




8.2 Rising Applications 

8.2.1 This report highlights the increase in homeless applications nationally, particularly over the last 
2/3 years. Statistics show that in 2002/03 there was a 36% increase in homelessness 
applications within North Lanarkshire. 

8.2.2 In recent years the increase has primarily been due to the increased numbers of single person 
household applying. There has been little variation in applications from other households. 

8.2.3 The Monitoring Group believes “ .,.. that a factor in the latest rise in applications has been the 
growing recognition of the need to tackle homelessness amongst single people and other 
groups traditionally regarded as “non-priority ” . . . . ” 

8.2.4 The group recognises there are implications, the following statement is taken from their report:- 
“The rising level of applications is understandably, an issue for local authorities. It means 
additional costs in handling cases and, to a greater extent, in arranging for the provision of 
accommodation and support for those found to be homeless. ”, 

8.2.5 Their expectation is that our Local Housing and Homelessness strategies will address the 
pressure upon resources. 

9. TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION 

9.1 Effort continues to be made by both Area Office staff and Tenancy Services and Supported 
Accommodation staff to establish sufficient temporary accommodation dispersed throughout 
all areas to provide a local resource. 

9.2 The previous reliance on larger scale “homeless units” where a number of clients had to share 
accommodation, has been reduced. 

9.3 However, there is still a need to identify more dispersed stock throughout the area. To comply 
with the Care Commission Standards and to prepare for the Single Regulatory inspection the 
location has to meet the clients needs, and the quality of furnishing and fittings has to meet 
decency standards. Identifying suitable properties and setting them aside for this use will 
reduce the number of properties available for allocation until the full portfolio is established. 

10. PERMANENT ACCOMMODATION 

10.1 The increased number of applications will require a higher number of allocation to homeless 
priority cases. The Area Offices are expected to house priority clients within a 90 day target. 
Improvements in attaining this target have been made with the majority receiving an offer 
within the target. 

10.2 At the 30th January however there were 74 clients in priority need who had been in temporary 
accommodation longer than 90 days. In some cases for quite considerable delays. While the 
problem of shortage of housing contributes to this delay, there is hesitation in placing a small 
minority of clients who present with challenging behaviour, or who have failed tenancies in the 
past. 
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