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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval to change the use of the flatted property at 23a 
Northburn Avenue, Airdrie from mainstream accommodation to a community facility utilised by local 
community groups, Police and Housing Services staff. 

Background 

The problems of anti social behaviour, vandalism resulting in low demand for housing in certain parts 
of Northburn Avenue and Northburn Place have been well documented. Despite the efforts of a 
number of agencies and local people, problems have continued to blight the area, which has led to a 
turnover of vacant properties and selective demolition in the past. 

Partnership working in the area has always been of a high standard with all parties striving to bring 
stability to an area that is being adversely affected by a few well known individuals. 

One of the more troublesome parts of the estate is 23-27 Northburn Avenue, this needs to be addressed 
urgently. Part of the solution is to establish a community flat at 23a Northburn Avenue, which would 
also be used by the Police as a drop-in facility to allow local residents the opportunity to discuss any 
matter in a confidential manner. Staff from the local Area Office and Anti Social Task Force will also 
use the flat for surgeries. In addition to this the local Northburn Tenants and Residents Group will be 
able to use the community flat as a base for their operations. 

Current Position 

A vacant flat has been identified at 23a Northburn Avenue that is ideal for the purposes outlined in 
section 2 of this report. 

The establishment costs have been contained within Area Office budget resources although permission 
needs to be sought from committee to allow the rent charges for the flat to be removed. 
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4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended, therefore, that committee note the steps taken to establish the Northburn 
Community flat and agrees to the rent charge being withdrawn from the property. 

5. Background Information 

5.1 Available within the Housing and Property Services Department. 

Thomas McKenzie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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