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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a petition received from residents of 
Auchengeich Gardens, Sheltered Housing Complex, Moodiesbum regarding the installation of a 
CCTV system. 

2. Background 

2.1 On 4* June 2002, a petition signed by 30 residents of Auchengeich Gardens Sheltered Housing 
Complex was handed into Moodiesbum Area Housing Office. This petition requested that 
consideration be given to install a Close Circuit Television System (CCTV) within the complex 
to improve resident security. 

2.2 The petitioners made reference to an incident, which took place the previous week when youths 
set fire to an old church building which lies close to the complex. Although the complex was not 
affected or damaged by the fire, it alarmed the residents who are mostly elderly and left them 
feeling very vulnerable. 

3. Current Position 

3.1 The complex opened in March 1996 and houses 30 self-contained flats, a day hall and Warden 
Service seven days per week. In the evenings all of the flats are covered by the Community 
Alarm Service based at Merrystone Care Base, Coatbridge. Since its opening six years ago, the 
complex has been well looked after and has suffered very little vandalism during this time. 

3.2 Traditionally, CCTV systems have been installed to prevent vandalism and protect property 
within problem housing estates and Town Centres. This practice has never included Sheltered 
Housing Complexes. 

3.3 In practical terms, if such a system were to be considered a number of factors would require to be 
taken into account. 

The physical layout of the complex would mean several CCTV cameras would be required to 
cover the area involved which would be expensive 

Street lighting would also require to be assessed and if necessary improved or upgraded to 
accommodate these cameras. 

There is currently no other CCTV systems or concierge facilities within the Moodiesburn area, so 
the issue of monitoring the system would require to be addressed. 



3.4 Whilst recognising the distress caused to residents as a result of the above incident, it is felt that 
there is adequate security in place and that the installation of CCTV in this complex would not 
represent value for money. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that committee notes the contents of the petition and this report and that no 
action be taken by the department at this time. 

5. Background Papers 

5.1 Available fkom Housing and Property Services Department. 
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