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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a Petition received from residents in various 
streets in the Gartlea area of Airdrie, objecting to "the closure of the park in Gartlea between Lady 
Wilson Street and Monkland Street". 

Background 

The two access points to the site which is shown at Appendix 1, were closed by the Area Housing 
Office recently, in response to complaints received dating back to 1998, from residents, the local 
Elected Member and M.P., regarding fly-tipping and anti social behaviour, particular problems 
were experienced by those residents whose properties are located adjacent to the access points. 

The site consists of a large grassed area which is maintained by Community Services Department 
on behalf of the Housing and Property Services Department, vehicular access for Community 
Services vehicles has been maintained by the erection of gates at the Old Union Street access. 

The former Housing Repairs Depot was located adjacent to the grassed area until it was 
demolished approximately one year ago, following continued vandalism. 

The decision to close the access routes was taken in conjunction with the Department of Planning 
and Environment, as an interim means of addressing the very serious problems emanating from 
the site, to allow consideration to be given to the future use of the site. 

No complaints have been received by the Area Office regarding anti social problems at the site 
since closure of the access points. 

Current Position 

The area of ground in question is in poor condition with no lighting of footpaths for pedestrian use. 

The site on which the former Repairs Depot was located has been declared surplus to 
requirements, and a report will be submitted to Housing and Technical Services Committee, 
seeking authority to declare the remainder of the site surplus to requirements. 

An enquiry has been received from a local resident in respect of purchase or lease of the site of 
the former Depot, and the grassed area, and this matter is being considered by the Department. 

To re-open the access points at this stage would inevitably lead to anti social problems recurring. 



4. Recommend at ions 

4.1 Committee is asked to approve the action taken by the Area Office in conjunction with Planning 
and Environment Department; to effect interim closure of the access points, whilst the future use 
of the site is considered. 

5. Background Papers 

5.1 Available within the Department 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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