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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the findings of Communities Scotland’s 
formal assessment of North Lanarkshire’s Local Housing Strategy. 

Background 

The Housing (Scotland) 200 1 Act requires local authorities to undertake a comprehensive 
assessment of housing needs and conditions, and to produce local housing strategies to tackle 
the housing problems in their areas. 

The development of the North Lanarkshire Local Housing Strategy was been overseen by a 
multi-agency Steering Group with representation from key Departments within the Council, 
Communities Scotland, NHS Lanarkshire and Greater Glasgow, and neighbouring local 
authorities. The steering Group and Strategy sit under the umbrella of the North Lanarkshire 
Community Plan and North Lanarkshire Partnership. 

At its meeting on 6 October 2003 Committee approved the North Lanarkshire Local Housing 
Strategy for submission to the Scottish Executive. 

Proposals 

A Local Housing Strategy that is assessed as ‘good’ by Communities Scotland meets one of 
the key criteria to facilitate the transfer of the Scottish Executive development programme, 
currently managed by Communities Scotland, to the Council. If the Strategy is assessed as 
‘good’, transfer of development funding could commence in year 2004/05, if all other criteria 
are also met. 

The North Lanarkshire Local Housing Strategy has achieved a formal assessment of ‘good’ 
from Communities Scotland and therefore it is proposed that the Council will continue to 
progress the transfer of development funding. 

Corporate Consideration 

The Strategy covers in its financial framework, summaries on future HRA capital expenditure 
and prudential borrowing requirements, Committee will recall that these programmes were 
approved at its meeting on 4 September 2003. 

There are no direct financial or personnel implications for the Council arising from this 
report. 

C:\TEMP\LHS assessment Dec 03.doc 



4.3 The Local Housing Strategy has been developed in consultation with a range of departments 
and other partners and will contribute to the achievement of the Council’s corporate priority 
of improving housing and the environment. It is also consistent with other Council priorities 
and strategies including the Community Care Plan; Social Inclusion Strategy etc. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee 

a) note the Local Housing Strategy has achieved an assessment of ‘good’ from 
Communities Scotland 

b) note that a Local Housing Strategy Annual Review Report will be produced to update 
Committee on progress. 

6.  Background Information 

6.1 Available within the Housing and Property Services Department 

a T. McKenzie 

Director of Housing and Property Services 
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