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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the recent funding award of 5155,520 
from the Scottish Executive to create a Furniture Grant Scheme for Homeless People. The 
funding must be used within this current financial year. 

Background 

The Homelessness Task Force Final Report made several recommendations as previously 
reported to Committee. One of those recommendations was for the development of a national 
framework for furnished tenancies to be administered by Communities Scotland. The target 
proposed was for 1,000 additional furnished tenancies a year nationally for 5 years, at which 
point further need should be assessed. 

Local authorities are encouraged to involve local furniture recycling projects in the initiative 
as well as other housing providers operating within the local area. 

The grant should be up to a maximum value of 53,000 per unit and each grant should cater 
for the supply and installation of a cooker, fridge, floor coverings and an appropriate number 
of beds and curtains. 

The furnished tenancies funded by the grant should be made available to all homeless people 
and not just groups in priority need and should benefit those identified as being at risk of 
homelessness or repeat homelessness due to an inability to access essential goods from other 
sources. 

Considerations. 

The grant provides an opportunity to develop a furnished tenancy scheme to meet the needs 
of people generally excluded from access to Community Care Grants or who may only 
expect to receive minimal assistance from the Department of Works and Pensions. 

Additionally it provides an opportunity to develop stronger relationships with furniture 
recycling projects and other housing providers and may even encourage those providers, 
including private sector landlords, to house people who could otherwise be excluded from 
their properties. 
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3.3 In the longer term, provision of essential goods could contribute to the sustainability of 
otherwise vulnerable tenancies thus reducing the likelihood of recurring periods of 
homelessness. 

3 Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The development of services to address homelessness is consistent with the Council’s 
corporate priorities, specifically social inclusion. 

4.2 The additional resources will assist in contributing to the aims and objectives of the 
Council’s Homelessness Strategy. 

5 Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

a) Notes the funding allocation for 2003/04 from the Scottish Executive. 

b) Approves the proposal to develop a local Furniture Grant Scheme consistent with the 
grant conditions. 

6 Background Information 

6.1 Available within the Housing and Property Services Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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