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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to update Committee on the transfer of development funding 
from Communities Scotland to the Council. 

Background 

In January 2004 the Committee took the decision to seek the transfer of development funding 
from Communities Scotland to the Council in order to help ensure that future investment is 
targeted to meet the Council's stated Local Housing Strategy objectives. Before approving the 
transfer the Minister for Communities must be satisfied that the Council has met a number of 
criteria, which were agreed by a tri-partite group involving CoSLA, Communities Scotland 
and the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations (SFHA). 

The Council has been working closely with Communities Scotland to progress the transfer 
and in June 2004 the Committee approved the proposed staffing arrangements for the 
management of the development programme. Work has also been progressing in other areas 
to ensure all the criteria are met, including linking up relevant IT systems to enable payments 
to be processed, and meetings with local Registered Social Landlords (RSL's) regarding the 
transfer. 

Considerations 

It was anticipated that funding would transfer later this year and preparations were at an 
advanced stage. However the Scottish Executive have announced a review of how all the 
various funding streams that they have created can be more effectively managed, including 
reviewing the current policy on the transfer of development funding to local authorities. As 
part of this review consultation will take place with CoSLA and others and it is proposed that 
a conclusion on the matter will be reached by December. 

Communities Scotland, and CoSLA representatives, have been advised of the Council's 
concern regarding the delay, and the possible introduction of additional obstacles that were 
not part of the original tri-partite agreement. However in the meantime the Council will 
continue to work with Communities Scotland on arrangements for the transfer, including 
finalisation of the investment programme for 2005/06, which will be reported to Committee 
in due course. It is not proposed to appoint new staff until there is more certainty regarding 
the possible date for transfer, although funding will not now transfer in the current financial 
year. 



4. Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that Committee note the current position regarding the delay in the 
transfer of development funding 

5. Background information 

5.1 Background information is available from the department. 

Thomas W e n z i e  
Director of Housing & Property Services 
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