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introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of a proposal to set up the Anti 
Social Task Force as a consultancy service in addition to the current remit 
undertaken by the service. 

Background 

The Anti Social Task Force was set up in January 2001. The remit given to the 
service was to tackle serious cases of anti social behaviour in North Lanarkshire, 
introducing and developing innovative working practices. 

Since 2001 the ASTF has been particularly successful and is viewed as a 
proponent of best practice across the country. To date the service has won three 
national quality awards for the services provided. 

The Service also achieves high levels of customer satisfaction in relevant surveys 

Considerations 

The high levels of success have attracted interest from local authorities and other 
organisations across the country resulting in staff providing advice and assistance 
to these organisations free of charge. Demand for this type of service is increasing. 

The ASTF could include a consultancy wing which could provide advice on the 
operational side of dealing with anti social behaviour and setting up systems to deal 
with complaints and gathering evidence, etc. Services provided would be charged 
to the user at agreed rates, which have yet to be determined. 

Professional Indemnity Insurance would be required and this could be provided as 
part of the council's block policy on the basis that the insurance section were 
advised of the activities proposed. 

Cases to be considered for consultancy will be referred directly to the Anti Social 
Task Force Principal Investigator. 
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4 Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The Head of Legal Services has been consulted and advises that the proposals 
comply with Section 1 (l)(b) of the Local Government (Goods & Services) Act 1970, 
however, provision of legal advice would be excluded from the remit of the 
proposed service. 

5 Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

(a) Authorises the Anti Social Task Force to formalise proposals to provide a 
consultancy service to other local authorities, RSLs and other relevant 
organisations. 

6 Background Papers 

6.1 Background papers available in the Housing and Property Services Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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