 6 Owner Occupiers within these 
properties. 

The adjacent block at 1 - 7 Ballochney Street contains no Council tenants, all 
properties having been previously purchased under Right to Buy legislation. 
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Of the 8 Council Tenants 5 (numbers 9, 17, 19, 21 and 31) were decanted in June 
2000 when the subsidence occurred, the remaining 3 Council Tenants (numbers 13, 
15 and 27) did not wish to relocate at that time. 

Some of those tenants who were decanted have expressed a wish to have their decant 
accommodation made permanent the others have intimated that they do not wish to 
continue to reside in the decant accommodation, and if unable to return to their 
permanent tenancy, they wish to relocate to a permanent tenancy in an area and of a 
type comparable to their tenancy in Burnfoot. 

The Council is unable to proceed with proposed ground consolidation works as 
detailed in my previous report, without the agreement of the InsurersIAgents 
representing the Owner Occupiers. 

Given the current position with the Insurers/Agents there is a significant degree of 
uncertainty surrounding the situation and in light of the fact it is now almost two years 
since the situation arose, it is considered appropriate to address this uncertainty for the 
Council Tenants within the High Risk area some of whom are elderly 

Recommendations 

Committee is therefore asked to consider the following recommendations. 

a) Permanently rehouse the remaining Council Tenants within the High Risk area. 

b) Permanently rehouse the Council Tenants who do not wish to continue to reside in 
their decant accommodation 

c) Grant secure tenancies to those Council Tenants who wish to remain in their 
decant accommodation 

d) Authorise payment of appropriate Home Loss and Disturbance Allowance to 
assist all tenants with their relocation costs. 

Financial Implications 

The financial implications of these recommendations would be the payment of Home 
LossKIisturbance Allowance to each of the 8 Council Tenants. 

This would amount to approximately &2,000 per tenant and would be funded from the 
Capital Programme 2002/3. 

There would also be the matter of lost rental income for the 8 properties, amounting to 
approximately E320 per week 

Conclusion 

6.1 Should Committee agree to these recommendations the Council properties would 



remain empty until such time as the InsuredAgents representing the Owner 
Occupiers contact the Council with a decision in regard to participation in the 
Council’s proposed ground consolidation works. 

6.2 At that time a further report will be submitted to Committee with appropriate 
recommendation. 

7. Background papers available within the department 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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