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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a petition received from the 
residents of the Unitas Court Sheltered Complex objecting to the introduction of the 
Smoking in Council Premises Policy 

Background 

The petition contained a total of 19 signatures and of these 10 were listed as being 
non-smokers, of the remaining 12 residents none could recall being approached with 
regards to the petition. 

The complaint made by the Petitioners was in response to the introduction of the 
Smoking in Council Premises Policy. Since the introduction of this Policy the 
residents were informed that smoking was no longer permitted in the communal area 
of the complex. 

’As a result the petitioners felt that this was very restrictive and had a detrimental 
effect on their social interaction within the complex. 

Action taken by Housing & Property Services 

In response to the petition a site meeting was held with representatives from the local 
housing office, the Health & Safety Unit and the sheltered housing warden. The 
purpose of this meeting was to examine the layout of the complex and determine if a 
solution could be found with the ‘hierarchy of control measures’ as set out in the 
Policy. 

Following this visit it was agreed that given the layout of the complex a section of the 
common room could be set aside for use by both smokers and non-smokers. This 
area has adequate ventilation and appropriate signage will be displayed identifying 
appropriate smoking & non-smoking areas. A self-closing ashtray will be provided for 
this area. 

Additionally, it was agreed that as there is a patio area off the hall and open to the 



elements smoking would also be permitted in this area. 

4 Recommend at ion 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee:- 
(a) Note the petition received 
(b) Approve the action taken by the Area Office 

Director of Housing & Property Services 


