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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval to demolish the block of flats at 190-198 
Bellshill Road, Motherwell, and to negotiate the option of either ‘Homeswap’ or buy back 
with the Owner Occupiers of 198 Bellshill Road. 

Background 

The block of flats at 190 - 196 Bellshill Road, Motherwell, comprises 2no. 2 apartment flats 
and 2no. 4 apartment flats, all are Council owned. Adjoining the block is an owner-occupied 
semi-detached property no. 198. 

The 4 apartment flat at 196 is the only tenanted property in the block, the remaining three 
have been empty since early 2000 are difficult to let. There is no active waiting list for 
accommodation of this type in this area. 

The block is situated on the main Motherwell to Bellshill road, next to a Public House and 
across the road from the railway crossing at the Motherwell Bridge engineering works. It is a 
poor location for residential development and has no other viable alternative uses. 

Proposals/Considerations 

An appraisal of all possible options has been carried out including refurbishment and partial 
demolition to leave the semi-detached house in tact. These options would in each case be very 
costly with no guarantee of renewed demand for the flats should they be refurbished. 

Due to lack of demand for this type of accommodation in this area and the unattractive 
location of the block it is proposed that it be demolished and the site landscaped. Future 
business use of the site has also been considered. Due to its size, location, accessibility and 
the nature of other commercial enterprises in the vicinity the site would not be considered to 
be marketable commercially. 

The Owner-occupier at 198 has expressed interest in either the re-purchase by the Council of 
the property at District Valuer’s valuation plus appropriate Homeloss payment or a 
‘Homeswap’. A suitable Council house of similar value would be found and the title 
transferred into the Owner’s name, subject to Scottish Executive approval, enabling the 
Council to assume ownership of the full site and demolish. If the property is purchased this 
cost would be borne by the HRA Capital Programme 2003/04. 



3.4 The remaining tenant of number. 196 would be offered suitable alternative accommodation of 
the same type in the same area and the appropriate Home loss and Disturbance payments 
payable. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

(i) Approve the proposal to empty and demolish the block of flats referred 
to in paragraph 1.1 for which provision will be made in the 2003/04 
HRA Capital Programme 

(ii) Authorise either the re-purchase of 198 Bellshill Road at DV market 
valuation or the identification of a suitable property for ‘Homeswap’. 

(iii) Authorise the rehousing of the tenant of 196 Bellshill Road to suitable 
accommodation of the same type in the same area with Home loss and 
Disturbance Payment. 

(iv) Note the position in relation to the future use of the site. 

6.0 Access to Information 

6.1 Available within the Department 

T h o m a c K e n z i e  
Director of Housing and Property Services 


