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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to request Committee approval for the Council to lease 
accommodation from Kirkcare Housing Association at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw to 
develop supported accommodation for vulnerable parents and their children. 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the development of the Homelessness Strategy consideration is being given to 
future accommodation requirements. One of the needs identified so far has been for 
additional supported accommodation specifically for vulnerable young parents and their 
children. A similar model already exists at Viewpark, managed by Blue Triangle Housing 
Association, which has proved successful. Both Blue Triangle and the Social Work 
Department confirm the need for additional supported accommodation of this type for 
young people who require quite intensive support to help them develop independent living 
and parenting skills. In addition to the core support, other agencies such as Health, Social 
Work and Resettlement work together to ensure a holistic approach is adopted. 

An opportunity has arisen to lease 5 individual cottages, which are currently vacant, from 
Kirkcare Housing Association at Houldsworth Court, Wishaw. The cottages are self 
contained and are separate from the main sheltered housing complex. There would be a 
requirement to decorate and furnish the accommodation at an estimated cost of f20,OOO. 
This funding can be met from Scottish Executive resources for Homelessness. 

The support costs would be eligible under the Supporting People framework. However as 
the project is unlikely to be up and running before April 2003, and therefore eligible for 
Transitional Housing Benefit, a pipeline proposal has been submitted to the Scottish 
Executive to secure funding from April 2003. 

PRO POSALS/CON SI DERATl ON S 

It is proposed to provide 4 cotta es for the provision of temporary accommodation for 4 
parent(s) and children and the 5 cottage ultilised by support staff 24 hours over 7 days. Yh 
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Proposed staffing includes 5 full time support workers covering dayshift, backshift and 
sleepovers 7 days per week. Floating support workers will enhance the support being 
provided which will be tailored to the individual needs of the client. 100% of the staffing 
costs will be eligible through Supporting People Grant, and a pipeline proposal has been 
submitted to secure the necessary funding. Assuming funding is secured it is proposed 
that the project would be managed by a voluntary sector provider with proven experience in 
this area. 

It is proposed to use Scottish Executive funding to undertake any necessary work to the 
properties, including furnishings, fittings and office equipment, at an estimated cost of 
€20,000. 

It is proposed to lease the properties from Kirkcare at an agreed rental charge, currently 
€1 3,159 per annum, which includes repair and maintenance of the buildings. The Council 
would charge an appropriate rent for the properties to reflect the rental to Kirkcare, 
management costs and replacement of furnishings/ fittings. 

CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

These proposals have been agreed with the Social Work Department who recognise and 
support the need for this type of development. 

This type of development contributes to the Council's corporate priorities and in particular 
Social Inclusion. 

RECOM M E N DATl ONS 

It is recommended that Committee: 

(i) Approve the proposal as outlined in section 3 above 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Available within the Housing and Property Services Department 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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